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Publix’ Burlesque 


Strip Dancer 


At Minnesota, Direct from Stock 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

Publix is trying a daring experi- 
ment in bringing to the Minnesota 
theatre, week of Feb. 22 and as an 
added attraction, Hinda Wausau, 
burlesque luminary. Miss Wausau’s 
near-nude dancing created plenty 
of word-of-mouth comment around 
town when she appeared as a guest 
star for three weeks recently with 
the Harry Hirsch burlesque stock 
at the local Gayety. 

It will be the first time anybody 
ever has been booked into the ace 
Publix house, or, probably, any 
other deluxe film theatre, direct 
from burlesque. At the Minnesota, 
Miss Wausau will be more or less 
adorned when she dances and her 
numbers are also likely to be less 
warm than usual. 


Return Stock Date 

Adding to the unusual angle of 
the affair is that Hirsch has booked 
Miss Wausau for a return engage- 
ment at his burlesque house im- 
mediately after the Minnesota en- 
fagement. Dancer closes at the 
ace Publix spot on a Thursday and 
will reopen at the Gayety the fol- 
lowing day. 

In making the Minnesota book- 
ing, Publix was influenced by re- 


(Continued on page 36) 


RABBI LEAVES PULPIT 
FOR COMM. ON RADIO 


Columbus, Feb. 8. 

Following a dispute with his con- 
Bregation due to a commercial 
broadcast of talker reviews put on 
the air weekly by WAIU, Rabbi 
Jacob Tarshish of Temple Israel 
decided to quit the temple rabbinate 
July 1 and devote his entire time 
to broadcasting, principally reviews. 

Board of directors of the temple 
called a special meeting last week 
to consider the rabbi’s broadcasts, 
Which the congregation considered 
beneath his dignity. He told the 
directors outright that he would 
Prefer to remain on the air. 

The rabbi’'s programs contain 
brief reviews of current talkers and 
chatter on Hollywood. They are 
Sponsored by a glass company. 








Double Menuing 





Double menuing, supposed to be 
strictly a Paris habit, has cropped 
up in the Times Square sector. At 
least one restaurant is pulling it 
during the dinner hour for the 





An Employe’s Scorn 





San Francisco, Feb. 8. 
When REO handed out its 
10% cut to all employes there 
was only one walicout here. 
An $18 a week usher refused 
to take the $1.80 slash, and 
stamped off the Golden Gate 


floor. 














Theatre Guild’s O’Neill trilogy. 
Customers dropping in for a bite| 


@re scrutinized as they enter. If! 
Saahing a Guild program, the 
ig] 





- ser priced menu is handed them. | 
rs no indication that they’re over| 
rom the performance, 


handed a Straight bill of fare. 


French resorts and night clubs on! 
the other side. 


JAPS PUT PROPAGANDA 
ON RADIO IN THE U. S. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

Japanese government will attempt 
to defend its actions in Manchuria 
and China with an organized system 
of radio dispensed propaganda from 
stations in all parts of the country. 
Air propaganda has already been 
spotted on coast stations. 

First propaganda missionary was 
Jiuji G. Kasai, member of the su- 
preme council of the Tokyo muni- 
cipal assembly, who was booked on 
broadcasts here and in San Fran- 
cisco by the Japanese consulate 
while still on the high seas coming 
over. 

Kasai spoke in both cities, but 
when the Japanese attacked Shang- 
hai he was ordered home. Mean- 
time a system was evolved whereby 
the ether propaganda will be carried 
on with Japanese already here, 
mostly students and graduates of 
American colleges doing the spiel- 
ing. 

First of these student lectures 
went on over KNX Feb. 3, when a 
Japanese student of the University 
of California at Los Angeles told 
his nation’s side of the argument. 
This type of student lecture is in- 
tended to mould opinion in other 
parts of the country. 


10 Yrs. of Flops 


Dallas, Feb. 8. 

James Hayden set a record here, 
making it about tenth year of suc- 
cessiye stock failures in sole legit 
stand, Showhouse (formerly Circle). 

Hayden folded on his anniversary 
week, first to stick that long in the 
house since way back when. Part 
of cast, led by Lawrence Keating, 
Will Augustin, and Barbara Weeks, 
reorganized as ‘Civic Players’ on co- 
op basis. 

And another record for Hayden— 
no salary claims. 














Pop Milk Mats 


The Hague, Feb. 8. 
Morning matinees, formerly un- 
heard of here, growing popular. 
One of the smaller houses offers 


they arejtickets at a flat 10c. giving patrons | 


free milk or cocoa, half an hour of 


known Dutch cabaret-conferenciet 


| (m. ¢.). 


FILM REGULARS 





1931 Was Tough for Extras, 

with Total Payroll of 
| $1,766,479 for 17,000 
| Registrations—All Work 
Available Would Keep 
Only 606 Active Daily 





NAMES IN CROWDS 


By Ted Taylor 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


The mob took a money cut of 
$693,533 last year. 

In gross payroll and in number 
of placements for extras, 1931 was 
the lowest in the six-year history of 
the Central Casting Bureau. 

An average of 606 extras worked 
daily, 201 less than during 1930. 
Their pay checks averaged $9.32, a 
drop of 42 cents from the previous 
year. 

Payroll distributed to coast ex- 
tras through Central was $1,766,479. 
It’s $429,000 less than the previous 
low, $2,195,395 in 1926. 

Shrinkage 

Individual placements in 1931 were 
189,589, or a shrinkage of 62,857 
days’ work in the extras’ year. 

Story of the extra's decline is 





Extras in 1931 





Jobs were scarcest in six 
years. 

Work for an average of 606 
daily. 

Two men for every woman. 

Average pay check, $9.32. 

Money cut of $693,533 in the 

mob’s gross. 

Studio let-outs and unem- 
ployed from other industries 
competing with the regulars. 

Of 17,500 registered at Cen- 
tral Casting Bureau, 619 aver- 
aged one day's work a week. 

If $18.64 a week is a living in 
Hollywood, only 218 extras 
made a living. 











outiined in the six-year table, The 
Shrinking Mob. 
In addition to the drop of avail- 
(Continued on page 21) 





All You Can Hold for 
$1.50 in N. O. Nitery 


New Orleans, Feb. 8. 


Suburban Gardens, one of the 
town’s leading nighteries, is offer- 
|ing all you can eat and drink for 
'$1.50. The drinking is strictly ‘soft. 
| Management states it is going in 
for volume and attuning itself to 
changed conditions. Not only is it 





Vow . “ ‘ e . P . 9 : 4 e - 
Procedure is almost standard In newsreels and a short recital by aj (including 12 girls), but it is mak- 


, not cutting its band or floor show 
ing the entertainment more pre-| 
‘tentious, 


O02 WALY PAY 


FILM MOB'S TOUGHEST YEAR 


56 PAGES 











| Killing Peddlers 





Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Most elaborate system of 
eluding plot peddlers, stock 
solicitors, yacht hawkers and 


insurance salesmen ever c 
ceived is now in Sporeticala 
the Marx Bros. 

They have perfected a cir- 
cuit of telephone numbers 
which is a series of never less 
than.10. When anyone calls 
one of these numbers and asks 
for a Marx, he’s referred to 
the next phone on the list, etc., 
all the way down the line. 
Maids, chauffeurs, relations 
and gag men of the Marx's 
are all working on the system 
passing the buck to the next 
number. 

If an exhausted caller 
reaches the last phone, he’s 
given the first number again 
and sometimes goes around the 
circuit again before getting the 
idea, 











IF YOU HAVE A LIZZIE 
YOU'RE FAMED IN RUSSIA 


Moscow, Jan. 25. 


Possession of a Ford makes one 
automatically famous in Moscow. 
Many people who have not read 
a word of his novels now know 
Boris Pilnyak because he returned 
from his trip to the United States 
with a shiny little Ford in tow. 

Automobiles are still such a 
rarity—especially privately owned 
cars—that they attract attention. 








|; When the car is parked in front of 


some house nearly everyone who 
passes it says, ‘Here's Pilnyak.’ 





| 


i 


Indeed, the Theatre of Revues 
here has a whole sketch in its new 
program based on Pilnyak and his 
Ford. Years of writing novels and 


| articles didn’t make him a charac- 
| ter worthy of stage production. But 


the ownership of a Ford did. 


Coinless Animals 


Feb. 8. 
Longfellow 





Minneapolis, 
hit 

Gardens, local zoo, so hard that the 
starvation 
funds are obtained from the estate 


Depression has 





animals face unless 


| 
} 


of the lote ¥F.. Jones, founder and 





operator, ruw in Ntigation in pro- 
bate court. 

Matter is revealed in a petition 
of F. Colby Rowell, son-in-law of 
Mrs. Jones and present owner and 
operator of the zoo, who asks for 
an emergency disbursement from 
the estate. Rowel claims that banks 
here refuse to advance money, de- 
spite that the zoo is valued at $89,- 
000 and the Rowells have a 
in the large 
collateral. 





share 


Jones’ estate as 


Winter Olympics Bad Flop, Cost Lake 
Placid Over $500,000: 


Gross $80,000 


Lake Placid, N. Y., Feb. 8. 
The third Olympic winter games 
(4) with 
the guest 


opened here Thursday 


Governor Roosevelt as 
star, flags and bunting waving in 
the wind and the official Olympic 
books wallowing in red ink. About 
5,000 attended the opening, mostly 
drawn from the surrounding towns 


to see the governor and find out 
what it was all about. 

With the Olympics under way, it 
looks like the deficit for the village 
will be around $500,000, and prac- 
tically no chance for the receipts 
to get any higher than $80,000. 
There are so many Officials, boy 
scouts and complimentary guests, 
the crowd at the opening contained 
about 1,500 deadheads. The after- 
noon crowd opening day dwindled 
down to 1,000 and subsequent at- 
tendance will probably fall off 
sharply as the novelty and ballyhoo 
wears. 

According to the admission scale, 
there is no depression, with the 
grandstand price per session $5 per 
head. Seats in the bleachers cost 
$3, and standing room, which is lo- 
cated on top of a hill a long dis- 
tance away, is $1.50. There are no 
depression prices, but there is a 
depression crowd. 

The story behind the Olympics 
rests with the late Melvil Dewey, 
founder of the Lake Placid Club, 
and his son, the present head of the 
club, who sold Lake Placid the idea 
of the Olympics and thereupon se- 
cured the games for the village 


(Continued on page 36) 


MONTE CARLO IS PIKING; 
PLAY WHEELS FOR 20c 


Paris, Feb. 1. 

Riviera resorts’ city fathers, for- 
merly uppish when dictating terms 
to gambling emporium magnates, 
now find their position reversed. 
Civic officials are begging the chance 
spots to keep open, 

The Casino has reduced gambling 
minimums to an unprecedented ex- 
tent to permit the cheapest gamblers 
to lose their money in the formerly 
ritzy joint. ‘Trente et Quarante’ is 
still $1.20, but for 20c you can gam- 
ble in state at Roulette. 

Yet this is nothing compared to 














the crawling done by other places to 
;snatch the trade. Tennis clubs are 
;}cutting entrance fees to below 50c 
land the polo club is resorting to tha 
| trick of providing a $1 lunch. Als 
|this is topped by Juan les Ping 
Casino, which, contrary to its frane- 
chise, didn’t reopen, being offered 
‘not only exemption on the fine fos 
breach of contract, but any induce« 


|}ment it can wish for if it cone 
i descends to resume the coming seae 
son. It is doubtful whether Jay 
Could is going to throw more good 
j|money after bad. 
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Self-Absorbed Producer’s Neglect 
Of Fan and Exhib Fatal—Brook 





—-—- + 
Among the passengers on the ERSKIN’S U.A. TESTS 
Bremen Wednesday last, Clive siicaati 


Brook was most eager to shove off. 


destination of secondary im- 
portance, the British film star 
hoped to arrive, as a result of a 
brief vacation, at a mental state 
free from the befuddlement and 
frustration of Hollywood. 

Mr. Brook sees himself as the 
proverbial man who is ‘a prophet 


save in his own country.’ He cites 
his own case as representative of 
the many silent film players whose 
studio prestige was reduced by Hol- 
lywood’s catering to luminaries im- 
ported from the legitimate stage. 
The fact that silent stars were es- 
tablished with the public opened 
them to the danger of being used 
in support of potential stars who 
had to be developed through the 


new vocal medium. Stage recruits, 
Mr. Brook declares, received—and 
still receive—highest consideration 
from their studios. 

‘The ex-silent player has little 
chance of asserting himself on the 
lot ‘today,’ thinks Mr. Brook. ‘He 
is accepted as a studio fixture. He 
has a long term contract and is 


expected to stay in the traces. 
Actor’s Following Hurt 

‘In my own case, I know that my 
fan following has been affected as 

a result of the ill-considered char- 
acterizations foisted upon me since 
the advent of talking pictures. Pop- 
ularity is inevitably menaced by a 
series of dull, priggish parts, un- 
sympathetically motivated. I have 
argued against them not only for 
my own sake but in behalf of the 
films in which I appeared. 

‘But picture executives are blind 
to all but their own opinions. They 
have little respect for actors and 
authors, they ignore the valuable 
comment of exhibitors, and are con- 
tent with glossed over analyses of 
public reaction.’ 

Mr. Brook complains that selec- 
tion of scripts is guided, not by 
dramatic sincerity or adaptability to 
casts, but by similarity to any type 
of story that has created a momen- 
tary vogue. One successful film is 
followed by ten or more copies that 
hope to realize on the success of 
an original production. The sub- 
ject is drained dry, audiences are 
enervated by plot repetition, en- 
thusiasm toward the entire’ in- 
dustry is lessened. 

Ignore Exhib Views 

Rushing through production to 
keep up with their schedules, pro- 
ducers lose interest in a film after 
its release — the very time, Mr. 
Brook argues, that they should be 
giving closest attention to public 
reaction in order to profit by their 
errors. He believes that producers 
are largely indifferent to the criti- 
cism 6f exhibitors, the most relia- 
ble contact between the makers of 
pictures and their audiences. 

‘Exhibitors not only know show 
values,’ explains the actor, ‘they are 
in a position to relay audience com- 
ment indicating wherein the studio 
has been right or wrong in the han- 
dling of a star, the selection of a 
story, the development of a script. 
Engrossed by future product, they 
ignore this important avenue to im- 
provement. 

‘Producers derive only superficial 
deductions from the invaluable box 
office seores published in ‘Variety.’ 

Instead of ascertaining from ex- 
hibitors the reasons for these gross- 
es, they struggle on, formulating 
and abiding by their own opinions. 

‘It is less trouble just to blame 
an actor or actress for the failure 
of a picture than to analyze and 
discover where the fault really lies. 
Was the script worthwhile? Were 
the main characters developed sym- 
pathetically? Did the production 
have tempo, shading, humor, strong 
climax? Minds too occupied to in- 
sure proper filmatic ingredients be- 
fore release, do not see the wis- 
dom of research, invaluable though 
it may be, after the picture has 
been sold and marketed.’ 

Mr. Brook does not fail to prac- 
tice what he preaches, though he 
has thus far been unable to profit 
appreciably by his thoughtful at- 
titude toward film product. On the 











Second place is better than 
third. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 


Directing Them in East and Re- 
ported on Payroll 
Chester Erskin is presumed to 
be on United Artists’ payroll while 
directing tests for that Company in 
the east at Paramount’s Long 

Island studio. 

Report that Erskin will go to the 
Coast, after staging ‘Little Old Boy’ 
(play) for Jed Harris, in which UA 


is- interested, is denied. Erskin’s 
UA connection is traced to the 
Harris-UA hookup through Lewis 
Milestone. 

Erskin has been handling tests 
for Jeanne Greene, Nell Efirds, 
Tom Powers and Walter Kings- 
ford. 





Fan Mags Take | 
Publicity Stuff 
To Trim Budget 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Current issues of fan mags are 
going the limit in ignoring free 


lance chatterers, who have hit the 
lowest period in their careers so 
f... as remuneration is concerned. 
Mags are using stories written by 
members of the press departments 
of various major studios, 

Names listed as authors are El- 
anor Packer and Clarence Locan, 
Metro: Julia Lang, Paramount; 
John Miles, Radio; Frances Deaner, 


Fox; Carlyle Jones, First National, 


and Joseph Steele, p.a. for Richard 
Barthelmess. 


Fan sheets have succumbed to 


cutting the budget plenty by ac- 
cepting stories from the studio 
p.a.’s. Some of the p.a.-writers are 


paid for their work while others 
do it for recognition or the plug. 
In a number of cases studio press 
departments have furnished gratis 
stories of players, written by staff 
members. Mags have also wel- 
comed material from studio writers 
written on the side. Film firms 
encourage the writing of fan mag 
articles by their publicity staffs. 


METRO PAYS $100,000 
FOR GUILD’S ‘REUNION’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Metro paid $100,000 for the pic- 
ture rights to the Theatre Guild's 
current stage hit in New York, ‘Re- 
union in Vienna.’ With the picture 
go its stage stars, Lunt and Fon- 
tanne, at their joint contract price 
to Metro of $85,000 per picture. 

Understanding is that the stage 
couple will ask to be relieved of 
their Metro contract after the ‘Re- 
union’ picture. When making ‘The 
Guardsman’ for Metro, Alfred Lunt 
and his wife, Miss Fontanne, con- 
cluded they would not continue to 
appear in pictures in which they 
were permitted to say or suggest 
so little as in ‘The Guardsman.’ 


Conchita Goes Vaude 
After Ziegfeld Drops 


Conchita Montenegro is ‘showing’ 
for RKO in Paterson, N. J., the 
current first haif. She is carrying 
the Joe Fejer orchestra and Charles 
Columbus. 

Miss Montenegro, recently on the 
coast for Fox, came east to go into 
the new Ziegfeld show. The latter 
dropped her during rehearsals. 














day that his pictures go into pro- 
duction, he estimates their possi- 
bilities of success or failure. He 
has made 42 pictyes in the VU. S. 
and on only’ threethas he guessed 
inaccurately. He féllows box office 
scores religiously, meets with ex- 
hibitors on trips across country. As 
a result, he knows where the weak- 


ness in his own career lies. He 
hopes to ‘start work on his next 
production so refreshed by a six- 


weeks’ holiday that he will attack 
his well thought out problem with 
the self-assurance of a newly en- 














gaged stage star. 





WILL MAHONEY 


In Earl Carroll’s “Vanities” 

The London “Star” said: “Mr. 
Will Mahoney’s act is the last word 
in polished speed. It strikes a new 
note in music hall comedy. This 
amusing funster brought down the 
house.” 

Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 


1560 Broadway 





UNAUTHORIZED 


Store Digs Up 10-Yr.-Old 
Photo of Mary Pickford 





N. Y. 


Unauthorized use of Mary Pick- 
ford’s photograph, one taken years 
ago when she had long hair, in ad- 
vertisements of McCreery’s, New 
York department store, has been 
taken up by United Artists with 
Miss Pickford. Actress has been in- 
formed of its use and her wishes in 
the matter are being awaited. 

First ad appeared last week in the 
New York dailies, tieing up the 
Pickford likeness with an ad fcr 
photographs. It mentions that Jean 
Sardou has just returned from 
Hollywood where he photographed 
many of the stars. One used of 
Miss Pickford was taken 10 years 
ago. 


Ask Press Groups 
To Watch Stories 
With Film Angles 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Hays Office has the promises of 
two news services, the Associated 
and United Press, to investigate 
stories using the picture business 
for an alibi or for color. Under- 
standing with the news associations 
follows repeated publication of 
hundreds of unfavorable yarns in 
which the principals have promis- 
cuously claimed association with 
the industry. 

Hays men are not concentrating 
upon individual dailies in the ef- 
fort to make their reading matter 
foolproof from film phoniness, but 
last week the Chicago Film Board 
of Trade went to work on a story 
published here which had a stenog- 
rapher refusing ‘a movie offer’ in 
lieu of identifying a bank robber. 

The girl was after ‘ards inter- 
viewed by Hays’ representatives 
and denied ever having received a 
film bid for her silence. 








Metro’s First Seven-Year 
Contract Out in 6 Mos. 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Rolant Varno, first player at 
Metro to be signed under a seven- 
year contract when the California 
Legislature allowed term contracts 
to go beyond the former five-year 
limit, went off the payroll after six 
months. 

Varno altogether has been under 
contract at Metro 18 months, but 
appeared only in one picture, the 
German version of ‘Big House.’ 


BILL KENT’S FILM 
Billy Kent, legit comedian, goes 
Radio for one picture, plus options. 
To start in May. He previously did 
some film work for Universal. 
Kent is currently in ‘Little Rack- 
eteer’ (musical), in New York. 





Show and Film 
William Gargan, in ‘Animal King- 
dom,’ will double into ‘Sensation’ 





for Paramount on L. L 





WHO HATES WHO 


and One Does 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
of the same story ap- 
two fan mags simul- 
taneously this month was. only 
averted at the last moment when 
Dorothy Darnell, coast rep for ‘Mo- 
tion Pictures,’ informed Velva 
Darling, fan and syndicate writer, 
that her mag was going to publish 
Miss Darling's ‘Who Hates Who in 
Hollywood.’ Yarn was on the forms 
and was to be featured on the 
cover. 

Miss Darling 
Reid of ‘Motion 


Situation 
pearing in 


called Lawrence 
Picture’ in New 
York long distance and explained 
that the story had already been 
sold to ‘Photoplay’ and Reid yanked 
it just in time, 

Miss Darling had originally sub- 
mitted the story to Miss Darnell, 
who turned it down, but with the 
request to send it on to New York 
for Reid’s private perusal and en- 
joyment. Writer said that was okay 
and then sold the article to ‘Photo- 
play.’ Not realizing this, Reid liked 
it so well he sent it to the compos- 
ing room. 


FILM EXTRAS 
DANCE HALL 
STARS 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Motion picture extra girls who 
went into downtown taxi dance- 
halls when jobs grew scarce in 
Hollywood have ruined the 10 cents 
a dance thing for the regulars. 

Used to be so hard to secure girls 
for the halls that a guarantee of 
$15 a week was given regulars. But 
that’s out now with more girls than 
jobs. Currently there are 400 
femmes registered at City Hall as 
dance hostesses. 

Entrance of ex-picture workers 
into the taxi halls has brought about 
a caste system, dependent on looks 
and clothes with.the classes referred 
to in true picture parlance ‘stars, 
‘featured players’ and ‘the mob.’ 

Class Tells 

Difference is the populartiy of the 
girls and their ability to entice ex- 
tra tickets from male partners. Mob 
classification is content with one 
ticket but the ‘featured players’ can 
get two or three when business is 
good. Some of the ‘stars’ are good 
for five and more. 

Top stardor> was one former film 
mob worker who turned in $78 
worth of tickets in one night half of 
which, under the 50-50 system, was 
her's. 

But such picking is not so soft 
any more, with lookers at not such 
a premium and more competition for 
the dime spenders. 


PAR FILM’S 7 LEGITS 


Four more legit players are set 
for Paramount's ‘Sensation’ at the 
Long Island studio. Added four 
make seven stage people placed in 
the talker by Mike Connolly of 
Jenie Jacobs’ staff. 

Michael Milan, Bill Geer, Nina 
Walker and Alan Campbell com- 
prise the quartet. 


SAILINGS 


Feb. 26 (Los Angeles to Paris), 
Ethel Smallwood (Winnipeg).- 

Feb. 17 (Los Angeles to Tahiti), 
Douglas Fairbanks (Makura). 

Feb. 13 (London .o New York), 
Sam Morris, Mrs. Max Milder, 
Arthur Dent (Bremen). 

Feb. 6 (New York to Havana), 
Helen F. Cohan (Calmares), 

Feb. 5 (London to Canada), Barry 
Jones, Maurice Colborne, ‘Queen's 
Husband’ company (Montcalm). 

Feb. 3 (New York to Paris) Fred 
Bacos, Kent Cooper, Walter Lipp- 
man, Mr. and Mrs. Clive Brook, Mr. 
and Mrs. Oscar Straus, Albert 
Spalding (Bremen). 

Feb. 3 (New York to Amsterdam), 
Frederick Spaulding (Bremen). 

Jan. 31 (Los Angeles to New 
York), Stanley Dawson (Pennsyl- 
; Vania). 











Two Fan Mags Wanted to Tell, 


Talk Bonus as Salve for Salary Cut 
Wounds and Means to Better Results 


+ 





| Putting the picture business on a 
hacen basis is being talked about 
by industry leaders. That the 
chance for extra money will breach 
over salary cut wounds and stimu. 
the belief of 
The subject 
right now is highly controversial in 
those corners where it is being dis« 


late the employee is 


the bonus proponents. 


cussed. 


Skouras Brothers are among the 
first to delve into the bonus idea for 
a big theatre circuit. While al] 
house managers have been effected 
by recent pay the 


Skouras method is that the manager 


reductions, 


now gets a share of what he saves, 
as well as a portion of the extra 
business he brings to his theatre. 
However, that the Skouras methe- 
od of declaring the emplovee in on 
cash saving or earning, is not the 
principle which should guide the 
industry is expressed by overseers, 
These men claim such methods will 
draw complaints from patrons that 
the theatre has been overly cheap- 
ened by rigid economies. Conten- 
tion of this faction is that a bonus 
solution might be its application on 
a yearly instead of a monthly 
basis after check-up on each house, 
and comparisons with the previous 
year, had been made. 
In and Out Mgrs. 
Another point brought out is the 
constant changes in managerial 
ranks. With the average manager 
uncertain of the period of his office, 
he could easily ride slip shod over a 
community in his effort to make the 
most in the shortest time while do- 
ing his theatre irreparable harm. 
As for bonuses for sales forces, it 
is held that lump sums handed out 
judiciously would be effective. Fear 
of misrepresentation, for the quick 
money, and further trouble in exe 
hibitor-distributor relations is ade 
mitted for companies should they 
not hold the bonus reins tightly. 
Nobody seems to want to delve 
into the matter of bonus system, as 
it would apply to the studios and 
their personnel in general. 


AIR VOTE PUTS 
BIRTH ON TOP 


Hollywood, Feb. &. 

Recent questionnaire sent out 
nightly for a week by KNX re- 
vealed that ‘Birth of a Nation’ is 
still considered the best picture they 
have ever seen by the radio listeners 
who ans ered. It gives the Griffith 
film top honors in a preferred list 
which included 196 films voted for 
by over 1,200 people. Popularity of 
the outcome is the number of old 
features which drew solid quotas. 

Second camc ‘Ten Commande 
ments,’ followed by ‘Covered Wagon’ 
and ‘King of Kings.’ In fifth spot 
was ‘Byrd at the South Pole,’ 
‘Cimmaron’ was next and the most 
recent production to figure in the 
first 25 films selected. 

Also quite a few minor westerns 
received a few votes from rural dis- 
tricts. 





$115,000 for ‘Barretts’ 


Top figure offered so far for the 
picture rights of the stage hit, ‘Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ is reported 
at $115,000. 

It is problematical whether Kath- 
erine Cornell, star of the play, can 
be induced to appear in the picture. 
She is camera-shy. 

Two companies are said to be bid- 
ding for the film rights. 


TENACIOUS SEYMOUR 
Hollywood, Feb. &. 


Three times James Seymour has 
been given his closing check by 


Radio-Pathe, but every time the 
action was rescinded. 

Last instance occurred a week 
ago when the writer was sup- 


posedly through after the Soviet spy 

story at Radio was shelved. 
Writer was called back immedi- 

ately to work on ‘Symphony of Six 





Million.’ 
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New Columbia Line Up Favors 


‘ will be the 
adopt the 


with 


first picture 
salary-per- 
meritorious 


Co'tumbia 


company to 


method 


antawe 
Ceiirtast 


gtars, directors and writers. Both 
Harry Cohn and Walter Wanger 


yesterday announced studio-worker 
participation in the box office re- 
ceipts as a feature under the re- 
alignment of executive personnel 
and production policy. 

In a joint interview these execu- 
tives said the new Columbia will 
be the closest intermediary between 
stage and yet attempted in 
the film industry. 

More money than has ever been 
invested by Columbia will be ex- 
pended in its new production sched- 
ule. Latter will be determined as 
to number before Harry Cohn re- 
turns later this week to the coast 
where, president he will main- 
tain his headquarters. 

Proof of the decided turn in story 
trend for their ’32-’83 year was pre- 
sented by Cohn and Wanger in 
their purchase of screen rights to 
‘The Washington Merry-Go-Round.’ 

Favor Plays 

Wanger will remain in the east to 
elect story material and new legit 
talent. The company, according to 
the executives, will be partial to 
plays. In certain instances, they 
stated, they will not only negotiate 
for the rights to plays but will en- 
gdeavor to secure the services of the 
entire original cast. All production 
will be continued in the Hollywood 
studios. 

Columbia, according to both Cohn 
and Wanger, will do away with the 


screen 


as 


long term contract system. In the 
estim.tion of Wanger that method 
became obsolete with the passing 
of silent pictures. 

Stars, especially, and many of 
the writers and directors will be 


kept on a picture to picture basis. 
Wanger emphasized that Columbia 
will be partial to legit people and 
will endeavor to keep them fresh 
by using the average in not more 
than two features annually. In 
this way Columbia hopes to afford 
greater co-operation with the legit- 
imate. 
Royalty 

On the matter of royalties the 
execs stated that only artists hav- 
ing a conspicifous role in the pic- 
ture will be considered. In such 
Cases the immediate outlay of cash 
will be reduced, the remainder be- 
ing substituted by the cut in the 
6amble on what the picture will 
grass. 

Columbia also is abandoning the 
Old practice of writing stories for 
People. The stories, it was stressed 
by Cohn, will be completed in the 
Cast. Cast will be fitted accord- 
ingly, where the entire legit line- 
up is not brought on from New 
York. 

Wanger is of the belief that Co- 
lumbia should make fewer and bet- 
ter pictures. Harry Cohn concedes 
the quality point, but wants to 


talk the number over with the 
Sales force. Jack Cohn believes the 
Company will turn out the same 


Humber as 31-32—just 26. 

Reports that Wanger bought into 
Columbia or joined with Harry 
Cohn in Cohn's purchase of Joe 
Brandt’s Columbia stock, are denied 
by the Columbia people. Wanger is 
now a Columbia v. p. 


Exhibs Rob Bank 


Dallas, Feb. 8. 

And now it's in show biz, too. Re- 
Ported here that two Texas indie 
exhibs have been arrested in- Lou- 
isiana for bank robbery. Names are 

ing withheld by local trade men. 

Robbery vw-as staged shortly be- 
fore the exhibs were forced to close 
their theatre. 


Woolf Sticks 


. Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Edgar Allen Woolf will remain at 
€tro for another year. 

Woolt’s option was taken up by 
etro about 10 














days ago. 





Salary-Percentage for Talent 





M-G WRITERS’ WAIT 


Non-Contract Men Off Salary Be- 
tween Assignments—On Call 


Holywood, Feb. 8. 
Metro staff 


further pangs as studio economies 





writing is suffering 
are being pushed. All non-contract 
personnel unassigned to in 
work going off the payroll to the 
‘waiting list’ with promise of pref- 
erential bids on future assignments 
as they develop. 

In the past the 
merely been 


stories 


waiting list has 
those without imme- 
diate work, but still on salary for 
prospective needs. Now, when a 
writer completes a job he goes off 
the payroll until needed again 





3 MORE FOR MARLENE; 
NEW PAR AGREEMENT 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Instead of her projected visit to 
Germany in April, following com- 
pletion of her next and final pic- 


ture for Paramount, Marlene 
Dietrich has postponed the jaunt in 


favor of a new Par contract. 
Star will do three additional fea- 
tures which will extend her stay 


here by about a year. 

Move may be related to the cur- 
rent ferment 
Hollywood 
can return 
country. 


on foreign players in 
as to whether they 
here if they leave the 


Extras’ Pickup 


Hollywood, Feb. 8, 

Pick-up of about 100 extras a 
day with an average of 594 busy 
daily last week. 

William Seiter’s dancehall set for 
‘Veneer’ (Radio) used 155 Monday 
(1) and 160 Tuesday. Next hot- 
test spot was the ‘Grand Hotel’ lob- 
by at Metro, where Edmond Gould- 
ing employed 136 extras Wednes- 
day and 125 Friday. 

There were 29 features 
duction last week 
start this week. 


in pro- 
and eight more 





Radio Trains Andre 
With Bible Readings 


Hollywood, Feb, 8. 
When Gwili Andre completes her 
preliminary training for a picture 
role, Radio will give her a first 
chance in John Barrymore's second 
picture to be made at this studio. 
Film will not start until summer. 
Meantime, the Swedish girl is be- 
ing coached by Irving Pichel, ac- 
tor and dialog director borrowed 
from Paramount, who has Miss An- 
dre reading aloud daily from the 
Bible. 


Will Rogers Arrives 


Will Rogers again reaches New 
York, this time by the ‘Europa, 
which docks today (Tuesday). 

First thing happening to Rogers 
upon his return was an offer ‘to ap- 
pear for a week at the RKO Palace. 
He hasn't decided, 





———s 


SCHORR STILL IDLE 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

William W. Schorr, Broadway 
legit director, brought here some 
weeks ago by Paramount for a di- 
rectorial job, is on the lot but still 
sans script. Will be put to work as 
soon aS a suitable story can be 
found, 





NEW NAME FOR NORA 

Nora Gregor, German import be- 
ing put into domestics by Metro 
has been rechristened. Studio didn't 
figure her first name _ sufficientl) 
dignified. 

She'll meet the publi 
Gregor. 


46 Tilean ra 





COWEN AS DIRECT 


REP UF THEATRES: 





Speculation Over What Ef- 
fect on Picture Making 
Theatre Domination May 
Have—New Angle in Pro- 
duction 


2 WAY ARGUMENT 


Hollywood, Teb. 8. 


in rocal Paramount 


It is felt 
circles here that Emanuel Cohen, as 
he will develop in interest and work 
at the Par studio, is a direct repre- 
sentative of Sam Katz, head of the 


Publix Theatres. The Katz in- 
fluence at the Paramount studio 
may give the theatre end of a pro- 
ducer-exhibitor company domina- 
tion over production. 

The theatres’ heavy hand in the 
studo, if the reports on Cohen are 
correct, happens for the first time 
in Hollywood. Heretofore the 
studios have been in a position to 
wave aside the eastern desire to 
more fully control the picture mak- 
ing end, 

Cohen, recently appointed a vice- 
president without duty defined, and 
member of the Paramount-Publix 
board of directors, is believed to 
have been sent into the new spots 
and titles at the suggestion of Katz. 
It will not be a surprise move if 
Cohen eventually moves to the top 
of Paramount production, if he is 
not virtually there at present, 

Schulberg 

Rumors for some time and of in- 
creased intensity, lately, mostly 
from the east, have said that B. F. 
Schulberg, currently the Paramount 
studio chief, might move over to 
Radio Pictures. Locally that is 
doubted, through Hiram Brown, 
RKO president, on the studio lot 
the past few weeks, having made 
overtures from reports to Ernst 
Lubitsch and Lewis J, Milestone, 
both leading directors, to handle 
unit productions for Radio. Noth- 
ing was concluded with the di- 
rectors, both of whom are at liberty 
to make new connections, 

The studio or the theatre as the 
mightier hand in film making has 
ever been a two-way argument. A 
theatre man will allege his informa- 
tion on the tastes and wants of the 
public are more accurate than the 
studio’s, since the theatre is closest 
to the patron. A producer’s 
counter-argument, amongst many 
more by either side, is that instruc- 
tions from the theatre to the studio 
on what to make would kill initia- 
tive at the studio and result in a 
machine-made product. While the 
producer also thinks that if the the- 
atre is permitted to tell him what 
to make, it will go farther and tell 
him how to make it 

What Cohen Says 

B. P. Schulberg met Emanuel 
Cohen at San Bernardino Saturday 
(6) and took him to Palm Springs 
for a week end confab. 30th are 
due back at the studio today (Mon- 
day). Cohen states he will main- 
tain headquarters in east but visit 
Coast regularly. He says he will 
not interfere with Schulberg’s. pro- 
duction activities and will linger 
here three weeks on this trip. 

Watterson Rothacker denies the 
reports he succeeds Mike Levee as 
Paramount business manager, say- 


ing he has no affiliation set with 
the studio. 
Levee, whose contracts expires in 


June, states that if it isn’t re- 
newed, he'll go into independent 
producing and end his major studio 
connections, 


CANTOR CAL. BOUND 


the Coast 
long sta! 


Eddie Cantor leaves for 
today (Tuesday) after a 
in the east. 

Around April 1 he goes into pro- 

ion on Sam Goldwyn’'s ‘Bally- 
by Herbert Fields. It’s the 
first of two pictures he’ll make this 


duct 


hoo,’ 


year, 


oa. 
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oasts Contract Anticipators 
ood Merchants with Orders; 
Then It's Double Anticipation 





$6 Saves $2 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Best clients of the pay-loan 
libraries are the studio reading 
departments. Some are 
eutright, but ma- 
hired at 2c for 
examination. 


Studio 


books 
the 
a day 


bought 


jority are 


and 
keep a book long 
run up a bill of 65 
or as rental. If there's any 
interest in the book it is 
shunted from exec to exec, and 


readers execs 
usually 
enough ‘to 


sometimes by the time it gets 

back to the library a $2 book 

has cost the studio $6. 
Paramount's policy is to 


buy books cutright. 














MEXICAN ELOPEMENTS 
ILLEGAL, SAYS CONSUL 


Feb. 8. 


here 


Le s A ngeles, 


From the Mexican consulate 


comes a doubt that those convenient 
Tia Juana marriages have any 
legality. Many of the ceremonies 
were performed in flagrant viola- 
tion of existing residence, witness, 
and other legal requirements of 
Mexican law, it is pointed out, 

Not that it would matter in most 
but where litigation 
there is an embarrassing possibility 
of an innocent party being guilty 
of anything from polygamy to sv- 
duction. Mexicans themselves have 
started tightening up. 

Dozens of film people, 
have gone to Tia Juana 
route when seeking a swift knot- 
ting. Likely that the Mexican mar- 
riage will be a thing of the past in 
a short time as the word gets 
around as to the hazards, 


Radio Outs 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Frederick Latham, brought to 
the coast by Wm. LeBaron for Ra- 
dio’s attempt to operate legit lo- 
cally last year, has been faded from 
the payroll, 

Writers out this week are Pete 
Milne and Humphrey Pierson. Louis 


cases, arises 


many 
celebs, 








Stevens will follow them when his 
contract expires Friday (12) and 
Bernard Schubert will go Feb. 23, 


when his term expires, 


Ben Lyon’s Tour 


Ben Lyon will play three stage 


weeks: for Fox and one for RKO 
starting Feb. 13 at the Fox, St. 


Louis, on a Lyons & Lyons booking. 
The other Fox weeks will fall in 

Washington and Philadelphia. The 

one RKO date will be Baltimore, 





RUTH ETTING TO COAST 


Ruth Etting may leave for Holly- 
wood around March 1 upon conclud- 
ing her Fox picture house bookings 
to fulfill two tentative film jobs. 

Goldwyn wants Miss Etting for 
the Eddie Cantor picture and Radio 
wants her for three songs in a 
flicker, 





CAREW’S RADIO EFFORT 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Edmund Carew seems to be set 
for a one picture directorial con- 


tract with Radio, 

If he gets the assignment it will 
be his first directing effort in about 
18 months 


<td, 





Dix Vacationing 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 





Richard Dix is heading east for 
a three weeks’ vacation. 

Upon return he will do ‘Roar of || 
the Dragon,’ Chinese story, i 


— —_——_—___- —---— 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Optionitis, a disease peculiar to 
Hollywood, has its opposite in con- 
tract anticipation. While the for- 
mer causes untold dread in the 
minds of picture people the latter 
fills them with a of impor- 
tance and ego. 

Contract 
its 


sense 


anticipation never leaves 
affected. It 
in the 
But it havoc with 
merchants of Hollywood. 
Start on Cars 

people, when thev have 
slightest idea that they will be 
of a term contract, im- 
mediately think of buving things. 
As a rule they start looking at au- 
tomobiles. They don’t look at cheap 


those 
like a 


does work 


imprint on 


comes and goes cold 
head. 


the 


Picture 
the 
recipients 


cars; nothing but the best. Stock 
models never interest them — it 
must be something flashy. So it is 
that all trick models in Hollywood 
are known as ‘actors’ cars.’ 

They start off by giving the 


salesmen fast lines about their per- 


sonal likes and dislikes in cars 
Salesman usually falls for it until 
they talk of color vibrations. Lat- 
ter is a stock line with the an- 


ticipators and has become the tip- 
off. When the salesman wants to 
know if there is a car to be traded 
in, the actor admits he has a 1924 
crate with a bad paint job and a 
worse clutch, but with good rub- 
ber He also later admits that he 
still owes $75 on the car. He's 
chased out then, with instruction 
to come back when he has signed 
the contract. Just another Near 
acue for the auto salesman, but he's 


used to it now. 
Feathering Nest 
Real estate people are also vic- 
tims. They even go so far as-te 
(Continued on page 49) 


REQUESTED TO STAY 


Radio Gives H. J. Brown Another 
10 Weeks—4 Pictures 








Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Harry Joe Brown, whose con- 
tract with Radio terminates today 
(Monday), has been asked to re- 
main on the job until he has, as 
associate producer, cleaned up the 
four pictures on which he has been 
working. This will give him eight 
or 10 more weeks on the payroll. 
Brown has been handling all 
Pathe product for Radio, and prac- 
tically alone since Charles Rogers 
left. 
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Indies Think Budget Boost 
To $50,000 Permits Product 
Worthy of Major Co. Release 





Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Farsighted independent producers, 
who feel that the most opportune 
time for them to come to the front 
isthe present, are convinced that 
their only chance of breaking into 
the big money is through increase in 
budgets to give their pictures some 
semblance of class. 

With this in mind, a 
them are about to boost production 
costs from the average $26,000 indie 
cost to between $40,000 and $60,- 
000. 


number of 


Small Overhead 

Minus heavy overhead of a~large 
studio, indie producers believe that 
with the increased budget they can 
turn out product comparing favor- 
ably to the more expensive majo1 
releases, 

At Columbia, where production 
costs have always been held down, 
the average feature runs from $70,- 
000 to $80,000. Even at this figure, 
Columbia now carries an overhead 
of from $15,000 to $20,000 per fea- 
ture. 

Tiffany has managed to turn out 
its last three features at an aver- 
afe cost of $60,000. Overhead at the 
studio is small, with no one carried 
on the payroll between pictures ex- 
cept Sam Bischoff, several clerks and 
a watchman. 

No Set Construction 

Producers who are prepared to 
boost their production costs will 
have as overhead only their office 
and secretary. Most of them will 
eliminate the cost of set construc- 
tion by shopping around for some- 
thing appropriate already standing. 
Small cost of remodeling the set 
will be a material saving compared 
to building cost. Most of the ad- 
ditional production cost will go into 
cast, directing and dressing. 

Increased budget would also per- 
mit an indie to lengthen his time 
of production from an average eight 
days to two weeks. With the same 
cast, story and direction as used on 
cheap pictures, that difference of six 
days on production means the dif- 
ference between a quickie and an 
acceptable picture. 

With all major release outlets, ex- 
cept Metro, in the market for ad- 
ditional features, the better indie 
producer is not loosing much sleep 
over release, 


M-G NAMED AS FILMING 
SENATOR DAVIS’ BOOK 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Colony belief is that if Senator 
‘Jim’ Davis’ book, ‘The Iron Pud- 
dler,’ is made into a picture, Metro 
will do it. Local supposition is 
based upon Davis having been a 
guest here of Louis B. Mayer. 

Report is that the Bureau of Mines, 
in Washington, is responsible for 
selling Davis the idea that his book 
would make a film. The Bureau 
has an extensive moving picture 
department which has turned out 
hundreds of industrial reels, 





Agent Cops Girl While 
Waiting Test—U Squawks 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Inviting Onslow Stevenson and 
Gloria Stuart, from the Pasadena 
Playhouse, to take tests, Universal] 
gave Stevenson a contract but while 
Miss Stuart was waiting her chance 
an agent saw the girl and rushed 
her to Paramount. Latter studio 
then promised a termer. 

Universal] protested the deal and 
the matter is being arbitrated by 
the producers’ association today 
(Monday). 


N. Y. Stock as Legit 


Trial for Film Players? 


Stock troupe at the Riviera, N. Y., 
{fs apparently being used as a legit 
tryout spot for pictire players look- 
ing toward lower Broadway. Jean 
Arthur cast for ‘Lysistrata’ there 
with Carmen Barnes current in 
‘Broadway.’ 

Both actresses were recently re- 
leased by Paramount, with a mini- 
mum of publicity used in either 
case for the stock engagement. 

wr 





+ 





Loud Still 





Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Longworth, still 
Paramount's 


Buddy 
cameraman on 
‘Broken W ing,’ wanted to 
photograph a scene in which 
lightning strikes an_ interior. 
He was not satisfied with the 
lightning effect going into the 
film camera and asked for an 
extra dose, 

Technicians 
the juice and carbon 
effect, blowing out all lights 
on the set and knocking the 
generator off its base, caus- 
ing a tie-up of production for 
three hours. 

But Longworth got his still. 


Julian Saenger 


Dies on Way to 
Hospital in N. 0. 


New Orleans, Feb. 8. 

Julian Saenger, 58, for years one 
of the leaders in the film industry, 
died here Saturday night (6), from 
a heart attack, 

During the day he had com- 
plained of not feeling well and left 
his office earlier than usual, While 
seated at home after dinner with 
friends, he suddenly became very it). 
They rushed him to a hospital, but 
he toppled over in the car on the 
way. 

Saenger was born in Norfolk, Va. 
His father, a Jewish rabbi, moved 
to Macon, Ga., and then to Shreve- 
port, La., where Julian was reared. 
He was a graduate in pharmacy of 
Johns Hopkins University, and with 
a brother, Abe, engaged in the drug 
business in Shreveport, 

Julian’s entry into the picture 
field began with the arrival of E. V. 
Richards in Shreveport, Richards 
came into town with a touring com- 
pany, met the Saengers and induced 
them to take a flyer in a small pic- 
ture house on Main street. 

They ran that nickelodeon into a 
big picture circuit operating in 11 
southern states and central Amer- 
ica. The story of Julian Saenger 
and E. V. Richards is one of the 
romances of show business. 
Through the years they have been 
boon companions and pals. Right 
or wrong they clung together and 
everything they ever handled was 
cut down the middle with never a 
scratch of the pen, 

Julian Saenger was one of the 
South’s greatest showmen. No one 
knew boxoffice values better and, 
right or wrong, he was ever truth- 
fully sincere. He never cared for 
the limelight and preferred, as does 
Richards, to remain in the back- 
ground as to publicity. He was re- 
tiring to a fault, especially in the 
matter of his many charities. 

Through his many theatrical in- 
terests Julian Saenger was forced 
to interest himself in stocks as 
Wall Street came into the business. 
He was a ‘bull’ at the start and re- 
mained one to the end. The con- 
tinual worry and strain of the mar- 
ket may have aided in undermining 
his constitution. Although he was 
supposed to have retired two years 
ago, when the Saenger circuit sold 
out to Paramount-Publix, his many 
interests kept him constantly en- 
gaged at the Saenger office. It was 
a personal compliment, in a way, 
when Paramount retained Saenger 
as the name of its southern division. 

Three years ago Mr. Saenger mar- 
ried Mrs. Marjorie Kent, of this 
city, and a year later they adopted 
a boy. Sesides his wife and son 
he is survived by his brother, Abe, 
of Los Angeles, who retired about 
eight years ago and a sister, Mrs. L. 
M. Ash, of New York. Interment will 
be in Shreveport tomorrow (Tues- 
day). 
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Lee Kohimar’s Picture 


Lee Kohlmar, legit character 
actor, leaves for Holivwood this 


week for a one-picture try by Para- 
mount. Morris office placed. 
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EL BRENDEL 
Now playing in person at 
Roxy, New York. 

Next week, Fox, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Personal Direction 
SIDNEY PHILLIPS 
HARRY WARNER SOUTH 
May Meet J. L. There—Kane, Gra- 

ham, Wilk Also Sunning 


the 





Harry Warner is expected to leave 
New York this week for Florida, 
where he will spei.i 10 days or two 
weeks. Tentative arrangements are 
for the WB president to meet his 
brother Jack down there, who may 
come on from the Coast for the visit. 

Other film men now in the alliga- 
tor state include Bob Kane and John 
Graham of Paramount's foreign 
department, with another WB at- 
tache, Jake Wilk, story dept. head, 
also briefly vacationing there. 


Warfare in Far East 
Hot for Film Plots, 
But Must Be Neutral 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
in the east has all stu- 
dios looking for Oriental stories. 
Not yet deciding which way to 
jump, studio call is for stories in 
which there’s warfare, but the vil- 
lians must be bandits and not iden- 
tified with any particular country. 

It’s another phase of the recent 
story-picking scheme of obtaining 
ideas from the front page. Radio 
and Metro are in the van for such 
stories, also hoping to get on the 
band wagon following Paramount’s 
‘Shanghai Express.’ 

Metro is reported to have offered 
Pearl Buck $59,000 for ‘Good Earth,’ 
but the author is said to be asking 
$75,000 for her Chinese story, plus 
a contract which would give her 
supervisory rights and agreement 
not to change the text. 

A short time ago when Chinese 
stories weren’t so popular, Miss 
Buck was reported offering her 
novel for $12,000 without arbitrary 
strings and no takers. 


Hollywood Pan Taking 
Colored Legit Musical 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

The Pantages-Moorehouse- Silber 
colored musical, ‘Lucky Day,’ which 
closed at the Mayan Sunday night, 
goes into the Pantages Thursday, 
replacing ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) and ‘Marches Militaire,’ 
Fanchon & Marco unit, which will 
lay off. 

Show moves intact, but with over- 
ture and intermission out will run 
one hour and 55 minutes, playing 
three performances daily, with four 
on Saturday and Sunday. 

Possibility that it will move to 
Loew's State following the Pan en- 
gagement. 


Wheeler-Woolsey Want 
$125,000—Studio Counters 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Bert Wheeler and Robert Wool- 
sey, asking $125,000 per picture as 
a team for two films, were given a 
eounter offer by Radio of $30,000 a 
picture for four. 

Team states collectively that if 
Radio doesn’t renew, they will pro- 
duce a musical out here. 
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Robinson West 
Edward G. Robinson returns to 
the Coast today (Tuesday). 
Warner-Virst National star spent 
2 week in New York after returnin«® 
lfrom a European vacation. 





Orpheum Bondholders’ Ideas to 
Cut Down Losses on Dark Houses 


— Sa 








Always Something 





Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Eastern end of a publicity 
dept. was queried why some 
surefire stunt pictures had not 
landed with the photog syndi- 
cates in the east. 

New York p. a. flashed back 
with the newest alibi—syndi- 
cates were holding off because 
of the Sino-Japanese war. 


Skouras Spending 
Two Mons. on Coast; 


Fox-Poli Deal Cold 


spend the 
next eight or nine weeks in the west 











Spyros Skouras will 


personally setting policy for the Fox 
West which his 
brother, Charles, will have immedi- 
ate supervision. The two Skourases, 
along with Eddie Alperson, who will 
operate the Midwest branch of F- 
Wc, and A. S. Krappman, Spyros 
Skouras’ private secretary, leaves 
New York Wednesday (10) for L., A. 

The Skourases intend visiting 
every theatre in the F-W® chain, 
it is said. This may necessitate 
their staying away from New York 
longer than anticipated, 

Contract people in the Coast chain 
were the subject of a discussion at 
one of the conferences of the 
brothers last week. It was reported 
afterwards that there will be no 
wholesale dumping of executives 
and that whatever paper is torn up 
will be done only after an amicable 
adjustment has been reached. 

Reports that Arthur Fisher, inde- 
pendent vaude booker, would tie 
with Skouras as the chain’s booker 
of Fanchon & Marco stage shows, 
remained unverified yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

Skourases admit abandoning, tem- 
porarily at least, thoughts of opera- 
ting in New England. The deal for 
the Fox-Poli circuit, it is stated, is 
off so far as the brothers are con- 
cerned. 


Coast chain over 





Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
‘Fox-West Coast is operating 
currently with Oscar Oldknow, 


Harry Arthur and Charles Buckley 
in the east. Arthur and Buckley, 
latter F-WC treas., are in New 
York, Oldknow is in Chicago with 
Harley Clarke. Arthur stopped for 
a talk with latter on his way east. 

One of the first moves anticipated 
when the Skouras brothers arrive 
is radical slashing of admission 
prices throughout the circuit. Stim- 
ulating theatre managers to pep 
business up by offering cash 
bonuses and prizes is also expected, 
since this is another phase of pre- 
vious Skouras operation. 

At present, H. M. S. Kendrick, 
personnel chief, is the top man in 
the local F-WC eperations dept. 
Possibility of Alexander Pantages, 
a close personal friend of the 
brothers, entering the circuit’s op- 
eration is also spoken of here. 


4a 





U’s 4 Horrors 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Four horror stories are up for 
production at Universal with a fifth, 
‘Wolf Man’ back in the safe for 
the time being. 

In preparation are ‘Invisible Man,’ 
‘Ola Dark House,’ ‘Suicide Club’ and 
‘Cagliostro.’ 


Par. Elects Keough 


The Paramount board, in meeting 
yesterday (Monday), elected Austin 
C. Keough, general counsel of the 
company, to the board. He fills the 
vacancy caused by the recent death 
of William J. Wrigley, Jr. 

Keough, at the same time, was 
elected secretary of the corporation, 
succeeding E. J. Ludvigh, who re- 
cently resigned. 





DeMille’s Soviet Play 
Hollywood, Feb. &. 
Cecil DeMille for the east 
shortly to produce a play, ‘Squaring 
the Circle.’ 
Piece is a Soviet work which Wil- 


leaves 





liam A. Drake'‘is translating. 


+ 
Chicago, Feb, 8, 

Holders of preferred stock in the 
Orpheum Circuit have worked out 
their own campaign to atiempt to 
reduce the annual loss of $365,000 
the Orpheum is sustaining through 
itaving about 12 of its theatres dark, 
The Orpheum is a subsidiary of 
RKO, but is operated as a separate 
unit with all of Orpheum’g 
3€ theatres located from Chicago to 
the coast. 

The Chicago group of stockholde 
ers is estimating chances of turne 
ing some or all, if possible, of the 
dark Orpheums back to their local 
bondholders. The bondholders will 
be informed they can have the 
houses at cost. Besides ridding the 
Orpheum of the unwanted theatres, 
it will save the weekly upkeep of 
the dark houses now charged 
against the Orpheum Circuit on the 
RKO books. With the Orpheum 
end of the RKO chain also actually 
going into the red with the houses 
remaining open, the net loss of Ore 
pheum last year, paid by RKO, was 
over $500,600. 

800 Stockholders 


the 


Other Orpheum holding groups 
of preferred stockholders, 800 in 
all, may join the Chicago clique, 


In the Chicago group is represented 
around 14,000 Orpheum shares; on 
the coast is another 9,000 shares, 
and Boston also has its Orpheum 


faction. There is about $7,000,000 
outstanding in Orpheum preferred 
stock. It was to have paid 8% an- 


nually. Dividends were stopped 
about a year ago and have not been 
renewed, 

The Chicago stockholders are rue 
mored as possibly waiving a prome 
ise made by Hiram Brown, presie- 
dent of RKO, to acquire a separate 
theatre operator for the Orpheum 
western houses, 


COAST MIXUP ON LOEB 
AS WESTERN FILM CZAR 


Hollywood, Feb, 8. 

Story in the Los Angeles : Times’ 
last Friday (5) that Edwin Loeb, of 
(he legal firm of Loeb, Walker and 
Loeb, was to become western film 
czar amazed no one more than the 
local branch of the Hays office. The 
firm acts as attorneys for Metro, 
United Artists and the Hays office 
out here, 

Loeb is understood to have teles 
phoned the local Hays office that 
he had been interviewed by a 
‘Times’ reporter, but they thought 
nothing of it believing it simply a 
routine puff. However, the story as 
it appearéd read, ‘As western ezar 
over filmdom Loeb’ shares’ the 
throne with Will Hays, iong the 
czar of the motion picture indus- 
try.” Included was about a half 
column of details but no direct 
quotes from Loeb. 

An official denial of such a perch 
was issued by Loeb through the 
Hays office and said in part: ‘Ade 
ditional responsibilities assigned me 
by Will Hays constitute what is 
hardly more than an amplification 
of the work my law firm has been 
doing for the producers for years, 
Any talk of my being the arbiter 
or dictator in the west is ridicu- 
lous.’ 

A Hays’ producers meeting 
called for 1 p. m. today 
with Loeb expected to 
position, 

Another purpose of the meeting 
was to chide delinquent studios for 
not filing comptete lists of 
tracted talent as agreed under 
recent arbitration pact. 





was 
(Monday) 
clarify his 


cone 


the 


Concurrent with the Leeb pub- 
licity it is revealed that the Hays’ 
organization is not dipping into its 
own treasury to pay his salary as 
arbiter. Proposition was put up 
to producers as individuals and, as 
individuals, they were to remunere 
ate him and abide bz his decisions 
on contract squabbles. 

Front page the New York ‘Times’ 


Feb. 5 carried a lengthy detailed 
story of Edward J. .Loeb, in Los 
Angeles, becoming the western co- 
ezar with Will Hays of the film 
industry. 

Next day, Feb. 6, th Times’ 
carried a complete denial of the 





story on its obituary page. 
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Distribs Quit Effort to Control 
Admish Slashing Among Chi Nabes 








Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Local exchanges have ceased try- 
ing to enforce the admission price 
clauses in their picture contracts 
and are letting the exhibs go as far 
as they like in the price slashing 
mania. At first the exchanges made 
some attempts to stop the practice 
of tariff shaving by refusing to de- 
liver product, but they have decided 
that this method is merely cutting 
their own throats. Now they're sit- 
ting back, selling pictures and pay- 
ing no attention how the exhibs re- 
sell to the public. 

Feeling among the distributors is 
that they’ve done everything they 
could do to halt the habit, and that 
the situation is strictly the problem 
of the two exhibitor organizations 
which are supposed to have some 
advisory control over their mem- 
bers. 

Under Contract Price 

Practically every indie exhibitor 
in town is at present screening 
flickers at prices under the figures 
quoted in their contracts. Many 
are using various subterfuges to slip 
by the legalities, using the two-for- 
one ticket scheme or the ‘this ticket 
and 5c will admit one person’ gag. 

Other theatres which have no 
regular matinees are taking ad- 
vantage of matinee contract clauses 
allowing cheaper prices by opening 
at 6 p. m. and calling the hour from 
6 to 7 their early bird matinee. As 
a result, the exhibs in the first and 
second week of release are showing 
pictures at 10c and 15c, leaving the 
third, fourth or fifth, run men with- 
out anything to offer their public. 
These subsequent week theatres are 
finding it necessary to break the 10c 
minimum agreement by issuing the 
special two-for-one tickets, so that 
a great many of these theatres are 
back in the 5c admission category. 

It is these exhibitors in the sub- 
Sequent weeks of release who are 
regularly howling to the exchanges, 
but the distributors have plainly 
stated that they’ve washed their 
mitts of the entire business and that 
now it’s up to the exhib associations 
themselves to straighten out the 
mess among their own members. 

The exchanges, a few weeks ago, 
offered a plan for stabilizing admis- 
sion prices, placing the admission 
charge for the first week of relase 
at 25c, the second at 20c and the 
third at 15c, but none of the exhibi- 
tors have yet accepted this proposi- 
tion. 


Tri-Ergon Picks — 
Par as Defender 
For Test Action 


American Tri-Ergon Corp., in 
which William Fox holds control, 
has selected Paramount as defend- 
ant in the test case of its action 
against sound licensees of American 
electrics. Plaintiff is counting upon 
the case reaching trial in the New 
York Federal Court in April. 

Actions of Tri-Ergon allege en- 
croachment by American licensees 
upon two patents to which it lays 
claim. These have to do with the 
sound printing process, or super- 
imposing of the sound track upon 
the picture print, and a projection 
flywheel device. 

As the licensor in the first case, 
it is understood that Western Elec- 
tric will take the most active part 
in Paramount's defense since a de- 
Cision one way or the other will 
establish a precedent for all major 
American electric licensees. 


Hays’ Annual 

Will Hays leaves tomorrow (10) 
for his regular winter visit to the 
coast. He will be absent from New 
York for a month. 

While in Hollywood he will pre- 
Side at a session of the coast direc- 
torate. No revisions in the produc- 
tion code or special messages are 
Anticipated. 

Maurice 








‘ Mackenzie, secretary, fol- 
WS Wednesday, 





U’S PAR PRODUCT DEAL 


Means Splitting of Pictures Be- 


tween Par and RKO 

Universal this week is concluding 
a series of conferences with Para- 
moeunt on disposition of 1932- 
33 product. 

Outcome, it 
day, will 
of the U 
RKO, 


its 


was reported Mon- 
probably be the splitting 
product between Par and 


C. R. Hammer, from 
Radiator Field, as 
Par-Publix Official 


An executive post in Paramount- 
Publix has been created for the pur- 
pose of combining the real estate, 
construction, research, 
insurance other de- 
partments. C. R. Hammer, non- 
showman from Detroit and reported 
brought in by John Hertz, will head 
this coordinated setup. 

Hammer, an executive from the 
radiator manufacturing field, went 
on the Paramount payroll last week. 
Eugene Zukor has been in complete 
charge of maintenance and con- 
struction, 

About two 
Greenberg, in 
nance 


maintenance, 


and relating 


months ago, Morris 
charge of mainte- 
and construction under the 
younger Zukor, had the country 
split between division managers. 
James C. Bolger was brought in 
three weeks ago from the outside to 
head the real estate department, 
succeeding the late Ted Young. 
Henry Anderson is in charge of .in- 
surance, and Dr. N. M. LaPorte 
heads the research department, 

All will come under Hammer 
through the intended combination. 





Radio Completing 
Full Program and 
Adds Cheaper Line 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
All production slated for both 
Radio and Pathe programs will be 
completed. With the current pro- 


duction year ending March 30, 16 
pictures yet to be made plus four 
started on next year’s program, will 
mean heavy activity at Radio dur- 
ing the next two months. 

David Selznick assured Hiram 
Brown, when the latter was here 
that he has enough Radio material 
to make unnecessary outside buys 
from independent studios to round 
out the required number of releases. 

Not only will Radio handle its 
own programs, but it will put out 
a supplementary and somewhat 
cheaper product to be called ‘Titans,’ 
which will be looked after by Willis 
toldbeck, associate producer. The 
first production in this series will be 
‘Lame Dog Inn.’ 

Lee Marcus 
Radio execs, 
New York. 


Quittner Action Against 
Par-Hays Due April 5 


The $5,180,000 action which Ed- 
ward Quittner, of Middletown, N. Y., 
has filed against Paramount and 
the Hays Organization, alleging 
block booking, protection and con- 
spiracy have forced him out of the 
industry, will come up for trial in 
the New York Federal Court 
April 5. 

Defendants last week filed notice 
of a substitution of attorneys in the 
case. Instead of Elek Ludvigh and 
Gabriel Hess, respectively, for Par- 
amount and Hays, both these organ- 
izations are now represented by the 
Manhattan firm of Cravath, De- 
Gersdorf, Swaine and Wood. 


Ned 
Friday 


Depinet, 
(5) for 


and 
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10° EXHIBS ARE 
USING 2-FOR-ONES 


Distributing Cos. Checking 
Practice—Stand May Be 
Necessary to Halt Spread 
of 5c Admissions—Fifty 
10c Houses in New York 


UNDER COVER 


The nickel theatre is looming on 
the horizon. Its return, according 
to sales sources, is imminent de- 
spite that no major distributor at 
this time permits an_ exhibitor 
under contract to play product at 
less than a 10c¢ admission. 


This will not act as a positive de- 
terrant, however, it is believed. 
According to distribution informa- 
tion, a few exhibitors with 10c 
houses are already actually getting 
only 5c per patron through a sub- 
terfuge that may be difficult to 
check. 


In these cases, with exchanges 
keeping watch, the exhibs§ are 
claimed to be distributing cards 
which, along with 10c, will admit 
two persons to the theatre, thus 
making the levy only a nickel each. 
While some distribs are said to 
have proof of 5c operation, although 
the practice is not in the open, it is 
regarded as doubtful whether 
knowledge of such situations will, 
in the. final analysis, curb the 
spread of the low price method 
through threat of cutting off film 
service. 

It has been commonly understood 
as law in the picture business that 
no exhibitor can charge less than 
10c, or film service will be stopped. 
If enough exhibitors demand serv- 
ice for 5c theatres, the question 
arises whether the exchange lays 
itself open to legal recourse by the 
account. 

Remedies 

These and other hypothetical aft- 
ermaths of a_ stand by distribs, 
under the 10 clause in contracts, 
are being seriously considered in 
the face of the probability that the 
nickelodeon may come back. The 
10c minimum rule came into the 
business 10 years ago, or more, 
upon the passing then of most of 
the 5c houses. 


Refusal to keep rentals down, 
regardless of how subsequent the 
run may be, will be one likely 
means of holding down the 5c the- 
atres. But in doing that the dis- 
tribs also will be holding down 
those with admissions from 10c to 
25c through scaling on runs. 


Independent distributors would 
probably welcome the nickel shot- 
guns providing they were ignored 
entirely by major companies and 
were sufficient in number to be 
worthwhile on rental. 

The 10c theatre was almost un- 
heard of up to less than a year ago. 
Since Sept. 1, in the Greater New 
York territory alone, around 50 or 
more of the 10 centers have come 
into existence, all playing double 
features and most of them claim- 
ing profits of more or less degree. 


HARRY ARTHUR GIVEN 
FOX CONTRACT OKAY 


Fox's general manager Harry 
Arthur, arrived in New York Satur- 
day (6). Upon reaching the Fox 
offices, it is said Arthur’s contract, 
with four unexpired years as its 
gen. megr., received the approval of 
Fox through a new agreement being 
issued to Arthur. His previcus 
contract was one of the famous Fox 
10 repudiated by E. R. Tinker, 
Fox president. 

Arthur will probably remain in 
New York for a month or so. There 
are still around 30 Fox eastern 
houses to be disposed of, besides the 
necessary attention called for by 





the Fox deluxers 
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With Three Cos. Reported Close 
To Sid Kent, Matter Standing Still 





RICHARDS IN DOUBT 


Unsettled Whether He Will 
tached to RKO—Returns Home 
After five continuous weeks in 

New York City, an unprecedented 

stay for E. V. Richards away from 

his New Orleans home and 


family, 
the southern showman left Satur- 


day (6). It was not settled at his de- 
parture whether he will associate 
with RKO. 

Different reports spread last 
wee First it w Richards with 
RKO, permanently set. Later that 
was denied at the RKO offices, with 
Richards himself reported as stat- 


ing he has no agreement to join the 
organization. 


BROWN REMAINS 
RKO PRES AND 
SAME STAFF 


Reports following RKO meetings 
after Hiram Brown returned Satur- 
day (6) from the coast are to the 
effect that Brown remains the RKO 
president. With that decision, fol- 
lowing all of the rumors, it is also 
reported that Brown’s chiefs of staff 
in the east, Joe Plunkett on thea- 
tres and Charlie Freeman on vaude- 
ville bookings, will continue with 
the Brown regime. 

Brown is said to have brought 
about this result with the multiplic- 
ity of negotiations concerning Sid- 





ney Kent and E. V. Richards as 
RKO possibilities. The dickering 
entailed effect upon morale, it is 


claimed, and Brown insisted upon a 
showdown. 

A frank admission reported made 
by the RKO president was to the 
effect that the sourness of RKO is 
in its picture department. That the 
picture producing end having gone 


sour, according to the story of 
Brown's report to the board, did 
not create a sourness in all of 


RKO, and it is said Brown stated he 
considered the Radio studio the 
only present RKO weakness. 


Publix Ad Budget Is 
Now $200,000 Whly., 
And Will Stay There 


The Publix advertising budget is 
now down to what will remain the 
stationary figure. It stands at 
around $200,000 weekly for the 
chain. 

Reports that another advertising 
reduction is coming are denied. 
Question of advertising economy is 
now down to individual situations. 

A forsa letter has been dispatched 
to the field advising an examination 
of ad budgets with a view to check- 
ing whether there are any individ- 
ual operations whieh have not as 
yet fallen in line with the new lev- 





els. Considering its size, and in 
proportion to other chains, Publix 
believes it now has its ad budget 


on the most economical basis in the 
industry. 


Fox Exces East 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Two Fox eastern execs now here 
are heading for home. Richard Row- 
land leaves within 10 days and 
Glenn Griswold, charge of all pub- 
licity, goes late this week. 

E. R. Tinker, president, stays here 
a while longer, with J. R. Grainger, 
Fox sales head, expected in town 
next week. W. C. Michel, a Fox vice- 
president, is also reported on his 
way here, supposedly having left 








New York Saturday (6) 


Be At- | 
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RKO, Warners and Fox that 
rder, are reported having been 
quite close to Sidney R. Kent in 
negotiations for Kent to join them 
before the matter reached a stand- 
istill late last week. Stoppage 
came about through Kent announce 
| ing his departure, with Mrs. Kent, 
for Florida. They leave tomorrow 
(Wednesday) and are to be away 
around a month. 

On the Warner and Fox sides of 
ithe Kent subject seemed as 
| though the Warner angle was the 
warmest. The Fox proposition to 
| Kent, from accounts, sounded somee«- 


what involved, taking in the possi« 


bility of a Loew organized crew goe 
ing to the head of the Fox firm for 
its operation east and west with 
Kent. 

Nothing very pos:rtive came out 
of the Warner end. sevond the 
story that Harry Warner and Kent 
were In frequent conference, noth- 
ing leaked. 

Terms Interfere 

The RKO cessation is said to hay 

occurred when the downtown 


RKO’ers failed to see Kent’s terms, 
Kent is reported predicating his 
terms upon the successful outcome 
of RKO, with himself in the organi- 


zation. Question of Kent's salary 
was quickly approved. The matter 
of terms between Kent and RKO 


is reported to have been before Dae 
vid Sarnoff, with Owen Young the 
final arbiter. 
Brown, RKO 
turned Saturday from Holly- 
wood. He had intended remaining 
west until about Feb. 15, attending 
to details of reorganization of the 
Radio studio there. while 
on the Coast, is said to have been 
advised of the progress made with 
the new blood prospects for RKO, 


pres, hastily ree 


(6) 


3rown, 


Pantages-Considine 
Film Production Co. 
Considers Pathe Lot 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Alexander Pantages’ re-entry into 
show biz is reported set as a fole 





low-up to the marriage of his 
daughter, Carmen, on Feb. 14, tq@ 
John Considine, Jr. A new film 


producing company jointly financed 
and operated by Pantages and his 
son-in-law is the plan. 

Pantages- Considine group has 
been approached by Radio to take 
over the Pathe studio in Culver 
City. Likely in that event it would 
become a rental studio, as the re- 
quirements of the new company 
would not go beyond a few feae 
tures annually. 

Releasing arrangements now 
ing talked over. 


Bamberger’s Plan Aligns 
Him in RKO Distrib Post 


Leon J. Bamberger, with Parae« 
mount 11 years and a member of 
S. R. Kent's sales cabinet, has 
walked into an RKO-Radio distri-« 
bution post. He was placed on the 
payroll last week after submitting 
a plan on sales promotion and ex- 
ploitation for RKO-Radio pictures. 

Plan is being kept under cover 
until the annual sales convention. 

Bamberger resigned from Par 
|Jan. 1. At the time ot his leaving 
j he was manager of the sales pro- 
motion department there. He started 
with Par as exploitation rep in the 
Minneapolis territory. 


bee 





Sheehan in Hollywood 


Hollywood, Feb. 3. 
Sheehan is said to have 
returned here. He is supposed to be 
stopping with his brother, Howard. 

Still net fully recovered from his 
near-breakdown, Winnie ha? 
not gone to the Fox studio as yet. 


Winnie 
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and directing staffs with whole- 
sale changes being planned. Studio 
is now busy interviewing prospects 
for replacements. Warren Doane, 
formerly studio manager, but more 








York today (Tuesday) from Holly- 
wood, to take up his new duties in 
charge of the eastern scenario de- 
partment. 



































pruning which Radio is giving its 
former subsidiary. 

Those out include Manny Gold- 
stein, personnel. director; Tom 





———S>3 

















Following ascension to the post 
of distribution chief for Paramount, 
George J. Schaefer is holding meet- 

















Glen Griswold, Fox. v.-p., arrived 
to join in those gabfests. 


L. A. Grind 
Los Angeles’_ theatre, 
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Lo, the Poor Salesmen, as Firms Ist Runs on Broadway Hollywood 
J (Subject to Change) 
e , . 
4 ed Week Feb. 12 Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety's” Hollywood Bulletin, prin 
e é or 0 0 agg eee — ‘Wayward eas Ee and placed as a wrapper upon the regulay 
( a and Pleas- The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
+ ure’ (Fox) News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 
ited ax * , department. ae 
The life of a film salesman at no AUSTRALIAN COLOR PR am Emma’ (Metro) + 
time has been so near that of the ——— “Mayfair—Murders in the ss ‘ 
well-known dog. In the midst of the| Film Men Investigating Claims for|| Rue Morgue’ (U) (10). 3d Title Sticks for _ U's Horror Topper 
annual mid-winter lull on sales, the New Foreign Process Winter Garden — ‘Hatchet Par’s ‘M I Kill ad’ _ Making a piker of ( ount Dracul 
boys with the portfolios are being aati || Man’ (FN) (2nd wk). ars ian ile ee ae ce ge pera a supers 
pushed all over by their bosses in Because high cost has done much _Rialto—‘Greeks Had a Word Reported dissatisfaction in some aes ae +; Ahi Po aloe tn nan 
an effort to bring in more money. to retard the use of color, Ameri- ny ler Pn tea 3 bier quarters, said to be within Publix,|XTv. He will be’a “¢  Aelenge F 
Major distributors are riding the | can picture representatives Bape (24 wk). d £ against ‘The Fifth Commandment’ | accumulation of evil, J 
salesmen as they’ve never been rid- | delving into reports concerning an Strand—‘Hell’s House’ (B. F. as the new title for ‘Man I Killed,’ patie iene 
den before, according to some of Australian invention. Information Zeidman) (10). resulted in a meeting which finally $5,000 for Mrs. Crowley 
the plagued playdate hunters. The|received here is that this color shes settled on ‘Broadway Lullaby’ as Widow of Lieut. Hugh Crowley, 
usual contests and pep talks, bulle-| Process, called Tru-Color, costs Week Feb. 19 final. shot by bandits at Fox-West Coast’s , 
tins, etc., including some effort to|little more than the ordinary de- Paramount—‘Nice Women’ Original reason advanced for ac- | Village theatre, got $5,000 from a + 
push accessories across for more|Velopment charges of black and , ie _ || tion in dropping ‘Man 1 Killed,’ even | benefit at Lowe's State. wi 
return have been relegated as minor | White. Photography is said to be Capitol—‘Lovers Courageous though picture had opened under eee me 
matters compared to the many in the ordinary manner, the colors (Metro). ; hres P that name at the Criterion, New Wolfer Printing Co. is acgused in in 
kinds ‘of firecrackers now being | being obtained in the prota gap na ato. ili tia a? York, was that either the word] Federal action of violating copy- es 
y Z ~ i i or ¢ te (3r Ww . e3 - , . ig rc ' ra > 
thrown under the salesmen’s coat oe aoe single coated film Winter Garden. «> ‘THatchet killed’ or belief picture was a he law through bootleg song . 
tails to keep them on the jump. | %tock used. cae Ae Spor DePOe Man’ (FN) (3d wk). gangster oom was murine - = S 
Orders SETORNOTS SAUES & Saeee Riaito—Greeks Had a Word Considerable money has_ been D Mmenen we 
The salesman has lately been told| in a Wellington, Australia, hospital || for Them’ (UA) (3d wk). spent in building up the ‘Man I iiscane tos ow tle “i's The teat ha 
that contract applications would be| and two cameramen over there. $2 Pictures — ttle and in advance cam-| gerfoot.’ Earl Baldwin writing the 
turned down if the terms were not — ‘Hell Di > (Metro) he paigns. yarn, a 
oke with the home office, and hun- P tow’ “(ath po 4 (SECtRO) (AS- —_—————————— — > 
dreds of the applications have gone Cashier for M-G Exchange | ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) (Cri- | ‘ Creation Film Off is 
back. The sales boys, for the first terion) (4th wk.). New LM PPA Campaigns _ Harry Hoyt’s trick animal story rt 
i 3 Vv -te ‘ ; God’ poate es ae is off at Radio and he is negotiat- 
time, also have been exhorted not cc 0 ement Man Who Played © , e a lage PE og age Ice Beton ga ba 
to forget the exhib after the con- (WB) (Warners) (10). To Kill Indie ‘Quickie’ + BF é Pp s opus 4 
tract is signed, but aid him in play- —_—- 9 : . po a 
dating, pickup of availability, etc., Milwaukee, Feb. 8. V BR Will bl = Metro Exiters of 
meanwhile trying for preferential] pois J. Sickles, 30, cashier for an bpeuren | Dou e hon | Hollywood, Feb. 8. aeaseet 46. Bane exten at Meteo ta 
dating. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s local dis- ° nder the signature of M. H.|three-weeks. Nothing for him to 
Whether or not they're enmeshed tributing branch for the past six Radio Shorts Program Hoffman, as president, the Inde- | do. Another Metro departee ig fr 
in the toils of self sympathy, the years, was named in a warrant is- pendent Motion Picture Producers| writer Richard Weil. ' 
plaint of the film vendors is one! iieq Feb. 2 alleging embezzlement Association has sent letters to daily - . 
long wail these days. of $3,525 of the company’s funds. Hollywood, Feb. 8. |trade and fan publications, asking Feyder for Garbo 
‘I hope something happens soon ~< D lly defend Olin. Amiedee Van Beuren, shorts pro-/|that the expressions ‘indies’ and Greta Garbo will be ‘Black Ox« ae 
before we all go screwy,’ said one John P. doy sts o i pequen: t Y ducer for Radio, is here making ar- | ‘quickies’ be dropped. ened’ at Metro by Jacques Feyder, in 
of the boys, on apeerigy s (Prantag — ence na oh rangements to increase his program Also offensive to the outside pro- | That’s months off. 8: 
: complaint of Sam Shurman, rane | of releases from 30 to 60 one-reelers | ducers is ‘Poverty Row.’ These ex- to 
manager, and Robert Long, New| for the coming season. Besides the| pressions, according to Hoffman, Ree ene 0 Board a o! 
York, auditor for the firm. one-reelers, Van Beuren will produce] ‘stunt the prestige possibilities’ of " ee — — » eo ee m 
Sickles, according to Long, ob- 26 two-reel comedies. Six of these} the independents od —- , y Remy gem i. tl 
tained the money by juggling aC~-| will be old Chaplin releases tricked Hoffman states that each of the| with Paramount as exchange boss. h: 
counts. If a cash payment were!) with sound. One-reelers will all|I.M.P.P.A. members has pledged ‘at nitlhont th 
made by a picture house, the cashier/}, yovelties. Vagabond travel|least one outstanding achievement Rudoloh Primi and J. i.’ Brensen tc 
would keep the money, marking the | gerjeg will be continued with four|in production each year.’ That im- reported doing the score and book g 
account unpaid. If payment were! other series of 12 each planned. plies that the boys will shoot the|¢or the operetta Franklin Warner ti 
made by check, his system was to| Richard Heermance, formerly in| bankroll for the general elevation | has announced for production at the 
credit the cash account with half} yan Beuren’s New York office, has|of their product by one window Mayan. p 
. the amount and the balance to the! peen transferred to the Coast and| dresser apiece minimum. ——— w 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. theatre man who had reaily paid in| wij) supervise production. Expression ‘indies’ has not usually Horton Awaits Hit 
Hal Roach is starting his spring |full, An account billed C. O. D. for been felt to carry any odium, al-| E. E. Horton won't waste time or 
cleaning early and conducting 4/q firm never known to do business though ‘quickies’ and ‘Poverty Row’ pose ed not a ——— gg te nr 
complete shakeup of studio per-/that way proved the undoing of Final P th Pru > by implication were understandably ponte Fi on oe Pot ghee * 
} sonnel. Purpose is new blood be- | Sickles. He is married. ] a @ ning disliked. y= ond ar asanened 
2 — “" peng = na poe hit Husbands.’ He wants ‘Springtime 
& players for bo 16 ‘Our Gan é e - : eu can Slee I 
‘ » tit , : our Pathe executives and four 7 . 3 
| "Revision ‘extends’ to the writing | Marcus Due in N. YW.  aaicsmen were reiteved ‘of weir! — Schaefer's Meetings ipisethlite tales 
i ’ Lee Marcus is due back in New| posts last Saturday (6) in the final 


os It is believed Kay Brown, who| Delehanty, head of foreign sales; |ings in various exchange points. | downtown white elephant, will try Pp 
recently on a directorial job, is one wanted to resign last summer in| E. M. Ballentine( manager of Pathe | Thes weck he will call a gathering again at 15 cents grind. ‘Common p- 
of the first to leave and George t ® becoming a mother h - John McAloon. western |in Cleveland to be attended by ex- | Clay’ picked to reopen by Joe Leo 
: Marshall is the earliest of the ai- | ©*Pectancy © nese eed e 4 duae-sorggr~ ies. tag a . yi for William Fox Ww 
rectorial replacements to show up |>Ut was given a leave instead, will |sales division head. change men of the Cleveland, Pitts- : b 
the lot. Ch 1k Willi has become Marcus’ first assistant. spe Columbus and Cincinnati Sam Coslow goes east under Ed tl 
: on tne lot. aries llams . branches, Publix district managers Scheuing’s patronage to be an NBC 
been given a writing contract, Mike Newman East and house managers will also| megaphone yodeler. Adjusting his ‘ 
Roach also is changing his pro- Rosensweig Resting Los Angeles, Feb. 8. | attend. ‘ film contract here. ti 
i ae pene pes age 0 ge el aces Hollywood, Feb. 8. Mike Newman starts east this| Later, Schafer will hold a con- - 
' all stories on the lot he will work Charles Rosensweig did not re-|week to replace Gus Rathner as|ference in Chicago at which the Miriam Hopkins’ cold halted 8 
into his major films purchased | tury east with several other xtadio| operator of Universal's theatres. men in that and nearby territories | Par’s ‘Red Harvest’ and prevented a 
' ideas for shorts. First such buy | picture execs last week as expected.| Newman has been in charge of| Will meet the new Par sales boss. her, broadcasting. Rain delays 
is ‘Not Harmony,’ by Paul Gerard |  ‘t7¢ is in Palm Springs for a week. | Columbia’s coast exploitation. Last week Schaefer made his first | P@"'8 ‘Broken Wing’ also. a 


Smith, taken for Zasu Pitts and 











Thelma Todd. 





Weshner Up 


David Weshner, 
Warner Bros. 


in charge 0! 
theatre advertisinz 





























visit to the fleld, visiting Boston, 
Springfield and Portland, Me. 

When convenient, Schaefer will 
probably make an entire swing of 
all exchange points in this country. 














Last of the cutting staff and 
equipment moved from the Western 
avenue Fox lot to Movietone City 
leaving only the lab, with all de- 
veloping and printing to remain at 
the Hollywood plant. 























and publicity, promoted to a the- Radio Buys Trem Carr inn Teen vag vg ve ae 
atre operating post as assistant to ; out because the fleet sailed for 
j Joseph Bernhard. Script for Tom Keene Honolulu. Roach studio must have Pi 
: With the promotion Mort Blum- Hollywood, Feb. 8. |a new story ready for April when G 
: entstock moves into the home office Radio has bought ‘Sunrise Trail,’| the production starts. nN 
' as Weshner’s successor. by J. P. McCarthy, from Trem Carr, P ar ae H 
Lou Goldberg, just back from St. indie producer, B Rainy Weather Cowboys ak 
: ronco chauffeurs had a starva- d 
| Louis on special exploitation as Story will be used for Tom tion week with rainy weather kill- ‘ 
signment for Loew’s, takes charge Keene’s next western with Fred/ing location scenes and saddle be; 
of advertising and publicity for the Allen megring. sagas. When the sun came up, b 
Warner New York houses under a ground was too muddy to do hard a 
‘Harry Charnas. Changes are al-|j)- P-P LEGAL CHANGE riding, as usually required by the u 
ready ettective, First change in the Paramount- _— (Continued on gue 30) oes a: 
- Publix legal department since the _ | 
Cri Going Dark resignation of its chief counsel, 6 
. . : , Elek Ludvigh, occurred Monday (8) L. A N. Y 
With no picture in sight for a $2 when John Wildberg resigned 4 . to X 7 . 
— Ryed Faye ~_ bay = Wildberg, it is understood, will later} Richard Dix. a 
‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) going out join Ludvigh in private practice. er BI 
4 fe gnc ageraal Wildberg was with P-P for the| Mike Newman. in 
Instead of playing one of the Pub- past three years as assistant to ae Marcus. 
' weed e Louis Swarts, copyright specialist. Ned Depinet. , 
lix runs (Rivoli or Rialto), as is M. D. Howe. n 
customary with Criterion pictures, , 
Lubitsch film moves into the New RCA CHANGES ITS MIND wd See 
York and Brooklyn Paramounts Feb. For the convenicnce of its regular Geevee Lave, 
26. clients, especially Pathe newsreel, MH Hotfme 
aie RCA Photophone has decided to] G37 Gehenena. ‘ 
‘ seep open its New York studio “ . . fc 
Mike Marco Leaving , indefinitely. It was to have clwve | Richard Rowland. * 
After a couple of weeks around as Be Ss a The bulk of the Photophone's 
New York Mike Marco is leaving usiness is now functioning at the t) 
tomorrow (10) for the Fanchon & TAY GARNETT RCA Victor plant in Camden, N. J. N. ¥. to L. A. e 
Marco studios in Hollywood. pane e — Lee Kohlmar. n 
Marco is traveling back with the eames yt 2 ee tan te tee pera poe Phil Reisman West Lester Hammel. ra 
Skouras brothers, who will assume | tne past five years at Pathe, where he directed many highly successful Phil Reisman leaves for the Coast Joe Krumgold. M 
charge of Fox West Coast upon | pox office productions. In “Prestige” he has introduced to the screen | next week to confer with the Laem- E. T. Robinson. it 





their arrival out there. an entirely new directorial technique mles on Universal’s 1932-33 lineup. Eddie Cantor. 
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FOUNDATIONS’ SCHOOL FILMS 





~ Roxy Takes Turner as Assistant 





Former Asst. to Pres. Brown Moves Over— 
Retains Radio Period 








James Turner is assistant to Roxy 
who will operate the proposed 
mammoth International Music Hall 
jn Radio City. Turner has been 
assistant to Hiram Brown, president 
of RKO, so the transfer of alle- 
giance is just a move over for 
Turner. Besides aiding Roxy, 
Turner will continue to direct 
RKO’s air period each Friday night. 

Appointment of Turner as Roxy’s 


asst. and his confinement to the ra- 
dio period for all of his RKO duty, 
is said to be official. It removes 
Turner as RKO’s general investiga- 
tor. which he became while under 
the cloak of Brown’s presidential 
protection. His transfer is a gasp 


ef joy to all RKO departments. 
Wrong Hour? 

Neither has RKO’s radio period, 
from 10:30 to 11 p. m. Friday nights, 
pleased theatre managers, includ- 
ing others besides RKO’s. The half 
hour in the east is an hour earlier 
in the middlewest, making it around 
8:30 for the Roeky Mountain terri- 
tory for the RKO hour, and 7:30 
on the Coast, taking in the start, 
middle and finish of the evening’s 
theatre going’ time. Managers 
have been unable to grasp how a 
theatre operating a chain can afford 
to attempt to entertain a theatre- 
going public at home at theatre 
time. 

Not so long ago a clincher was 
put on the air by the RKO hour 
when some one broadcast: 

‘Aren't you glad you stayed home 
this evening to listen to the RKO 
Theatre of the Air? Stay at home 
every Friday night for it.’ 


BASEMENT 300-SEATER 
FOR FOREIGN PICTURES 


Springer-Cocalis circuit, inde- 

pendent operators, are building a 
small theatre in the basement under 
their Symphony, at 95th and Broad- 
way, New York. It will seat 300 and 
be the only indie basement site in 
the New York sector. 
Intention is to play foreign pic- 
tures in the underground theatre, 
containing double feature in the 
Symphony above it. House will be 
ready to function by March 1. 

S-C operate a chain of 32 the- 
atres in and around.New York. 


Threat Letter Brings Gun 
Battle and Big Opening 











Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

Problem of securing front page 
Publicity for the opening of the new 
Grand theatre, Clintonville, Wis., 
near here, was solved when Dr. W. 
H. Finney, owner, received a letter 
demanding $25,000 on threat of 
death. He turned the note over to 
the police who laid a trap, resuit 
being one Chicago gunman killed, 


another seriously injured and a 
third jailed. 
Dr. Finney is a banker as well 


@s theatre owner. 

A package was deposited in the 
Spot where the letter writer speci- 
fied that the money should be left 
With the police in ambush. When 
the gunmen appeared the shooting 
Started. Police cama through un- 
injured. 

Theatre, 
mous 


of course, had 


opening, 


an enor- 


RENAME ‘SCARFACE’ AGAIN 


A fourth title has been picked for 
‘Scarfaces nut whether it will stick 
for release isn't definite. New one 
is ‘The Scar on the Nation.’ 

With two new scenes added to 
the Howard Hughes gangster talk- 
er, and other changes made, it is 
now awaiting okay by New York 
censors National release date 


March 26 will probably be set back, 
it igs Sid. 


Okay Bubonic 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Plot of ‘Arrowsmith,’ pictur- 
ized by United Artists, includes 
a cigaret infected with bubonic 
germs which is smoked by the 


doctor’s wife, causing her 
death. 
One p. a. got the idea of a 





tieup with a tobacco company. 











HESS QUITS RKO AND 
GOES WITH PUBLIX 


Jack Hess, head of advertising 
and publicity for RKO theatres, re- 
signed last ‘week. He will join 
Paramount- Publix. 


Hess came to RKO from Balaban} 


& Katz in Chicago. He reached 
Chicago from the Coast joining 
Lubliner and Trinz in the mid-west. 
He then switched over to the Marx 
Brother houses where his publicity 
is credited with having gained B 
& K.’s attention. When the latter 
circuit took over the Marx string 
Hess is reported to have received 
a bonus before, himself, joining B. 
& K. 

Hess’ dissatisfaction at RKO 
supposed to have started when that 
circuit started talking of an out- 
side man to come in to take charge 
of all advertising and publicity. 


Biltmore Bondholders 
Organize to Protect 


A bondholders’ protective com- 
mittee has been formed for the Bilt- 
more theatre, New 
owning the property, having 
faulted in interest, tax and amorti- 


is 





zation quotas. In view of the theatre 
with 
‘Zombie’ to open shortly, it has been 
assumed by agents for the property 


being booked Thursday (4) 


that no further action will be taken 
now, or at least until after the fate 
of the show has been decided. 

Committee was formed Jan. 
when a call for the deposit of the 
bonds was issued. Slightly more 
than $400,000 was outstanding of 
these mortgage bonds on that date. 
The four committee members are 
Nicholas Roberts, J. R. Laun, W. R. 
Gillespie, C. Ridgely. S, W. Straus 
is the fiscal agents. 

Interest in default for the coupon 
due about the middle of Jan. past 
amounted to $14,300. Serial bonds 
due were $29,000 and taxes for 1931 
were $13,736. 

Biltmore is 
theatre property of 
brothers, they having sold their 
others and recently given up the 
Mansfield, which they had on lease. 
‘Zombie,’ now set, star. Pauline 
Starke, former film actress, with 
George Sherwood, a new manager, 
producing. 


Held Job in Absence 


99 


may 


the sole remaining 
the Chanin 





Saving her job during a year’s 
recuperation at Saranac Lake, 
Paramount reinstated Kitty Flynn 
last week as head booker at its 
New York film exchange. 

While away Howard Leon, who 
remains with the branch, has been 


in charge of booking. 





Incorporations 





York, Chanirs 
de- 
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ROCKEFELLER AN 
UARNEGIE INTENT 


In Market for 10,000 Sound 











Years if Academic Trials 
Successful — Advance 
$25,000 for New England | 
Tests — No Leasing, 
Straight Sales Policy 


WILL ALSO PRODUCE 





If visual education clicks in tests 
now being made in New England 
and New Yor!l: 50,000 sound equip- 
ments of standard size will be 
stalled in as many schools in the 
lu. S. during the next five years. 
The Carnegie and _ Rockefeller 
foundations are authoritatively re- 
ported in back of the tests and have 
quietly announced to equipment 
manufacturers that they will be in 
the the first 10,000 
equipments before the end of this 


in- 


market for 
year. 
is that the classroom 
prove their value 
supplementing the textbook cur- 
It is figured that tests 
will be complete with sufficient data 
at hand for comparison by the end 
of June. 

The foundations are said to have 
taken the visual problem, admittedly 


Provision 
experiments in 


riculum. 


own hands. Through subsidiaries 
these foundations already have ad- 
vanced $25,000 for the New England 
tests which are being conducted in 
Cambridge under the supervision of 
Harvard facu'!ty members, 


Will Also Produce 


Plans also call for classroom sub- 
jects being made independent of the 
film industry and under the direct 
foundation guidance and marketing 
New Jersey, it is understood, wil 
provide the studio site for this 
production activity. 

Most able students of the visual 
field have declared from the start 
that what is happening would have 
to occur before any material ad- 
vance regarding film in the class- 
room could be registered. 

RCA Photophone has been ées- 
pecially active in the equipment 
selling end of the school field. While 
Western Electric made a costly sur- 
vey and produced a program of 
special classroom subjects, Photo- 
phone, it is reported, has been wait- 
ing for a chance to tie with a 
foundation—guided academic move 
such as is now about to be launched. 
On the production end, and es- 


pecially because it is concentrated 
in New Jersey, Radio Corporation 
of America is understood to be 


making a bid for mass school film 
recording, 
Upsets Sales Policies 
Entrance of the foundations into 
the field is revolutionizing sales 


rental, or leasing to 10 years. 





too perplexing and complicated for 
the film industry to crack, into their 


policies otherwise rigidly followed by 
the big electric firms. The precedent | 
being established is that of the 
outright sale of equipment. Here- 
tofore the electrics have insisted 
upon retaining title to all equip- 
ment, terming the purchaser a 
licensee and limiting the period of 


Projectors Yearly for Five 





| 


| 








N. Y. Educational Board 
‘Look Over Films and Wire 
New York City Board of Educa- 
|}tion is inspecting all types and 
makes of sound equipment. Last 
week educational representatives 
made their second visit to Fox and 


; : Western. Electric officials sa) 
CALIFORNIA Feb. 8 their company will agree to direct 
Sacramento, Feb. ini Piel Rodis : poeq 
American Radio Features Syndicate, iles terms, pointing out that I 
County of Los Angeles, capital stock) tain institutions are legally com- 
$25 1000, $300 subscribed Frederick ©. lle nake outri rchase 
Dahlquist, A. B, Muller, W. C. Kennedy pell d to mak oe right purchase 
Municipalities Light Opera Ass'n of The foundations are after ths 
America, County of 2 Angeles. No! lowest price possible and are con- 
capital stock. Grace V. Mabee, dee Oe a : +, 
M. Rainger, Erwin W. Widney, lia H. | sidering” all propositions. As th 
Sample, L, E. Behymer, et al. jresult, independent manufacturers | 
Theatre Francais de Los Angeles.) o 6 cutting prices while still others | 
County of Los Angeles. No capital 8 kK. | ; . 
Jacques Jou-Jerville, Paule Jou-Jerville,| are entering the field. Price on one 
Adrienne why gg ete = K. Thomas-| standard sized equipment being 
set, Charlies homasse ; 
Motion Picture Make-up Artists Ass'n, | mal ufactured in Long Island, and 
County of Los Angeles, no Ci 5 he al stock. | chortly to debut, has been quoted to 
Percy H. Wesetmore, Jack ier Guy 


Pearce, Charlies Dudley, Mel Berns. 


| the foundations at $600, This is one- 





‘Stock Index 43.44 Creeps Closer 
To Bear Market Bottom; Important 
Issues Break Through; Par 745 





- 
. 7 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last chee. 
Am. Seats... .. nis 1% Rid 
100 Con, F.....-. e 3% 37% 1% + 
300 Con. F. pf... 9% 9% 9% 
2200 Eastman K.. 77% 76 77 
600 Fox F. ° 3% 3% 3% — 1% 
noo Ge n Th oeveee | my ae — Le 
SOO Loew ..ccoe. 26% 25% 26% % 
100 Toew Df. cece 6S 6S 6S oy 
M-GeM coccce 19% Bid 
10200 Par,=P. sesso 8 7 & oy 
Doe PAINS -ccésoce : 
100 Pathe A.v.rcce 2 2% — & 
100 RCA ceccccee 7% 7 i 
200 EW secccee . 5% 51% 5y— & 
2100 We. Bu.cceceess 3 2% 8 
BOND 7. 
$5000 Gen. Th...... 4% ~«(4 4 
DOO Keith seseee. DO 49 494 — % 
10H) LOeCwW .cccece 83'4 83144 83%4+ % 
2000 Par.-Fam, ,.. 50 50 50 —} 
4000 Par.-Pub. ... 45% 455% 45% — 5% 
2000 RKO wccccess 199) «6100 ) «1000 — & 
LOWOO W. B..e.e... 30% 30 80% +1 
CURB 
100 Trans-L, «+6 1% 1% 1%+% 
* Sales and prices to 2:10 p.m, 











CREDIT ASSN. 
INDIE CHECK 


—_—_--—_——_—— 


Hollywood, Feb, 8. 

To combat the terrific loss 
through promiscuously granting 
credit to irresponsible independent 
producers, business houses furnish- 
ing motion picture equipment have 
organized the Motion Picture Indus- 
trial Credit Ass’n., which will fix 
credit status of the independents. 

Organizations in the new asso- 
Cc iation are Eastman, Mole-Richard- 
son, RCA, Smith & Aller, Dupont, 
Cin®tma Props, Be-Hannesey, West- 
ern Costume, United Costume, Con- 
solidated Labs, Western Electric, 
Balsley and Phillips, Michel Cam- 
era, Bell and Howell, Pacific Title, 
Combined Title, Royal Lab, Maas 
Chemical Co., and Cinema Supply 
Co, 

Before producer can obtain cred- 
it from any of these companies he 
must pass muster in the M. P. I. C. 
Assn. Credit to the majority of 
producers will be cut to the mini- 
mum, Companies have also agreed 
not to accept less than the amount 
of their bill for a cash settlement. 

Habit has been for a producer to 
proposition supply houses to take 
off more than the usual 10% for 
cash. Most companies have taken 
it so often on the chin they have 
been willing to make a substantial 
cut on the amount due them in or- 
der to get their hands on some cash. 


JUDGMENTS 


L. Wertheimer, Inc.; E. 
et al.; costs, $105.89. 

James Ward; Colonial Radio Sales Co., 
Inc.: $103.04. 

Chamberlain Brown; 
$1,883.76, 

Frances Heenan Browning by guardian; 
rE. W. Browning: costs, $114.42 

Ned Wayburn Studios of Stage Danc- 
ing Good Story Mag. Pub. Co., Inc.; 


$! 





Wrightington 


L. Ehrenberg; 


Wede ated Theatres, Inc.; R. Crossman; 
$112,003.21. 
Satisfied Judgment 


Pansy Amusement Corp.; C. Campbell; 





$3,1% 75, Jan. 29, 1932. 
third of the price Photophone is 
asking and around one-fourth of 


which W. E. 


asks. 


» 





eat through a program of eight reels 
of academic material. After that 
they inspected General Theatres 
Equipment equipment for schools. 
Ihoard members have been simi- 


larly entertained by RCA Photo- 





phone, 


By AL GREASON 


Yesterday's stock market session 
consisted of a series of maneuvers 
by stale long pools, seeking alter- 
nately to frighten the amateur bears 
by making faces at them and to get 
out themselves whenever an open- 
ing occurred, "which was seldom 
enough. 

Pool in Paramount let 
further with 


£0 a little 
slipping back 
has broken 8 
Loew dipped 
but managed to 


the stock 
to 71%, first time it 

the run up. 
again close to 25%, 


since 


stage a run up near the close to 
264%. There was no news either 
way to furnish an impetus and 
prices merely drifted lower, losing 
slightly more than 1 in the Dow 
Jones industrial average to 43.44 


compared to the bear market low 
Jan. § of 71.24 and making it more 
and more likely that the test of the 
old bottom is inevitable shortly. 

Failure of the Paramount clique 
to hold a better front recalls the 
story circulated when it first start- 
ed operations that it would net 
buck any determined opposition 
and would stand ready to retire if 
it met determined opposition, Be- 
havior last week and yesterday 
seemed to confirm that attitude. 

Ominous signals yesterday was 
the tendency of the rails to give 
way on the slow decline and the 
cropping out in a few spots of 
brand new lows for the whole bear 
market on important issues, among 
them Atchison around 73; General 
Electric at 18 flat; Case Threshing 
around 27 (previous low 30%) and 
—this was especially striking—R. 
H. Macy at 48%. International 
Harvester broke through at 21% 
and Columbia Carbon, erstwhile 
speculative favorite, slipped to a 
new bottom, as did Electric Bond 
& Share on the Curb at 9%, first 
time it has broken 10, 

Grains were off by fractions and 
cotton was slightly easier. Bonds 
did little either way and moved in 
negligible volume, except Warners 
which were weak, as was also the 
stock, back below 3, 

Significant Changes 
Price movements on the Stock Ex. 


change last week were much more 
significant than the net changes 


seemed to indicate. While pivotal 
shares received support in times of 
stress, there undoubtedly was a good 


deal of liquidation going on else- 
where, supplemented by new short 
selling. 

Figures given out by the Exchange 
made it appear that the short ac- 
count has expanded materially, 


amounting roughly to 3,600,000 Feb, 
1 compared to about 2,800,000 at the 
beginning of the month. This kicks 
two ways. It indicates for one thing 
that a new outside bear party has 
been built up, while the downtown 
professionals are holding off from 
the short side for the present, 

It seemed to be the brokerage con- 
sensus that the lows of Jan. 5 were 
in for a testing pretty soon, but 
there was also an undercurrent of 
sentiment that the selling had be- 
come topheavy and when the test 


of the bottom came there might be 
a sharp engagement between the 
bull and the bear sides, with the 


bears rather wide open for a run im 

Aggregate of the amusement 
group net changes was especially 
deceptive. Ten stocks lost 61% points 


altogether while six issues gained 
12%. That looks bullish, but on the 
contrary is extremely bearish, since 
the losses came into such active 
issues as Loew and Paramount, 
while the gain was largely a trick 


operation in Warner Bros. preferred, 
up nearly 9, and other inactive 
senior shares making up the rest of 


the advances. 

Bonds were likewise full of mixed 
influences, three liens heing up 83 
points and 3 down 4144. In like mane 
ner here the losses—-such as more 
than 2 in Par-Publix—were much 
more important than the gains. 

Picture group had to take another 
consignment of bad news. This time 


it was the income statement of 
Metro-Goldwyn, showing a net profit 
of $493.671 for the weeks to Nov. 


20, compared to net of $1,377,954 for 


Le 


the same period of 1930,a staggering 
decline for the company, which 
(Continued on page 21) 
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London Films Faring Nicely: 


‘Yellow Fights 


Bad Reviews 


For $9,700—Frank’ $37,200, Big 





Miicaitataatnda + 
London, Feb. 8. PRINCESS’ DUO, $10,000 
Unlike local legit houses, West . 
End picture theatres are not being Montreal House Goes Double Fea- 


affected by the slump and 
are fairly satisfactory all around. 

No special 
product 


grosses 


reason evident as 


seems not above average 


Approximate Grosses 


(Based on current exchange rate) 
Capitol—‘Yellow Passport’ (Fex). 


Despite bad reviews, picture aver- 
aged about $9,700 for a fortnight. 
‘Over the Hill’ (Fox) followed in. 

Cariton—‘The Cheat’ (Par) (4th 
week). Seemingly doing better 
than most Bankhead pictures; av- 
eraging near $8,250; ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ (Par) replaces Friday (12); 
‘ll Est Charmant’ (Par-Joinville), 
French film, was originally sched- 
uled to follow in but it is being 
edited for British release and will 
probably follow ‘Hyde.’ 

Dominion—Palmy Days’ (UA) 
(ith week). Doing fairly well now 
at about $8,600. 

Empire—‘Happy Landing’ (M-G). 
Bert Lahr film musical was okay at 
about $20,700. ‘Private Lives’ (M-G) 
replaced Friday (5) opening to ca- 
pacity and figures near a big $34,- 
600, meaning sure holdover. 

Pavilion—‘Money for 
(BIP). Under $3,500 and replaced 
Saturday (6) by ‘Larceny Lane’ 
(BIP); BIP about ready to vacate 
house, lease being up in March, and 
seems unconcerned about grosses 
with A. E. Abrahams, owner, ne- 
gotiating for a legit production; if 
not finding one he’ll reopen the 
house for newsreels. 


Leicester Square—‘Peach O’Reno’ 
(Radio). About $7,600 and replaced 
Friday (5) by ‘The Dove’ (Radio). 

Marble Arch—‘Congress Dances’ 
(5th week). Second run for this 
picture and holding up nicely; play- 
ing to about $4,150. 

New Gallery—‘Surrender’ (Fox). 
Disappointing despite Elissa Lan- 
di; week’s gross a mere $3,500; 
‘Guilty Generation’ (Col) replaced 
and looks good for a fortnight. 

Plaza—‘Ladies of Big House’ 
(Par). Nice business to about $15,- 
000 and held over; aided by recent 
jail break over here; ‘Husband’s 
Holiday’ (Par) arrives Feb. 12. 

Regal — ‘Strictly Dishonorable’ 
(U). About $6,900 and holding for 
second stanza; ‘Suicide Fieet’ 
(Pathe) follows. 

Rialto—‘Un Soir de Rafle’ (Osso) 
(3rd week). Averaging about $700; 
‘A Nous la Liberte’ (Tobis) replaces 
Feb. 14. 

Tivoli—‘Frankenstein’-(U). About 
$20,700 on first week and $16,500 for 
second, very big; now in third week 
with fourth certain. 


Good Fare in Capital; 
Keith’s May Do $17,000 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

RKO, bringing in Kate Smith to 
Keith’s, had all the theatres looking 
for ace attractions this week. Most 
of them got them with result there’s 
plenty of goo. entertainment 
around. 

Looks like Keith’s is headed to 
beat its record for its vaudeville 
policy, while the Earle, too, is going 
strong, due to ‘Taxi’ with Cagney. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,323: 35-50)— 


Nothing’ 





‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Will do big 
week, maybe $15,000. Last week, 
second of ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) 


not so good, $6,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35)—‘Taxi’ (WB) 
and vaude. Probably a fine $18,000. 
Last week ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) dropped to $14,000. 


Fox (Fox) (2,434; 25-35-50)—‘Si- 
lent Witness’ and unit. Will not 
mean much; around anemic $17,- 


000. Last week James Dunn in per- 
son with ‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) 
$23,000, light. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,624: 25-35- 
50-75)—‘Husband's Holiday’ (Par). 
Will not mean over $5,500. Last 


week's double thrill week, ‘Speckled 
Band’ and football special, about 
$6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370; 25-35-50- 
75)—‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and _ unit. 
Should get good returns, $2¢,000. 
Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G) about $18,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,875; 35-50) 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio), and vaude. 
Kate Smith in home town and 
should break record here for vaude 
policy; maybe $17,000. Last week 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) dropped mid- 
week to around $14,000, which is 


pretty good, too. 

Rialto—'Michael and Mary’ (U). 
Low at about $4,000. Last week 
‘Unexpected Father’ also about $4,- 
000. 


een Oe Oe me Me 


ture—‘Depot’ Near $14,000 


Montreal, Feb. 8. 
‘Mata Hari’ is big here and may 


reach past $30,000 on its two weeks 


‘Union Depot,’ at Loew’s will do 
a fair second week at $13,500. Prin 
cess starts new double feature 


policy this weeK and nabes are do- 
i..g fairly. 
Estimates for Last Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,900; 50-$2). 
Dark. Last week ‘Good Companions’ 
(legit) fair at $10,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) (2nd week). Should 
carry to possible $12,000. Last week 
big at $20,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 
Kinds of Women’ 
‘Makers of Men’ 
gross $11,500. Last week ‘Ladies of 
Big House’ (Par) and ‘Smart 
Woman’ (Radio) around $10,500. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘Union 
Depot’ (WB) and vaude. Looks 
okay and around $14,000. Last week 
‘Taxi’ (WB) fair at $13,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) ‘Cock 
o 6 the Air’-(UA) and ‘Makers of 
Men’ (Col). First week of double 
feature plan; may be $10,000. Sec- 


60) 
(Par) 
(Col). 


Two 
and 
Should 


ond week of ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) 
last week fair on $7,500. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900; 25-40) 
‘Rainbow Trail’ (Fox) and ‘Heaven 
on Earth’ (U). Should get usual 
$2,000. Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ 


(FN) and ‘Unexpected Father’ 
also about $2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50) ‘Le Chanteur Inconnuw’ (French). 
Usual at around $1,800. Last week 
‘A Tout Coeur (French) about 
$1,500. 


(U) 


Depot, Alone, $7,000 at 
Columbus Palace, Poor 


Columbus, Feb. 8. 

Ohio and Broad have the mak- 
ing of best results in town this 
week—and that won’t be too hot. 

Palace is weak, for vaude is out 
for the first time in months, despite 
value of the screen feature. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-50) 
‘Union Depot’ (FN). Seems a weak 
$7,000; first week on straight films 


Last week ‘Forbidden’ (Col) and 
vaude very. light $6,800. 
Ohio (Loew-UA) = (3,000;25-50) 


‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and unit. On 
way to fair $12,500. Last week ‘No 
One Man’ (Par) light at $10,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-50) 
‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G). May 
see good $13,000. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) set record for price 
scale near with $18,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 15-35) ‘X 
Marks Spot’ (Tiff) and stage show. 


Headed for good enough $4,000. 
Last week ‘High Pressure’ (WB) 
fair, $3,650. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 10-25) 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio). An average 
$2,600. Last week ‘Rainbow Trail’ 


(Fox) fair, $2,700. 


B’KLYN TOTALS ARE UP: 
PAR PURSUES $50,000 


Brooklyn, Feb. 8. 








Grosses are spurting this week 
with the Paramount leading on 
‘Jekyll.’ Fox has good draw with 


James Dunn on stage while Strand 
and Met have good screen fare in 
‘Union Depot’ and ‘The Champ.’ 
Albee is moderate with ‘Prestige.’ 

Downtown houses feeling slack in 
night trade, due to heavy traffic of 
neighborhood houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85)—‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) and 
stage show. Duke Ellington and all 
colored show on stage, and between 
that and screen heading for a sock 
$50,000. Last week ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par) satisfactory, $42,500. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65-75) - 
‘Rainbow ‘Trail’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Being lifted by James Dunn 
personal appearance; looks like 
$23,000. Last week ‘Chan's Chance’ 
(Fox) quiet at $22,500. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Pres- 
tige) (Pathe) and vaude. Indiffer- 
ently received despite local popular- 


ity of Ann Harding; but maybe 
weak $20,000. Last week ‘Woman 
Commands’ (Radio) and Lopez 


$17,800. 
(3,400; 
(M-G) 


band bad on 

Loew’s Met 
‘The Champ’ 
zood $396,000. 
or Never’ (UA) 

Strand (2,500; 25-35-50)—‘Union 
Depot’ (WB). Heading for good 
$20,000; probably means holdover. 
Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) finished two 
weeks to good $18,700. 


95-35-50-65) 
and vaude. A 
Last week ‘Tonight 
weak, $20,800. 





| business around $12,000. 


$20,000 FOR BUFFALO 


| Town Has Biz Smiles—‘Forbidden’ 
$11,000 at Lafayette 


| 
| 
Buffalo, Feb. 8. 
| Business is moving along in good 
| fashion locally. 

Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Pubiix) (3,600; 30-40-60), 





‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Sophie Tucker in per- 
son and scaled to so-so $20,000. 
Last week ‘Dance Team’ (Fox), 
$18,700. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-50), 


Average 
Last week 
$13,900. 
(3,400; 
Looks 

week 
fair, 


Her Majesty Love’ (FN). 
‘Reckless Age’ (Par), 

Great Lakes (Publix) 
35-50), ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). 
set for good $24,000. Last 
Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par) just 
$15,600. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35), 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). Slow 
under $7,000. Last week ‘Chan's 
Chance’ (Fox) down to $6,900. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), ‘For- 
bidden’ (Col). Holding up and 
should reach over $11,000. Last 
week ‘Tip Off,’ over $9,000. 


20- 








Stanley’s $30,000 
As Pitt’s Highlight; 
Fulton Is Consistent 


Feb. 8. 
this 


Pittsburgh, 
A little more action week. 
Last session took a surprising nose- 
dive. 

‘Forbidden’ and Ted 
stage, at the Stanley, should have 
no trouble sailing along to $30,000 
currently. Conrad Nagel, in person 
at the Penn, has ‘Corsair’ with him 
and trade is plenty. disappointing. 
No more than a weak $23,000 likely. 

Fulton is hitting out strong with 
two-for-ones and doing a nice biz, 
no doubt hurting some of the larger 
sites a bit. ‘Suicide Fleet’ current 
looks like $6,500, okay for a picture 
minus a woman’s angle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,750; 10-15-25-35- 
50)—‘Good Sport’ (Fox). Grosses 
here seldom fluctuate much; this 
one should gather $3,200. That’s a 
bit short of last week’s takings for 
‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col). 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,800; 10- 
15 - 25 - 35 - 50) — ‘Suicide Fleet’ 
(Pathe). Two-for-ones making this 
site a real contender and minor 
thorn to larger sites; takes away a 
lot of customers who in these days 
can afford but one show a week, and 
this is their cheapest bet; present 
feature okay at $6,500. Last week’s 
‘Flying High’ (M-G) big at $7,400. 

Harris (WB) (1,800; 10-15-25-35- 
40)—‘Men of Chance’ and vaude. 
Should pick up this week; present 
layout all right at $4,500; is last 
week for vaude, house reverting to 
straight pictures Saturday (13). 
Last week ‘X Marks Spot’ (Tiff) 
about $4,100. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75—‘Corsair®? (UA) and _ stage 
show. Conrad Nagel in person, but 
will be lucky to get moderate $23,- 
000. Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G), and Alice White in person, 
around $23,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Forbidden’ (Col). and stage show. 
Despite mixed notices, film has cer- 
tain feminine appeal and Ted Lewis 
band always a fav here; so $30,- 
000 shouldn’t be any trouble. Last 
week ‘Taxi’ (WB), and Chic Sale in 
person, very disappointing, under 
$20,000, bad. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox). Detective 
meller should do $9,500, Chan series 
being fairly popular around here. 
Last week ‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) off 
at $8,800. 


Mardi Gras Quiets N. 0. 
Films—Plumber’ $11,000 


New Orleans, Feb. &. 

Mardi Gras week and the visitors 
are needed to help the thin fare in 
the loca] film temples. Nothing out- 
standing on screens, and all contri- 
butions thankfully received. 

Loew’s State trying with ‘Passion- 
ate Plumber’ and the Saenger doing 
somewhat better with ‘Lovers Cou- 
rageous.,’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Saenger (3,000; 60)—‘Lovers Cou 


Lewis on 








rageous’ (M-G). Picture will get 
around moderate $13,000 to lead 
town. Last week ‘Ladies of Big 


Hiouse’ (Par) $12,000. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 60) — ‘Pas- 
sionate Plumber’ (M-G). Not so 
forte; will be fortunate to do $11,000. 
Last week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) good at 
$14,000. 


Orpheum (2,400; 60)—‘Woman 
Commands’ (Radio). Not good; 
may achieve $9,000. Last week 


| ‘Prestige’ (Pathe), $11,000. 

Strand (1,800; 50)—‘Corsair’ (UA). 
Possibly $2,200, weak. Last week 
‘Two Kinds of Woman’ (Par), $2,500. 

Tudor (800; 35) — ‘Safe in Hell.’ 
(FN), Second week and should do 





$3.000. Last week film, first run, 
did $5,000, oke. 





‘BEAST’ POOR, $6,200 


Louisville 
$8,100 at Strand All Right 
Louisville, Feb. 8. 

Thunder and Hghtning one night 
and the next it’s down to 15 above. 
gut theatrical horizon bright enough 
to make Harry Martin consider put- 
ting in stock, with musical comedy 
and light opera to follow by inten- 
tion. Jolson’s ‘Wonder Bar’ at Na- 
tional and doing business. 

Film houses once more at outs 
with newspapers over advertising. 
Rialto has definitely decided to 
change policy Feb. 19, going to 
Fanchon & Marco units instead of 
vaude, but bill okay now. F-M name 





as presentations were weak at Na- 
tional last winter. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (3,252: 25-35-50-60) - 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G). Weak at $6,- 


200. Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G) $9,100, all right. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) 
35-50)—Dishonorable’ 
for $8,100. 
(U), $7,500. 
Brown (2,214; 15-25-30-40)—‘Safe 
in Hell’ (FN) and U. S. C.-Tulane 
game. Flood of two-for-ones means 
only $2,500. Last week ‘Smart Wom- 
an’ (Radio) and ‘Around World’ 
(UA), $5,300. 
Rialto (Fourth 
50)—‘High Pressure’ (WRB) (Par) 
and: vaude. Weak at $8,500. Last 
week ‘No One Man’ (Par), $8,000. 
Alamo (Fourth Avenue.) (1,100; 
15-25-40)—‘Frankenstein’ (U). Good 
at $4,200. Last week ‘Chan’s Chance’ 
(Fox), $3,300. 


(1,865; 25- 
(U). Good 
Last week ‘Frankenstein’ 


Ave.) (2,910; 35- 


P’LAND SEES NICE BIZ: 
‘PRESSURE’ $5,000—BOX 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 8. 

United Artists figures to hold 
‘Emma’ for fifth week as the easiest 
way of taking the count. Picture 
did plenty well on earlier weeks 
though and clicked for a fair fourth. 
Cold weather and snow is the latest 
interference but biz is okay. 

J. J. Parker’s deal with United 
Artists to show U. A. pictures at 
any local Fox house under his man- 
agement will cause U. A. films to 
be taken from the 1,000 seat United 
Artists to the 3,000 seat Paramount. 
Parker's Fox-Portland, Inc. plans 
first cheice selections at the Para- 
mount at the sacrifice of the small- 
er houses. 

tialto, newly re-opened, 
operating on a 30 cent top basis. 
Understanding is that a reduced 
admish is in line for the United 
Artists, too. This conforms with 35 
cent top at Hamrick’s Musie Box. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60) 
‘Ladies of Jury’ (Radio) and vaude. 
With Weaver Bros. in top. spot 
clicking for solid $12,000. Last 
week ‘Woman Commands’ (Radio) 
a terrible $5,800. 

Paramount (Fox-Portland) (3,000: 
25-60) ‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) 
and F-M unit. Biz much improved 
around $11,000. Last week ‘No One 
Man’ (Par) only fair, $7,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Portland) (2,000: 
25-60) ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). Getting 
good results for big $11,500. Last 
week ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) fair at $6,- 
G00. 

United Artists (Fox-Portland) (1,- 
000; 25-60) ‘Emma’ (M-G) (5th 
week). Getting fair $3,000. Fourth 
week was $3,800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
35) ‘High Pressure’ (WF). Okay 
around $5,000. Last week ‘Three 
Wise Girls’ (Col) $3,700, fair. 


Orph, Tacoma, $4,500 


Tacoma, Feb. 8. 

Business is steady this week with 
average attractions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 25-60)— 
‘Safe in Hell’ (FN) with vaude (3 
days) then ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) 
(four days). Has $4,500 in sight for 
the seven days; good. Last week 
‘Compromised’ (FN) and ‘Woman 
Commands’ (Radio) helped first 
half by Weaver Bros., did $5,200, 
strong. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) 
35-50)—High Pressure’ 
heavy exploiting for 
short, ‘Dream House’; on wavy to $2,- 
200, good. Last week ‘Five Year 
Plan’ (Ind) around $2,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (1.200: 
‘Jekyll and Hyle’ (Par), 
an’ (Par) and ‘Good 
Three-way split for 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ 
‘Secrets of Secretary’ 


reached $4,200, 


is now 








(650; 
(WB) and 
3ing Crosby 


De 
«v- 


25-35-50)— 
‘His Wom- 
Sport’ (Fox). 
$3,500, slow. 
(M-G) and 
(Par), split, 
‘Divers’ going five 





days. 


Quiet — ‘Dishonorable’s’ 


—— 


‘Shanghai Express’ Leaps L. A. "y 
Par to Smash $32,000, and U.A. 
A Good $20,000 on ‘Arrowsmith’ 


Los Angeles Feb. & 
‘Shanghai Express,’ despite rain 
eae 
looks like $32,000 on first week sete 


ting high mark at the Paramount 
for Harold Franklin regime. l“ilm, 
of course, holds over. Other Frank. 
lin house, United Artists, is near 
$20,000 with ‘Arrowsmitl] Second 
rainy week-end seemed to help 


rather than hurt, as the natives are 
likely getting used to it. 

Last week’s grosses should be 
read with appreciation for what the 
week-end rains did to business on 
the previous Saturday and Sunday, 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 50-$1.50), 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and stage show 
(2d week). Clipped stage show an 
assets and second week $24,000, 
Last week, first, $30,000, near old« 
time figures. 

Criterion (Fox) (1,600; 35-65), 
‘Emma’ (M-G) (4th week). ‘This 
week will probably hover around 
$5,000; ‘Freaks’ starts Feb. 12. Last 


week $8,000. 


Egyptian (Fox) (1,800; 25-50), 
‘Peach o’ Reno’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Figures around $2,000. Last 
week ‘Corsair’ (UA) $2,200 and 


house will go dark. 

Orpheum (2,270; 25-50), ‘Dishon- 
orable’ (U) (1st week). Not starte 
ing any excitement here; under 
$5,000. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 20-40-65- 
90), ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and stage 


show. Currently looks like $7,000, 
Last week ‘Ladies of Big House’ 
(Par) $6,200. 

Paramount (Franklin) (3,595; 35- 
75), ‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) and 
stage show. Started as smash.and 
should touch $32,000, tremendous, 


Last week, eight days of annivere 
sary show and ‘Tomorrow and Toe 
morrow’ (Par), got $18,200, fair. 
RKO (2,950; 30-65), ‘Law and Ore 
der’ (U) and vaude. for 
$11,000, fair. Last week close to 
$10,000 with ‘Secret Witness.’ 


Looks 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-$1), 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) and_ stage 
show. Dunn-Eilers combo growing 


in popularity, but looks meagre at 
around $17,500. Last week ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G) $18,500, thin. 

United Artists (Franklin) (2,100; 
35-$1), ‘Arrowsmith’ (U) (Ist week). 
House dark three days, but gala 
getaway, with Fairbanks-Pickford 
hosting, grossed $3,800 scaled up to 
$3. First week will be near $20,000, 
nice. ‘Broken Lullaby’ (Par) next 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,295; 35-60), 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). Fige 
ures $3,300 currently. Last week 
‘Delicious’ (Fox) under $3,000. 

Western (WB) (2,500; 50-75). 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WB). Currently 
aimed at okay $9,000. Last week 
‘Depot’ (WB) $9,000. 


Downtown (WE) (1,800; 25-75). 
‘Hatchet Man’ (WRB) and vaude 


Should be around fair enough $12,¢ 
000. Last week ‘Depot’ $11,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 35-75), 
‘The Expert’ (FN) and stage show. 
Chie Sale and Dickie Moore tcamed 
again; film is ‘Old Man Minick’ ree 
named; Gene Dennis, mentalist, 
holding over on stage for third 
week; near $13,000, all right, this 
week, Last week ‘Hatchet Man’ 
$21,900, good. 


Indianapolis Perks Up; 


Indianapolis, Feb. 8. 

Pictures on the whole are better 
this week and should draw above 
the past three weeks. Film grosses 
held up fairly well last week in 
view of ‘Green Pastures’ (egit). 
Came in for a week at English’s and 
sold out to extent management held 
an extra matinee. 

Estimates for This Week 

Indiana (Publix) (3.330; 25-35- 
50), ‘Hatchet Man’ (FN). Should 
help house to good $17,000; Robin- 
son has his pull here. Last week 
‘Tomorrow (Par) about $18,000, 


drawing especially heavy among 
women. 

Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-35-56), 
‘Two Kinds of Women’ (Par). A 
little more than the average: may- 


be $8,000. Last weck ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par), $5,500. 


Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2.800; 25- 


35-50), ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G). 
Looks pretty good, around $9,000 
Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) hit 
a fine $12,000, 

Apollo (Fourth Ave) (1,100; 25- 
35-50), ‘Dishonorable’ (U). Draw- 
ing and maybe $7,000. Last week 
‘High Pressure’ (WEB) also $7.000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave) (2,600; 25- 
35-50), ‘Taxi’ (WB) and vaude 


Should see okay $16,000. Last week 





‘Suicide Fleet’ (Pathe), $8,599. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 








Hatchet’ Bad, 


Under F ormer Chillers, $22,000 


| Shortage Juggles Chicago Films: 


$8,500—Morsue’ 








Chicago, Feb, 8. 


Acute shortage of screen mate- 
yial is worrying loop picture houses 
eurrently, forcing who:esale switch- 
ing of flickers and the pulmotoring 
of weak films to undeserved hold- 
overs. Several pictures which B-K 
pad previously rejected for loop 
ghowings are hastily being recalled 
for first-run duty. 

‘Shanghai Express,’ slated at firSt 
to open at the Chicago this Friday 
@i2), has been postponed until Feb. 
17, when it will go into the Roose- 
velt for a run, replacing ‘Hatchet 
Man’ (WB). The Robinson tong 
war flicker is already sunk at this 
small loop house. Only reason it’s 
being pushed for two weeks is the 
scarcity of replacement product. 
Picture couldn’t get started. 

‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G), which 
B. & K. had canceled for any loop 
appearance, is being called back to 
the Oriental screen for this Friday 
(12), and ‘Beast of the City,’ orig- 
inally slated for this house, will go 
into the ace Chicago. B-K figures 
that the Hearst plug will give film 
sufficient strength to hold at this 
main arena. Story has been run- 
ning serially in the ‘American.’ 

Current business in the loop for 
most theatres is steady. ‘Rue 
Morgue’ at the State-Lake is not 
touching the heavy grosses set by 
the other insomnia producers. Cam- 
paign on this film almost paralleled 
the advertising for ‘Frankenstein,’ 
warning light sleepers to stay away. 
Like the ‘Frankenstein’ work, this 
fs an ‘adults only’ presentation. 
Censors got excited about the film, 
and at first banned it entirely. 
Last-minute rescreening and nego- 
tiations sot the film through. 

Pola Negri, on the stage at the 
Oriental, is doing the heavy work 
ef the week. The picture, ‘Reckless 
Age,” is getting by-the-way billing. 
Polish actress is drawing a fine 
femme play, particularly from the 
More matronly type who remember 
when she was the hottest in cellu- 
loid. Also noticeable is her par- 
ticular appeal to her own national- 
ity, the opening days pulling many 
of the 450,000 Poles in this town. 
She will likely touch near $30,000. 
B K. is also playing another 
é@creen name, Charlie Chase, at one 
6f its neighborhood deluxers, Para- 
dise, a house which has been wob- 

ling somewhat lately. 

Smacking the big run McVickers 

a hearty take is ‘Hell Divers,’ the 
Gable-Beery co-piece. Gable and 

eery are dividing interest, the air 
flicker drawing as many women in 
to see Gable as men for the air se- 
quences. 

‘Mata Hari’ takes the long prize 
at the United Artists, now heading 
ito its fourth and final week. ‘Ar- 
fowsmith’ (UA) next and has ‘’em 
Worried how to sell this film to a 
midwest mob that isn’t particularly 
interested in Nobel prize winners or 
Microbe snoopers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (Publix-B&K) (4,000; 

$0-75-85). ‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and 
Stage show. Not as powerful as 
hoped for, though indicating pick-up 
on comments; likely to finish strong 
@nough for fair enough $38,000. Last 
week ‘No One Man’ (Par) and B-K’s 
big 15th anniversary stage bill a 
moderate $39,100. 
. McVickers (Publix-B&K) (2,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). 
Away at hefty gallop and possibly 
$32,000 on opening :-ssion. Last 
week ‘Emma’ (M-G) finished third 
week in flabby fashion, $13,200. 
Next is Lubitsch flicker, known in 
the east as ‘Man I Killed’ (Par); 
title, switched first to ‘Fifth Com- 
mandment,’ now stands as ‘Broken 
Lullaby’ here, 

Oriental (Publix-B&K,) (3,200; 
50-75-85), ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and 
Stage show. Pola Negri on plat- 
form and doing business; indicates 
Pleasant $30,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) eivyht days for unexciting 
$25,100. ‘Passionate Plumber’ (M-G) 
next week after having first been 
rejected for B-K loop spots. 

; Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-75-85), 
Chan's Chance’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Leveling off currently, but pleasant 


around $23,000. Last week ‘Local 
Boy’ (FN) to good enough $24,400. 
go oosevelt (Publix-B&K) (1,500; 
ov-19-85) ‘Hatchet Man’ (WB). 


Close to record low at this smal! 
looper; B-K couldn't make up its 
™ind how to sell it and left a mixed 

pression on public; fearing the 

nese angle, they covered up as 
much as possible; looks bad at 
$8,500 for opening session, in spite 
- this may stay until ‘Shanghai 
“Xpress’ (Par) comes in Feb. 17, 
though house is straining to obtain 
picture before that date. Last week 
Union Depot’ (WB) finished fort- 


night, drag rin . , ° 
$9,300. Sging its anchor at weak 


gprtate-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 50-75- 
do. Rue Morgue’ (U). Chiller 
Olng fairly, but not hitting marks 

former horror flicks; ‘adults only’ 


> 





NEW HAVEN PERSONALS 


Basquette-Etting Current—‘Hatchet 
Man’ Fair on $11,000 


New Haven, Feb. 8. 


Heavy competition in personals 
this week. Ruth Etting is at the 
Poli and Lina Basquette at the 


Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 65) 
‘No One Man’ (Par) and unit. Lina 
Basquette personal and probably 
meagre $11,000. Last week ‘Reck- 
less Age) (Par) $11,500. 

Poli (Fox) (3,040; 65) ‘Lovers 
Courageous’ (M-G) and vaude. Plus 
Ruth Etting and headed for pass- 
able $14,500. Last week ‘Emma’ 
(M-G) got good $16,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 65) 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN) and vaude. 
Probaby fair $11,000. Last week 
‘Forbidden’ (Col) a disappointment, 
$9,800. 


College (Fox) (1,565; 50) ‘Ben 
Hur’ (M-G). Revival on way to 
moderate $3,800. Last week ‘Dis- 


honorable’ (U) best in weeks, $5,- 
300. 

Bijou (Fox) (1,536; 50) ‘Passion- 
ate Plumber’ (M-G) and ‘Silent 
Witness.’ Looks like nice $5,000. 
Last week ‘Way Back Home’ and 
‘House Divided’ okay at $4,100. 


‘Morgue’-Vaude $13,000 
In Prov.; Fay’s $7,000 


Providence, Feb. 8. 
between the Albee and 
Fay’s continues unabated with 
vaudeville the main weapon. Al- 
bee managed to break the news 
columns every day last week an- 
nouncing current show. Ballyhoo 
was mostly on organization of Fat 
Men’s Club here by Larry Rich. 

In the straight picture class 
Loew’s and Majestic will be the 
leaders. Drop in biz is looked for 
last half of week because of Lent. 


Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50-75), 
‘Beast of City’ (M-G). Nothing to 
indicate that this one will bring 


much sunshine; house hit since be- 
ginning of vaude battle’ three 
weeks ago; probably not over $15,- 
000. Last week ‘Courageous Lovers’ 
(M-G) $13.360. 

Albee (15-60). ‘Rue Morgue’ (U) 
and vaude. House figuring on good 
$13.000 on strength of heavy plug- 
ging, despite Lent; last week ‘Pres- 
tige’ (Pathe) did $13,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50), 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN). Disappoint- 
ing at $9,500; just so-so. Last 
week ‘Woman from Monte Carlo’ 
(WB) and ‘Manhattan Parade’ 
(WRB) off at $8,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50), ‘To- 
morrow’ (Par). Should do well at 
matinees: aiming for nice $11.900. 
Last week ‘No One Man’ (Par) a 
small $6,500. 

Fays (1,600; 
ness (Fox) and 
one of biggest 


Battle 


‘Silent Wit- 
Probably 
stage shows this 
house has seen; fat week assured 
on at least $7,000. Last week ‘Night 
Beat’ and a slide to $5,800, weak. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-35), ‘For- 
gotten Women’ (Mono) and ‘Secret 
Witness’ (Tiff). Oke for $4,200. 
Last week ‘Maker of Men’ (Col) 
and ‘Unexpected Father’ (U) pleas- 
ant with $5,400. 


15-59), 
vaude, 





Multicolor Contracts 
For Consolidated Lab 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

All color print contracts held by 
Multicolor Laboratory have been 
turned over to Consolidated lab to 
be printed in the latter’s Magna- 
color which is practically 
the, same as Multicolor. 

Understood that no cash was in- 
volved, the closed Multicolor hand- 
ing the contracts to Consolidated in 
order not to tie up producers and 
distributors who have contracted 
for color prints of pictures now re- 
leased. 


process, 





from censors; $22,000, good. Last 
week ‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) wilted 
in seven days to $11,300. ‘Prestige’ 
(Pathe) next. _ 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,700; 
50-75-85), ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). Will 
round out a full month, aiming for 
$13,000 on final session. Last week, 
third, held up buoyantly to nifty 
$17,900. ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA) = ar- 
rivyes Friday (12). 





— 


DENVER ABOUT NORMAL 


‘Emma’ Big at Ace House, $20,000— 
6 First Runs With New Orph 








Denver, Feb. 8. 
The Denver is in front on ‘Emma’ 
this week and Paramount is doing 
nicely on ‘Hell Divers’ for second 
week, but will yank it after six 
days. Other houses are just fair. 
After this week there will be six 
first run houses here, the new 2,800- 
seat Orpheum opening Feb. 11, 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500: 35-50- 
75) ‘The Menace’ (Col). A fair $5.- 
000. Last week same figure with 


"Nice Women’ (U). 
Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 


‘Emma’ (M-G). Will show a fine 
$20,000. Last week ‘Jekyll and 
Hyde’ (Par) a poor $14,500. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000: 25- 
35-50) ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) (2d 
week). A good $8,000 on six days. 


Last week same film $16,300, big. 

Rialto (Huffman) (1,000; 20-30- 
40) ‘Dishonorable’ (U). Seems fair 
near $3,000. Last week ‘Delicious’ 
(Fox) also $3,000. 

Tabor (Huffman) (1,900: 25-35- 
50) ‘High Pressure’ (WB). Possibly 
$9,000, moderate. Last week ‘Guilty 
Generation’ (Col) only $6,500. 


Smart Figures in 


Frisco This Week; 
‘Arrowsmith’ $15,000 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. 

Lively competition along the 
street is bringing life to drooping 
box offices, and some neat figures 
are anticipated. 

Special publicity doing much for 
‘Hell Divers* at the Fox, ‘Arrow- 
smith’ at United Artists, and ‘Taxi’ 
at Warners. Warner management 
had a fiock of special stunts on 
‘Taxi,’ including a cab parade, and 





picture started nicely with strong 
$13,000 indicated. 
Otherwise town is just fair. 


‘Jekyll and Hyde’ disappointed and 
lasting but three days beyond its 
first week with about $21,500 for the 
full 10 days, ‘Mata Hari’ following 
with a midweek opening. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (5,000; 86-65), ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Doing well 
at $40,000. Last week ‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par) a fair $29,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65), ‘House Divided) (U) and vaude. 
A poor $12,000. Last week ‘Guilty 


Generation’ (Col) $13,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.270; 25-35- 
50), ‘Panama Flo’ (Radio). Very 


bad on $5,000. Last week ‘Woman 
Commands’ (Radio) a bad $6,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 35-50), 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (Par). Last three 
days drawing $4,000, totaling around 
$21,500 for full 10 days; withdrawn 
in favor of ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G). 

United Artists (1,200; 25-40-60), 
‘Arrowsmith’ (UA). Big campaign 
and $15,000 expected, okay. Last 
week ‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col) bad, 
under $5,000, 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 25-35-50- 
60), ‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Pulling weak $16,500. 
Eight-day week of ‘Tomorrow’ 
(Par) $21,000 last week. 

Warners (1,365; 25-35-50-60), 
‘Taxi’ (WB). Heavily sold and $13,- 
000 a big figure. Second and final 
week of ‘Union Depot’ (FN) held 
up well, $8,600. 


Seattle Likes ‘Depot’ for 
$6,500—Flo’ on $10,000 


Seattle, Feb. 8. 
‘Hell Divers’ is big at Coliseum 
and anticipates $8,000, record under 
present policy. ‘Union Depot’ is also 
strong but otherwise nothing hot. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (Fox) (2,400; 25-60)— 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par). Indicates $11,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Hell Divers’ (M- 
G) well exploited and fine on $20,000 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe). Starting bal- 
lyhoo early, Northwest Civic Opera 
Co. for one performance each eve- 
ning with 42 voices; fair $10,000 in 
sight. Last week ‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (Radio) failed to pull at all, 
$5,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25) 
‘Taxi’ (WB). Will do $2,500, bad. 
Last week ‘Nic2 Women’ (U), $2,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-35- 
50)-——‘Union Depot’ (FN). Billboards 
used for this and $6,500 biz. Last 
week ‘High Pressure’ (WEB) not so 
good around $3,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Leftover Ladies’ 
(Tif). Maybe $5,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Right of Way’ (FN), $5,400. 

Paramount (Fox) (3,106; 25-35)-— 
‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and ‘Guards- 
man) (M-G). Double feature to bad 
$5,000. Last week ‘Husband’s Holi- 
day’ (Par) and ‘Lovers Courageous’ 
(M-G) better on $6,400. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘Hell Divers’ (M-G). In for solid 
week, $8,000 very big. Last week 
‘Unholy Garden’ (UA) and ‘Cuba’ 
(WB), split week, bad at $2,100. 








Hatchet’s A.M. Trade Pushing 
It Over $48,000 on Broadway; 
‘Arrowsmith’ $40,000 at Rivoli 





‘TOMORROW’ $11,000 


Plus Vaude in Birmingham—‘Sooky’ | 


| 


Doing Well, $4,000 


Birmingham, Feb. 8 


Grosses should come in a little 
stronger this week after a two 
weeks’ lull. 

Current leader will be ‘Tomorrow 
and Tomorrow’ helped by vaude- 
ville. 


‘Sooky’ will be best bet consider- 

ing size of house. 
Estimates tor This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2.800; 35-60) 
—‘Tomorrow’ (Par) and vaude. 
$11,000, near okay. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) $11,500. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Pres- 


tige’ (Pathe) and ‘Ladies of Jury’ 
(Radio) split. Off to a fair start, 
$4,500. Last week ‘Panama _ Flo’ 
(Pathe) and ‘Nice Women’ only 
$3,900. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 25-40)— 
‘Sooky’ (Par). With low overhead 


probably best bet in town to make 
nice profit, $4,000. Last week ‘Sur- 


render’ (Fox), $3,200. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-50)— 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G). Bob 
Montgomery oke for moderate 
$4,400. Last week ‘Reckless Age’ 
(Par) $3,900. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 


‘Sidewalks of New York (M-G). All 
alone now for a good $1,050. Last 
week ‘Good Sport’ (Fox) and ‘Side- 
walks of New York’ good, $1,000. 


NEW’K FAIR WITH “HART 
IN LEAD AT BIG $25,000 


Newark, Feb. 8. 

Everything centers about Loew’s 
this week with ‘Mata Hari.” Just 
how high the gross will be is hard to 
say, but not less than $25,000. Noth- 
ing else will be big. 

Lou Holtz’s vaude show at the 
Shubert on a break-in, expected to 
cut in to some extent, but the $2 
top will prevent its being real com- 
petition to the film houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 20-35-50)— 
‘High Pressure’ (WB) and F-M unit. 
Ought to pull, but only strong sex 
stuff seems to have the real b. o. 
kick now; about $13,500. Last week 
‘Dance Team’ (Fox) n.s.g. at $12,000. 

Capitol (WEB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Woman of Monte Car’o (WB) and 
‘File 113.’ Two first runs, but neither 
known; probably $4,000. Last week 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) and 
‘Flying High’ (M-G), both seconds, 
fine at $5,000. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Sein 
Liebeslied’ (Asso. Cinema). Ought 
to please with $1,500. Last week 
‘Der Hampelmann’ (Terra) pretty 
sad, $750. 

Loew’s State (2,780: 30-50)—"Mata 
Hari’ (M-G) and vaude. Looks $25,- 
000 or better. Last week ‘Tonight 
or Never’ (UA) little better than 
fair, $16,500. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 20-30-35-50) 
—‘Age for Love’ (UA) and yaude. 
Nothing seems to help here; poor 
$7,000. Last week ‘Nice Women’ 
(U) bad, $6,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
25-50-60)—"Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) and yvaude. Weak show will] 
hurt better picture, $13,000. Last 
week ‘No One Man’ (Par), poor un- 
der $12,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-40-50- 
60)—‘Prestige’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Not much over $15,000; this house 
most likely to feel Holtz competition. 
Last week Thurston, magician, a 
draw, with ‘Secret Service’ (Radio) 
as film; a fine $25,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—‘Dishonorable’ (U) and ‘Lone 
Trail’ (Syndicate) with ‘Stepping 
Sisters’ (Fox) and ‘Rock of San 
Francisco’ (Syndicate) on split. Not 
more than $3,800 hoped for. Last 
week ‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Air 
Eagles’ (Big Prod.) with ‘House Di- 
vided’ (U) and ‘Sally of Subway’ 
(Syndicate), split, fell down second 
half, $3,400. 











Photophone-Victor 


>. 
Combine on Coast 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

RCA Photophone is moving out 
of its plant on Santa Monica Boule- 
vard and hereafter will share space 
and facilities with its RCA cousin, 
the Victor company. Economy move 
combines and slightly reduces the 


staffs. 
George Hall and John Klenke 
will share the managerial duties 


under the combined arrangement. 

Photophone has been maintained 
out here as a separate organization 
for about five years, or since the 
beginning of sound. 


| 


nl 





Business remains unimpressive 
renera ly with one or two excepD- 
ions, notably ‘Hatchel Man,’ which 
looks to walk away with gross hon- 
ors this week at the Winter Garden. 
Indications here are for a plenty 
satisfying $48,000 and possibly an 
even $50 000, 

The Ed. Robinson draw, em- 
phasized by a strong lure to the 
males, is piling up good business 01 


late hour shows. It’s thecRobinson 
and Cagney chHentte-among the boys 
from First to Twelfth avenue that 
seems to be doing the trick. 

Of the other runs, Rivoli is bright 
at a likely $40,000 on first week of 
‘Arrowsmith’ at pop scales. Rialto 
is disappointing at a $28,000 first 
week for ‘Greeks Had a Word for 
Them.’ 

Deluxers are failing to hit a good 
stride, although the Capitol is doing 
well with ‘Emma,’ which will be 
held over. While not a smash, the 
Dressler item ought to garner 
around $75,000 on the week. Para- 
mount, with ‘Tomorrow’ on _ its 
holdover week, probably will show 
$55,000, not bad for a second stretch 
there. Previous week the picture got 
a beauteous $78,800. 

Roxy looks like a weak $58,000 at 
the outside with ‘Silent Witness.’ 

Warners bring in ‘Man Who 
Played God’ tomorrow night (Wed- 
nesday) at the Warner for a $2 
try. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; $1-$2) ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (7th week). Still stalling 
with no successor selected, 

Capitol (5,400; 25-85-$1.50) ‘Emma’ 
(M-G) and stage show. Not a 
smash but strong on $75,000 and 
will holdover. Second week of ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G) snared $58,000, oke. 

Criterion (996; $1-$1.50) ‘Man I 
Killed’ (Par) (34 week). Not the 
lure expected and departs within 
next 10 days. 

Paramount, (3,664; 40-65-85) “To- 
morrow’ (Par) (2nd week) an@ 
stage show. Doing nicely on sece 
ond week for $55,000 with Lil Tash- 


man in person also holding. First 
week a grand $78,800. 
Rialto (2,000; 45-65-85) ‘Greeks’ 


(UA). Not so strong here; around 
$28,000 on first week, just moderate. 
‘Shanghai Express’ (Par) due Feb. 
18. Last week final six days of ‘Cock 
of the Air’ (UA) a low $8,700 on 


second stanza, 
Mayfair (2,200; 35-65-85-$1) 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe). Little chance of 


bettering poor $12,500 for six days. 


Last week ‘Woman Commands’ 
(Radio) garnered $15,700, way 
short. 


Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-85-$1) ‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA). Opened pop run 
Thursday (4) briskly; ought to 
clock around $40,000 on first week, 
good. Last week ‘Jekyll and Hyde,’ 
(Par) its fifth week, $16,100, good. 

Roxy (6,200; 50-75-$1.50) ‘Silent 
Witness’ (Fox) and stage show. E! 
Brendel on stage but not more than 
ordinary $58,000 in sight. Only $50,- 
000 last week with ‘Rainbow Trail,’ 
(Fox), bad. 

Strand (2,900; 35-50-75-$1) ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) (2nd week). Head- 
ing for $23,000 on holdover week, 
nice; house said to be angling for 
outside film for next week. Initial 
week of ‘Pressure’ $32,500, most 
pleasing, 

Warners (1,100; 25-35-50-75) 
George Arliss in ‘Man Who Played 
God’ (WB) comes in tomorrow night 
(Wednesday) at $2; house has been 
playing WB-FN product on second 
run, following Strand. 

Winter Garden (1,418;35-65-85-$1) 
‘Hatchet Man’ (FN). Stem’s most 
impressive performer currently; wil! 
rake in $48,000, possibly $50,000 on 
initial week, fine. 

Ufa-Cosmopolitan (1,130;50-75) 
‘Meine Frau, Die MHochstaplerin 
(Ufa). At likely $3,000 a bit above 
average. Last week ‘Das Ekel’ 
(Ufa), $2,500. 





Raspin’s Lineup 

Raspin Productions has organized 
a staff including Lou Schnitzer, for- 
merly with Radio, among those in 
the lineup. He becomes special rep- 
resentative on sales. 

George Jacobs, will head sales 
while Harold McCracken becomes 
publicity director. McCracken, an 
explorer, is chairman of the public- 
ity committee of the Explorers’ club. 
Larry Jacobs, recently with United 
Artists, becomes adv. director. 


ROGERS’ GRID MYSTERY 


Charles Rogers will produce ‘70,- 





000 Witnesses,” murder mystery 
with a football! locale. 

William Morris agency sold the 
script to Rogers for the author, 
Cortland Fitzsimmons. No re- 
leasing source mentioned with 


Rogers having recently left RKO- 
Pathe as production head. 
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MINN. WAY OFF, 
WITH $22,000 
TOWN TOP 


—_—-— 


Feb. 8. 


bring 


Minneapolis, 


There isn’t much to rood 
cheer to the local Rialto this week. 
Coupled with generally unfavorable 


business conditions, drooping sen- 


timent and adverse weather is a 
lack, this week, of outstanding box 
ffice fare. Not one of the first 


runs has evoked an enthusiastic re- 


sponse from the newspaper review- | 


ers. 

That the popularity of Ruth 
Chatterton is very much on the 
wane here is made clear by ‘To- 


morrow and Tomorrow’ at the Min- 
nesota. The picture, which should 
have been helped to a good start 
by the tip-top ad campaign, and by 
the attention garnered by the same 
play here recently, is making no 
headway whatsoever. 
Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
*Tomorrow’ (er) and stage show. 
Ruth Chatterton seems washed up 
as drawing card here; picture a vic- 
tim of. fans’ runaround; only hope 
is for trade to build; about $22,000 
indicated, mediocre. Last week 
‘Emma’ (M-G) built and finished 
around $27,900, fine. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 
‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) and vaude. 
Helen Twelvetrees means nothing 
to local box offices, but Doc Rock- 
well has some drawing power on 
stage; picture may reach $12,000, 
good improvement over preceding 
week. Last week ‘Woman Com- 
mands’ (Radio) only $8,000, poor. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 50)— 
*‘Chan’s Chance’ (Fox). Will do well 
to hit $7,000, fair. Last week ‘Lov- 
ers Courageous’ (M-G) around 
$6,800. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Pas- 


50)— 


sionate Plumber’ (M-G). Keaton 
a draw in this house, if not for 
higher prices; looks like about 
$5,000, good. Last week ‘Blonde 
Crazy’ (WB) around $3,600, me- 
diocre. 


Pantages (UA) (1,400; 50). House 
dark until March 2 when ‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA) is scheduled; to be fol- 
lowed by ‘Greeks’ (UA), ‘Sky Devils’ 
(UA) and ‘Shame of a Nation’ 
(UA); lack of product blamed for 
month's darkness. Last week 
‘Michael and Mary’ (U) about $1,500, 
very bad. 

Aster (Publix) — ‘Big Shot’ 
(Pathe) and ‘Stepping Sisters’ 
(Fox), split. Around $800, bad. Last 
week ‘Under 18’ (WB) near $1,200. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) second 
loop run. Possibly $1,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Delicious’ (Fox) around $1,500. 





Detroit Shy Big Figures; 
Mich. Betters for $40,000 


Detroit, Feb. 8. 
Plenty of big time names in town 
this week, but business continues 
disappointing outside of the Michi- 
gan. 





Estimates for This Week 

Michigan—‘Union Depot’ (WB) 
(4,045; 15-35-60-75) and stage show. 
Cab Calloway on stage getting a 
play; will better $40,000, strong. 
Last week ‘High Pressure’ (WB) at 
$33,200. 

Fox—‘Silent Witness’ (Fox) and 
stage show (5,100; 15-25-50). House 
just going along; will be poor at 
$17,000. Last week ‘Stepping Sis- 
ters’ (Fox) and El Brendel in per- 
s0n only $25,800. 

Downtown—‘Heaven on Earth 
(U) and vaude (2,750; 15-35-60-75). 
Paul Whiteman handicapped by 
picture and opposish houses 
strengthened against him; will be 
lucky to get $19,500. Last week 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe) very weak at 
$12,000. 

Fisher—‘Passionate Plumber’ (M- 
G) and stage show. (2,665; 15-35- 
60-75). Doesn’t mean anything but 
fair “at $20,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) was also weak, $13,400. 

United Artists — ‘Arrowsmith’ 
(UA) (2,018; 15-25-35-60-75-90). 
Dropping off and three weeks the 
outside for this one. This week 
about $13,000 after a pretty good 
first week of $21,500. 

Paramount—‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) 
(3,448; 15-35-60-75). Doing okay in 
first week for total of about $25,900. 
Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G) droppec 
in third week to $9,000. , 





RESHOOTING SCHOOL 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Universal has scrapped 10,000 feet 
of film made by a newsreel photog- 
rapher at Culver Military Academy. 
It was intended as background for 
U’s ‘Tom Brown at Culver.’ 

So William Wyler, director, and 
Tom Buckingham, writer, are now 
on their way to the Indiana school 
to supervise replacement footage. 


KEITH’S, BALTO, GOES 
COMBO FOR $20,000 


Baltimore, Feb. 8. 

Keith’s has finally gone combo, 
adding vaude, the policy taking 
place last week-end. Puts the house 
back in direct competition with the 
Hippodrome, and means that both 
spots are rivals of the Century 
family trade 





for 
and a 


once more, 


playing up of 
Weber and 
Fields were at the Hipp last 
and Joe Cook is 
Century. 

Biz continues at a 
pace generally. 


stage names 


week, 
currently at the 


satisfactory 





Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA), ‘Passionate 
Plumber’ (M-G) and vaude (3,200; 
25-60). All comedy bill, which 
means heavy night trade at expense 
of mats; with Joe Cook in person, 
should top town for at least $22,000. 
Last week ‘Lovers Courageous’ (M- 
G) $23,500, fine. 
Stanley (Loew-Stanley-Crandall), 
‘Tomorrow’ (Par) (3,600; 25-60). 
Combo of Chatterten-Lukas looks 
okay; should do good but not sen- 
sational $21,000. ‘Union Depot’ 
(WB) last week not so hot, $17.200. 

Valencia (Loew-UA), ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (1,200; 25-35). Did very 
well at the Stanley and should re- 
peat here; satisfactory $3,500. 
‘Ladies of Big House’ (Par) $2,800 
last week. 
Parkway (Loew-UA), ‘Hell Divers’ 
(M-G) (1,000; 25-35). Day-and- 
dated with Val and at least a good 


$4,500. ‘Ladies of Big House’ last 
week just tair $3,800. 

Keith’s (Schanbergers), ‘Nice 
Women’ (U) and vaude 2.500; 


25-50). First week of combo policy; 
novelty and heavy ads will give b.o. 


added impetus; $20,000 or better. 
‘Manhattan Parade’ last week an off 
$8,000. 

New (Mechanic), ‘Girl of Rio’ 
(Radio) (1,800; 25-50). May do 
$7,000. ‘Silent Witness’ last week 


a satisfactory $7,500. 

Rivoli (Rome), ‘Anybody’s Blonde’ 
(FN) (1,800; 25-40). A pretty good 
$4,200. ‘Speckled Band’ last week 
got some good notices, but biz just 
fair, $4,500. 

Hipp (Rappaport), ‘Consolation 
Marriage’ (Radio) and vaude (2,500; 
25-50). Will feel new Keith combo 
bill, but Alice Joyce and Tom Moore 
in person should draw $13,000. 
‘Heaven on Earth’ last week, plus 
Weber and Fields on stage, a good 
$14,500. 


K. C. STILL MODERATE; 
‘BEAST’ $15,000-M’LAND 


Kansas City, Feb. 8. 

Favorite names, as well as sev- 
eral genuine home towners, giving 
added interest to picture offerings 
this week but business remains 
Powell, Evalyn Knapp and Guy 
moderate. The locals are Bill 
Kibbee, at the Liberty and Jean 
Harlow at Loew’s Midland. Mary 
Astor from the neighboring Sun- 
flower state is featured at the Main- 
street. 

Business for past couple of weeks 
has been heartbreaking but mana- 
gers are continuing heavy publicity 
campaigns. 

At the newly opened Pantages 
last week ‘Around the World’ (UA) 
was given in addition to the regu- 
lar feature. In order to keep the 
show within regular running time 
the Fairbank’s travelog was cut to 
40 minutes by Jack Moffit, picture 
editor of the Kansas City ‘Star,’ 
calle. in by the management to do 
the trimming. 


Estimates for This Week 











Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-50)— 
‘Beast of the City’ (M-G). Jean 
Harlow, Kansas City’s own, played 
up and dedicated to ‘Gallant Police 
of Our Nation,’ probably around 
$15,000, moderate. Last week ‘Lov- 
ers Courageous’ (M-G) only $14,000. 

Mainstreet (3,200; 25-35-50-60)— 
‘Men of Chance’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Should hold around fair $16,000. 
Last week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) $13,- 
000, weak. 

Newman (1,890; 25-35-50)—‘To- 
morrow’ (Par). Looks like fair $7,- 
500. Last week ‘Union Depot’ (WB) 
$10,300, fine. 

Liberty (1,000; 25-50)—‘High 
Pressure’ (WB). William Powell, 
Evalyn Knapp and Guy Kibbee all 


from K. C,; around $5,000, fair 
enough. Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) 
$4,800. 


Pantages (2,200; 20-35)—Ferbid- 
den’ (Col). Management has se- 
cured lease to the stock burlesque 
house next door, closed it and cov- 
ered entrance; claimed pictures 
of burlesque queens were distaste- 
ful to family trade sought by Pan's 
management: this week should be 
close to $4,500, so-so. Last week 
‘Men in Her Life’ and ‘Around the 
World’ (UA) $3,100. 


Apollo (1,100) —‘Le Miltion 
(French). Likely to hit around $2,- 
000. Last week ‘Two Hearts in 





Waltz Time,” $1,300. 


; dies 


Cincy Wants Its Laughs; 


Albee’s $23,500 Is Best 


Cincinnati, Feb. 8. 


Looks like they want laughs 
around here. Dramatic material 
isn’t drawing, but weather is co- 


operating to help business. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-65)—‘La< 
of Jury’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Mary Brian on stage and due for 
very good $23,500; picture liked, too. 
Last week ‘Reckless Age’ (Par) and 
Minevitch slumped to $19,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-50)—‘To- 
morrow’ (Par). Names responsible 
for fair $13,000. Last week ‘High 
Pressure’ (WB) didn’t get them, 
$11,000 lowest in months. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-50)— 
‘Prestige’ (Pathe). Too trite for 
serious acceptance by critics: fans 
seem to share the idea, and $8,000 
poor. Last week ‘Emma’ (M-G) in 
second week, $16,500, big. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 30-50)— 
‘Lovers Courageous’ (M-G). Very 
goed $13,500, reflecting high fan and 
reviewer approbation of comedy 
treatment. Last week ‘No One Man’ 
(Par), low, $9,500. 


Strand .- (RKO) (1,350; 25-40)— 
‘Girl of Rio’ (Radio) and ‘Emma’ 
(M-G), second run, split. Fair $3,- 


000 in prospect. Last week ‘Hell 
Divers’ (M-G) and ‘Ladies of Big 
House’ (Par) for $3,600. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,600; 25-40)— 
‘Ben Hur’ (M-G). Advancing house 
average to good $5,500. Last week 
‘Deceiver’ (Col) and U. S. C.-Tulane 
game weathered $2,200. 


Family (RKO) (100; 15-25)— 
‘Range Feud’ (Col) and ‘Sally of 
Subway’ (Fischer). Splitting good 
$3,500. Last week ‘Law of Sea’ 


(Standard) and 
(Tiff), $3,000. 


‘MORGUE’ FAIR, BOSTON, 
ON $20,000 AT KEITH'S 


Boston, Feb. 8. 
Town has always stayed away 
from the theatres during Lent more 
or less, and it will hurt again. But 
several of the film houses are offer- 
ing strong bills this week and 
g£rosses ought to forecast what Lent 
will do to the boxoffices this year. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met. (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)— 
‘Union Depot’ (FN) and stage show. 
Should be around good $35,000. Last 
week ‘No One Man’ (Par) a medi- 
ocre $27,000. 
Keith’s (4,000; 35-50-65)—Rue 
Morgue’ (U). Thriller ought to be 
all right at $20,000, but no smash. 
Last week ‘Prestige’ (Pathe) fair 
at $15,800. : 

Keith- Boston (4,000; 35-50)— 
‘Final Edition’ and vaude. Horace 
Heidt band and about $18,000, all 
right. Last week ‘The Menace’ 
(Col) $16,000. 

Scollay (Publix)' 
‘Taxi’ (WB). Not much over $11,- 
000. Last week ‘High Pressure’ 
(WB) poor at $9,500. 

Uptown (2,200; 35-50-60)—‘Man I 
Killed’ (Par). Ought to have fine 
$9,000. Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) fair 
at $8,300. 

Olympia (2,200; 35-50-60)—‘Man 
I Killed’ (Par). Maybe a _ good 
i Last week ‘Taxi’ (WB) $9,- 

0. 

State (4,000; 25-35-60)—‘Beast of 
City’ (M-G) and vaude. About $14,- 
000, low. Last week ‘Lovers Cour- 
ageous’ (M-G) did $15,800. 


PHILLY IS GOOD, BUT 
MAST IS NEAR $40,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 
Everything points to pretty fair 


‘Neck and Neck’ 





(vaudfilm)— 





business in the downtown film 
houses this week. ‘Emma,’ first 
Metro picture to be shown in a 
Stanley-Warner house since the 


reconciliation, should put the Boyd, 
which has been having its troubles, 
back on its feet. 

‘Prestige,’ at the Mastbaum, took 
a panning from most of the critics 
and _ isn’t showing any great 
strength. ‘Arrowsmith,’ held for a 
third week at Keith’s, figures around 
$12,500. The Fox will be about $22,- 
000 with ‘The Silent Witness’ on the 
screen, and Reri, Hawaiian girl, as 
a special stage feature. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75), ‘Pres- 
tige’ (Pathe) and stage show. Ann 
Harding picture panned; Alice 
White and Joe Penner on stage; not 
more than $40,000, fair. Last week 
‘Tonight or Never’ (UA) about 
$41,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75), ‘Taxi’ 
(WB) (2d week). Maybe $14,000. 
First week was almost $20,000. 

Earle (2,000; 35-65), ‘Lovers 
Couragecus’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Hardly type of film for this house; 
around $19,000 indicated with usual 
eight acts. Last week ‘Husband's 
Holiday’ (Par) and vaude $20,500. 

Fox (3,000; 35-59-75), ‘Silent 
Witness’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Reri in person on stage, but doubt- 





ful of yeaching $15,000, very bad. 


— 


January Production Survey 





ber, 


Hollywood, Feb, §. 


January saw the same daily average of 30.4 working units as Deceme. 
the production depression month of 1931 in the Coast 
Average was 4.6 units under January, 1931. 

Last month had fewer feature units than December but made an exact 


studios, 











(in 18 Coast Studios) 
(United Artists and Darmour Dark) 
: 
-—January, 1932 Units Active— 7--Year Averages—~ 
Features Short Total 1931 1928-30 

Feature Studios 

Warner-Fn .. 5.8 . 5.8 4.2 § 3% 
Paramount .. 3.2 ° 3.2 4.5 ¢ 
Universal .... 2.9 2 3.1 | 4.6 
Pw asaveeut « 8.0 eles 3.0 4.3 6.2 
MIGtTO véctes — eae 2.4 4.5 5.3 

Radio-Pathe . 2.0 2 2.2 5.2° 4.3* 
Columbia .... 1.5 ae 1.5 2.3 2.0 
TEAS <ssice 1.4 ces 1.4 5 1.9 
Leasing Studios 

International ,. 1.1 @ 340 8 

Monogram oe. 8 8 a ( q 
TOC-AXE cecrve 5 2 PY 9 Le 
Standard .... 8 ‘ 8 a 

Educational . ... 6 6 6 9 
Hollywood ... 3 5 : 

Metropolitan.. ... J a 8 

Comedy Studios 

SOO Gisnaeee. ees 1.6 1.6 1.0 1.1 
Sennett .eceee 2 oO 1.1 5 9 
POY sscdes ° 5 A. eee 

Working daily 25.8 4.6 30.4 33.9 46.7 
*Combined studios. 








and the 
curve. 


turn out 20 features working 


balance through its comedy activity. 
indies there would have been a prize drop in 


If it hadn’t been for the comedies 
the production 


Indie boys, averaging 3.6 units daily all during the month, managed to 
from four 


to 12 days on each one. The 





Working 
Days 
Warner-FN 
The Crowd. Reere 60<i.csseve 45 
‘It’s Hell to Be Famous’....ccee 25 
ere Teer ecese 26 
‘Beauty and the Boss’ ..cccce o me 
“Ene Ferguson Cage’ .cccceocese 2 
Tove on @ Budset’ ... civics eae 20 
Columbia 
eS aan ee re ee ° o an 
TINO. a.s4 6 cats ieaonncuees « we 
‘Man in Her Life’ (Sp.).....e- 16 
‘South of Rio Grande’ ....... oo. e 
aa gg coo 
Paramount 
‘One Hour With You’ ...... cue 
"SRA 6.050.0844s 800008 Tore | 
‘The Miracle Man’ ..... soseoce O4 
‘Dancers in the Dark’ ..... eee @ 
Fox 
‘Disorderly Conduct’ ...... soow O86 
Gay Bandi’ ..csccrccses covcce 28 
‘Wanted—A Millionaire’ ...... 25 
"“Atter TemorvaeW «.... sees sas -am 
Tiffany 
"Texas Gun Disntee oécccescce 17 
‘Whistling Dan’ ...... cocesesoe AG 
Ttetel Continental ...26ie<ss06 38 





44 FEATURES COMPLETED ON THE COAST 
IN JANUARY, 1932 


(Including One Spanish Version) 


Monogram 
‘Single-Handed Saunders’ 


(Carr) 12 

‘Police Court’ (Chadwick) ..... 10 

‘Texas Pioneers’ (Carr) ....cec6 3 
Radio 

“EA0GR . BAUOGCON rise kc cs cc eees 4) 

Ween. GEM 2 ce eteus esse eb08s 08 23 
Metro 

Perey Gf the CHOU icscccccs « 82 

‘Are You Listening?’ ........ oe 

Like-Weeks 
“TS BEOTNSL WEIR 2c soc ccsee 6 
5. | ere ee Ve 


Untitled fight film (Buzzell)... 16 


‘Vanity Fair’ (Allied) «.......- 11 
‘Shop Angel’ (Premier) ....... 10 
Untitled Hoxie (Goldstone) 10 
‘The Texan’ (Principal) ...... « 3 
‘Love Bound’ (New World) .... 7 
‘Crooked Streets’ (Olympic) .. 7 
‘Brass Buttons’ (Royer-Weeks) 6 
‘Cross Examination’ (Supreme) 6 
‘Kid Cowboy’ (Burton King)... 6 
‘Stroke of 12’ (Hutchison) 6 
‘Thirteen Steps’ (Congress) 6 
‘Trail’s End’ (Meteor) ........ 4 








majors with their 22.2 


going all the time. 


features working daily got only 24 into the cans, 
although 25 started during the month and carry over the line to February. 

Warners was the one consistently busy lot with just under six pictures 
Most activity at this plant since last July. 





Last week ‘Chan's 
$15,600, 

Keith’s (1,800; 35-50-75), ‘Arrow- 
smith’ (UA). Held for third week 
on last-minute decision; should get 


Chance’ (Fox) 


$12,000. Last week same film $18,000. 
Stanton (1,700; 25-65), ‘Safe in 


Hell’ (FN). Starts second week to- 
morrow at $9,500 pace. First week 
strong, $14,500. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75), ‘Emma’ 
(M-G). Looks big on $21,000 and 
may better. Startec Wednesday (3). 


JACKSON AT METRO 


Michael Jackson, formerly 





with 
the Warner studio on the Coast, has 
joined Metro on fan 
exploitation. 
Milt Beecher. 

Jackson is a brother of Joe Jack- 
son, Warner contract writer. 


magazine and 


He will work under 





Steve Roberts Comedy Aid 
Feb. 8. 
Steve Roberts, director, will be on 
the 
(Par) for comedy work. 
Norman McCleod will handle di- 
rection. 


Hollywood, 


Marx Bros. ‘Horsefeathers’ 








iialiticlieccactimaitiecaninitimaiilin 
U’s 5 Serials 
Hollywood, Feb. &. 
Universal announces five serials 
as part of its program for 1932-33, 
all under the supervision of Henry 


McRae. 


First in production, to start about 
March, is ‘Heroes of the West,’ with 
‘Jungle Mystery,’ ‘Lost Express,’ 
‘Men of the Mounted’ and ‘Red Spy’ 
probably in that order. 

Studio is also set on making a 
serial from the French detective 
stories in the ‘American Weekly.’ 

Radio also plans to make an epi- 
sode film in 24 reels and is prose 
pecting for a suitable object. 














. . . 
Reorganizing Audio 

Audio-Cinema, producer of indus- 
trial subjects and closely related to 
Western Electric in this work, is 
being reorganized. 

Westernites deny they will be at 
the helm when the new company is 
announced in another week. Cone 
intere 


solidated Laboratories is an 
ested party. 
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MARLENE 


~ SHANGHAI 


Directed by 
BOSEF von STERNBERG 


with 


CLIVE BROOK 


ANNA May Wone. WARNER 
OLAND. EUGENE PALLETTE 
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DIETRICH! The most popular star 
on the screen, bar none! In one of 
the biggest money-makers you’ve 
had in a long time. Love! Thrills! 
Excitement! Dietrich as the fans 
want her...in a new love-warm 
mood! Plus a timely story—leaping 
from the front pages every day! 
Plus superb direction of von STERN. 
BERG. Get ready for big dough 
with Dietrich! 


Here IS Box Office? 


PARAMOUNT .consek, 
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FOREIGN FILMA NEW 








Canadian Trust Hearings Continue, 
With Indie Exhibitors Testifying 








Toronto, Feb. 8. 

Reputed stench bomb raids, al- 
leged intimidation of indie operators 
and charges of ‘malicious and 
fraudulent competition’ continue to 
pepper the indictments against the 
picture companies most of the 
major distribs now standing trial 
here on two charges of restraint of 


trade under the criminal code and 
a third charge under the combines 
investigation act. 


An outcome of a royal commis- 


sion investigation, the indictments 
are leveled against N. L. Nathan- 
son, former managing director of 


Famous Players-Canadian Corp.; 
Samuel Bloom and I. S. Fine, own- 
ers of a comprehensive nabe-chain, 
and 13 other film organizations, ex- 
ehanges and booking concerns, 


Supplementing the imposing ar- 
ray of 15 defense counsel are S. P. 
Friedman for Vitagraph, Warner 
Brothers and First National; Aus- 
tin Kehoe, general counsel for “am- 
ous Players. and Edward Rafferty 
for United Artists. 


The crown has subpoenaed nearly 
40 witnesses and the defense an 
equal number. Presiding is Justice 
Garrow and defendants have elected 
to be tried without jury. All books 
and records of defendants were 
seized in surprise raids recently. 


Only defense witness yet called 
was Arthur Cohen, managing di- 


rector of Famous Players Canadian, 
who outlined first-run and zone 
protection. 

Alleged threats to stop his supply 
of Columbia pictures when he re- 
fused Bloom’s offer of partnership 
were related by Benny Freedman 
who testified that, after he leased 
the Crystal, Bloom had said to him: 
‘Of all people taking over the 
Crystal, it had to be you.’ 

Witness told of difficulty in ob- 
faining films, because of the B. & 
IF’, theatres in that zone and said 
that Bloom & Fine later proposed 
& partnership with Freedman to re- 


main as manager, He _ refused. 
sloom had said, claimed Freed- 
man: ‘You were able to get Co- 
lumbia pictures this year, I am 


quite sure I can stop them next 

year, 3efore I leave you, I want 

you to remember I have warned 
(Continued on page 37) 





AFTER SPANISH FILM 


But U. A. First Wants Foreign Ex- 
changes’ Opinion 








United Artists is angling for the 
distribution rights to ‘Sonadores de 
la Gloria,’ a Spanish talker made 
in Morocco, Africa, by Guan De 
La Torres, UA is said to be of- 
fering $75,000 for the picture. 

Previous to executing a buy, UA 
is sonding synopses of the story to 
all its exchanges in foreign coun- 
tries where Spanish is spoken 
Company wants the Spanish terri- 
torial distrib reaction to the story. 


Weather 





Paris, Feb. 8. 
Springish weather is current 
here, 
Show biz adversely affected, with 


the sidewalk cafes 
ting a heavy play. 


and parks get- 





‘ 
3Zuenos Aires, Feb. 8. 
Terrific heat wave here. 
Customers too much occupied 
with fans and cooling procedures to 
buy theatre tickets. 


Warner-FN Foreign Plans 


Varied; Includes Lyrics 

Feb. 8. 
French 

with 


Hollywood, 
with its two 
dialog versions made here 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Bros.-First National is now con- 
templating two more French talkers. 

Ruth Chatterton and Fairbanks, 
Jr., would each appear in one. Miss 
Chatterton is said to speak French 
well enough for a version. The-e 
has also been timorous talk of send- 
ing Fairbanks to France to make a 
picture there 

Warners is also hinting of mak- 
ing a Synchronization in its Bur- 
bank studios as a possible starter 
for a syne program, ‘High Pres- 
sure’ or ‘Union Depot’ will likely 
be the test. 


Satisfied 


+ 
- 


Warner 





Superimposed Titles 


RKO OUT, GAUMONT IN 


Americans Quit Leicester 
Rent Dispute 





Sq. on 





London, Feb. 8. 
RKO is vacating the Leicester 
Square Theatre March 6. Company 
was unable to get together with the 
owners on rental, 
Understood Gaumont British is 





Only Hope for Spanish | 
Profit, Says M-G Exec 


Hollywood, 
abandoned ar 


Feb 
Metro has thought | 
of going back to direct shot versions | 
or dubbed editions of pictures for 
its Spanish market. Any to be made 
for this language in future will be 


of the superimposed title variety. 


Arthur Loew, now touring South 
and Central America, wired this 
week to the studio that it would 


be a waste of time and money to 
figure on anything but superim- 
posed title versions for a long time 
to come. 


GERMAN WORK 
CONDITION BAD 


Berlin, Feb. 8. 
Present situation of the German 
film production industry is perhaps 
still worse than that of any other 
trade. There are 2,638 extras reg- 
istered. An average of 50 to 60 
have work daily, paid for with 8 to 





12 marks. About 1,500 extras are 
needed a month, with each work- 


ing about one day, so that the total 
income is $1 a month. 

At the employment agency 600 
soloist artists; at other agencies 
189 applying for work are regis- 
tered of which 5% are employed. 

For technicians, there is even less 
work. 


DENT HEADED FOR U. S. 
TO BUY, SELL PRODUCT 


London, Feb. g, 
Arthur Dent sails for New York 
Saturday (13) for his annual peek at 
Americana. Dent is head of War- 
dour Films, a director in Pathe Pic- 





tures, Ltd., managing director of 
BIP’s export company, and a di- 
rector in BIP. 

Dent in America will purchase 


some indie product for British dis- 
tribution and at the same time at- 
tempt to dispose of some British 
product for the American market. 


More Tariff J = 


Feb. 8. 

Increased import duties passed 
last week by Sweden are hurting 
French laboratory consider- 
ably. 

Nearly all film for Sweden is now 
being printed in that country to 
save money. 





Paris, 


work 


Holland Bans Secret 6’ 


The Hague, Jan. 28. 

The Dutch Board of Filmsensors 
banned the Metro gangster film, 
“The Secret Six.” 

After a preliminary ban it recon- 
sidered the German film “Berlin 
Alexanderplatz” (made by Allianz), 
passing it with two long cuts, but 
only for adults over 18. 











Loew Hops for Home 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 8. 
Arthur Loew is off by plane from 
Rio de Janeiro to New Yor! k on his 
home trip. 
Hal Roach who flew down here 
with Loew isn’t going back with 
him, but coming back here on busi- 


ness. 


P. D. .C. to Make 16 


L ondon P in. 29. } 

P. D. C. now a British film com- 
pany, having once been Producers 
Distributing Co., Pathe outlet this| 


month in British 
rental on 


this 
With a 


side, starts 
production. 


lone 
sUllp 


the Stoll Studios, Cricklewood 
North London, unit plans to make 
16 features in the next year. | 


negotiating for the house. 


Bn tish Units 
Pool Colonial 


Sales Machine’ 





Jan. 29. 

Film Pro- 
details of which 
announced early in th 
now issued its 


London, 

The British United 
ducers Company, 
were first 
fall, has 
plan. 

It is inspired mainly by the Films 
Group of the Federation of British 
Industries, which consequentl)s 
gives it a semi-official status. 

Simon Rowson, of Ideal Films, 
Gaumont subsidiary, is chairman of 
the directors, which include John 
Maxwell, C. M. Woolf, S. W. Smith, 
and H. Bruce Woolfe, the last 
named having been head of British 
Instructional before it was 
in Maxwell's company. 

An advisory committee is being 
appointed by the Colonial Office to 
assist the company in the practical 
distribution of films through the 
smaller parts of the Empire. 

The major idea of the concern is 
to market British films in the small- 
er colonies and protectorates where 
the English pictures had not pre- 
viously penetrated owing to the high 
distribution cost. 

With all British 


ra oo 1 
generai 


merged 


companies com- 


bining in this single distribution 
channel, the expenses would be re- 


7 


id profits on these smaller 
would be proportionately s 


duced, ar 
markets 
increased. 

The Colonial Office is very 
friendly to the move, doubtless re- 
garding the marketing of pictures 
in such places from the angle of 
Imperial propaganda. 

Development of distribution in 
foreign parts is also planned by the 
company. 
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Dubbing of U. S. Films Suspended 








English-Made Spanish 
| Film Gets Bird, Jerked 


At So. America’s Start xf 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 8 

Iintre Noche Dia irst Britis! 

de Spanish talker to be show 
‘re, opened Friday (5) and was 
erked the next day when the cus- 
itomers rioted demanding a return | 


pic- 
cus- 


oi their money. Pretty poor 
ture is the answer, with the 
tomers not so far off in objecting. 

Film was released here by United | 
Artists, 


LEE WINS OUT 
IN RADIO ROW 


Feb. 8. 


a climax of an inside fracas 
Basil Dean’s unit 


| 








London, 


As 
in Radio Pictures’ 
making talkers for RKO, Rowland 
Lee emerges as commanding pro- 
duction supervisor. 

It is understood the current pro- 
duction ‘The Sign of the Fou.’ 
adaptation of the Conan Doyle de- 
tective story of the same name, 
will be re-made by Graham Cutts 
under Lee’s supervision, 

In the realignment it is expected 
that Dean will hereafter handle the 
financial end exclusively for the 
company, leaving production details 
in other hands, 

Rowland Lee, former Paramount 
director, is here to supervise pro- 
ductions at the As Radio 
studios in EF: 
watching the 
pon this side qenereye, 


sociated 
iling. 


RKO 


Pictures 
angle 


Lee is 


i _—— 


GERMAN GIRL’S FIRST 


Nora Gregor, German girl im- 
ported by Metro for foreign ver- 
sions,,and kept for domestics, will 


Game”, her first, 
Montgomery, 
will direct. 


be in “Truth 
opposite Robert 
Jack Conway 











New Opposition Talked on Heels 
Of Schlesinger So. Africa Merger 


By H. HANSON 


Capetown, Jan. 4. 


African Consolidated Theatres 


Ltd., and African Consolidated 
Films, Ltd., arises, absorbing Kine- 
mas, Ltd. 

Kinemas, Ltd., shareholders 
agreed by 132,636 votes against 


8,030 to the amalgamation, with Col. 
James Donaldson in the chair, ex- 
plaining that the world’s financial 
depression, heavy duty on imported 
films, with a recent addition of a 
primage duty was responsible for 
the merger. 

I. W. Schlesinger, as permanent 
chairman and managing director of 
the new company is given wide 
powers under the articles of asso- 
ciation. He has power to appoint 
his and this right is 
vested in his successor and all suc- 


cessors, 


successor, 


ED 


Rumors of another opposition 
concern to start operations witii 
promises of strong American sup- 
port. 

Advertisement in local papers 


¢ 
{- 


‘Independent bi 
fected by the merger 


oscope owners a 


(African The- 


atres and NWKinemas). Cooperatis 
film exchange now being organ- 
ized, Full support from strong 
overseas film corporation already 
issured.’ 

Rumored that several cinemas 
throughout the country, in princi 


pal towns, will be closed down du 
to the merger. 

However, it is conclusive that the 
:malgamati m will bring the hith- 
affairs to a level, and 
sepculation, 
(Pty), Ltd., and 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer (Soutl 
Africa) are now in the publi e 
is to future developments. 


erto state of 
put a stop to wild 
Union Theatres 


Some people have a wrong im- 
pression of South Africa, consider 
ing it an El,.Dorado for the sho 

(Continued on page $7) 








|-PRIVATE LIVES’ BIG, 
‘LADIES SHORT LIVED 


London, Feb. 8. 

Business was excellent in London 
over the week-end in spite of the 
usual exodus to the country that 
comes with fine weather, 

‘Private Lives’ with a strong title 
draw here, owing to the great suc- 
cess of the stage original, opened to 
standee attendance at the Empire 








and will hold over for a second 
week, unusual at this house, 

‘Ladies of the Big House’ is a 
disappointment at the Plaza, de- 
| parting after a fortnight, 

. . . 

British Tariff Stands 
| London, Feb. 8. 

No increase on imported film tax- 


the general 
passed by British 


ation is suggested in 


| tariff now being 
lr Pastinment, 
already being taxed 


Films are 





here on footage and not on book- 
| able values, with that seemingly to 
| stand, 

| 

i 

Radio’s British Trailer 

| ’ . 

| Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Special trailer is being prepared 
at Radio studio here to be used at 


the official opening of Ealing studio, 
new lot of Associated Radio Pic- 


‘tures’ in London. 
| Mel Brown is doing the footage 
' 
;}which will have all Radio person- 
‘alities and possibly some Radio ex- 
le 
Basil Dean will head the Ealing 
dio. 


o 


| 


As France Talks of New Embargo 


Paris, eb. 8 
Dubbing activit on the part oil 
\r ricar ind ( in firms 
) i “ i t i il t 
co ibl distu j 
ilk he do S 
with moOsSt &¢ 
lox seeming » be ) fo 
l ed prod 
( Ss ) } ade ¢ 
< f 4 
he question will be brought p and 
iput to a definite test. Whether the 
|new quota would be enforced on top 
lof regular film quotas, or as a sep- 
arate branch of import limitations, 
with straight shot films falling into 
different class unknown, with 


i 
lw 





aoe details to be discussed at the 


meeting. 


Dubbed Product Needed 


selief in most circles i it 
is not as serious a co! 
would seem, in that most me! I 
of the commission and the French 
film trade are willing to admit the 
necessity of dubbed product, Feel- 


ing, however, among almost all is 
said to be that if dubbing is 
be done it ought to be done on this 
side, rather than outside of the 
country and imported. 


any 


Hays office in New York last 


W eek 


sent a memo to foreign heads of all 
(Continued on page 55) 


ECTRICS FOR 
LICENSE CUTS 


Paris, Feb. 8 
onfab here of the Paris 
and German electric companies and 
sentatives is finished with 
everyone seemingly satisfied. 

European price cutting on license 
rates was decided on by all hi: 
with American reps agreeing sub- 
to a New York okay, 


Secret ¢ 


repre 


inds 


ject 


Famine of French Film 
Puts Foreigns in Right 


Paris, Jan. 30. 
Scarcity of worth while French 
screen product is causing an un- 


usual amount of foreign stuff, either 
original or adapted, to be shown on 
the French screens. This includes 
everything from TITrench vensions 
made abroad to French adaptations 
of foreign stuff locally made and 
retaining part of the foreign cast, 
as well as dubbing, and every other 
arrangement. 

This is instanced by the Marivaux 
playing ‘The Prothers Karamazoff,’ 
remade in French at Joinville, with 
the original German cast. 

The Palace is playing RKO’'s ‘Her 
Man’ in the original version with 
overprinted titles, and the Studio de 
Etoile is showing ‘Das Lied ist 
Aus’ in German with French over- 
printed titles, and retitled ‘Reve de 
Vienne.’ 

The Madeleine is playing ‘Parlor, 
Bedroom and Bath,’ and the Ursu- 
lines ‘The Beggar’s Opera.” The 
Pantheon, Washington, Palace and 
the Edward VII are specializing in 
American versions. 


Mexican Film Finis 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
picture, which has 
making in Mexico for 
months, will be finished by the end 
of this month. Director may re- 
turn to Russia without coming here, 

Film title at present is ‘Que Vivia 
Mexico.’ 


Kisenstein 
been in the 


MORRIS HEADS HOME 
London, Feb. 8. 


Sam Morris of Warner's, due to 
saii for New York on the Europa 
last Tuesday (2) will sail on the 
gremen this Saturday (13) instead. 

On the same boat will be Max 
Milder’s wife. Mrs, Milder is re- 
turning to New York to be home 


when her expected baby is born. 
Writer-Hermit 
Compton Mackenzie, the author 
and playwright, Fay Comptor s 
brother, i selling his 1 ise of the 


sle of Jethou, one of the Channel 
Islands 

Th vrite i been doing the 
hermit act alone o the rock pile 


fw teare 





i 
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BEHIND /. MASK 


\ 


ORIS .......:. KARLOFF 


CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 


Stery, adaptation and dialogue 
by Jo Swerling 
Continuity by Dorothy Howell 
Directed by JOHN FRANCIS DILLON 





From the story 
“in The Secret Service” 






with 





Jack Holt, same dependable star as ever. 


In a role that fits him like the proverbial 
glove. 








Boris Karloff, the man who made America 
““monster-minded.”’ 


Constance Cummings, lovely pawn, er- 
meshed in a sinister plot of stark horror 
by a madman’s diabolical cunning. 


The last word in “‘shockers.’’ 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 





—— | 
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‘ . — " wife. But an oath to the girl's dead} much, but flap and matron will 
é Miniature Reviews father is behind it all. ! adore its flashy sophistication, cer- 
Robinson's facial simulation is} tainly in the key towns, even if the 
OF S expert and noteworthy for not hav- | whole thing may prove a bit high 

ing bee -erdone ‘j rise Bey > ighborho 3 “Uri 
‘Emma’ (M-G). Good on — os Ag tek gpm, ——o I = for the neighborhoods and rural 

° cs e eavy >ase. Ss | spots. 

‘ the strength of Marie Dres- esne ontiaie® aiee le ee | Eiiviie t6-atvanen annie uae 
: sler A teks story ade by if chielly gains her points } Contrary o advance trade opin- 
‘SCREEN SNAPSHOTS UFA-KABARETT t} re Story saved by through this means, otherwise play- | ion, the picture is an example of 
Hollywood Newsreel Vaudeville 7 star. ing normally and not being called |inspired casting, from Miss Claire 
10 Mins. 15 Mins. Hatchet Man’ (FN). Novel upon to contribute importantly.|as the predatory and _  vixenish 
Translux, 7 Ve Cosmopolitan, N. Y. } of mild gang theme dealing Dudley Digges will convince as an/|Jean; Joan Blondell, the belligerent 
Columbia Ufa-5 |} with Chinese tongs ; orthodox e of the old order; but loyal Schatze, and Madge 

a-5, l In Ts ong and ven- An] c n Ol oracr | ya . hé & at 4 i 

This shapes up as a grandchild of Management of this house cut this|]| Seance. Made interesting by sor most audiences, but J. Carroll| Evans as the sympathetic Polaire, 
the ‘Voice of Hollywood,’ only on a short down about half of its original its star, E. G. Robinson. and Naish does the girl's father as a | not forge tin especially happy 
scale that permit 5 fan mealies latitude length because of an overlong fea- Oriental makeup of “yer ? er Be yl Me re r it Ll mand ol e- of l vid Vi ners for t > 

‘Screen Snapshots’ blends well| ture. Maybe okay, but if the cut Young Fair f as. Seaiaibaas - Se ae ee ee g \ DI 

++] »  eanaurnn Tene salen mth out portions were anywhere near as Se ee ee ssOOINSON and His tomahawk uitogethel I ixeabdle |] : 
with the regular newsreel release “ rte Sp = ows EC NORE & ‘Greeks Had A Word for Telly ak as . | be The screen hasn't seena neater 
in the average theatre program good as that left it would have been Th P UA) . } 7 Wellman, who directed, has blow1 “try Ns ; tis my 

In this issue a clip showing how | 28 Well to leave it alone. — (UWA). Grand rowey hot and cold on this one. Taking |?! ©f ‘ ee " predardoe o gro sas . 

> ‘OMmedyv th: ~etaine “Alf for come ina + TT —— m itn ss iaire, tne vindice- 
Bu k Jones was injure dis of inter- Only three of the usual four acts ps ne vy that sustains Its if for m pains to build to thr itened | “ oo pb Fema ‘s ' 4 . ms. me 
est. Evidently the initial action | are left and the m. ec., too, is (a9 minutes. A revel in femme warfare between two tones, tO | the es t] Se ee snae te 
. : ee : poe - , ‘ or . ic} y; Porancs. > wn Be ¢ ne mattier with the baby stare, 
was lifted out of Jones’ original and | dropped. Opens a little sharply on clothes and a picture calcu- she ad Comterence bit son iS am- | ree the rowdy comed\ ind 
then dissolved into the reel’s own| & comedy skit played by Rosa Va- lated to fascinate women, es- ore + —" yal or sry | Manners and Miss E\ ins to con 
- : - < , , sor é Teil F ru ory |: ‘ a 25S wideramer —— 
job, which shows Buck at bedside letti and Carl Soba, who are ac- pecially in the big towns. mag nr Dp “ = ae or sunnery ltribute the curiouslv twisted but 
depiesen Ble hes eer ges . fata " ae bee ‘ : : L eters Out in a newspaper; “*’ as re plen — 
conferring with his white pony. complished comedians and _ very Backwater clienteles question- headline telling : f tl > shat ati engaging romantic interest. 

The Gleasons celebrating their funny. Siegfred Arno and Trude able killing of the ae n ype eer tego: Film stands upon its laughs pri- 
“i . : P Bib Pear safe ‘line . Sens co ” ~ AIUINS 1€@ American ringleader . << “9 - 
25th wedding anniversary a good| Bet iner, both rec ognizable names, ‘The Silent Witness’ (Fox) of the opposition. Director h: Iso | Marily, but it has many other an- 
clip. Every person with a name| follow in a couple nice songs and 7 arr mness (rox). spent Gm abunde a. or has also} jes. For one thing, it is-a direct 

. - om ped : 4ione y eZ > y ‘ é ‘ ance o » id. ae ag ay lie . > 
who attended the affair takes a bow. | @ances. A Hungarian jazz band to — a See ting Robinson to Cl tage io &¢\~ {reversal from the feminine side of 

Return of Chevalier and Margaret close. cast strength in box office fen Po -e c : lina following the Mclaglen-Lowe love-’em and 
Livingstone to Hollywood are re- Losing the m. ec. in this one per- way, but interesting mystery R bi Pn =e leave-’em technique, and from the 
corded, haps doesn’t matter because the yarn that’s well acted, should aad a performance is em-|first to the last an opulent spoof at 

Stars entertaining youngsters in| people taking part are all recogniz- compile a fairly good average Orage and as sinister as usual in|/the male gender on the make. 
the Hollywood Bowl have a chance | able to German customers. on its value as entertainment biped A An pp though the mar-|That’s an added attraction for the 

. eae ore snace 7m ies r ‘ t ‘ _ = si riage omers the opportunity to soften | eirile p if ha ensors ve 11 
to get far more spac for thei per- Kauf. Prestige’ (RKO-Pathe). Ann him up a little ae * male th vod | “he Ana it i oan vn get a9 . 
formances and they would in the - Harcing sire ; pear igi : Ret ‘ 11Tie, I Col ay ther€|of hand around the country, the 
regular newsreels. ie esenee. SAann ae eens Star and is little or none, with the dialog|Golawyn could pull some_ such 

Reel is silent with a talking re- ‘STRANGE AS IT SEEMS’ technical production excellence only occ isionally gripping and de- | qeadly parallel on them. This trio 
porter providing the sound touch. Oddities don’t succeed in overcoming | pending upon Situation for its effect.| of cheerful wenches are just as 

Waly 10 Mins. story inferiority. | Star figures to attract the men on| socially and morally right as the 
4 Translux, N. ¥ ‘Th i irl? past efforts It should spell nigt “ine allv as sine 
a ’ ‘ e ree Wise Girls (Col). | ' snouiad spc night] Marines and equally as amusing. 
Universal J |} rather than matinee business out- ah injoge crackles itl swift 
Jean Harlow and Mae Clarke y ie : eve _ The dialog crackles with swil 
‘ ’ Miscroscopie views of bloo ir- | : ™ | side New York, where Robinson has | ¢ “dv i ‘ igh spot i he 
iS lati wre f blood cir-|| in a story of three country t le fallow! comedy, with a high spot in ¢t 
JACK HALEY | culating through the veins of a frog re th ay medals a strong male toliowing at any hour. | scene where Jean, newly raised to 
Comedy |afford an interesting contribution girls who come to the city Sid. wealth and grandeur, addresses her 
22 Mins. to this episode. with varying degrees of suc- > Ao teens French maid in atrocious French, 
Winter Garden, N. Y. A Japanese who took five years to cess. Should interest the ay- while the other two girls comment 
Vitaphone Nos. 1,324-25 carve his own statute is shown pos- erage fan and anyway from 'Greeks Had a Word for | sarcastically, half in real scorn and 

Mild comedy try padded into two|ing with the finished work. Statue the gold digger type. half in uncontrolled envy, the while 
reels of the anemic lad who becomes|is most unusual, containing such | ‘Meine Frau, die’ MWHoch- | Them Jean preens in triumph. 

a champ sacha I ag oh s Jac ote pe details as real hair moustache. |} staplerin’ (Ufa). Very good Samuel Goldwyn production and|. Phe re: Bi ro gg Re ae 
chit ake’ at oA “o etter materia Abalone industry in California German comedy, but with too United Artists release. Directed by eS = hae y lady type to her 
ee See oe starts with divers and ends with involved a story for non-Ger- Rowe Shermans, ina Cisite featuced (AN Oia Diewer cave. carries tt 

Assisted by a small cast action | factory workers pounding the fis) : : oe : over Joan Blondell and Madge Evans.|stage ‘Gold Digger’ days, carries 
has the comic as a would-be inven- | into steaks Ss I ing th isn man. Good b.o. is indicated in 4 pee meee Stee of same name by Zoe] off with high spirits and a certain 
a ey ee a 5 es, ne Oo i S. ; strictly German houses. Akins, Adaptation, Sidney Howard; ¢ ¢ e : Te ost effective. 
tor, for gags, with n = ft attempts Old Mexican way of making can- ‘Cc ij f th ’ photography, George Barnes. Gowns by | famboyanc that gy: foiling role 
to smooth out the hoke later in- | gles is demonstrated. Waly. avalier of the West’ (Art- Chanel and so advertised. At Rialto, Miss Blondell makes a rm a Seo 
volved. Situation eventually drags . class). Excellent grind pic- N. ¥., in grind run, Feb. 3. Running | stand up on its own, getting exact- 
him to a femme medico's office for i ; ture with a maximum of oe 4 Hy oe fad E ly the right tone of resivaint End 
Se cs : : aie ee ; : é : OLBITOscccececescececesses e Mmadcge ~Vvans ~~ . ‘ } iss > ra . 
the rough house examination, cte.. |V EF RW ANDLUNGSKUENSTLER everything and some things TES ae ERS: pee tay Toan. Blondel! | Vi80r into the part, and Miss Ev — 
after which he returns to claim and DER NATUR that haven’t been tried before i ee eee Ina Claire | handles her assignment with a nice 
demonstrate to his in doubt fiancee. | (Magicians of Nat ‘Di — : Dey Emery ....... .+s+..David Manners | degree of underplaying. An oddity 

No special reason for the two| Eq ati _— _ viscarded Lovers’ (Tower, Boris Feldman ........Lowell Sherman | will likely be Miss Blondell’s name 

— Tis op gy ong AR ucational indie). A familiar murder Justin Emery ......... Phillips Smalley ing mor 1e film fans than 

re to 
reels and it might have been fun- aite $i > Bri meaning m 
5B 9 Mins. stery ad é : SEO WENGE ccccrscsscavse Sidney Bracy : > al Rus 
nier, and certainly faster, if held to | Cosmopolitan, N. Y mystery, well staged and with iinsisiaka Miss Claire. vusn. 
a ys a . . ‘ 1 Pract .  —n - . ai tiiateaciiiate mn 
a single spool. Sid. " “Ufa an inte ve sting cast, but offer- Stage production of ‘The Greeks 
sscanbapanniensint aie ; ing nothing f ie sea- ‘ Tord for It’ star j , 
Creatures of nature again, ana|| in& nothing new to the sea Had A Word tor It’ started mildly,]| THE SILENT WITNESS 
; : . sone rieg ‘ 5 » pa pi 4 > 
their secrets as shown by micro- d moviegoer, landicapped by a panning from the thine, Seu ald 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Zanzibar’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Arabian Nights’ opening—an an- 
cient sailing vessel against a sun- 
set on the Indian ocean—makes this 
short, in itself, worthwhile. 

It seems that with such a roman- 
tic locale more could have been 
made of ‘Zanzibar.’ Yet the views 
of the narrow market streets, co- 
coanut groves and a glimpse of the 
exterior of the Sultan’s palace are 
all engrossing. Waly. 


| scope and explained 
| Nice photography and okay. 


by professors. 


As usual in German shots of this 


nature, a trick way of selling the 
subject is used. Classroom. of 
school children is taken to the 


country by man and women teach- 
ers. Kids rake up the insects and 
agk questions about them for the 
scientific answers which follow. 
There'll be those who doubt that 
any bunch of kids would either ask 
the questions or listen to the an- 
swers, but maybe that doesn’t mat- 
ter. Kauf. 





EMMA 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


lease stars Marie Dressler. Directed by 
Clarence Brown; story, Frances Marion; 
adaptation and dialog, Leonard Praskins; 
additional dialog, Zelda Sears; photog- 
raphy, Oliver Marsh; film editor, William 


Levanway. At Capitol, N. Y., week Feb. 


5. Running time, 70 mins. 
rrr e6ecacceaee Marie Dressler 
Ronnie ...... ecccccceee- ReIChard Cromwell 
Neer .»-Jean Hersholt 
ae eeseee%e .»».Myrna Loy 
SMMrICl ALCOENOTs oococccccccess John Miljan 
eer e-s--Furnell B. Pratt 
ME cscs sdeees bee eeetec Leila Sennett 
OOO 0:00:5666 666600 s000see ess Barbara Kent 
DOG vescce asteegesesesosmeneye Crawiotd 
| re cvcccesccscococcsse GeOrge Meeker 
eee Sesesesseenseces Dale Fuller 
ae o Occeecccceseees Wilfred Noy 
Count Pierre.. Seccceseoes Andre Cheron 
No question about this subject 


being a good grosser. That much 
is insured by the Dressler name on 
the marquee, but the picture itself 


Will disappoint the veteran come- 
dienne’s friends and well wishers. 
To put her into an overly senti- 
mental story like this is something 
of a misdemeanor. 

There are probably 20 picture ac- 
tresses who would have fitted the 
role of the old servant who spent a 
lifetime with the Smith family, 
Watching the children grow up and 
then who turn against. her in her 
old age, But there is only one 
Marie Dressler, a character woman 
of unique distinction, a trouper 
with a genius for characters of 
comic surface but profound pathos. 
The hoke sympathy here is the jolt 
and it has been laid on very thick. 

The whole ‘Emma’ affair is syn- 
thetic, in its comedy as well as in 
its sentiment, the purest of hoke, 
Sometimes skillfully wrought, but 
often far from clever in its manipu- 
lation. “Miss Dressler’s acting alone 
Sives it vitality. There are bits 
that drag sadly. Such a sequence 
is the old servant’s departure for 
Niagara Falls on a long deferred 
Vacation. Its comedy is false and 
“rtificial and it is stretched beyond 
all reason, for the sake of a few 
hardly bought laughs. 

_ There is a courtroom scene that 
is the height of strong arm bathos 
4nd some of the passages toward 
the end are absurd in their deter- 
mination to pull tears by claptrap 
device. Nothing but Miss Dressler's 





astonishing ability to command 
conviction saves some of these se- 
quences from going flat. 

Opening is neat preparation, 
terestingly done. It shows 
great vividness and economy the 
situation of Emma as maid of all 
work in the humble Smith family, 
helping the doctor at the arrival 
of the fourth baby, which costs the 
mother’s life. 

The years pass 
title and Emma is 
visor of the same brood, by now 
grown wealthy and ritzy, but still 
looking to Emma for aid and com- 
fort in times of sorrow or stress. 
Emma’s vacation ends in her mar- 
riage to the inventor-father of the 
family in Niagara, and when he 
suddenly dies, leaving all his for- 
tune to Emma, the children turn 
against her. That is, all except the 
baby of the household, the harum- 
scarum Ronny. 

The kids can’t break the will, but 
instead—and this is neatly man- 
aged—try to prove she murdered 
their father for his money, leading 
to the long and often maudlin trial 
scene, to her acquittal and finally 
to a sequence of the old girl's re- 
nunciation of the children who by 
now want her back. 

At this point the tearfulness is 
real, for acting of such a quality 
gets a touch of tenderness’. into 
even so theatrical a situation, but 
a sort of epilog gives the picture a 
saving touch of grace for the finale. 

Emma, having departed from the 
Smith household, seeks out a fam- 
ily with three youngsters and th: 
fourth expected, and is next dis- 
closed comfortably ensconced in the 
same situation with which her his- 
tory opened, cheerfully manipulat- 


in- 
with 


in an unwritten 
now the super- 


ing the rather damp infant new- 
comer with great expertness and 
perfect content, plotting to have 
the child named Ronny to make 
her happiness complete, probably 


the best piece of genuinely touch- 
ing humor in the whole picture. 

If this picture is a bit of a let- 
down for Miss Dressler, at least 
there is no actress on the American 
screen who can so richly afford to 
take one minor setback. Film is 
beautifully made to technical 


production and neatly enough ¢ 


although the 


as 


play ers a 





‘Ronde des Heures’ (Haik). 


Great ‘singer loses his voice 
again. Pretty poor, but will 
get fair receipts in strictly 


French nabes. 

‘In Line of Duty’ (Mono - 
gram). Better than the av- 
erage for second position in a 
double feature bill. 











star don’t matter much. Jean Her- 
sholt delivers a well paced and 
nicely restrained performance as 
the absent minded inventor; Myrna 
Loy and Barbara Kent help to dec- 
orate the picture with grace, and 
Richard Cromwell gives to the role 
of Ronnie just the right feeling of a 
loveable adolescent boy. Rush. 


THE HATCHET MAN 


First National production and release. 
Stars E. GG. Robinson. Features Loretta 
Young, Dudley Diggs, Tully Marshall. Di- 
rected by William Wellman. Adapted by 
J. G. Alexander from play, ‘Honorable Mr. 
Wong.’ Cameraman, Sid Hickox; film 
editor, Owen Marks. At the Winter Gar- 
den, N. Y., for grind run starting Feb. 4 
Running time, 74 mins 
Oe BA Gs cdcccesiéoss E. G. Robinson 
Toya § Loretta Young 
Nag Diggs 
Harry Fenton 
Long Sen Yat... -Tully Marshall 

eoccecee-d- Carroll Naish 


Sun Yet Sen..... 
Yo Chang. .-Edmund Ereese 








Mild gang stuff in Oriental trap- 
pings with a Chinese twist, resting 
solely with Robinson for its love in- 
terest does not intrigue and is often 
slow. Dynamic action or high volt- 
age drama now connected with the 
scowling Edward, and implied by 
this film’s title, is missing. sut 
Robinson should be able to pull it 
through for fair money. 

It’s as much a technical picture as 
anything else, the audience being 
apt to find itself more interested in 
the makeup of the characters, par- 
ticularly that of Loretta Young as a 
modernized and slant-eyed lass. On 
this phase the screen rendition of 
this former Belasco play is excellent 
and holds. Tong wars and ven- 
geance provide the background to 
the story, which has Robinson com- 
manded to kill his best friend who 
turns over not only his wealth but 
his daughter to him despite the 
visitor’s announced intentions. 

Eventual marriage of Robinson 
and his ward leads to the girl's in- 
fatuation for a Chinese gangster 
from the east, whom tobinson 
eventually traces to China, kills and 
thus regains his wife who has sent 
back the plea for help. Meanwhile 


Robinson has gone broke when hi 
associates turn from him when he 
permits the gangster (Leslie Fen 


ton) to depart with his young wife 
Film derives its title from Robin 





son’s post in the tong. It’s an hon- 
and being the executioner 
r , tert 3 . +, 7 


one ren m \ r I er = f 


| 
pot 


ored $s} 


condone his generosity 


towards hist‘ 


metropolitan critics. It then de- 
veloped into one of the hits of the 
season. It’s an interesting experi- 
ment on the screen in that it’s 
one of the first attempts to put 
over a smart bit of wit for feature 
length. Belief that the picture 
will register better than satisfac- 
tory on its shrewd play for femi- 
nine interest in its subject matter 
and exploitation. 

Likewise it’s one of those peculiar 
stories, nearly always by a woman, 
in which the not-too-good heroine 
eats her cake and has it too, and 
for the femme trade that formula 
is generally and almost fool proof. 


is 


Exploitation is emphasizing the 
Chanel clothes. 
Wit of the dialog may be a bit 


polished for the proletariat, but the 
basic human humor of the situa- 


Fox production and A 
will featured. Directed by Marcel Varnel 
and R. L. Hough. Adapted by Douglas 
Doty from play by Jack DeLeon and Ja k 


Celestin. * At the Roxy, New York, week 
of Feb. 5. Running time, 73 mins. 
Sir Austin Howard........+4.5- Lionel Atwill 
Nora Selmer... .ccseceesccces Greta Nissen 
Carl Blake. .cwrccccscoscce Weldon Heyburn 
Sylvia Pierc@.....-.seeesseeeees Helen Mack 
Anthony Howard....... Bramwell Fletcher 
Lady Howard......-eeceeeesss Mary Forbes 
He nry HaAMmMe?.ccccccccces Herbert Mundin 
Horace Ward.....ssccceses --+.- Billy Bevan 
A courtroom scene in the usual 


fashion and a murder mystery that’s 
solved by the routine and standard 
flashback system, yet a gripping 
talker that rates well above most of 
the creep releases. Lack of drawing 
strength in the cast is bound to re- 
strain ‘Silent Witness’ from seeing 
exceptional money, but chances are 
the film will build enough interest 
for itself on merit to make a satis- 




















tions of these three lilies of the ! 
field in rivalry, in battle and in| factory showing. 
comradeship will regisler univer- Lionel Atwill is strong in an emo- 
sally. The men won't care for it (Continued on page 19) 
‘Das Ekel’ (Ufa). Max Adalbert’s rich character study of a crotchey 


burgher will entertain 
production of native home life. 
mantic for the younger set. 


‘The Silent Witness’ (Fox). 


terman housewives, grateful for an authentic ree 
Too old-fashioned, 


homely and unro- 


A first rate mystery, confined to the pro- 


gram class by a cast unknown to picture audiences and a lack of in- 
genuity in substituting action for dialog. Its consistent suspense and ap- 
propriately theatrical acting will entertain matrons who do not insist 
upon a star, but are content with ‘a good picture.’ 





‘Emma’ (M-G-M). The 


joys and 


sorrows of an old family retainer 


boiled down to a vehement, tear-compelling monolog for Marie Dressler. 


Rich 


domestic problems 


in appeal to older fanettes. 


‘Prestige’ (RKO-Pathe). 


Unromantic preoccupation with homely 
eliminates flapper response, 


Ann Harding has a specialized following of 


nice women who will approve her noble and righteous bolstering up of 
a husband tottering with drink and phony jungle heat. 





‘The Greeks Had a Word for Them’ (UA). 


femme 


man, laughs, luxury, and the 


Tips on how to take your 


slant on femme double-crossing. 


Smartly paced and robustly acted, these items will interest the flaps and 


amuse big city matrons. 


Picture lacks a star who draws in the hinter- 


lands, lessening its chances for a provincial gate equal to its metropoli- 


tan response. 


‘The Hatchet Man’ (WP). Uneasiness occasioned by fearsome menace 
detracts from the feminine response to a tong war film. Though sus- 
pense holds interest, picture does not cast the romantic spell necessary 


to mitigate its 


‘Three Wise Girls’ (Col.). Ter 
girls who've never been there. G 
{*inel rolia anda trieterrms ‘ 
satis asa eaAtiua Vsi tures a - 


harshness for feminine 


stations of the big 


audiences. 


credible to 
ibe fare on the 


city, 
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title like this... 


NOW 
Fox gives it to you—PLUS a Special Ex- EE 


ploitation Manual teeming with brand new 
stunts (in addition to those in the Fox 


Press Book). . . 
IF aia 


you have a drop of 
showman’s blood in 


your veins... 


yow LL 


rush to the nearest Fox Ex- 
change—get your copy and... 


GET BUSY 


on the exploitation natural of the year! 


a 
BENNETT 
SPENCER 


TRACY‘. 
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Apportioning Space 
The most recent issue of the in- 
frequent Fox Advertising Bulletin 
takes up a Yuestion of apportioning 


space, using as text the actual lay- 


out for a theatre which did only a 
little better than usual with ‘De- 
licious. Failure to equal other 
houses may be laid to the failure 
to smash the day before the open 
ing, according to the bulletin. 

In the original schedule, three 
days before opening, the coming at- 
traction got four inches of a 10- 
inch space each day with 30 the 
opening day and 15 on Saturday, 


the following day, and Sunday. The 
feature got only two inches the three 


following days, which ended the 
run, but he suggests that a better 
use of the same space might have 
been the same four inches the first 
two days, with 30 inches each the 
day before and the opening day, 
with a drop to five inches for Sat- 


urday, 15 on Sunday and two inches 
for the next four days. This gives 


the same 96 inches of space, but 
shoots the gun on the day before 


the opening and the opening day. 


Idea is that if it is not sold by 
Sunday no extra space will help 
later. It is more imrortant to sei! 


the day before the opening’ than on 
opening day 


Silver Conscious 


Denver. 
RKO’'s new Orpheum is decorated 
in silver and because of this all 
Colorado congressmen and senators 
sent out letters calling attention to 
the opening. Every post office in 


the state was reached at no cost. 
Bill for postage would have been 
over $4,000 otherwise. Angle used 


attempt to make Colorado 
silver conscious, 
Stories about the house 
been on the wires of all press 
sociations and appeared in all Colo- 
rado dailies. Lou Hellborn, man- 
ager, is still working close to 20 
hours a day prior to the opening. 


Post Office Aid 
Cincinnati. 

Tying in the post office with 
three-sheets blurbing Borrah Mine- 
vitch was extraordinary here. 

Board spotted on Federal build- 
ing, ace downtown traffic spot, be- 
neath large electric sign institu- 
tionalizing air mail, occupied for a 
week by RKO sheet telling of 
mythical saving of Minevitch from 
canceling the Albee engagement 
through hasty replacement of lost 
harmonicas via air mail. 

Value of location and _ prestige 
of Uncle Sam sponsoring high and 
rare because local officials shy off 
theatre stunts. 


Uses Classified Ads 
Cincinnati. 
Classifed ad gag, generally 
Sured of ready newspaper accept- 
ance if given new quirk, got that in 
the treatment Bill Danziger hatched 


Was an 
citizens 
have 


as- 


as- 


for ‘Prestige.’ 

Clipped sections of classified 
Page in silhouettes of Ann Hard- 
ing. Ringed letters in sector to 
spell ‘Ann Harding in “Prestige” 
with Adolphe Menjou.’ Different 
Silhouette reproduced daily for 
week in newspaper contest, with 


readers to work together letters to 
form sentence, Plenty hints 
dropped in accompanying stories. 


Came in Threes 
A slant on ‘Different Women’ is 
reported by a western theatre which 
Save free admissions at the open- 
ing matinee. To be different the 
girls had to present themselves in 
&roups of three—blonde, brunette, 

and red head in each group. 


Church Plays 


Last year three houses in widely 
Separated locations made a hit with 
the church element by loaning the 





auditorium for groups of players 
who produced religious cantata or 
Plays crudely patterned after the 
Passion Play. 


The trio will repeat this year and 
Other houses on the same chain are 
Planning to copy. 


Now It’s Easter 
_ This week ushers in Lent. Ex- 
cept in the far south March is 
rather too early for egg and other 
forms of treasure hunts though the 
€g¢ idea, where it is possible, is the 
best bet, A hunt will make no last- 





ing hit with parents if half the 
< hildren de velop bad colds from 
érubbing around on the damp 


&round looking for eggs. 

Best substitute is to park the eggs 
af . » . e 
aiter the fashion of a treasure hunt. 


From five to 15 stations are ar- 
ranged for, each with its supply of 
colored eggs Locations are not 
made known in advance. At a 


Stated time the location of the first 
nest is made known through the 
display of a large sign on the mar- 
quee of the theatre The 


race to t 
ras Lo ft 





children | 


is point, obtain an egg and | 


are told where to go for the next. 
When the route is covered they 
bring the eggs back to the theatre 
where certain colors or certain 
numbers are good for small prizes. 


Plugged for Milk 
Hattiesburg, 
behind a 


Miss 


Getting Rotary club 


drive got the Saenger theatre the 
best single day take it ever re- 
corded. Incidently it helped the 
other days too. 

Rotary discovered a few weeks 


ago that some of the school children 
were lagging in their work because 
of malnutrition. It started a drive 
to provide a pint of milk daily for 
each undernourished child. Matt 
Press, of the Saenger, is a member 
of the Rotary and made the offer 
of a split on a special performance. 
This was sponsored both by Rotary 
and the Parent-Teachers Assn. 
This gave ample publicity and even 
with a cut on the gross the theatre 
did average business 


Inside on Midgets 
Minneapolis 
The RKO Orpheum here got plenty 
of publicity for Singers’ Midgets by) 
framing up with the Hennepin 
County Physician to give a numbei 
of the little people a physical exam- 


ination and write a lengthy article, 
giving the results and stating his 
conclusions as to why they are 
undersized. The article, under his 
own signature and running a col- 
umn, was published together with 
sizable art, showing him in the act 
of examining some of the midgets, 
in the Minneapolis ‘Tribune’ and 
widely commented upon. 

Merle Potter, ‘Journal’ drama ed- 
itor, was induced to interview the 
midgets at their hotel and to tell 
in a story how they live and get 
along outside the theatre. A picture 
used in the sporting section of the 


paper showed two of the midgets 
boxing with Art Laskey, Minneapo- 


lis heavyweight pugilist. 
Money for ‘Shanghai’ 


Los Angeles. 


Paramount home office got behind 


the opening of ‘Shanghai Express, 
at the local Paramount, to the ex- 
tent of $2,000 for assistance adver- 


tising. It was used in one spread of 


five columns by 15 inches in each of 


the five local dailies. Film was re- 
*sased here 10 days ahead of the 
national break, 

Theatre also plugged heavily, tak- 
ing 150 boards instead of the 


usual 75. 


Question Marks 


Local theatre, not having set upon 
following week's bookings, ordered 
its “Next Week” cases filed with big 
cards bearing large size question 
marks. 

Remarks of patrons going in and 
out showed marked interest over 
regular method of biling. No repeat, 
because the idea sours, 








German Night 
Hamilton, O. 

A stunt which pulled from far and 
wide was put on by Harry MacDon- 
ald. manager Publix-Palace, who 
staged a German night. In addition 
to a vaude bill composed of acts with 
a German background, MacDonald 
set up an old-time bar in the lobby 
for free beer and free lunch, fur- 
nished by local merchants in return 
for the advertising. 

A German band was stationed in 
front of the theatre to help attract. 


Ballyhooing in Amsterdam 
The Hague. 

This week the Wagner Society 
produces ‘Boris Goudonoyv’ in Am- 
sterdam with Chaliapin in title role. 
Carlton hotel in Amsterdam ar- 
ranged a Russian week there. It 
opened with a dinner end Chaliapin 
as star guest. 

A very international gathering as 
a Turk served the coffee and an Ar- 
gentine band the music, 





Train Calling 


Dallas. 


For a preview of ‘Union Depot,’ 
the Melba lined up a Negro train} 
announcer at local terminal. Stunt 


planted as surprise prolog to the 
film. Man is well known to every- 
body who rides trains hereabouts 


and was ballied as ‘world’s champ 
train caller.’ 





Using Airplanes 
The Hague. 

An original exploitation for Hol- 

land was used by Capitol and City 

cinemas in Rotterdam day before 

showing ‘Flaming Mountains,’ a film 

of Isonzo battle in Italy during the 
Great War. 

Advertisements in local 


papers 


announced ffight of airplane over 
Rotterdam which would throw out 
bills about ‘Flaming Mo ifitail $- 
those lucky enough to capture a 
red-colored bill (big majority 
white) had to de iver thesé at the- 
atre and woula receive prizes, 





With Whiskers 


A. Barkes Brown is selling tickets 
to a local paper and getting plenty 
of display to boot. He gives the 
sheet 50 tickets and the paper buys 
at least that many more. Has a pho- 
tographer snap a picture of women 
shoppers each day and all women 
who 


recognize themselves and turn 
up at the newspaper office get a 
free ticket. If more than 100 tickets 
are used the newspaper pays for the 


ducats. 
tl at it 
and 


additional 
Figures 
tion stunt 


circula- 
tne 


is a rood 


helps to loosen 


| advertising contracts from the mer- 
} chants in 


fron* of whose stores the 
are made. No ringed faces. 
All in the group eligible for a free 
show, 


photos 


Building It Up 


tecently ‘Variety’ reported use of 


the tug-of-war idea as a business 
builder. It is always a good stunt, 
but with a little build-up it can 
be made irto something almost 


startling, if a woman is placed be- 
tween the two teams. She takes her 
position in the center of the stage, 
With either hand grasps a loop in 
the rope on which each team will 
work, and apparently interposes her 
body. 

In point of fact it is done by an 
old circus trick and any quick- 
witted girl can be made the ap- 
parently strong woman. A quarter 





inch wire cable, terminating in two 


Sooky has been out,of the Crosby 
cartoons for some time, but Harry 
D. Steers revived him b¥ persuading 


the local sheet handling the char- 
acter to add another box to the 
strips which was given over to 
Sooky and his location at Capitol 
theatre, 

Paper was sold on the argument 
that the coming of the play would 
rouse additional interest in the reg- 


ular cartoon strip. 

Steet also used the milk bottle 
cap and a dime admission idea to 
get a local milk company to pay 
for extra advertising in addition to 
bannering its delivery fleet 


Alliteration 


Hazelton, Pa, 
free tickets to 
House’ to 


offered 
the Big 


Capitol 


‘Ladies of those 


who saw ‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ at 
the Capitol and wrote the best five 
to ten word criticisms, commencing 
each word with the same letter. 
Sample is ‘Charlie Chan, Clever 
Chinese, Catches Criminal.’ Any 


letter may be selected, but all words 


must commence with the letter 
chosen. 

To get the most of it house laid 
off the scheme to a music store, 


which gave him about six column 
inches in its own space to announce 
the stunt. 





BEHIND 





the KEYS 





Pheenix, Ariz. 
Warren Krause, from Los An- 
geles, at the Fox Phoenix as pub- 


licity director. 
Los Angeles. 
George Hanes got back the Fox 
Pasadena on a leasing basis, giving 
him three houses there, 
—_-~ ~ 
Des Moines, fa, 
Rialto, Grundy Center, la., owned 
by lL. G. Slater, Des Moines, leased 
to C. E. Thrasher. 





Akron, ce. 


Sidney Dannenberg, mgr. of the 
Warner Strand here, to the Lake 
theatre (WB) in Cleveland. Suc- 
ceeded here by Dick Wright, for- 
merly of RKO, 


Marion, O. 
Palace theatre, across fror police 


station, robbed of $1,108. Man 
with a revolver herded five em- 
ployes in the manager's office and 


escaped with two days’ receipts. 


San Francisco. 


Mel Hulling joins Pacific Coast 
Exchanges as Los Angeles man- 
ager, leaving his former Tiffany 


prexyship to George Blumenthal. 


Abe Markowitz local P. C. E. man- 
ager. 
Radio is shifting Mary E. Cory 


to Portland as exchange 
succeeding H. L. Percy. 
Pine Pluff, Ark. 
Arthur Swanke, manager of Malco 
theatre, Helena, transferred here to 
succed S. E. Coffin as manager of 
local Saenger, 


manager, 





Atlanta. 
Roy Youngblood, former mgr. of 
Loew’s Grand, to the Fox in a simi- 
lar capacity, succeeding Carter Bar- 
ron. Lew White, former asst, mgr. 
of the Fox, takes Youngblood’s place 
as mgr. of the Grand. 
—_- 
Dayton, O. 
Eddie Yarbough, in charge of RKO 
publicity, transferred to manager- 
ship of State theatre, s icceeding 


Dick Wright. RKO publicity and 
ads will be handled by A. J. Ken- 


nedy, formerly of Warners on the 
Coasw& 


Wooster, O. 
Arch H. Dice, has completed ne- 
gotiations fo! ownership of the 
Wallace theatre here, acquiring in- 
terest of his partner, John Palfi, 


oO Ole 


Pittsburch. 
Cranada theatre, Beaver Falls, Pa 


was sold at auction tor $40,000 last 
week to the Anderson-Cook Co. ot 
Beaver. Leasehold and fixtures 
likewise went to the same firm foi 


an additional $39,700. 





What 
Masonic theatre 
Green, Des Moines. 


Cheer, 
leased to 


Ta. 
l’rank 

Grundy Center, Ta. 
being operated by C. E. 
under lease of L, Gd. 
Des Moines. 


Rialto 
Thrasher 
Slater, 





Gardiner, Me. 


Through the civic pride of Mrs. 
Henrietta Johnson, locally promi- 


nent, the Johnson Opera house, re- 
cently destroyed by fire, city’s only 
first-class amusement center, will be 
rebuilt, 


Francisco, 

Dick Lucas from Warfield to 
Grand Lake, Oakland, (Fox). Bert 
Nauss into Warfield from the Cali- 
fornia, with Bob McHale to that 
house from the Grand Lake, 


San 


Birmingham, 
town houses reopened 
They are the Pastime, 
and the Star, at Parish, 
Alabama, 


Two small 
last week, 
at Dora, 
yoth in 





New York. 
Washington 
renamed the 
reopens soon 
Blumenthal. 
into local exhib 


theatre, 
long dark, 
bridge theatre and 
unde! Haring and 
Marks firms reentry 
field, 


Palace 
Heights, 





Bronx, N. Y. 
succeeds Eddie Hart 
publicity for local 


Bill Geehan 
in charge of 
Skouras houses, 





Hollywood, 
Dave C manager of Warner 
Bros’. Mission, Santa Barbara, 
moved to Aberdeen, Wash. James 
Carey, at Aberdeen, to Salem, Ore., 
to take over the Capitol and Elsin- 
ore theatres. 


antor, 


Oklahoma City. 
George Y. Henger, former p. a 
appointed zone manager 


” 


for Warner 








Forbidden Peeps 


. ; " . , smail hooks, is run across her bacl 
George A. Miller, of Smalley’s 1d j sat ecg pe wer en Atlanta 
theatre, Hamilto x. ¥ xplains | 224 Gown the sleeves of her jersey a, oe nie 7. trepasets ge 
atre, on, N. +» explains! 9. jacket. the cable being just lonz WorRing with Ted Toddy, of Co- 
that he got his whiskers hook-up, | ep tet one : — }. |lumbia, Geo. Steele, of the Ritz. on 
recently referred to, from Colgate | ne SO rs eee riadeed CO iden’ used the old peep t > 
. " = | tugnt into the loops oO the ropes} i roldaen Sea til oid peep rONES, 
university, Which started the beard : . : r : Fo of thes vere iced or; 1 
“ m B. lon which the opposing teams pull § WW I pica ( Al Soot 
srowing : ut lark, offeri >! Instead of graspit the ropes, the stree locations W 1 signs to the 
prizes to the students who grew ca oe pe ; aga GF t 2 “orbidden,’ 
: are caught into the hooks ind | sriisets Me pang Wan orbidden, 
the longest beards in two weeks hile tl < ; aie : | which made them the more curious 
: ; °° D> vhile the girl may be en up a a ee eae — 
| Miller merely tipped off Paramount Ns ‘ 7 7 te a " Several peep holes permitted a 
. a ’ Dit, nere is no strain whatever on a . ; 
News, which made the shot, and] : , “te iew of stills ith a little advertis 
wee ‘ |} her arms It's purely trick stuff,;°*S ‘ lis With a little advertis- 
got his wher practically the entire | tb oneal . ; riis cop 
ut ‘ make the go out l = 
student body turned out to see the | ;.) ; ee Soe on 1 Sa | 
newsreel, ky ” “t) 
— Sand Writing 
A . Where police will permit, a sand 
Tailed the Cartoons “hn weeeaiedl ~ kus “ae ae 
Paper Buys Tickets writer is useful. ie “man carries 
Scranton, Pa Williamsport, Pa a brush and a cornucopia filled with 


White or bright colored sand. He 
carefully brushes off an area of 
pavement, getting a crowd to watch 


him, and then forms an announce- 
ment of the feature to be advertised. 
If a large window is available a 


modification of the stunt can be 
worked in conjunction with a 
vacuum cleaner demonstration, 


Egyptian Dark, but 
Criterion Stays Open 


Holly wood, 
theatre, Sid 


Feb. 8, 


Egvptian Grauman’'s 


original Hollywood flash, goes dark 
Feb. 18. United Artists and Fox- 
West Coast, joint owners, have de- 


cided to call it a 
rental without 
by operating. Rent 
and property. 


$4,000 weekly 
loss complicating it 


includes stores 


Since the house returned to sec- 
ond runs with stage show, grosses 
were doleful. Al Kvale, Chicago 
m. c. import, was the last try for 
trade. 

F’'ox-WC is also closing its Vil- 
lage at Westwood Feb. 10 until the 


locality obtains 


tion, 


increased 


popula- 


‘Freaks’ (M-G), booked into the 
downtown Criterion, cancelled the 
closing notice there given house 


employes for Feb. 12. 

Only One Full Week 
House Now in Topeka 

Feb. 8 

Admission price slashing, shorter 


runs for films and addition of 
as a 


Topeka, Kans., 


stoc! 


possible draw, is the frantir 


bid of local Fox theatres for busi- 
ness. 
Starting the week of Feb. 14 the 


Jayhawk, former deluxe house, goes 
to three bills a week at 35 cents in- 
stead of 50 cents and two bills. The 
Fox-State opens Feb. 18 with the 
Waddell Stock Company instead of 
films, the stock being offered at 25 
and 50 The Fox- Best 
abandons burlesque and pic- 
tures at 25 cents and puts on three 
bills weekly for 10 and 

Capital, independent, quits 
week runs and splits its weeks from 


cents, 


stock 


L5e, 


also 


now on. Grand is now the only 
week run house at 50 cents top 
here, 





Miss. Tax Amendment 


eb 
Mississippi Legislature, in session 


Jackson, Miss 


here, is expected to pass soon on an 


amendment to the code on admis- 
sion taxes. 

State already has a law taxing 
theatres 10% on tickets of 30 cents 
and over. Mentioned amendment 
provides for a 10% tax on all the- 


atres at all prices. 


Wis. Ave.’s New Low 


Milwaukee, Feh, 8. 
Majestic, recently closed following 
the demise of Lou Kane’s vaudfilm 
attempt, has re-openec as a 15-cent 





grind house straight filmer. John 
Ludwig in charge, 
This is the lowest price offered 


on Wisconsin avenue in many years, 
No advance for Sundays or holi- 
days. 


PEACE IN MILWAUKEE 


jgros. theatres here. Succeeds GC. D. 
Hutchinson, resigned, Milwaukee, Feb. 8. 
—" D Following the second conference 
e fe ; . 
‘—_ yenver. | within a week, outlook is favorable 
W. T. Heaton has sold the Audi- far | nd inate lifter a 
torium, Oxtord, Neb., to Raybourn — oo hunter ot a —— ee 
& Bennie. tween union and non-union houses, 
— Harry Bragarnick, volunteer me- 
Sioux City. diator, states that concessions have 
Announce ment of the resignation | been made by both sides and that a 
or Ric mare Zeller, manages Of the | permanent peace pact will probably 
Orpheum theatre here for the last } i ] t eetit 
be yned 1¢ next me Se 
vear, and the appointment of Rol- | ?© 45" at t a Sane 
ind Douglas Om iha, CS Te Seen aaa oo 
manager, has been made. Rudolph’s 16m. Post 
The retiring manager of the Or- Jerry Kudoiph has been promoted 
phe im CheatTe has been asso lated by RCA Photophone to head its 
with the RKO organization for six])4 mem. sales department. A cum- 
at 
" wie to Introdu ! sound on 
Douglas came here from Omaha _ ‘ : " 1 ' le 
. . : iemall film de ce will shortly he 
here he wa on puodlicity for the). 7 
Orpheum. | miun beret 


oe 


' 
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A fresh new spirit per- 
vades the atmosphere of the 


picture business — the spirit of 


the new Universal! Everybody’s talk- 
ing about it! At first there was doubt. A 


Universal hit or two were called luck. Then hit 
piled on hit until it dawned on the wise showmen that hits have 


become a Universal habit. 





THESE MONEY-MAKERS ARE ALL FROM ONE COMPANY 
KS —your new-old reliable boy friend—UNIVERSAL PICTURES 








FRANKENSTEIN | NIGHT WORLD 
STRICTLY IMPATIENT 
DISHONORABLE MAIDEN 
MURDERS IN THE ne 
RUE MORGUE ee 
LAW AND ORDER STRADY 
| RACING YOUTH COMPANY 
| HEAVEN ON THE UNEXPECTED 
| EARTH FATHER 
: NICE WOMEN A HOUSE 
| RECKLESS LIVING DIVIDED 
HOMICIDE LASCA OF THE 
| SQUAD RIO GRANDE 
| RADIO PATROL SPIRIT OF 
| WATERLOO NOTRE DAME 
AMBION EAST OF BORNEO 
aad MOTHER’S 
COHENS & MILLIONS 
KFLLYS IN pent 
HOLLYWOOD ADVENTURE 
BROWN OF LADY 
CULVER BACK STREET 





Presented by Carl Laemmile 




















- 3 JOIN THE REST OF THE TRADE IN CELEBRATING 
| CARL LAEMMLE’S 26th ANNIVERSARY JUBILEE! 
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FILM REVIEWS 








THE SILENT WITNESS 


(Continued from page 15) 


tional leading role and has the fea- 
tured billing. With the matinee idol 
days of the legit something of the 
dead past and Atwill not yet a 
drawing factor in pictures, this job 
cannot depend on its marquee top- 
per for crowds. Nor is there much 
pull in the balance of the lineup, 
of whom the best known is Greta 
Nissen. Rest are mostly English 
actors, with their accent more nec- 
essary than usual in this instance 
through the London locale of the 
story. 

Atwill handled the same role with 


equal effectiveness last season in 
legit. Show was an English im- 
port and did fairly well on Broad- 
way. Atwill gave it most of its 
wallop through his performance in 


person, as he does in this celluloid 


version. As the heartsick but brave 
and later bewildered father who 
takes the blame to shield his son 


from a murder charge, he’s as near 
perfect as an actor in a role that’s 
not always 100% plausible can be. 
He rates a bow each for his lightly 
humorous playing in a payoff scene 
with a golddigger and his interpre- 
tation of a completely routed wit- 
ness in the court scene. 

Latter has the customary sort of 
comedy insert to ease the strain in 
form of a Cockney cab driver, well 


done by Herbert Mundin. 
Boy in a fury chokes his para- 
mour and flees under the impres- 


sion he killed her. His father takes 
the blame in belief he can prove his 
own innocence and save the boy. 
3ut circumstantial evidence clears 
the prosecutor’s case against the 
father. This drops the court scene 
into the  picture’s' middle. The 
flashback footage follows and builds 
into the finish. 

Miss Nissen as the murdered bad 





girl, and Carl Blake, Bramwell 

Fletcher and Billy Bevan are the 

cast’s pillars. Rest very English 

and therefore chiefly valuable as 

atmosphere. Bige. 
PRESTIGE 

RKO- Pathe production and release. 


Ann Harding starred; Adolphe Menjou and 
Melvyn Douglas featured. Directed by Tay 
Carnett. Adapted_by Garnett and Rollo 
Lioyd from an oflginal by Harry Hervey. 


Scenario by Francis Edwards Faragoh. At 
the Mayfair, New York, starting Feb. 4. 
Running time, 71 minutes. 
po 8 GS eae Ann Harding 
Captain Bandoin.......... Adolphe Menjou 
Lieut. Andre Verlaine......Melvyn Douglas 
ROGER  covccvecrtdcdeaccscese Clarence Muse 
Another white man nearly suc- 


cumbs to the heat-heat-heat of the 
tropical jungle and another po- 
tential box office pulling femme star 
is tossed for a heavy loss. It will 
take at least two good talkers to 
recover the ground lost for Ann 
Harding by this bad one. 

But for some extraordinary scenic 
and technical work, all of which is 
wasted on an impossible plot, this 
is just a mediocre rewrite on the 
stock yarn about the clean cut 
young army captain, this time 
French, who is assigned to a tropi- 
cal outpost and slowly goes the way 
of all white flesh in such a country. 
He rots inside and out and helps 
considerably to kick the finish along 
by guzzling plenty of booze. 

The white wife, previously ac- 
customed to the best that civilized 
white life can give, being a gen- 
eral’'s daughter, follows pattern by 
braving the same fate just to be 
with her man. And she, as usual, 
is comparatively immune from the 
jungle fever. When even the na- 
tives perspire freely from the stif- 
ling heat, she looks as cool as a 
bottle of milk in a frigidaire. 

The finish and the limit arrives 

when the young captain, suddenly 
taking himself in hand, crushes a 
Violent uprising involving some of 
the most goshawful savage ‘types’ 
ever gathered into one picture cast. 
He does it single-handed, using a 
small whip only, after dropping his 
pistol on the table to denote the 
utmost in bravery. Though shot 
Just above the heart by a sniper, 
he's still standing in the finale. 
After all is said and done, and both 
said and done very badly, he does 
uphold that ‘prestige’ of the white 
race, about which his father-in-law 
spoke back home in Paris. 
_ There are studio and location 
Jungle views that make other films’ 
authentic jungle stuff look faked. 
Yet these are hardly able to help 
this tale limp along. Nor do some 
Overdrawn horror bits, one of them 
4 guillotine episode and all of them 
Without taste, manage to push the 
talker below even the second rater 
Class. 

Except. for some unwarranted 
trade which her name might draw 
to this effort, Miss Harding is prac- 
tically worthless, since her part 
could have been covered by any 
non-star ingenue. She is herself and 
therefore excellent, but Ann Hard- 
ing could not go up against this 
Srade of picture writing, nor could 
anyone else. Melvyn Douglas, who 
replaced the late Robert 
in this cast, is confronted 
fame handicap, though 
impressing as okay. 
Jou is even worse off. for his semi- 
heavy character as the third and 
most distant corner in the love tri- 


with 


ancle is entirely devoid of sym- 
pathy. 
Clu nce Muse, colored actor 











Williams | 
the | 
personally | 


Adolnhe Men- | 


who’s usually found in comedy 
parts, does a tragic and heavily 
made-up servant and not bad until 
he’s made the victim of a terrific 
studio boner. As the servant never 
says a word, it’s presumed he’s a 
mute. But when he’s on trial for 
killing a white man, the captain 
screams, ‘Speak. It means your 
life. Speak!’ 

Some day they'll install cooling 
systems in the jungle hot spots. 

Bige. 


THREE WISE GIRLS 


Columbia 


production and release; story 
by Wilson Collinson; featuring Jean Har- 
low, Mae Clark and Marie Prevost: adapta- 
tion by Agnes C. Johnson; dialog by Robert 
Riskin; directed by William Beaudine; 
Gene Anderson, ass’t director; Teddy Tetz- 
laff, cameraman; Russeil Malgrem, sound 
and Jac Dennis, film editor, Running 
time, 67 mins, Beacon theatre week of 
Feb. 5. 
Tn d¢éckavas taeumeade -...Jean Harlow 
ee aS ee er Mae Clark 
See ee eee Walter Byron 
STs Aine nigig hos od aseedueaarnce Marie Prevost 
RUE Sc cccteccsecvosecve Andy Devine 
ar ee ae ..-Natalie Moorhead 
Arthur Phelps..... Stab ceed Jameson Thomas 
PUGTS 6660006060604 640 604000 Armand Kaliz 


While the title might suggest an 
effort to adapt ‘The Greeks Had a 
Word for Them,’ this is based on a 
far older foundation which has been 


used at least once or twice each 
season for the past several years. 
Still seems to possess an appeal 
and stands a chance of reaching 


further down the line than the more 


sophisticated yarns because it es- 
says to point a moral. 
Three small-town girls come to 


New York. One gets an apartment 
in Park ave., with a banker paying 
the bills. When he goes back to his 
wife she shuffles off. The second 
girl addresses envelopes for a liv- 
ing and marries a chauffeur. The 
third goes back home disgusted be- 
cause the boy friend can’t get a 
divorce from his wife, but he gets 
the freedom and comes after her. 
City audiences will appreciate the 
general trend, and country cousins 
will approve the moral lesson. Not 
for the deluxe houses, but should 
make money in most of the A houses 
and more for the smaller spottings. 

In the main the story develop- 
ment moves smoothly and directly 
to the indicated climax, where it 
stops promptly. The narrative has 
been better handled than the dialog, 
which is burdened with several out- 
bursts from the keptee, who seeks 
to warn her friend, and with some 
rather weak efforts to achieve a 
comedy relief. The direction gen- 
erally helps to save situations, but 
now and then there is an awkward 
stretch. The film has been very in- 
telligently cut, which helps consid- 
erably. Several imposing sets are 
employed and benefited by good 
photography. Some of the action 
lies in a fashionable modiste’s, 
which gives the women handsome 
gowns, while the men enjoy the 
dressing-room scenes with the 
scantily-clad models. The handling 
of the dressing-room scenes shows 
particularly good taste. It is all too 
natural and unstressed to give of- 
fense to the more finical. 

Jean Harlow has the 
girl who keeps straight. She does 
her best to suggest the innocent 
young thing and does better than 
might be expected, but she fails to 
be convincing and Mae Clarke takes 
the acting honors from her, even 
with her stilted speeches. Marie 
Prevost struggles gamely with the 
comedy, and in the smaller places 
she will get it over. Not so good 
for the wiser crowds. Natalie 
Moorehead has one brief scene, 
which adds another good name to 
the cast. It is an indicated char- 
acter, but she is seen only in the 
single sequence. Walter Byron car- 
ies himself nicely as the sincere 
lover, and Jameson Thomas keeps 


lead—the 


just this side of overacting the 
heavy. F 
With better dialog and a little 
more care in handling certain of the 
sequences, this might have been 
raised to the big-gross class. As it 


stands it should turn in a respect- 
able score. 


————— 
——— 


Riders of Golden Gulch 


West Coast Studios production and State 
Rights release. Directed by Clif€ Simith. 
Story, Yakima Canut; d alog, Harry Sau- 
her: photography, William Thompson. 
Stars Buffalo Bill, Jr. Cast Yakima Canut 


Edmund Cobb, Jack_ Harvey and Mary 
Dunn. At Stanley, N. Y., as half d ble 
bill, one day, Jan. 26. Kunning time, v! 
mins, 


A lot of hard riding, considerable 
shooting, plenty of dusty California 
background and a story that’s been 
told time and again. The sort of 
thing an exhib buys when he asks 
the exchange to send him a half 
dozen westerns. Strictly double fea- 
ture material, as the second half. 

Even for westerns the plot is 
banal. Starts with the cowboy ad- 
venturer rescuing a girl from runa- 
way horses. Hero then becomes in- 
volved in a plot to rob the girl's 
father, a banker, with suspicion 
pointing to him from the outset. 
Doesn’t make the slightest effort to 
protest his innocence the story 
would have ended in the second 
reel. Footage then deals with ef- 
forts of the hero in chasing down 
the heavy. He's aided to some ex- 
tent by a pal, Yakima Canut. 

Cast support ordinary and tech- 
nically the film is small time indie. 

, Char, 


or, 





|nominating the lead a picture ac- 








DISCARDED LOVERS 


Tower production and release, featuring 
Natalie Mooehead and J. Farrell McDon- 
ald; story by Arthur Hoerl; adaptation and 
dialog by Edward T. Lowe; directed by 
Fred Newmeyer. RCA recording. Circle 
theatre, New York, one day, Feb, 4. 
Running time, 535 minutes, 

CAST 
Irma Gladden...........Natalie Moorehead 
Chief Sommers.......J. Farrell MasDonald 
Valerie Christine..........6...-Sharon Lynn 
Dob Adair.....cccce eseeee+- Russell Hopton 
Rex Forsythe.... eeeeee-Jason Robards 
Warren Sibley Robert Frazer 
Sergt. De ° Fred Kelsey 
ee ee Barbara Weeks 
BRBTO TARR 60 060 660 6see cos Roy D'Arc) 





Another copy of the familiar mur- 


der mystery with no particularly 
new angles, though an effort at/| 


novelty has been made through de- 


tress and placing the opening and 


closing actions in a film = studio. 
This will interest the fans to some 
extent, but it cannot lift the pall of 
sameness from the general tenor of 
the story. 

However, it looks good enough to 
solo at the lower end of the B line 
or top a double bill, while it can go 


single handed lower down if and 
where they have not tired of the 
formula. It has been very nicely 


mounted, the sound is better than is 
found in many independent produc- 
tions and a cast of fairly well known | 
names supports Natalie Moorehead | 
and Jason Robards 

Irma Gladden is the Hollywood 
siren who puts her brand on most 
of the men she meets. Along about 
the second reel she is found dead in 
her car, but by that time the audi- 
ence is provided with a couple of 
discarded husbands, a jealous wife, 
a chauffeur discharged for robbery 
and a girl secretary who is on the 
suspect list chiefly because she looks 
so innocent. 

A police captain calls in a New 


York reporter who is given to the 
solution of murder mysteries. He 
falls for the sec, who in the end 
turns out to be the sister of the 


second husband. When the author 
has worked out all the complica- 
tions he can think of, the scene goes 
to the projection room where the 
rushes are being shown and it now 
is realized that the seemingly 
meaningless scene being rehearsed 
at the opening now becomes the so- 
lution of the crime. The jealous 
scenario writer who aspires to be- 
come Irma’s third discard owns up, 
shoots the reporter-detective and 
the fadeout shows the reporter con- 
valescing in the hospital and mar- 
ried to the sec. 

Natalie Moorehead, who got on 
the right side of the cameraman in 
this picture, looks well and does the 
almost inevitable strip for the cus- 
tomers, but she gets no chance to 
display much dramatic power. Ro- 
bards is fluent as the dialog writer 
and for once the reporter played by 
tussell Hopton, stays sober—which 
is news. Fred Kelsey provides the 
comedy relief, such as it is, with his 
formula boob detective, which was 
much funnier a couple of years ago 
than it is now, and still the same. 
They still laugh, though they know 
most of it by heart, no matter what 
the play title is. The others play 


competently, handicapped by the 
conventional development of the 
story. MacDonald is just a char- 


acter, impossible to do more than 
walk through. 


Meine Frau, die Hoch- 


staplerin 


(‘My Wife, the Adventuress’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. Stars Kaethe 
Von Nagy and features Heinz Ruehmann. 
Supervision, Bruno Duday. Direction, Kurt 
Gerron. Manuscript, Ernest Wolf, Dr. 
Friedrich Zeckendorf and Lothar Mayring 
Camera, Eugen Schuefftan and Carl Puth. 
Sound, Walter Tjaden. At the Ufa-Cosmo- 
politan, N. Y., on grind run beginning Feb. 
5. Running time, 92 mins. 

Peter Bergmann...... .Heinz Ruehmann 





Jutta... cose seecccccococsc maetne Von Nagy 
Silbermann........++.++..-Fritz Gruenbaum 
Marty. «cece eocceccoeesss Hermann Vallentin 
Mr. Knast......0.« Cbedeeverecees Alfred Abel 
Ileana, Saenmwerin....--eee.- Maly Delschaft 
Manager lieanas.....++++. »e.+.-Theo, Lingen 





Any number of things combine to 
make this comedy one of the more 
amusing Teuton pieces seen on this 
An ingenious story with some 
funny situations helps a lot. 
clever direction does more, and the 
acting of Kaethe Von Nagy tops it 
off. 

Fraulein Von Nagy is young 
Hungarian miss who a short time 
ago was unknown. 3ut she’s been 
making such rapid strides abroad 
that she is now second in Europe 
only to Lillian Harvey, and not 
very far behind. She looks just a 
bit like Bebe Daniels and has real 
talent plus looks. ; 

Direction of this film is by Kurt 
Gerron and his first full length fea- 
ture. He's a former actor who turned | 
director for Ufa and now 


sia 


very 


So 





shorts 


emerges as a full-fledged megger. | 
Seemingly he will go far in Germany 
because he has a good sense of pace, | 


an almost astounding thing in Ger- 





i 
man fi 3 Tipofft on that lies in the | 
fact that the 92-minute feature| 
doesn't seem too long. | 


Story has to do with a timid bank | 
clerk married to an ambitious wife. |! 
She decides on putting on the high} 
hat for a couple weeks, so hocks ! 
typewriter, phonograph, jewelrs and! 


* 


rupts 


other trinkets and rents a suite in 
one of the biggest hotels for a week. 
By some conniving she brings a big 
sausage manufacturer who's in 
financial difficulty, together with an 
American mustard king, and gets a 
hefty commission, thereby making 
everything okay. 

It plays better than it sounds. 
Miss Von Nagy makes everything 
quite believable, and Heinz Rueh- 
mann as her husband in an 
equally better-than-usua] perform- 
ance. Fritz Gruenbaum in a comedy 
role is very funny, 

Picture ought to do nice 
in all German houses where no non- 
Teutonic 


turns 





business 





customers are likely to 
drop in. Too complicated to follow | 
for non-Germans, which is too bad, 


because in intelligible form it would | 


please widely Kauf. 


Cavalier ot te West 


Artclass produ 
by William Nigh 
also plays a 
starred In 
Jane Irving, 
Lafe Mc Kee, 
New York 
ture bill. 


tion and release Directed 
Story by Lee Sage. who 
featured role Harry Carey 
the Mae Busch, Mary 
Gibson Gowland, E. Brady, 
Tom London At Loew's 
one day, Feb. 3, on double 
Running time, 65 mins. 





cast: 


fea- 


There are 
nature of 
technique 


more novelties in the 
sound and _ production 
in this picture than in 
any recently turned out with talk 
by an independent. Aside 
that, it out of the ordinary run 
of westerns. A lot time 
more than budget was ex- 
pended. It should get a neat profit 
from the country’s lesser runs. 


¢ 
of 


average 


Here are a few of the points 
which distinguish ‘Cavalier of the 
West’: 

(1) It is one of the first of all- 


sound pictures to record the 
of a horse panting. 

(2) More blank cartridges are 
fired and their detonation is louder 
than in any sound picture since the 
advent of sound. 


sound 


(3 The author, Lee Sags, is also 
an excellent actor—the type who 
would look weil on the _ biggest 
screens and who, at least in this, 
evidences ability to fill important 
roles. 

The story and the manner in 


which it is developed by Will Nigh 
will hold the interest of an audi- 
ence superior to that patronizing 
the average lesser grind. This does 
not mean that it does not include 
singing, guitars, wine and evening 
clothes as well as sheriffs, soldiers 
and bad men. It also has Indians. 
Harry Carey does a good job as 
an army captain. He pals with the 
sheriff and only declares martial 
law when deputies turn bad. Young 
Sage enters as the captain’s 
brother, an erstwhile lieutenant. 
There’s a murder frame-up, but 
love and a sunset close the tale— 
with the author winning the last 
kiss. Waly, 


Ehe Mit Beschraenkter 


Haftung 


(‘Marriage with Limited Liability’) 
(GERMAN-MADE 


Berlin, Jan. 27. 


Deutsche Universal production and re- 
lease. Sound film comedy by B, E. Luethge 
and Curt J. Braun, after the stage play, 


“Causa Kaiser,’’ 
Direction, Frank Wenzler; 
management, Dr. Ilia Salkind. Artistic 
management, Sam Spiegel. Music, Dr. B. 
Kaper and Walter Jurman. Photography, 
Karl Drews. Architecture, Sohnle and 
Erdmann; sound, Charles Metain. sand, 
Barnabas von Gezy. Recorded on Tobis- 
Klangfilm. Cast: Charlotte Susa, Hans 
Moser, Georg Alexander, Rosa Valetti, 
Werner Fuetterer, Paul Morgan, Trude 
Brionne, Tamara Desni, Anita May, Wal- 
ter Steinbeck, Edwin Juergensen, Gerhard 
Dammann. tunning time, 85 minutes, At 
Capitol, Berlin, 


by Staerk and Fisler. 


production 





An amusing picture and promises 
to draw excellent business. 

The story deals with an original 
inheritance business, The compo- 
ser, Georg Kaiser, lives with a sing- 
er and his partner, as his first wife 
does not want a divorce. An uncle 
of his girl friend dies and leaves 
a million dollars to her, provided 
she is married to Georg Kaiser. 

In great haste and to save the 
money a Georg Kaiser is found in 
the person of a 54-year-old bache- 


lor, Georg Kaiser. They marry 
quickly and get the _ inherited 
money. But Kaiser No. 2 has to go 


through all phases of a soon fallen- 
in-love husband who does not find 
any love from his wife. Despite his 
touching endeavors to win her love, 
he does not see the slightest sign 
of it. When coming home one day 
he finds a great party around his 
wife and also her former lover 
Kaiser, No. 1, in tete-a-tete with 
her. He gets a divorce and then 
marries the elderly girl friend of 
his wife, and his wife is again to- 
gether with her No. 1 lover. 

This picture «excels in good 
alog and well directed actors. The 
director, Franz Wenzler, under- 
stands how to move his actors free- 
ly and naturally. 

Hans Moser is Kaiser No. 2. He 
turns this figure intended to be a 
sentimental person 


te Susa proves to be a good 


di- 


comic into a 


Ch irlot 


singer, performing with all shades 
of a clever artist an excellent bit 
by Walter Jurman ‘Wer Weint 
Hente Noch aus. Liebe Traenen?’ 


(Who Does Nowadays Cry Out of 


Love”?’) Georg Alexander is as al- 
ways, and also Paul Morgan. 
The audience assists the perfor- 


mance with good humor and inter- 


therm repeatedly by applause 
t sereen,. Magnus. 


before the 





from } 
| 


and | 
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VARIETY 


IN LINE OF DUTY 


Monogram production and 
rected by Bert Giennon 


release. 


Story and adaptae- 


Die 








tion by G. A. Durlam Featuring Sua 
Carol and Noah Beery. In the cast: Frane 
cis MacDonald, James Murray. Richard 
Cramer. Frank Seider, Henry Halil. At 
Loew's New York, double feature, one da > 
Feb. 3. Running time, 60 mins. 


Good grind entertainment. Cast 
and action help smooth over a lot 


of very loose story ends. Picture is 


better placed in last position of 
double-feature bill 

Just why Noah Beery, in rough 
northern garb, breaks into a fash- 


ionable home during a dance and 


kills a man is never explained But 
Beery in this role, eccentric and 
illogical as it is, holds fan interest, 


Sue Carol actually 
ber Morn twice in this. Though the 
locale is supposed to be close to the 
Arctic circle, Miss Carol, as the 
child of the lonely hunter, 
to look comfortable 
and rocks. 

Smoking 
is the only 


does a Septem- 


lone 
manages 
among bears 
a pipe in a certain way 
clue afforded a mountie 
dispatched to locate the murderer. 
This occurs long after Beery, with 
an alias, has settled down to happy 
home life. 

Unusual sequence of a cliff giving 
way with the trooper and his horse 
is the sx highlight. The 


enic hunter 


and the trooper have miscellaneous 
set-tos, although the battles are one- 
sided because the trooper affects a 
limp after the fall. 

When matters become too com-. 


plicated and the trooper, after fall- 
ing in love with the girl, finds that 
he must arrest her father, the di- 
rector just cuts back to another 
hunter. Father and hunter 
out another angle and the picture 
closes with trooper and girl singing 
the theme song. Waly. 


shoot 


Trapped in a Submarine 


British International 
and release. 
British 
men in 
week Jan 


Pictures production 
Made in co-operation with the 
Admiralty, with many regular navy 
the cast. At the Strand during 
30. Running time, 45 minutes. 

This merits the attention of every 
type of theatre. In addition to be- 
ing vivid and dramatic, it possesses 
an educational value and a logical 
side in connection witii the 
marine. 

That it was 
co-operation of the British 
alty is evidenced because 
thoroughness in military routine 
and because real seagoing nomen- 
clature substitutes the props often 
apparent in studio-made 
dealing with undersea ships. 

There is a realism, a 
and audience gripping sensation 
which makes the 45 minutes run- 
ning time seem far less. While pic- 
ture is being released as a short it 
is virtually feature length and ideal 
for double bills. 

One of the 


SUbD< 


the 
Admire 
of ts 


produced with 


subject 


suspense, 


most stirring se- 
quences is that dealing with the 
prow of a merchant ship. First the 
black funnels and long bow are 
shown at semi-closeup. Then, 
through the periscope, the hull is 
shown bearing directly into the 
sub’s side. 
While the audience is aware of 


approaching disaster the men inside 
the submersible are depicted at 
their individual jobs. A mechanical 
mishap is shown to be the reason 
for the collision. 

Opening vents gradually so that 
the pressure of the air and water 
will be equalized, the sub com- 
mander steps into the featured role. 
Around him is centered the atten- 
tion of the men. The trip up through 
the open hatch in lung gear is ex- 
cellently photographed. Waly. 


RONDE DES HEURES 


(‘Round of Hours’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Jacques Haik production. 





First Division 


release on this side. Stars Andre Bauge. 
Cast: Francine Mussey, Gilbert Savary, 
Paul Andral, George Trevilie, Pierre Ste- 
phen, Leon Belieres. Direction, Alexander 
Ryder, Story, Henry Falk. Dialogue, Louis 
a’Yvre. Music, J. Paris and Sylvanic. 


Lyrics, Louis d’'Yvre and Henry Falk. At 


the Fifth Ave. Playhouse, New York, on 
grind run, beginning Jan, 22, Running 
time, 85 mins, 


Lack of originality ought to curse 
this one, but it has a few things that 
ought to help it sell to Frenchman, 
One is the Andre Bauge name; other 
the mushy sentimentality. 

It's that story again of the great 
tenor who loses his voice. With it 
go his wife and daughter, and 
degenerates to a circus clown. Then 
he's invited to appear at a benefit at 


he 
ie 


the home of his rich in-laws. Une 
recognizable under his mask of 
makeup everything passes off okay 
until he sings a song, when his 
daughter recognizes him. And so 


back to great operatic heights for a 
finish, 


It's made even mushier here than 
usual, Average Frenchman owe 
ever, seem to like their sentimen- 
tality slapped on pretty thick, so it 
doesn’t matter until, and when, ate- 
tempted to sell to a foreign market, 

Bauge's voice is an exceptionally 
fine one and his acting is not bad, 
with the supporting cast fairly sate 


isfactory. Bauge is especially effece 


tive when singing a piece of Figaro 
from ‘Barber of Seville.’ 
Surprisingly at this stage of the 
game, the photography is very poor, 
altho sound is oka) Kaul, 
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ADVERTISE! 


Emma’ Will. Lead 
Balto. on $25,000: 































‘Emma’ More Than Trebles | mma” High 
Take in First Key City Run In Charlotte 


| Total $43,200 for 5 Theatres 


‘Emma,’ $11,000 in Cincy | 
On Holdover Wk.; Sturdy r 


Cincinnati, Feb. 1. 

‘emma’ in fortnight pull is stand« j; 
ing up impressively. Otherwise the 
week will be very quiet along the 
alto. Weather cold and clear. L 3 
Estimates for This Week i 


ro-"Qy (3,800; 35-75) Se 




























Day by day, the head-lines tell the story 
of Marie’s money mop-up! Get your ~*~ 
share! Mats illustrated below are draw- [1 weeks for ‘Emme | 


t 

*. t 
Portland, Jan. 25.—For the Dp 
r 

] 


Fimma” Take| ing the crowds. Write for them to |, Ses nniv,< 


| H) $ais ate tay, fone weeks 
Soars $7,500 | M-G-M Ad Dept. 1540 B’way, N. Y.C. |! Battista 
In Baltimore: 


Total $88,520 for 9 Theatres 


PortTLaAnp, Jan. 17.—M-G-M goaled 
the natives here with “Emma,” in the 
first key city run of the picture. The 
Marie Dressler vehicle more than 
trebled the gross of the United Artists 
garnering $10,200 on the week in a 
e which averages $3,000. . 4 





























~~. 


(Clippings reproduced from Motion 
Picture Daily and Variety) 


































Bartimore, Jan. 18.—The high 
gross for the week went to “Emma” {, 
at Loew's Stanley, where it was esti- 
moated that the box-office took in 
N€?.50 over aver 








$32,000 Week 
i For Good Old 
‘Emma’ at Chi 


Total $136,500 for 7 Theatres 















SMART PACE IN K. Cs 
EMMA’ WINS. $25,000 














Cuicaco, Jan. 22.—Grosses at local 
houses continued on the toboggan Jast 
week, the only signs of real excite- 
ment at the box-office being recorded ° 
im an enthusiastic mid-week opening 
at McVickers of Marie Dressler in 
3 “Emma.” . Unhampered by outstand- 























Off Another Record 


PortLanp, Jan. 8—First two da 
of “Emma” ‘at the United 0 days 





$20,500 Big 


For “Em” in 


ey “Cincy” House 
V2), ogy \ Em” Doubles | 
"; & Take in Third 
é, . Q 


Loy Portland Week 
MEepEST METRO. + 


om | Tot 
, ICANT RSHOLT otal $38,900 for § Theatres { 


—_— 































“ 99 

Emma” Starts on 
] * ss 
Clean-up in Ohio 
_ Akron, O., Jan. 17.—For the first 
in two’ years, Loew’s Theatre depart- 
ed from its split-week policy and held 
“Emma,” the latest Marie’ Dressler 
starring vehicle, for an entire week. 
“Emma” playéd to -double the aver 
age $ 1 , 
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2 separa trate costo nt 


Doubles Take 
Tn Kansas City 


Total $69,000 for 5 Theatres 





Don’t miss MARIE 


——| presi 














ece 





The masters 





' Kansas City, Jan. 18—Good old 
“Emma” 


ipts in the greatest picture of her career 

















Loew's ats 235 x 6 Cols. ye 
BELOW: cae 
160 x 3 Cols. WAPRYT 


essler Is — } 
Seattle Draw: 13,000 Year ‘Emma’ Beats Par by $8,000 | 


$16,000 Take High to “Em” || In Second Week in Frisco! 
. In Des Moines|}-——= —_ 
| Oklahoma City 


Gives $9,000 
To Leo’s ‘Em’ 


ar 



























irector Clarence BROWN 


The masterpiece of d 


with Richard CROMWELL + Jean HERSHOLT- Myrna LOY ¢ 
Story by FRANCES MARION 

AJdspestion and Diahogue by 9 Addinonal Dialogue by 
LEONARD PRASKINS ZELDA SEARS 


A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER Picture 





Total $54,500 for 6 Theatres 






























; a — 
Seams, Jan 17—Marie Dressler! 1° SF ma’? Is Sensation in Los 
ere by boosting the take of the Fox 
Angeles; Take Doubl 


ifth Avenue to $16,000 for an over- 
ge of $2,500. Other spots were 
vi 
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c——- Yearly Gross———, 


1. 766,479 .ccenece 


Total. $14,13 264 saacees %] 


veterans who grossed $630,545. 





Shrinking Mob 


(Six year summary of Central Casting Bureau business) 





Payroll Jobs Jobs Paycheck 
1926 $2,195,395. cescese 259,259 S28 ccccccccceccs SOS 
927 i> ks) ee 330,397 L ORG scsaccscsccce BO 
1928 2,469, Til ccccces 276,155 STD cecccnccccecs 8.04 
1929 2,401,429. cceccce 262,958 S40. cccvccesseces 9.13 
1930 3.466.013. cscecen 252,446 SOT ccccccctgeccee KITE 
1931 189,589 G06. .scccvcoagesse 9.02 


570.804 


Aver. $2,355,194. ccccccs 261,800 
*included in the six year total 


-—-— Daily Average-—~, 


SSG. ccccccecesese BHO 


are placements of 100,000 


war 








Stock 


Market 





(Continued from page 7) 


throughout the depression had been 


turning out the best average of 
product in the industry. Company 
paid in federal taxes only $09,191, 
compared to $165,246 for the 1930 


like quarter. 
Effect on Whole Group 
The logic of the situation was in- 
escapable. If Metro-Goldwyn with 
its quality release list had fallen off 
to such an extent, what must be the 
situation of other companies whose 


verage of output has been in and 
out? Also it became apparent that 
it was becoming increasingly diffi- 
cult for even the major units to get 
profitable returns on rentals for 
material of all grades. If M-G-M, 
for instance, only scraped past with 


its succession of what were regarded 
as money subjects, what may be ex- 
pected of Par-Pub,. and Warner 
Bros., the first of which cannot 
match Metro’s producing organiza- 
tion in the matter of average quality 


of product and the second of which 
has been disclosing something re- 
sembling weakness in its selling 


machine? 

Altogether it cast a gloomy shad- 
ow over the whole picture. Effect 
was immediately apparent in Loew, 
which owns Metro. Loew broke fur- 


ther through former resistance lev- 
els, touching a new low on the 
movement at 25% and staging a 


mild recovery apparently because on 
dips there did not seem to be much 
stock pressed for sale. For Loew 
the level of 26 had been picked as 
the line where resistance should de- 
velop if there was to be any 
gressive defense. Apparently it was 
not forthcoming, the stock’s sponsor 
being willing to let the price go by 
default at that critical level or being 
unable to hold it in safe ground. 
Disclosures of the M-G-M returns 
for what is normally its best quarter 
also carries with it foreboding for 
the future, since ordinarily there is 
to be expected a gradual tapering off 
in net from now until the dull sum- 
mer period. Statement carried the 
further inference that when Loew 
recently declared its usual $1 extra, 
knowing the declining profits of M- 
G-M, its subsidiary, it may have been 
for the purpose of ‘fronting’ while 
major interests got out from under, 
whether by hedge selling or outright 
liquidation. All this comes on top 
of the known adverse association 
with Fox and the disinclination of 
certain Loew officials to forego large 
bonuses, which must be a drain on 
resources. At any event the dis- 
closures that the steadiest money 
picture maker of the industry had 
fallen off sharply in net was cal- 
culated to discourage speculation on 
the bull side in the whole group, 
from which the ticker talent is lay- 
ing off carefully for the present. 
Warner Accounting Comedy 
It is the accepted procedure for 
those companies having the poorest 
Statements to publish them last and 
that proved true of both Metro and 


ag- 


Warners, the latter reporting for 
the quarter ending Nov. 28 a net 


loss of $1,848,868, compared to a de- 
ficit for the same quarter of the 
previous year of $1,576,412, suggest- 
ing in itself a progressive increase 
in red ink, 

A gag in the Warner statement 
Was the carrying to the ‘earned sur- 
Plus account’ a profit item of $1,- 
629,152 due to purchase for redemp- 
tion of $3,600,000 face. value .de- 
bentures and $252,775 face value of 


Subsidiaries’ funded debt. In othe 
words Warners bought its own 
bonds in the market at from 30 to 
ve», Say, and credited itself as profit 
With the difference between that 


Purchase price and par, obviously a 
bit of accountant legerdmain that 
means nothing in the intrinsic posi- 
Uon of the company. 

A bankrupt company like Com- 
bustion Engineering might as ap- 
Ppropriately have bought in its own 
Stock at a fraction of a dollar and 


on an entirely bookkeeping transac- 
tion tried to demonstrate its sol- 
ven We 
; That Par. Pool 
Paramount's reputed pool gave 


Ovidens 


‘e that 
weaken 


it was beginning to 
It's a tough spot for pools 
With the industrial averages already 
back to within almost 4 potnts of 
the absolute bottom of the bear mar- 
ket and all indications that, except 





for a possible technical rally in the 


next few weeks, likely to break 
through for new low levels. Two 
conspicuous cases in point are the 
cliques which have been working in 
Case and Aub n, both of which last 
week apparently were in precipitate 
retreat, 
Par. eased gradually last 


week to 
8 flat, low on the movement 

the January high, but t 
has bes and the 
made threateni 


it from 
retreat 
clique 


is ges- 


. 
stubborn 


has always 


tures as it backed away. Such a 
one was the sudden run up late 
Saturday of half a point while the 
rest of the amusements were slid- 
ing. 

The new Chicago crowd that is 
Supposed to be more or less domin- 
ant in Paramount are known as 


daring and determined operators 
but recent maneuvers sg}! est that 
they find their position not so much 


igs 


to their liking, especially since the 
retirement of Sidne Kent. Instead 
of seeming to invite short selling, 
they now appear anxious to dis- 
courage bear drives by feinting 
against the shorts at intervals. 
These are not the familiar tactics 


of confident clique managers, 
cularly working in 
thoroughly deflated as 

Roxy theatre 


parti- 
so 
Paramount. 
reported another 
deficit for 1931 at a stockholders 
meeting during the week, red 
amounting to $163,571. Statement 
was made that since S. L. (Roxy) 
Rothafel’s departure, his salary of 
$150,000 a year has been supplanted 
by an arrangement under which the 
rox Theatre Corp. receive 3% of 
all profits, but not to exceed $3,000 
a week, for managing the house, 
which, according to stockholders, 
it controfs. 

The A stock which is dealt in on 
the Counter Market has steadily 
declined until late last week it was 
quoted at 4 bid, a price which ecbvi- 
ously discounts discontinuance of 
the $3.50 annual djvidend. In the 
absence of dividends for two or 
more quarters the A stockholders 
are entitled to further representa- 
tion on the board, 

American Seating 
rives a considerable part of its rev- 
enue from theatre equipment, an- 
nounced, a deficit for 1931 of $706,- 
589 compared to a profit of $183,119 
for 1930, adding its jot to the gen- 
eral picture of gloom. 

Sudden activity in Columbia 
ceased as quickly as it began with 
no dealings reported in either issue 
last week. The previous week's 
burst of activity apparently was the 
result of the transfer of control 


stocks 


Co., which de- 





|} departments for singers and dancers, 
i scrapped the following year. 


Mobs’ Tough Year 


(Continued from page 1) 





able jobs to 606 a day, the scramble 
was intensified by swarms of new 
applicants. 

Besides the 17,000 people in Hol- 
lywood and Los Angeles who think 
of themselves as picture extras be- 
cause they are registered at Central 
Casting, hundreds of studio letouts | 





and unemployed from other indus- | 
. “er ° | 
tries joined the clamoring horde. | 


Many would-be recruits were armed | 
with influential recommendations 
that made the chances of the 
timers more precarious. 

Studio Placements 

Although Central Casting is main- 
tained jointly by the major studios, | 
individual lots did more of their 
own mob picking last year. Many 
studios, where departmental help 
had been cut to the bone, handed 
the extra checks to ex-employees 
when possible. This caused the ap- 
pearance of electricians, carpenters, 
clerks, stenos, and even some direc- 
tors as atmosphere, 

After developing a technique for 
that filled studio need: 
for (the had been 
operated independently iong before 
the producers took it over), Centra 
has been forced into a 
radical readjustments oi system 


old- 








mob casting 


years bureau 


series of | 


Musical Stampede 
Sound started it, requiring a tab 
on talking ability. Then in 1929 the 
musical stampede compelled special! 


In 1920 
the industry went crazy on foreign 
versions, and special files wer 
worked out on extras who spoke 
foreign languages. 





In 1931 the depression got around 


to pictures and added to the bu- 
reau’s work despite the 25% drop in | 
placements. Dave Allen, manage 


of Central Casting, indicates 
of the new angles in his annual re- | 
port: 


Somme 


| 

. | 

Routine 

. . | 

Studio letouts with letters re- 
questing registration. 














Weekly 1929 1930 1931 
1 day *($9.32).. 545 6517 401 
2 days ($18.64)... 280 237 155 
3 days ($27.96)... 84 68 5 
4 days ($37.28)... 20 11 
5 days ($46.60).. 1 1 1 


Total Regulars 930 834 619 





*Average weekly income of 
regular extras, based on aver- 
age daily wage in 1931. Aver- 
age in 1930 was 42c a day 
more; in 1929 it was 19c a day 
less. 











Increased phone calls from pan- 
icked regulars. 

Increased studio 
specific talent. 

Increased responsibility in dress- 


‘requests’ for 











Needy unemployed shunted to | 
pictures from social agencies. i: 

| 

Regulars | 

(Experienced extras averaging 

at least one day’s work weekly) 

| 

| 

Three-Year Census 





11 men over 15.00 





*eOeeeteereseeesseeeeene 








989 total placements grossing 





189,589 Paychecks to Extras 





Distributed as Follows 


$26.00... c0 00608 0esnaneneesedes ees 


Placements Size of Check 
48,543 men 

44.338 men T.50. ccccccccccccccccscceseses Sd2,000 
18,299 men 5.00. cecccocescosneveceucecece 91,495 
5.503 men 15.00. .cccccccceneseceseesooses 82,545 
2,646 men LZ.BO. cocccesseveeveceoececeeos 33,075 
543 men 3.00 WEETTUTETITILITT TT TT Te 1,629 
cceccevvecesececeunese 253 


28,544 women 2 a re ee oveeawneen $285,440 
20,578 women [0a cencee TWETTTTTTILLLTTT TT 154,335 
10,954 women 5.00. .ccccccsccccccccecccccsces 54,770 
1,625 women 15.00. cccccccceccseccccccsecece 4,375 
1,047 women 12.50. wcoccccsescecccceccoceses 13,088 
145 women b.00.. cccceccecesecccuccescenes 435 
4 women OVOP 15.00... covcocsdcceseceecesens 95 
EE Ee ee ee 
2.665 boys tk Eeorerrys et rPrerrrrrie ry; Te $13,325 
1,509 boys 2° eer ee ses eeovcccce 11,317 
184 boys 10 beveoncoce ‘ P $840 
6 boys ] SEC rre ce ° eve I U 

64 boys l 0 65046550055 3404506-00 ee 00 

15 boys 3.00 Pekecsanse eee - j 
14 boys BVOC. 30:00. sc0800 00888 sonesooves 420 
GET BOB. ccicvcess rv RUTETECET OE CLC Trier tt 
1,070 girls ih erry er ere rere rr er ee $5,350 
634 girls AOU hsb bods 64064606 000040006 60 4,755 
179 girls POO esse Cece ceceeuosececoense 1,790 
33 girls EULUG . ct bSvdb505b0e0R 0006080808 495 
15 girls SOV ses PTEPPELPEPILELTTrT yt 45 

6 girls eek GAO. c ciucetsoedessiciatsasens 300 

5 girls MOO 1 04odb nee eesrcsactiacemeees 62 
fo ae! ee Terres Teer Te Pee TT ee eT TT eee ee 


TOTAL MOB PAVROELL,. (.2 3. i000000sencesdassvencsses sae 


in 1931; 


Group Gross 
$485,430 


$1,026,962 


rrre st Te $1,604,784 
time... 161,695 





who can cover up 


sreenies 


top it, professionals fearing 
hemselves elbowed out of a liveli- 


hood made the casting office their 
Central Squawking Bureau. 
Low Pay 
How much livelihood there is in 


extra work is indicated by Central's 


records. Only 74 women and 144 
men averaged two days work a 
week last year. That meant a 


minimum of $18.64 a week for the 
lucky 218, and only 63 of them get- 
tine above that. 

With the 401 more who averaged 


| one day a week, that makes 35 out 
| of 


every 1,000 registered ‘extras’ 
working consistently. Table shows 
how extra work is declining as a 
profession: 
63% Men 

Men got 63% of all available mob 
jobs in 1931, taking the same pro- 
portion of the money. How the 
189,589 pay checks were distributed 
among men, women and children is 
detailed in a separate table. 

Children were used in pictures 
sparingly, only 15% of those called 
working more than 10 days the cn- 
tire year. 

Chinatown ig $56.617 richer, thanks 
to 5,187 pracements of Chinese in 
pictures last year. It was an un- 








stoc ‘ith the sale of Joe Brandt’s|ing inexperienced mobs with old- 
ate k wi rm a as S i : usual break for the Orientals, com- 
shares to Harry Cohn, + a 
pared to the $28,128 received by the 
Summary for week ending Saturday, Feb. 6: 3,525 Negro placements. 
Colored talent went into a sharp 
STOCK EXCHANGE neh a slump after three good years. Fig- 
i) 
ea SUSI SI : me Net che. | ures were: 
High, Low. Sales. Issue and rate, High. Low. Last. for wk. p 
) 15% on MUNOTERH MOR caccesccatcameces. of “iq % bi: Jobs ay 
1h 3: 900 Ce L; PT cacateasee occesecce 4% 3% 1928 P 9] 89,702 
18% 4-4 800 Consol. Film pfd. (2).cccccceeee 10 9% 9% —? * - ee eo = 804 
185% 73 15.200 Eastman Kodak (8)..cccccccsses 84% 17 17 2%, 19 eeeeeeeeee 2429 rt, 
38% 2 4,500 Fox. Class A..<csccs ceceseeoces 3% 3's 8 — kk 1! 3540000006... ee 76,524 
54% 1814, 169.250 Gen. Elec. (1.60). .cccccscccccess 20% 18% 1 —-% 1 3.525 28.128 
15% ly 3.900 Gen. The Eq. Receccce eovccece % % ™% , ae ar - Pare 
101%, 10 sssn (7). ceese eeseeeseeses 86 ee 16 bid Figures for colored and Chinese 
631g 23% 24,500 Loew (8)... 0; -seecees ttteeeeees ots 4 aru 7 are only partially included in tre 
98 56 att J pret Dad. cece weceseeesece 7) ‘ t- , setae 
1% 2 2.00 Madison Sq. Garden...cccscsssss 3% 8 3 : general totals of the bureau's work. 
27 15 400 Met-G-M pref. (1.89). .ssseeeeeee 21% 1 i fi - 2 | TI e majority in such mobs are re- 
50% gpa Means eerie ss) ae 8% .1%|cruited by native agents and paid 
2%, % mH) Pathe Exchange....e. TUTTI TT 4 1% 1% off elsewhere. 
8% 1% 2.00) Patil ( s A poset eesees 2% 2 2% 4 ph aa a 
27% ” 118,200 Radio Corp.ccccceccccesse osseee RM 7 74 + 
:. 2% 2,100 RKO, New. ..ccccscccvccccevce ee 5% 5% 5% — % 
92 “ ae MGM scdeietchbincsaens seasse % % + % ] of 527 D k 
57% 24 Te ul pre Rcenandeben 1 49 48 a% — % ar 
20% pata 16,000 Wa WS cs sscvcervece oe . Ye 3 3. . 
Oe M RI 120 Do ft Pvcssvaases ‘ . 23% 23% = ————— 
ot ye 2 i 2 23% 23% —%| . 
at, —_— os Bh onder elllis te we Denver, Feb. 8. 
ie CURB There are 527 theatres in the 
aie P Cele < os . 5 last TY er territory, of all kinds, of 
On 9 , wdhaiee : 4% last 165 are closed. Some 365 are 
&% 1 s I seneee 2 bs « a el nd equipped, with 36 of these 
ont Py 00 Ger L. Me, OO. Glib. cusecce 4 % % *|dark. A year ago only 278 had 
13% 1% 1,100 Technicolor ..csccscccceccce eae 2 1% 1% = %] sound. 
Eight of the 60 chain houses in 
cod BONDS } tl territory are closed, Fox-West 
— 2 $19,000 ¢ 7 Eq. ‘40... 00ers reese 5 px pF i Coast controlling all but 10, Publix 
F, ” © OH H ‘ Gorccccescocerce ° es id ™ 7 ‘ 
RX 4 00 Noreen eect 8% 2° 83% 41% | having these spots. 
68 59 “3.00K) 7 7 66 65 ns | epamemnaites a 
he 45 3. j } 1.ash 6s 47 . 75% ie to a { 
7 oT 6146'S, "BO... ccscccsces - 6 BM —2% | 
49 ST , ‘ wee eae ; Poa 2% last RCA’S JAN. 93 
oa <7 : , 00% ‘ . 
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40 25 JAE s) rnet rs P e rales 33 . ie , ? 1 4° ex Py 2 » 
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} ER MARKETS Soa 
ISSUES IN OTH N.Y | than for the same month in 1931. 
Over the Counter, N. Y. All installations were in theatres 
ry ages. aie R (3.50) oe = - lana for sound on film. 


the, 








New Stenching 
Plasue Puzzles 


Chi Film Sites 


Feb, 8. 
Exhibs are running around tear- 
ing their hair and phoning the police 
in trying to get some clue on a sud- 
den epidemic of bombing. 
Barrage has driven patrons out of 


Chicago, 


stench 


about 25 houses in the last 10 days, 


Theatre men, exchanges and the 
unions are unable to explain the 
odor bombs although several 
guesses have been aired, 


Hlouses are not restricted to class 
or kind, the bombs taking the toll 
at the 


and the indie house, both large and 


circuit neighborhood spots 


small. However, loop theatres have 
touched, 
One of the guesses for the bomb- 


the 


not been 


ings concerns parking spaces 
offered free by several neighborhood 
theatres to their patrons, guess be- 


irg that garage owners are taking 


the bomb method to display their 
dissatisfaction with the free park- 
ing scheme. But this idea doesn't 
hold water since many theatres 
which do not offer such parking 
space have also been recipients of 


the bombs and several loop houses, 
which offer free parking, haven't 
been touched by the pineapples. 


Another guess is that a faction 


of the union men, dissatisfied with 
some of the rulings of their own 
locals, are trying to force the issue 
by making it so tough on exhibitors 


that they'll .o to organization offie 
Is and ask to have the rulings 
rescind?-d 


( 
a 


Wagnon Sells Out 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. 


M. L. Markowitz has purchased 
the Davie theatre from Bill Wag- 
non. Morgan Walsh and Universal 
also in on a small end. 


Michael FE elbaurm. 65. uncle of 
the Warner Brothers, was critically 
injured here (2) at @ railroad crosse 
ing. Passenger train struck his car, 
inflicting a dangerous scalp wound 
and possibly internal injuries. 


Eichelbaum is a dealer. 


gern, 
scrap 


' 
bs 
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IN 1927 WARNER BROS. 
ANNOUNCED THE FIRST 
TALKING PICTURE .. . 
IN 1932 WARNER BROS. 


ANNOUNCE ..... 















GEORGE 


ARLISS 


THE MAN WHO 
PLAYED GOD 


A MODERN DRAMA FROM REAL LIFE 








3 
It brings a New Prestige to Motion Pictures 
* 


Thousands who haven’t been to your 
theatre in months will come to see it. 


The Eyes of the Industry are focused on the 
World Premiere Tomorrow Night at Warner Theatre, N. Y. 











BOOKED FOR IMMEDIATE 
SHOWINGS AT: . . 


Warner . ($2.00—Twice Daily)... New York 
Western (52.00—Twice Daily), Los Angeles 
United Artists. (Extended Run), .. Detroit 
Boyd .. (extended Run).... Philadelphia 
Metropolitan ‘extended Run) Washington 


BPO cicesse 9neeed codons Albany 
Capitol ..ccccccvcceccces Springfield 
Warner ..... cccccccceces Worcester 
Great Lakes ..........-.... Buffalo 
MOTOR cece ccves cocseseeee Syracuse 
State ..... cccccccccccccecss. Ithaca 
es Tee TTT T eseeee. Cincinnati 
WOME cn ceweddscsecedeceecs« Akron 
Strand oes eesoreere -+++. Hartford 
oo ere TYeTTTTiri Ter Easton 
Warner .....eeeeeee++.. Pittsburgh 
WOR? sccssecs Seb Ob66 44d Altoona 
WEOEIGR sccccccccccscce Jacksonville 
TAMPA .ccecccces pecccsessee 2AMpPA 
PUNE cosccecoucsvees: St. Petersburg 
BO. 0 6 sscctsvesssciss ss OS 
ok ee ee ee ee Memphis 
WE 56050 466640608 600% Milwaukee 
Ds eeasecsda bans New Orleans 
ae eeeesees Shreveport 
Paramount .......+++ee+++. Gulfport 
DT <cteserencdieadewaaen Biloxi 
ET \ sv cnaectswbleese suas Elmira 
DE 24s sedeeaseneeeben Newark 
ree ee Jersey City 
TD cs ¢eatheeieen bate ou Paterson 
MEUNUNE cco sbbesceeseesouss Passaic 
WORD sewses coccccesccccce Cleveland 
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Women's Federation Starts Move on 

















LOEW PRODUCTION 


“MAKE IT SNAPPY” Shea’s Reaction 








{ ___(Feb. 5), Paradise, New York 
ROY Eff ° ith m Buffalo, Feb. 8, . 
SEDLEY ective with || ..2-erste2<- | Balanced Bills and Cleaner Shorts 
friends,” are out hereafter at 
with all Shea-Publix houses here. 





Last week United Artists 


Miss ROSE MARIE & Mr. LOU MANN held a midnight showing of 


New Sales Season To clean up risque short subjects | short subject? Sometimes a double 








“Arrowsmith” at the Buffalo. and to have exhibitors balance pro- |feature program has one very food 

B E R i Ww 0 F F a nd _ Imagine Mike Shea's embar- grams to their way of thinking is|?'CtUre and one with a most ques- 
rassment when he entere h ’ > ; } tionable moral emphasis. What cat 

| Gabriel Hess, general counsel for n ntered the the hasis of « ( pha ha in 


campaign 


being | p. 
|launched nationally by 


theatre to find over 2,000 other- ve done about it?’ 
the General 


C 1 A H L 0 T wise perfectly good admissions 


; 
|the Hays Organization, in speaking 

















| se | Wedasintied ee I What They Want 
1 a a |of the numerous reports and ru- enjoying the picture gratis. deration of Women’s Clubs. Fed é ie 
nternational Dancing Stars | ; ‘Jeez’ re ked Shea. ‘It’ eration has a roster of clubs! The organization advocates as 
. : |mors concerning the new uniform | pes, TeMarked Snea, its claimed to represent 30,000,000 follows: 
H E C T 0 a | ‘ . many people as we show to all . a sears pp ; iam : hy} ° 
rs and voluntary arbitration days.” women and is instructing its com- One of the first problems faced 
A _— Ly A system, states that all distributors | mittees in all localities to make an| PY 4 local motion picture committee 
J 0 F - ’ Co ws ~~ 4s . . : ia lie > Ta 7 . . 
“Det TI ‘Ai d le Out" have approved the work of the 5-5-5 | issue of film programs with show- | is this one of unbalanced programs. 
el nat Airdale Out" committee and, so far as they are men. The committees are also be- | Many exhibitors term them bal- 
3 DODGE BROS. concerned, will see the same through ing told to work with the theatre etree ee oe p:ograms Offer 
Z , . , , -acc something y » r “OW 
Six Cylinder Speed | with the commencement of the new owner and whenever necessary to|/ Something for both the high brow 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“FROLICS OF 1932” 


— rw. New De 


(Feb. 5). 








GIRLS 


PASQUALI BROS. 


JOYCE COLES 


“The Dancing Charmer" 


CARLOS PETERSON 


“Gyrations Galore” 


NICHOLAS DAKS 


“Twists and Turns” 


Chester Hale’s Frolic Girls 


Chester Hale’s 5 
FROLICS OF 1932 





|the government. 
i|tributors to make it optional with 








A LOEW PRODUCTION 


Vaudeville Review 6th Edition 


(Feb. 5), Valencia, Jamaica 








BOB 


MURPHY 


with 


DICK and DOROTHY 





AL and RAY 


SAMUELS 


JOHNNY HYMAN 


“Word Magician" 
Dir.: re and Lyons 


DAVE TANNEN 
“Kookoo Komick”™ 





Dir.: Jos. Flaum—Thanks Earl Faber 





Chester Hale’s Vaudevili. %: 





——— ee 








A_LOEW PRODUCTION 


“STEPPING HIGH” 


————/ “eh. 8), Penn, Pittsburgh 





WM. and JOE 


MANDEL 


“Quict Please” 


Dir. : Bernard Burke; Jack Curti 


FLO MAYO 


“Walking back from an Airplane Ride” 


MILES and KOVER 


“Adagio Exotique” 
Dir.: Ned Dobson; Jerry Cargill 


“Dice Novelty” 
Copyrighted by 





CHESTER HALE’S 'STEPPING HIGH'’GIRLS 


Office 


Oflce 


LUCKY SEVEN TRIO 
EVANS—WE AVER—SAUNDER RS 
Conceived and 
Dick Saunders 


|} sales season. 


Hess, who represented Hays dur- 
ing all sessions of the 5-5-5, 


was reduced to the 2-2-2 so that 


matters could be expedited, declares 


that Allied and MPTOA representa- 
tives sitting during the 
have also affixed their 
approval to the 


signaturé 


work as it now 


| stands, 


That the new contract and arbi- 


tration method would already be in 


effect, had not the same been com- 


plicated by the legality query from 
is an 


the Department of Justice, 
assertion of the Hays counsel. At 
the same time, he emphasizes, the 
distributors are willing 
roundabout way now required by 
This requires dis- 


exhibs whether they use the private 
or uniform forms of contract start- 
ing with April of this year. 
Minimized 

Fact that the present Federal 
stand makes awards under the new 
arbitration unenforceable, except in 
a handful of small states where the 
courts recognize such decisions, is 
conceded by Hess to have minim- 
ized much of the importance which 
was formerly attached to the new 
methods. As a matter of fact, Hess 
declares, the present legal situation 
gives the exhibitors the break over 


ithe distributor. 


The boxoffice benefits by pro- 


ducer concessions under the terms 


of the 5-5-5 contract, in Hess’ 
opinion, while the distributors, who 
aimed to have these disputes back 
to a workable arbitral status, find 
themselves only on a conversational 
basis. 


T.0.C.C. Skeptical of 





Allied’s N. Y. Office 


That Allied Exhibitors is en- 
deavoring to thwart the state or- 
ganization of exhibitors which com- 
mences functioning next week, is the 
belief of some T. O. C. C. exhibitors 
around New York. 

A year ago, it is recalled, Allied 
made an effort to secure recruits in 
New York. 

Opening of Allied headquarters in 
Manhattan directly opposite that of 
the T. O. C. C. is responsible for the 
invasion talk. 


New Style Trailer 


A new style trailer is planned for 
launching by Supreme Screen Ser- 
vice whose heads include Michael 
J. Levinson, independent distributor, 
Abraham Wax, exhibitor, and Wil- 
liam Stoffman, advertising man. 

According to Wax his 
will not use any cuts from the fea- 


tures but will take the dialog and 


provide its own background through 
animation. 


which 


sessions 


-s of 


to go the 


company 














A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“GET GAY” 


(Feb. 8). _Palace, 





BERT 


FROHMAN 


“The Prince of Pep”’ 


Per. Man., Chas. rates 


THE GALENOS 


“An Athletic Touchdown’ 


Dir.: Chas. Yates 





MAUREEN RIO 


“Personality Girl” 
tr. * _Phil _ Tyrrell 


DUGAN and HADLEY 


“A Cycle of Modernistic Impressions” 


Dir.- Harry Pincus 


_ Washington, D. 





A LOEW PRODUCTION 


“WHIRLIGIGS” 


(Feb. 5) Canitel. New York 


4FLASH DEVILS 


S. W. WARREN Cc. Cc. GILL 
Cc. P. WADE Cc. A. BANKS 


“8 Feet of Flash” 


Per. Dir. Harry Re omm 


BARTE-~ARDEN 


Originators 
of Dance Ideas 
VIOLA , and “JERRY 


La VERNE 
Classical—C omedy—Dancers 
PAUL KEAST 
Dramatic Baritone 
Direction Lyons & Lyo 


sales 
j}has shifted Allen Usher, Milwaukee 
|branch manager, into Chicago with 


BILL DARKENS 
THEATRE 


Oakland, Feb. 8. 

An unexpected thrill was added 
to the presentation of ‘Franken- 
stein’ at the Roxie here when the 
film suddenly stopped and _ the 
house lights were extinguished. 

The Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company, testy because its bill had 
not been paid, had shut off the 
power. The audience was dismissed 
and the indie house is shut. 

This leaves United Artists with- 
out an outlet in Oakland. The re- 
leases go on the open market, 
with the State the only independ- 
ent exhibitor left in the first run 
class. 





Sunday Victory in Ky. 


Lexington, Ky., Feb. 8. 

A 30-day war waged on Sun- 
day stage shows by the Fayette 
county attorney apparently ended 
in victory for the Ada Meade the- 
atre this week when the Fayette 
grand jury failed to indict mem- 
bers of a stock company playing 
there, 

Sunday, for the first time aince 
the prosecutor opened his one-man 
war on Sunday ‘vaudeville’, as he 
termed the stage show, no arrests 
were made, 

The Sunday ‘blue law’ excepts 
work done on Sunday for charity, 
so after the first charges against 
Jacobs and Robert Allen, manager 
of the show. were dismissed, the 
theatre announced that 5% of Sun- 
day receipts would go to charity in 
the future, 

Sunday films have been shown 
here for years. A few attempts to 
close them several years ago failed 
because juries would not convict. 





Par-Pub Changes 


Dallas, Feb. 8. 


More shifts in P-P southwest 
division. 
P. K. Johnston, Par branch megr., 


succeeding Harry Sachs as booker. 
Sachs resigned, with no new con- 
nection slated so far. 

Cliff B. Stiff, former district man- 
ager, assigned to the ace lemon, 
Worth at Ft. Worth. 

Ray Beall, divisional p. a. for the 
class B string, taking over the two 
houses in /-bilene, Tex. 

Dick Potter, booker for Jefferson 
Amusement Co. of Beaumont, Tex. 
(P-P subsid) added to Johnston's 
staff, 





Accept Cut Offer 
Schenectady, Feb. 8. 
cut for stagehands and 
picture operators, granted to the- 
atres all over the country last 
summer and refused by W. M. 
Shirley, head of Farash Theatres 
Corp., because ‘business was good,’ 
has now been taken by that cor- 
poration. 
Agreement 


The 10% 


followed weeks of 


negotiations between the local 
unions, their international repre- 
i sentatives and the theatre cor- 
poration, 





Clark-Jim Kent Switch 
John D. Clark, western division 
chief at Paramount's office, 


Jim Kent, Chi exchange boss, given 


render suggestions which might be 
serviceable to the aims of the or- 
ganization as well as the general 
box office patronage. 

In its instructions to members the 
association is asking this question: 

‘Why do local exhibitors ruin a 
worthwhile feature with a poor 


Long Beach Pact 987, 
Effective as Brake 
To Exhibitor Evils 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

Banding together in an organiza- 
tion nearly four months ago, Long 
Beach exhibitors have practically 
purified the town of the evils of 
double billing, two for one admis- 
sions, gift nights, bargain hours 
and other come ons which are giv- 
ing distributors and showmen gray 


hair in other towns. Even pre- 
views have been cut ont, because 
some of the smaller exhibs said 
they were the same as double bills. 

Only an occasional breaking of 
the agreement has been committed 
from the time the Long Beach Ex- 
hibitors’ Association was formed. 
It took two weeks to get theatre 
owners working together since the 
group organized in October. There 
are 22 theatres here, every one a 
member. 

At the present time there is 
only one theatre, the Rialto, a small 
naborhooder, which is double bill- 
ing, and other exhibs are ignoring 
it. No other house has double 
billed since Christmas Eve. 

Exhibs are sticking by the agree- 
ment, although there are occasion- 
al kicks from various exhibs. Cohn, 
of the Stanley, a third run, is not 
in sympathy with the _ present 
agreement, although to date he has 
co-operated. 

Audiences are reported to have 
said they like the present arrange- 
ment. Sitting through one feature 
picture to wait for another they 
really came to see was a hardship, 
said some in referring to double 








billing. Also, they would usually 
come in during the middle of a 
feature and have to wait through 


the show to find out how it began. 

To help make audiences forget 
double bills, theatres have been 
running the names of all their 
shorts in the ads and in bigger 
type than usual, It’s to build up 
the non-feature end of the program. 

In Los Angeles itself every pos- 
sible form of cheapening admission 
is being tried from double bills, 
free tickets printed in shopping 
guides, ‘eye opener’ shows at a 
lower rate, ladies free at certain 
hours, script, two for ones, china 
and other gift give-aways and 
country store nights, triple bills 
and rock bottom admission prices 
for balcony trade. 

Bargaining has become go bad 
that even the bigger naborhoods, 
like the Fox-West Coast, Egyptian 
and Boulevard are forced doing it, 
and in a big way. 


Property Owners Fix 
Punch & Judy Debt 


ro, Feb. 8. 
Punch and 
local operators’ union 
has made a compromise settlement 
on its claims against the house. 
Louis Machat plans to add the spot 
to his present Cinema as a foreign 
film outlet. 

Hitch in the deal came when the 
inion tried to protect its interest, 
accruing from the Ascher Bros. 
operation of the house. Chicago 
College of Music, owner of the 
settlement 


Chicag 
Willing to see the 
Judy reopen, 


made the with 


and the low brow. They argue that, 
as both types make up an audience, 
each must be served. 

‘We realize that tastes differ and 
that all people do not enjoy the 
same thing. But we maintain th 


entertainment that leaves no bad 
after taste in what the majority of 
people want and should have. No 


program should be lowered ir tone 
to satisfy a moronic element. 

‘A local committee working in co- 
operation with an exhibitor is in a 
position to point this fact out to 
him and show him that his so-called 
balanced program is not a satisfac- 
tory solution for the program. In- 
dignant criticism alone will not 
bring results. Co-operation—and 
most exhibitors are happy to have 
it—together with the support of 
worthwhile programs, have brought 
results in many centers.’ 











FLORENCE 
ROGGE 


Mentor of the Roxy 
Versatile Ballet 


4th Year at the World’s Largest 
Theatre, 


The Roxy, New York 























3 satie with Fox New Engand 
Circuit as master of ceremonies 


“Good News” 1928 


OPEN FOR BOOKINGS 
AFTER MARCH Ist 
Tddntse 


FOX CAPITOL THEATRE 





property, 
the operators. 


lithe Milwaukee territory. Change is 
‘effective immediately. 


Chester Hale’s Whirligigs 














Chester Hale’s “Get Gay” Girls HARTFORD, CT. 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing 
and Where and Why 


Publicity Natural 

Timely indeed is F. & M.’s “Cherry 
Blossoms” Idea, as title denotes. 
Eno: Troupe, famous Japanese equi- 
librists, and Jue Fong, foremost 
Chinese tenor, in it along with Sun- 
kist Beauties as Geisha Girls. 
American slant and swell American 
dancing contributed by Dorothea, 
billed as America’s premier control 
dancer. Idea now at Fox Theatre, 
Spokane, Wash. 


Best Ever 

Some of the “Stars of Yesterday” 
went over to the Veterans’ Hospital 
at Rutland Heights, while that Idea 
was playing Springfield, Mass., with 
result that George T. Hood has this 
note from Miss Knott, senior recre- 
ational aide: “Thanks for an hour 
of happiness-that will linger long in 
the boys’ memories. Voted the best 
show we ever had. Our hats off to 
the ‘old timers.’ ” 


Cast Changes 


“Once Upon a Time” Idea now has 
Keith Wilbur and his astonishing 
interpretations. The dinosaur is 
still knocking ‘em cold. First time 
anything like that in Coast show at- 
traction. Pressler and Klaiss re- 
place Eddie Lambert in “Tintypes” 
Idea, at Paramount, Toledo. “Gobs 
of Joy in Bermuda,” with Pat West, 
all set for Los Angeles opening this 
Wednesday. 


——~ 


Aswell’s Lore 


James Aswell, Central Press ace, 
commenting on New York visit of 
Marco and Daughter Gloria and 
former’s reliance on kid’s show 
opinion, reveals that Patricia Zieg- 
feld is helpful to Zieggy in like 
capacity. <Aswell, who is said to 
have more theatrical legend at 
finger tips than any other Manhat- 
tan kolyumist, further reveals John 
Drew got costume tips from (then) 
little niece Ethel Barrymore. 


Tucson Opportunity 


Tucson (Ariz.) Daily Citizen prints 
@hat: “Fanchon and Marco Ideas 
are passing through Tucson every 
week en route to a Phoenix Thea- 
tre.” Citizen ought to find out, in 
our humble opinion, why Ideas must 
pass through Tucson instead of 
stopping off there. P’raps Citizen 
and Chamber of Commerce can do 
something about it. Suggestion of- 
fered free gratis: stage attractions 
mark “live” town. 


Singer’s 0. 0. 

On arrival Harry Singer from Los 
Angeles, Chicago American and Bal- 
aban & Katz officials closed F. & M. 
Talent Quest. Singer gave selections 
the once-over, arranged to send the 
best of them to F. & M. Hollywood 
studio for training and inclusion in 

Vorld’s Fair Idea. Lou Lipstone 

and the B. & K. Bills, Hollander and 
Pine, going to Coast to see com- 
pleted Idea. 


Jack’s Debut 


Jack Partington got on job at 
F. & M. Manhat office yesterday. 
Planning several novelty Ideas. 
His “Limehouse Nights” Idea got 
whale of send-off from press in 
Seattle last week. Partington, Phil 
Bloom and Bert Adler sitting in with 
Larry Conley and Warner officials at 
selections of Warner F. & M. Talent 
Quest, Stanley, Jersey City, promoted 
by Allen Glenn. 


This Freedom 

San Diego (Cal.) Union have one 
of those inquiring reporters who get 
local] reactions on topics of the day. 
One query was: “Who Are the 
Nicest People You Know?” and one 
George W. Crowley, New Plaza 
Hotel, said: “I never met a finer 
group of show girls than those in 
Fanchon and Marco’s ‘Chain’ Idea, 
practically all attend some church, 
come from best homes.’ Bob §&St. 
John, A. P., take notice, 


Praise Broadcast 


Atlanta Journal radio editor goes 
strong for Zelda Santley’s song im- 
personations over WSB. Kirk and 
Lawrence, playing with Miss Sant- 
levy in F. & M. “Vacation Days” 
Idea, also heard. WSB broadcasts 
Fanchon and Marco artists every 
Monday night, and the period is get- 
ting to be an Atlanta institution, 
eriginaliy promoted by Lionel H, 
Keene, Loew Southern exec, 
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EVIL || 
F. & M. Centralizes Showing Dates ) 
in New York City : 
For your convenience, Fanchon & Marco have : 
arranged for showings of your act in the ‘a 
Academy of Music and the Audubon Theatre, : 
playing a split-week policy to widely different ! 
types of audiences so that your act has every | 
chance to click. 3 
As far as possible, F. & M. will decide whether : 


or not to use your act on these two showings. | | 
Which saves you the expense, lost time and 
bother of an out-of-town date. 


That’s the kind of a deal you get from... 
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$50 INCOME AGENTS TO GO 





Kemp Heads WB 
Booking (Office; 
Meyers Resigns 





Walter Meyers handed in 
fesignation to Warner Bros. last 
week as head of the WB Artists’ 


Bureau. It becomes effective March 
1. Harold Kemp, the present War- 
mer first string vaudeville booker, 
moves up to Meyers’ position as 
head of all Warner stage booking 
in the east. 

Kemp will have charge of WB 
étage bookings in addition to the 
WB and FN picture casting handled 
by the New York end. As he in- 
tends remaining active on the ,aude 
books, :t is unlikely another major 
change will occur in the Warner 
office. Balance of the booking staff 
comprises Steve Trilling, who be- 
comes head booker, and Harry 
Mayer. Maxwell Arno takes care of 
the picture placements and probably 
will so continue, 

Meyers, formerly with the Wil- 
liam Morris agency, became War- 
ners’ booking head upon formation 
of the circuit’s own artist bureau 
two years ago. A short time ago 
the Warner vaude theatres were 
taken away from the RKO ex- 
change, by which they were booked 
for years. Kemp, who booked the 
Warner string in the Keith office, 
moved over with the theatres. 

Under Meyers the Warner bureau 
took second ranking among the 
principal vaudeville booking offices 
and lately, through an increase in 
stage playing time on the Warner 
circuit, the exchange commenced to 
pay for itself. 

Warners is spending around $50,- 
000 in salaries weekly for about 110 
acts in its 20 weeks of time. At its 
standarc commish rate of 5% for 
maintenance, the booking office’s in- 
come on vaudeville placements 
alone is said to be in the neighbor- 
hood of $2,500 a week. That more 
than takes care of the office over- 
head with the commissions on film 
talent bookings extra. 

Meyers has not made another 
connection as yet. He intends tak- 
ing a vacation after leaving the 
Warner office March 1. Until that 
time he remains in active charge. 


Theatre Depts. Will 
Delve Into Matter 
Of Bogus Benefits 


Second meeting within a week on 
the alleged benefit gyp evil was 
held yesterday morning (Monday) 
in Charlie Freeman's office on the 
RKO booking floor. Attending were 
Marvin Schenck, of Loew's; Walter 
Meyers, of Warners; Phil Bloom, of 
Fox-F. & M., Harry Hollander, of 
Publix, and Daniel Tuthill, of NBC. 
CBS was invited to send a delegate 
to the first meeting, held during 
the week, but failed to comply. 

Major circuit and network book- 
ing heads did not formulate definite 
plans for wiping out the phoney 
benefit racket but were reported in 
agreement that the matter could be 
more easily handled by their cir- 
cuits’ theatre operating depart- 
ments. - Due to the latters’ greater 
knowledge of local political prob- 
lems, etc., it is believed the theatre 
men are in a better position to de- 
termine the worthiness of benefit 
requests. 

It is claimed the current depres- 
sion has added fuel to the benefit 
thing by giving the promoters more 
reasons for running the fake charity 
shows. They are accused of bilk- 


his 








ing acts into working gratis for 
charitable causes that draw but a 
Small share of the net, with the 
largest part grabbed by the pro- 
) ers 
A suggestion at the RKO offi 
meetir ry ¢ it a committee of thre 
ing mer ehould be forme d to 
vestigate was tabled. The booker 
reported turning the midtte 
ver to their respective theatre de- 








DROPPING GIRL CRITICS 


RKO’s Private Scrutinizers Due to 
Exit March 1 


RKO’s undercover girl critics may 
be dropped March 1, both for the 
purpose of further cutting the cir- 
cuit’s overhead and on the grounds 
of having outlived their usefulness, 
if any. 

There are about 30 girls on the 
RKO payroll at $5 weekly for pri- 
vate critical reporting on shows and 
theatres. They have been in RKO’s 
employ around two years, 

James Turner, Hiram Brown’s 
assistant, installed this system, the 
women reporting direct to him on 
everything from acts to ushers’ con- 
duct, 


Lita ‘Just Couldn’t Be 
Disturbed,’ Burns Up 
Syracuse Newspapers 


Syracuse, Feb. 8. 

Lita Grey Chaplin found herself 
persona non grata to Syracuse 
newspapers after her arrival here 
Saturday (6) for a week at Keith’s. 
Mrs. Chaplin’s advent was heralded 
a day ahead by telegrams to local 
city desks advertising that report- 
ers and photographers could meet 
her at the train for an important 
story. 

The newsmen gathered and 
waited, but Mrs. Chaplin failed to 
show. Subsequent inquiries at her 
hotel disclosed first that the actress 
was at breakfast and could not be 
disturbed and later that she was 
resting and ditto. Result was the 
newsmen quit in disgust and there 
were no pictures in Saturday’s 
papers, while no cuts or interviews 
went into the Sunday editions, 

It took profuse apologies from 
Mrs. Chaplin’s personal p.a. to 
smooth matters over, It was ex- 
plained that railroad attaches had 
given the wrong arrival time in 
New York and that Mrs. Chaplin 
had made it a rule to be interviewed 
only at the train. 


NO PLAN SELECTED 
FOR ’32 NVA DRIVE 


Nothing accomplished in the way 
of drafting a plan for raising NVA 
funds this year by the manager-di- 
rectors last week. They were asked 
to submit plans and suggestions 
during the week, but none was 
known to have been delivered. 

In the past, when hat passing in 
the theatres prevailed, the NVA 
drives were usually held during 
March. If that date goes for this 
year, too, the NVA sponsors have 
less than a month to devise a col- 
lection system. Other than as a 
last resort, the plate passing among 
audiences is out of consideration 
this year. 

Meanwhile, shrinking NVA funds 
are being consumed at the rate of 
around $25,000 a month by the com- 
bined Saranac 
York social and charitable phases. 











Siegal to Arizona 

Al Siegal is breaking in a new 
piano player for Lillian Shade pre- 
paratory to his withdrawal from the 
act. 

Pianist-arranger-coach will n 
return to Connecticut this time. He 
will rest in Arizona. 





RUBIN HEALED AND OPENS 


His appendix out and the stitches 


healed, Benny Rubin goes into the 
Franklin, New York, tomorrow 
(Wednesday), to be followed by a 


week in Newark. 

No other dates set vet, with like! 
tubin may go in the run show at 
the Palace starting Feb. 27. 


Mullers Drop henge 
Los Ange 
Carl and Lil Muller have <¢ sed 
their restaurant on HIill street atter 
six years of operation. 
Former juggling act will leave 
New York shortiy and iry 


|New 


sanatorium and New 
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[RKO DEEMS ITSEL 
VER ON AGENT 


Base Rating on Comm. Col- 
lections for This Season— 
120 Agents on Booking 
Floor, or 3 Per Franchise 
—First Cut in Over 2 Yrs. 














40 MAY DROP 





Agents whose visible incomes av- 
erage less than $50 a week will be 
ordered off the RKO booking floor 
shortly in a drastic shake- up of 
the agency lists. It will be the first 
RKO house cleaning of agents in 
more than two years. The book- 
ing office is now checking collec- 
tions for the current season to de- 
termine the average weekly income 
of all agents. 

It is expected that results may 
eliminate as many as 40 act sales- 
men from the Palace building sixth 
floor. 

At present there are approxi- 
mately 120 agents with booking 
floor privileges working under fran- 
chises held by 44 office heads, or 
an average of about three agents 
per franchise. RKO plays around 
250 acts weekly on a full week basis 
and spends in the neighborhood of 
$180,000 a week for this talent. 
The agents as a whole share at the 


rate of 5%, or $9,000 a week. 
Were all the agents to share 


equally, the average income would 
be only $75. But as some agents 
have more acts working, the others 
receive considerably less. Some un- 
fortunate agents apparently work 
for nothing for weeks at a stretch 
if having no other means of sup- 
port than RKO bookings. 

RKO declares that in setting a 
minimum stop limit for agents it 
will be guided solely by commis- 
sions collected for the agents by 
the circuit. Whatever an agent re- 
ceives in extra commissions, or on 
outside bookings, will not be con- 
sidered. He must maintain an ac- 
tual weekly average on RKO book- 
ings alone of $50 a week or get off 
the floor, 

More Agents—Less Acts 


The number of agents now at- 
tempting to sell acts to RKO is as 
high if not higher than at any time 
in the past. In the face of this, 
the circuit is playing less acts than 
ever. Another cause for less in- 
come among the agents is a general 
reduction in salaries for the stand- 
ard acts and consequently a steep 
drop in commissions, 

Since Charlie Freeman became 
RKO booking head about a year 
and a half ago, the agents’ list has 
increased almot 25%. Prior to 
Freeman's inception as sole booking 
head in 1930, the RKO booking tri- 
umvirate of that time—Godfrey, Pi- 
azza and Freeman—ordered the last 
agency clean-up. The franchise 
holders were reduced to 30 and the 
total number of floor men 
90. 

Since that time 14 
franchises have been 

(Continued on page 
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issued and 
30) 
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Cancels Stage Dates 
Chic Sale was called back to th€}}yn Paramount also on a rotating 
Coast Feb. 8 immediately after] schedule, 
finishing his week at the Stanley Since he came east over two 
(WB), Pittsburgh. He will com-| years ago for hotel and radio play- 
mence work on a new Warner film.|ijng, Lombardo has _ consistently 
Sale was forced to cancel a week! turned down all stage offers. He 
at the Earle, Washington, where he| stated he was a radio name chiefly 
was to play concurrent \ d that a chance on a Broadway 
| Man Minick,’ } test pi stage would not be taken until he 
LS iwas re to leave New York, 
Revive DuFor Boys The Par date indicates a change 
Los Angels fet }of mind Lombardo, since his cur- | 
Harry Dul operating a dancing I €) i ment at the Roosevelt 
1 out here ‘fi r the } t two; )! New York, will extend | 
will revive the DuFor boys |th! t! winter and sy 
la formerly a etandard. Chuck |B A loing a CBS c i ? 
Walter will replace Dennis DufFor,;|©€4i in a itior v) ustaining net- } 
t aventing in New York. 1% 1 i t from the hotel 
| Act opens at the RKO Hill Street} For the latter, the Lombardo nar 
Feb, 13 
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mnues Its Probe on 


Bookers—Agents Shakedown: 
Police Guard Boston Office 





What Murphy Started 





Joe Laurie, Jr. was consid- 
erably puzzled at Loew’s Or- 
pheum, New York, last week 
by a couple of kids in the front 
row who kept trying to heckle 
him, The management finally 
ejected the youngsters. 

Three weeks ago the same 
kids got fresh with Bob Mur- 


phy, Murphy turning it into 
such a laugh he later slipped 
each lad $1, 

The kids have been trying 


to break up acts ever since. 


Prepare $18,000 
Palace Bill with 
Whiteman Added 


An $18,000 bill which for salary 
would top anything ever played at 
the RKO Palace, New York, is a 
possibility for a run booking com- 
mencing Feb. 27 in the event 














Marilyn Miller settles her contract | 


with Warner Bros. by that date, 


With Miss Miller in at $4,000, the 
other headline acts and _ their 
salaries will be the Paul Whiteman 
band at $7,500 and Benny Rubin 
and Jack Haley at $2,000 each. 
Remaining $2,500 would be divided 
between support turns. 

Miss Miller notified RKO that the 
Palace offer is acceptable, but she 
prefers to wait for definite word 
from Warners. She is attempting 
to work out a settlement of her 
WB contract. 

' For the two weeks between the 
current bill, which closes after this 
week, its fourth, and the Feb. 27 
probable run show, the Palace may 
play a lineup comprising Sophie 
Tucker, George Jessel, Jack Whit- 
ing and all or part of Marty For- 
kins’ all-colored Bill Robinson unit. 

Whiting, singing juve from legit 
musicals, is on a direct booking at 
$2,250. Tucker and Jessel were sub- 
mitted by Jack Curtis. On the 
Whiteman band RKO holds an op- 
tion with NEC's artist bureau. 


Lombardo at $6,000 
For Publix Replacing 
Nancy Carroll Feb. 12 


Guy Lombardo’s band will play 
the New York Paramount week of 
Feb. 12 at $6,000, set by William 
Morris. Booking is a replacement for 
Nancy Carroll, who notified Publix 
she is not prepared to g0 
with her proposed in per- 
on engagement. 

The band booking may be extend- 
ed to 10 weeks to take in the Brook- 





| tion 
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RKO’s New York booking office is 
continuing its private investigation 
of reports of shakedowns of agents 
and bookers by racketeers who mus- 
cled into vaudeville under the im- 
pression that it’s a cinch field. All 
information gathered this week will 
be turned over to the police, with 
the latter meanwhile working on ths 
Boston extortion case. 

While RKO inferred 
appearances Nat Sobel, 
RKO agent, was innocently 
plicated in Nick Jordan's 
shakedown attempt, 
fliction in Sobel's 


that 
New 


from 
York 

im- 
alleged 
a reported con- 
separate state 


ments to RKO and the New York 
police is being probed. 
When questioned by Detective 


rrizzi of the West 47th street sta- 
in the New York booking of- 
Sobel denied having previously 
advised Jack Connally of RKO that 
he (Sobel) was ‘strong-armed’ into 
authorizing Jordan to be his Boston 
representative, 

Sobel was also asked why he 
employed a Boston representative 
for his list of acts, since most of 
the important Boston bookings are 
consummated during Connally’s 
weekly trips to New York. No 
other RKO agent has a direct Bos- 
ton rep. 


Jordan, formerly with @ vaude- 
vile act known as Jordan and 
Thomas, according to Boston police, 
was working both for Sobel’s acts 
and himself, with the reported back- 
ing of a Boston mob, He threat- 
ened Doc Breed and Connally with 
violence on the mob’s behalf if 
they refused to hand over ‘tribute’ 
besides giving immediate bookings 
to Sobel’s list of acts. 


Sobel admitted giving Jordan 
permission to represent him in Bos- 
ton, but maintains complete ignor- 
ance of the violent method with 
which the former actor is charged. 
His dealings with Jordan were on 
a strictly business basis, he in- 
sists. 

That RKO is not fully satisfied 
with Sobel’s answer is apparent in 
its refusal to lift the booking floor 
ban placed on the agent until the 
case is completely sifted and So- 
bel’s status settled either way. 

So far the other RKO agents have 
not been subjected to official ques- 
tioning in regard to the reported 
extensive shakedown racketeering, 
But at a meeting last week in the 
booking office, the Boston affair 
was mentioned to those _ pres- 
lent. Latter included all agency 
heads and associates. The en- 
ltrance of hoodlum methods into 
|; vaudeville booking was called a 
| disgrace and a thorough investiga- 
tion, it was stated, will be made. 


an 
Ce, 








Feb. &. 
Following the arrest and indict- 
ment of Nick Jordan, former actor, 


Boston, 


last week, several threatening un- 
signed letters, described as black- 
hand notes, were received by Doe 
3reed and Jack Connally of the 
local RKO booking office. These 
have been turned over to the au- 


thorities, 
Boston police say that a member 








of the detective force was an eye- 
witness to Jordan's alleged extor- 
tion attempt. The detective was 
said to have been posing as a 
booker in the RKO office when 
Jordan allegedly made his threats 
to he gene and Breed. 
Bail as set at $25,000 when 
Jordan was arrested. The amount 
lw is raised to $50,000 following the 
‘ie ind jury indictment five days 
| later. Unable to ra bail 
money, Jordan is in jail while 
awaiting a hearing. 
When Connally made his reg- 
ir Monday booking trip to New 
| York the day after Jordan's ar- 
| re t, he was companied by a Bose 
ton } f As a result of the 
thre ng rs since then the 
enti I:<O bunch here is receiving 
; t J f protection, 
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-M Protecting Acts with Own * 
Show Theatres in New York City 





Currently the orly Fanchon ro 
Marco ‘show’ ‘ouses on the easter 
seaboard are the Academy of 
sic, on 14th street; the Audubon, 


at 165th street, in Manhattan 


the Crotona, in the Bronx. 


will continue as the on': theat 
will have to try out act 


F&M 
firm contemplates engaging. 

Mike Marco set the split 
while on his present trip. 


half of last week. 


s that miscellaneous agents 
misinforming 


nondescript house with 


atres at which Marco is doing view- 
Joe ar 
Jane Kenna is the first ‘show’ 
appearing at the Academy the last 


misguided by agents elsewhere 





the Academy 


Fox deluxers in New York now un- 
der operation by the Skouras 
Brothers. They are booked through 
the Fox-F&M booking offices. Re- 
cently they became a joint split 
week. At present they have a 
couple of single men as respective 
features, each remaining indefinitely 
and also alternating in the houses. 
Ed Lowry is one, an m.c., Who may 
be of aid to any act. Other is 
Russ Columbo, not a performer, but 
a recently freaked air singer. 


Crotona went to 10 acts this week | 


for the purpose of ‘showing’ pros- 
pective material for the two New 
York houses and subsequently the 
BF, & M. road units. 

F. & M’s New York office now 


books around 85% of all specialty | 


acts playing in the units, with fill- 
ins chiefly handled on the Coast 
along with the actual production 
and chorus training. 











_ (Week Feb. 13), RKO, St. Paul, 





EDITH BOW 


Songs by Jean Paurel 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 7 RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT | 


VERNON RATHBURN BURY, FU FOLLIES 


“The Prince of Rhythm” 
AND HIS SAX-0-TETTE 


(Dir, Harry Ward—} Max _Gordon) | . ‘tion of ‘Harry A. 


WILL ; and GLADYS AHERN 


“Arizona’s Fun 
(Direction | of _Milton_ Lewis) _ 


With Her “MAN TROUBLE” 


(Direction of Lee Stewart) 





ideville’s Popular 


THE DANCING ADAMS HEALY and CROSS 


“Tripping the Gay Fantastic” 


(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) (Direction of Charles H. 








DOCTOR 


SINCE 1889 


gi rae 
HAVEL 


“Hot Water”—By H. C. Greene 
With Helen Lockhart, 
$ Bud Williamson 

ir. Jess Freeman—Chas, 


ROCKWELL 


MAKER OF FINE CIGAR ASHES 


Denise Dooley 
(Direction of Harry Fitzgerald) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 84 
(Week Feb. 13), 8 Syracuse, _Wew York 


MADELINE PATRICE 


Protege of the Late Enrico Caruso 
_ (Direction of Morris & Oz) 





The Mirth Provoke rs 
of a Nation! 


OLSEN 


and 


JOHNSON 


“ATROCITIES OF 1932” 


22 Nuts of All Kinds 
All With One Idea and One Purpose 
— To Make You Laugh— 
BATA and BESSIE KAPPLE 
“Two Beautiful Dancing Singers” 
The Eight Miss-takes 
“Nestling in a Bouquet of Idiots” 
With Moore and Shy, Geo. Moore, 
Joe Perry, Sidney Gibson, Gibson, 
Gibson, Gibson, Gibson and Gibson 
Also “‘Speedy’’ Paterson 
And Sundry Nuts—too 
Numerous to Mention!! 
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(Week Feb. 6), RKO, St. Paul, Minn. 








with ADELITA TATALI 


‘THE AVALONS 
A Thrill a Second 
Jackson & Jeff Davis) 


HAZEL MANGEAN’S GIRLS 


4 SPEEDS—AND NO BRAKES 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 








with 
JACK WALSH 





FRED KEATING 


In Spite of 


HAL NIEMAN 


“The Vagabond Rover” 
(Dir. of John Hickey-Jack Curtis) 


DONATELLA BROTHERS 


HOWARD--FINE--HOWARD 


“THE THREE LOST SOLES” 





(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 


THE DECEITFUL ENTERTAINER 


“Wait and See” 
(Dir. of Jeff Davis & Billy Jackson) 


“The Great Alexander” 


(Dir. Chas. H. Allen—M. S. Bentham) 








ADELAIDE 
H ALL 


CLARA BARRY 
ORVAL WHITLEGE 


“He Doesn’t Know the Music and 
She Doesn’t Know the Words” 


of Thomas J. Fitzpatrick) 


‘The Crooning Blackbird’ 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 83 
(Week Feb. 13), RKO, Rochester, New York 


ROSETTE and LUTTMAN 


In “Dance Stories” 
With GRACE & BEATRICE WYLIE 
(Dir. of Max Tishman, Plunkett office) 


Bud Harris—(Dir. of Geo. Godfrey) 


DE VITO 
and DENNY 


with 


DOT STEVENS 
n “Lady Harrower's Reception” 


(Direction of Chas. Wilshin) 


LITA GREY 
CHAPLIN 


“The Charming Chantress” 


Personal Mgt. Nicholas Gyory 
(Booked by Weber-Simon) 























RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 7 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 74 . 13), Milwaukee, Wis, 


(Week Feb. 12), RKO, Spokane, Wash. 








BOB STICKNEY 
With LILLIAN AYLIN 
in “UP A TREE” 
(Direction of Harry | Fitzgerald) 





(Direction of Jack Curtis) 





CHAPPELLE - CARLTON 


“On the Stairway” 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 


KRUGEL— ROBLES 


in 
‘DRUNK AGAIN’ 
(Direction of O. L. Oz—Morris & Oz) 





MAKER and REDFORD 
“The Ber Bender’’ 





OF 1932 


(Direction of Weeden-Schultz) 





THE WORLD FAMOUS 


SINGER’S 
MIDGETS 


DON RUIZ and BONITA 


The South American Dancers 


With Sultana and Vivera 
Marie Patri—At the Piano 


(Direction of Harry A. Romm) 


FRANK 
LIBUSE 


of American Nuts 
with Myrtle Lansing 


Jesse H. Martin) 





(Personal Mer., 





RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 82 
(Week Feb. (3), 105th St., Cleveland, Ohio 


GLORY E. LEE 


and 


HARRIS TWINS 


TWO JACKS AND A QUEEN OF PEP 
(Direction of Sam Shannon) 


VIC OLIVER 


Europe’s Gift to America 
with MARGOT CRANGLE 


(Direction of Phil Offin) 


CASS, MACK and OWEN 
“On the Up and Up” 


(Direction of Sam Tishman) 


NAN 
HALPERIN 


Tells You About Women Here, 
There and Everywhere 


(Direction of Jack Weiner) 




















(Week Feb. 13), RKO, Vancouver, 


RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 73 RKO VAUDEVILLE 





FORTUNELLO and CIRILLINO 
“The Happy Hooligans” 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


THE ORANTOS — 


w orld’ s- Only- Double-Perch-Act 





Jack Weiner) 


MARTHA. MORTON 


Darling of the 4 Mortons 


and EDDIE PARKS 


The Slick Soap Salesman 


HOPE VERNON 


“Singer of Romance” 
(Direction of Jack Weiner) 








Meet 


Jean Carroll 


(Direction of Thos. 
An Artistic Idea . From Paris 
“LIVING JEWELRY” 


with HOOVER and CAMP 


Stanley Simmons 
rection of Chas, } 


MARTY MAY 


Friend cf Thotsands, Annoyed by 


(Direction ot Chas. Morrison) 








with 


Marty May 


Beautiful Sailorettes 





ANATOLE FRIEDLAND’S 


SHOW BOAT” ZELAYA 


The Philosophical Pianist 


(Direction of Weber-Simon) 


Jean Carrol! and a supporting cast. 
composed of a shipload of Anatole’s 














(Direction of Chas. Morrison) 
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RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 81 
_ (Week Feb. 6), '05th St., Cleveland, Ohio 


ANN ROTH jievesencasive 
JOY FINLEY fn", 
Dance MARY DUNCKLEY 





WALTER (Mouse) POWELL 


Bénny’s Bad Boy and 


“REDO” PEPPER 


The Cayenne Comedian 





The Three Playboys 


DENNY LYNCH 
MYRL ALDERMAN 
RAY EHRHART 


The Ultimate in Harmony 


BENNY | 
MEROFF 


and His Famous Orchestra 


Personal Mgr. George Wood 
(Dir. Bill McCaffery-Leo Fitzgerald) 

















F. & M. Is Entangled 


In Act-Agent Wrangle 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Fanchon & Marco was last week 
shoved into the legal tussle involv- 
ing Nicholas Agneta, New York 
agent, and Sherry Frayne and Gene 
Sheldon, one of the present F.&M. 
acts. Municipal court here has is- 
sued a conditional judgment for 


$110.10 against F.&M., for failing to} 


hold up that amount from the sal- 
ary of the act when it played here 
at the Publix-B.&K. Tivoli some 
weeks aro 

Agneta sued the act for the $110, 
claiming tnat, having agreed to be 
guarantor for Miss Frayne when 
she purchased a gown in the east 
on the charge plan, he was forced 


ito pay that sum when Miss Frayne 


left town. 


0’ Neal Girls East 


Zelma and Saiteie e O'Neal are 
back in New York prepared to re- 


peat their sister act, or appear in a 


miniature vaude production of 
‘Good News’ with Gus Shy. Weber- 
Simon agency is handling the 
sisters. 

Bernice O'Neal is the wife of Sam 
Tishman, the agent. It is said the 
O’Neal girls wired Tishman from 
the Coast asking what their chances 
were in the east. Tishman answered 
very good, whereupon the _ girls 
asked for transportation. Tishman 
neglected to reply, from the account, 
which explains the Weber-Simon 
agency connection, 


Commish Argument 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 
While working at the Frolics cafe 
here the act of Lafayette and La- 
verne last week drew an attach- 
ment writ for $150 on the order of 
A. S. Baum, who claims the coin 
due as his commission on dates 
played by the act at the Loop-End 
theatre and the Frolics. 
jaum has a 10% mutual-agree- 
ment contract with the act. 








——==. 
Harvard Is Full Owner 
Of Keith, Philadelphia 


Cambridge, Mass., Feb. 8. 
Harvard, the college, has become 
the sole owner of the Keith theatry 
on Chestnut street, Philadelphia, 
This was revealed by announcement 
of the recording of a deed covering 


the transaction. 


After the death of B. F. Keith in 
1912, the Philadelphia property 
passed to his son, A. Paul Keith 


who died in 1918. 

A large part of the latter’s es. 
tate was bequeathed to Harvard 
and Cardinal O'Connell of Boston, 
Later Harvard acquired the Cardi- 
nal’s interest. The deed just ree 
corded gives the se full title, 


CROSBY TO BROOKLYN 


Bing Crosby shifts from the New 
York Paramount to the Brooklyn 
Paramount Friday (12). 

Crosby will remain at the Brooke 
lyn house indefinitely. 


Gert McDonald at Palace 

Gertrude McDonald of the legit 
musical stage, plays the Palace, 
New York, next week (13) as Jack 
Whiting’s partner. 

Whiting probably will work 
through the bill as m.c. in addition 
to the turn with Miss McDonald. 








Fine Original Photographs 
With Ideas for Publicity and Lobby Use 
Made by Photographic Artist 
of Repute 


YOU WILL PROFIT 


by Getting Prices from Us Before 
Placing Your Order Elsewhere 
Phone or Write for Appointment 





Inc 
212 West 48th St. 
NEW YORK 
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COLUMBO ON STRAIGHT 
PERCENTAGE TERMS 


Straight percentage terms only 
have been given Russ Columbo, the 
radio singer, for his current split 
week engagement for the Skourases 
at the Academy and Audubon, New 
York. Columbe splits evenly on all 
grosses above the overhead of each 
theatre. 





Columbo is at the split week for! 


four weeks with an option. Alter- 
nating at the two houses on either 
half, the other continuing 
feature is Ed Lowry. 

Unusual for an attraction in a 
variety theatre not to request a 
guarantee when playing on a per- 
centage. Columbo’s reps and him- 
self are said to have been so con- 
fident of his drawing power no 
guarantee was asked. Columbo's 
last and recent engagement was a 
run at the Paramount, Brooklyn, 
costing the house around $3,500 a 
week. He is not reported to have 
drawn unusual business and is said 
to have been asked by the theatre 
to cut his stage salary $1,500. It’s 
not known whether the freak radio 
singer, who is not a performer, re- 
duced his salary. 

Columbo is of the Bing Crosby 
flash in the pan style of ether ex- 
haler. Both singers came east from 
the Coast. 


Denver In, Columbus 
Out; Intact Now 25), 


After a brief attempt with vaude- 
ville, Palace, Columbus, O., dropped 
out of the RKO intact route Satur- 
day (6). Columbus joined the in- 


tact swing Dec. 26, playing a full 
week. 


single 





On the route between Cleveland 
and Dayton, an open week results 
from the drop out, Discounting 


Columbus and adding Denver, open- 


ing Thursday (11), the intact route 
Stands at 2514 weeks. 








JIMMY MYRTLE 


CONLIN and GLASS 


! Enroute RKO 


Direction, TOM. J. FITZPATRICK 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 
New York City 


208-210 So. 8th Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Subway connection to all theatres 
110 rooms newly remodelled 
Rates positively lowest in Phila, 


Double (with bath). ...$12.00 
Three in room....... se 36. 














BOBBY MAY 


“Doing Something New” 
With JOE HOLMES 


Edw. 8. Keller ouR-K-O 

















Hitch Hike String 





‘Hop, Skip and Jump Circuit’ 
is the new monicker slapped 
on the western time booked by 
Willie Berger in the RKO of- 
fice, 

Idea, according to the agents, 
is that for acts not caring for 
expensive train rides, the gaps 
between engagements are fa- 
vorable for hitch hikes. 











WB Enright and Harris 
In Pitt Dropping Vaude 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Two more picture houses here 
will go off the WB vaude books the 
end of this week when the Enright 
and Harris revert to straight pic- 
tures. Enright has been playing 
five acts on a split with five acts 
also at the Harris, though on a full 
week, 


Enright will continue on a split 
week policy with second run pic- 
tures, the Harris on a first run 
weekly change basis. 

F-M Activity 
Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
M. D. Howe, of Fanchon & 
Marco, left here Feb. 3 for New 


York and will stop off at eight spots 
on the way. Arrives in Manhattan 
Feb. 13 and remains east to buy 
talent until relieved by Marco. 

Rolfe Newman is the new com- 
pany manager for ‘Five Races,’ and 
I. W. Hope takes out ‘Cleanup’ unit, 
for which special music and lyrics 
were written by Harry Stoddart 
and Maury Klauber. 

Glenn and Jenkins go into ‘Five 
Races’ at San Jose, repiacing Jim- 
my Hadreas, who is now in ‘Clean- 
up.” Kikuta Japs join the ‘Aloah’ 
Idea in Chicago. 

Gold and Raye and the Five Lee- 


lands spotted in ‘Chains’ at San 
Francisco. Larry Ceballos jumped 
to Butte, Mont., to whip ‘Swiss 


Movements’ into shape and is add- 





ing Wilfred DuBois and Joseph 
| Pope Jones to the cast. 





Timberg’s Billing 
Washington, Ieb. 8. 

Herman Timberg refused to open 
at Warner’s Earle Saturday (6), 
when the theatre declined to change 
his billing. Timberg insisted on the 
top line, but the house split the 
billing between Timberg and Barto 
and Mann. 

Monica and Ann Skelly were sent 
down from New York to replace 
Timberg. 





Coast Bands Out 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Fox west coast has given notice 





to stagebands at the Boulevard, 
where policy was only a mild box- 
office stimulus under Rube Wolf, 
and at the Egyptian where Al 
Kvale was brought on a month ago 
irom Chicago. Future policies in 
| houses are indefinite. 





Camel's $9,000 
| And S for 
7 RKO Whs. 


| Seven weeks of RKO time has 
been laid out for the Camel period 
which opens Feb. 19 at St. Louis 
Upon the completition of the RKO 
bookings, the Camel period will play 
a week at Fred 
Keith’s Baltimore, an indie house 
and probably three for Warners. 

CBS’ arrangement with RKO, 
also for the Warner and indie 
houses, calls for a weekly guarantee 
of $9,000 with CBS to share 50-50 
on everything above average gross, 
plus the guarantee, 

The RKO route for the Camel 
period will include Cincinnati, Chi- 
cago, Cleveland, Detroit, Albany and 
Boston, besides St. Louis. 

The Camel layout, which includes 
Morton Downey, Tony Wons and a 
16-piece band under direction of 
Jacques Renard, will do a 40-minute 
act instead of the 60 minutes orig- 
inally intended. Two additional acts 
will be booked with the radio unit 
by RKO. 

Warner is negotiating for the ra- 
dio unit for Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh and Washington. Unit will 
not play these three cities for RKO, 
due to latter circuit net having the- 
atres large enough to play the ether 
unit. 

Difficulty which CBS had with 
the unions in the cities where RKO 
will play the Camel unit, due to 
some locals insisting that an equal 
number of its musicians be paid 
union scale during the broadcasts 
from their towns, has been ironed 
out. CBS will not have to take care 
of any local musicians for the 
broadcasts with the exception of 
one city. 

Innis Harris, of the Erwin, Wasey 
advertising agency, will be sent 
ahead of the period on publicity. 

Camel people will be expected, 
under intentions, to spend around 
$20,000 in towns played with a view 
to building up intake for both them- 
selves, under the percentage book- 
ing, as well as the theatres. 

The cig company is also consid- 
ering a special sound trailer for use 
by the Camel Hour act at the sug- 
gestion of RKO. It will be the most 
expensive trailer ever used by any 
vaude attraction. 


SONG TEAM’S ACT 
L. Wolfe Gilbert and Abner Sil- 
ver, songwriting team, open for 


Loew’s Feb. 13 at the Orpheum, 
New York. 


Schanberger's | 








RKO’s L.A.-Frisco Film 
House Dates for Acts 


Opening dates for RKO’s Los An- 
zeles and San Francisco picture 
house stage bookings are Feb. 19 
for the Duke Ellington band at the 


Orpheum, Frisco, March 11, for 
Thurston at the Orpheum, L. A.., 
and April 4 for Ted Lewis in L. A. 
All three will play three weeks in 
each town on a guarantee and per- 
entage basis. 

The Lewis and Ellington band 
ruarantees will be $5,000, and 
Thurston's $4,500. 





ST. LOUIS FILM HOUSES’ 
STAGE NAME FEVER 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. 
The Fox and Ambassador, film 
houses, have caught the stage name 


fever, 





Ambassador (Publix) has Pola 


|; Negri in person this week and Jean 


} 


Harlow 


on the way. Fox has Jack 
Halezy and Blossom Seeley on cur- 
rent week’s bill with Ben Lyon and 
| Gladys Baxter booked next week, 
Also, Ruth Etting and Eddie Pea- 
body to follow. 
Reeves Espy, of the Ambassador, 
was in Chicago last week conferring 
with the William Morris agency on 


William Morris office, which sug- 
gested the policy to RKO’s operat- 
ng department, along with the 
three attractions, will split commis- 
sions with the acts’ regular RKO 


representatives. 
& Oz 
netska 
Morrison 


These are Morris 
(Ellington), Richards & Le- 
(Thurston), and Charlie 
(Lewis). 





Ohio Sunday Acts 


Steubenville, O., Feb. 8. 
New Publix Paramount here has 
urated a vaudfilm policy for 
Sundays in opposition to the War- 
ner Capitol. House is using four 
RKO acts from the Sheridan Square 
in Pittsburgh, where they are com- 


inaug 


pelled to lay off Sundays. Rex, an- 
other film house here, has also 
started independent stage shows 


Sundays, 





Youngstown, O., Feb. 8. 


Hippodrome, for many years bur- 
lesque and tab house, and now 
films, takes on Sunday vaudeville. 
Five acts at 25 cents top. 

House is first opposition to the 
RKO Palace, only other stage show 
in town. 





— 


. 

Denver’s Dual Premier 

Denver, Feb. 8. 

New 2,800-seat Orpheum, that 
Denver has waited for so long, will 
open Thursday (11) with ‘Peach o’ 
Reno’ (Radio) and RKO _ vaude. 
Nick Lucas headlines the vaude 
end. 

Two shows will be given opening 
night proceeds from opening show 
to be given to the local unemploy- 
ment committee. 
Prices thereafter will be 25-40 
and 65. 


65c. 


Felix’s F&M Unit 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Fanchon & Marco booked the fol- 
lowing for ‘Cleanup’ Idea: Mills & 
Shea, the Rythmettes, Alexander 
Callan and Vera, Sylvia and Ruth. 
Seymour Felix is staging. It’s the 
ex-Fox director’s initial unit for 





F&M. 


other name acts. 


ee 


Opposish Brings Competish 


Glens Falls, N. Y., Feb. 8. 

Empire, an independent house, is 
playing last half vaudeville, 
five acts, following 
brought to the local 
recent opening of the 
new Publix house. 

Empire formerly booked by RKO 
out of New York, is being present- 
ly handled through the RKO Boston 
office. 


using 

opposition 
sector with 
Paramount, 


RED BANK SPLIT 

An independent in Red Bank, N. 
J., is restoring vaudeville after two 
years. Publix, which went into 
Asbury Park and Perth Amboy, 
considered acts also for Red Bank, 
it is said, at that time (December). 

Herbert Schusterman, operating 
the Strand, inaugurated four-act 
bills each half Saturday (Jan. 30). 
Since he played vaude, Publix en- 
tered the town through takeover of 
the Walter Reade chain. 

A. & B. Dow is booking the india, 
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RKO INTACT NO. 64 





“ON THE HOME STRETCH” 














ADA BROWN 


Direction—MARTY FORKINS 
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: ; HERE THEY ARE! am 
4 GOLD-DIGGERS WHO (AME 
TO HAVE THEIR 4 





AS ZOE AKINS' PLAYTT | 
Gloriously Presented by ROARING FOR A YEAR 


SAMUEL BEEN PUBLICIZED TO 
GOLDWYN NEWSPAPERS, FROM THE : 


who gave you “WHOOPEE”, “PALMY DAYS” AIR! HERE’S THE MOST a 
“STREET SCENE” and “ARROWSMITH”’ | 
| IN THE WORLD. ShOW 
Directed by LOWELL SHERMAN OR 
WORD FOR IT-‘ 
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EE THOSE THREE FAMOUS 


10 (AME TO BROADWAY [ae 
2 IREAKS” RE-LINED 


KS HAD A 
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PLAY IT HAD BROADWAY | 
| Every woman in America has read 
YEARit AS A PHRASE IT’S about thegorgeous gowns created 


| especially for this production by 
ZEDTO MILLIONS IN 

| CHANEL of PARIS! 
OM THE STAGE, OVER THE 


Every man in the world has heard 


Most ADVERTISED TITLE about these three Lorelels who 
SMOWMEN HAVE A 


STARTED OUT AS WORKING GIRLS. 
BUT ENDED WORKING MEN! 
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POLA NEGRI 

Playlet ’ 

5 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Oriental, Chicago 


What can a dramatic actress, who 
is seen regularly in full length ve- 
hicles, do in a short personal-ap- 
pearance showing? Most perform- 
ers have, in the past, failed to fully 
impress audiences with their real 
abilities when forced to accept such 
basic handicaps. Most of them have 
been content to put on a fancy 
gown, smile and tell the audience 
how thrilled they were to meet 
their public face to face, 

This was okay for the first dozen 
or so that stepped off the screen 
to the stage, but that simple, effort- 
less scheme can no longer hold. 

Pola Negri is now demonstrating 
the newest idea in personals in a 
five-minute showing in a presenta- 
tion house. Other screen personali- 
ties, in their stage showing, will 
likely follow the model here inno- 
vated. 

In her five minutes, Miss Negri 
gets an opportunity to show off 
each of her separate talents, her 
face, her clothes, her pipes, histri- 
onics and s. a. It’s a skillful bit of 
writing and a neat piece of han- 
dling. 

As scripted by Jack Lait, the 
Polish lady is cast as a Montmartre 
femme, down at present with a 
busted heart. Her entrance, through 
an impressionistic doorway -and 
down a flight of stairs, gives the 
performer a solid chance for a re- 
ception pose that looks genuine and 
natural, 

She then runs into a short solilo- 
quy, tossing off a few proverbs 
about the monumental passion and 
drifts immediately into a love tune 
that gives her the opening for the 
warbling display. The man in the 
act enters and the turn gets down 
to actual business. There’s a verbal 
tussle and an attempt at reconcilia- 
tion, but it doesn’t work and he gets 
going, leaving the leading lady do- 
ing an exit with a dramatic Pag- 
liacci laugh. 

Miss Negri handles the lines neat- 
ly, though her voice, untried to the 
footlights, was a bit too low at her 
opening session. This is easily cor- 





rected. Gold. 
LOG CABIN FOUR 
Songs 
11 Mins.; One = 
State 
Advance stuff on this colored 


quartet stated the Mills Bros. were 
not the originals in their novelty 
vocal line, but the Log Cabin Four 
was. Only the Mills boys got to 
New York first. That may be and 
it may not; the important fact is 
that if having lifted the Log Cabin 
Four’s idea, the Mills Bros. have 
greatly improved upon it, while the 
Log Cabin Boys stood still. 

This act, like most other replicas 
of more prominent acts, isn’t the 
Mills Bros.’ equal in quality or 
price. As a cheaper version of a 
more expensive turn, it may prove 
satisfactory for circuits not playing 
the Mills Bros. at the time. 

There is no chance to evade com- 
parisons, because basically there is 
no difference between the two quar- 
tets. On merits the Mills Bros. are 
far superior, with the difference 
aptly gauged by the two salaries, 
Log Cabin Four members are clean 
cut youths, who drape themselves 
around a stage mike and vocalize 
through two loud speakers set at 
the bottom of the proscenium arch. 

They don’t derive as much nov- 
elty effect from their instrumental 
imitations; the bass singer of this 
quartet doesn't sound as near to a 
tuba as his competitor, and in the 
bass singer’s work lies the real se- 
cret of the Miss Bros.’ success. 

At the State this four delivered 
about four songs, taking one encore. 
‘Some of These Days’ and ‘Tiger 
Rag’ recalled the Mills boys. On 
results, foursome fared about as 
well as the average No. 2 entry. 

Bige. 


oe 


JEANNE UPHAM and HAL 

SIDARE (3) 

Dances, Songs 
14 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Hippodrome 

This flash act is built along ordi- 
nary lines and contains nothing un- 
usual. Some of the specialty dances 
by the featured members are oke, 
but somehow the turn never ap- 
pears to warm up. 

Miss Upham and Sidare start off 
with a bit of harmony and follow 
with a few dance steps. Thereafter 
each has one solo, Miss Upham for 
a jazz toe dance, nicely done, and 
Sidare for a souse acrobatic. An- 
other man is used for a soft shoe. 

* Two girls, working as a sister 
team, are spotted twice, at either 
end of the bill, for specialty num- 
bers. Girls are fair vocal harmon- 
ists. Group hoofing finishes the 
turn. 


LES DANWILLS (6) 
Gymnastic 
6 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Academy 
Agile company of teeter-board 
workers who do things up snappily 
in a fast routine of acrobatics. Safe 
booking to open or close any show. 
Notable among feats are a somer- 
sault to four high from the board 
and a run and flip-flop from the 
floor to three high. Latter specially 
announced and neat, Char. 





GRANT WITHERS (1) 

Comedy and Song 

11 Mins.; One and Screen 

State 

Coming in on a picture rep that 
can’t boast of star status, Grant 
Withers is more obligated than the 
average Hollywood visitor in vaude- 
ville to do an act. He can't be in 
the State for a lot of money, and 
perhaps that’s the reason. The 
variety theatres in their present 
desperate search for anything that 
looks like a name are apparently 
grabbing anything. 

Withers is showing everything he 


possesses in the stage way in this 
turn, otherwise he wouldn't have 
Eddie Moran, not billed, doing all 


the work. Withers plays straight to 
Moran’s comeding and the material 
sounds as though the latter wrote 
it. It may be okay for a once- 


|} around by this picture player, since 


he’s chiefly in for name value. 
Besides the cross-fireé, Withers 
uses a few feet from a Warner 
talker in which he sang while danc- 
ing with Sue Carol. He announces 
the sound track was. purposely 
clipped to permit him to sing in 
person, then follows his picture lips 
through a meg. Could Withers 
sing, it might have developed into 
a sock bit. This way, just a light 
novelty. 

Withers is a tall, good looking 
fellow. At the first State show he 
was dressed in a light suit and 
didn’t show up so well in front of 
an equally light house drop. In- 
stead of changing the drop for the 
second show, the State had Withers 
change his suit. Bige. 


JEAN SWARTZ (5) 

Singing, dancing 

18 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson 

Almost premature to comment on 
this act, since it won't remain as 
is long. Almost everything about 
it is wrong at present, and 
Schwartz must know it because he 
is evidently a showman, 

Schwartz is a songwriter of an- 
cient vintage and gets himself bal- 
lyhooed at the opening by way of 
an announcement on the screen. 
It’s questionable how much a long- 
winded announcement saying he’s 
the composer of this and _ that 
means to the average vaudeville 
customer, but probably better than 
no build up at all. Especially since 
Schwartz doesn’t seem to have been 
writing songs recently. 


Arthur 3all is announced by 
Schwartz immediately after he 
takes his opening bows. Ball is a 


baritone with a fairly good voice 
that is no great shakes, and a very 
awkward stage manner. LEither he 
was holding a long distance talk 
confab with somebody in the right 
wing and came on to sing his num- 
bers in between or he didn’t think 
the proceedings were any too im- 
portant. He went on and off the 
stage something like a dozen or 
more times during the 18 minutes’ 
running time. 
Three girls sing or dance or both 
some of the songs, with all num- 
bers in the act coming from 
Schwartz’s past writings. All three 
look cute, though not one of them 
is especially capable. Also they 
all seem to have brought whatever 
costume happened to be lying in 
the bottom of the trunk along, with 
the three jarring about as much 
as possible. 

Schwartz is at the piano through- 
out and the least objectionable 
member, Kavuf. 


RHYTHMANIACS (17) 
Colored Band 

25 Mins.; Full 
Jefferson. 

Fast and entertaining colored 
band flash with specialty people. 
Ably routined and carrying talent, 
it will have no trouble finding favor 
with neighborhood audiences. 

Johnny Hudgens heads the spe- 
cialty contingent, also including the 


Woods Sisters, song and dance 
twain; Mary Dixon, blues singer; 
Ford, Marshall and Jones and 


Clarence Robinson. Orchestra num- 
ers 11 people, one of whom (trumpet 
player) steps out about the middle 
of the act for a trumpet-dance bit. 
Hudgens with his pantomime 
singing, orchestra leading and danc- 
ing scores decisively. He works in 
blackface and affects the style of 
the low comedian. His hockey 
skating legger specialty is a pip. 
Closed the show at this house. 


Char. 
ARCHIE GLEN (3) 
Comedy 
15 Mins.; Two and Full 
Jefferson 
Glen is an Englishman with a 
good sense of comedy who will 


probably be able to please Ameri- 
can customers in the near future. 
As shown here Saturday afternoon, 
however, he gave the impression 
of having just stepped off the boat. 

Works in a smart drunk routine, 
with two assistants, both also Eng- 
lish, One is suppoed to be a lec- 
turer, with Glen doing the inter- 
rupting. Some of the cracks are 
funny and some evidently would be 
funny abroad. 

For a finish Glen does a highly 
amusing dance with a dummy. It’s 
smart biz and went over easily. 
Just a little rewriting or cutting 
will solve Glen’s problem for this 





side, Kauf. 


HARRY J. CONLEY and Co. (3) 
Comedy 

20 Mins.; Full Stage 

State 


Although a couple cf months old, 
Harry Conley’s new act looked fresh 
from the rehearsal hall at the 
State’s first show. It might be that 
Conley, a comedian of the old 
school, is accustomed to the old 
school’s method of breaking ’em in 
and polishing ’em up slowly, but 
surely, a system that isn’t work- 
able today because of an extreme 
searcity of break-in time. 

But it’s to Conley’s credit as an 
old school comic—with his experi- 
ence now serving him well—that he 
could walk into a Broadway house 
and land in an acecptable way, as 
he’s doing at the State, with an 
act that’s marked by rough edges. 

Conley is doing his standard silly 
boy, sticking in a hick town locale 
this time instead of making a trip 
to the big city. But a big city gal 
vacationing in town provides the 
necessary contrast. The customary 
Conley reverse make theme is again 
used, but embellished this time by 
inclusion of a father who helps ac- 
centuate the boy’s comical defensive 
love stuff. 

The unbilled support comprises a 
girl who does the foiling in a high 
speed manner and contributes one 
dance, a boy playing a guitar and 
reading lines and a gray haired 
character man doing the father. 
Conley’s lyric work to the guitar 
accompaniment appeared to need 
polishing the most. Due to the 
comic’s style of delivery, the song 
floundered all over in a series of 
widely separated parodies with biz 
in between. Conley is either uncon- 
sciously overdoing the biz or pur- 
posely experimenting to determine 
the best method. 

A smart electrical effect on a dark 
stage carries the finale alone, with 
none of the cast taking part in the 
finish other than by suggestion. The 
drop represents a village street with 
a church and a house in the distant 
background. Conley cues into the 
finish by stating his car is around 
the corner and suggesting an elope- 
ment. Lights go out, a red tail light 
drifts up the street, church lights 
up, church goes dark, tail light con- 
tinues to the distant house, and 
there the usual light dousing and 
shade pulling take place. 

It’s a finish that can stand up by 
itself, with Conley’s anti-climax 
walk-across in ‘one’ with a baby 
carriage not necessary. With tight- 
ening up, this full stager should 
easily rate with Conley’s past turns. 


Bige. 


CARL NIXON (4) 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
18 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Jefferson. 


Carl Nixon has been standard for 
many years. Long ago he was head- 
ing a five-people turn along minstrel 
lines. Now assisted by another man 
and two women, he blossoms out 
with a variety act that is consider- 
ably long for what it contains and 
should be boiled down, but in 
essence registers. 

Drop of two houses side by side 
with practical entrance to each 
serves as background. In each live 
young ladies who are jealous of 
each other over a young man. Along 
comes Nixon as a house-to-house 
salesman and through routine that 
includes song and dance bits, as 
well as talk, he’s propositioned by 
each to go on the make for the 
other. As he does, the boy friend 
the two are fighting for shows up. 

Nixon works freely, kidding a lot 
throughout so as to relieve the skit 
of too much seriousness, Char. 


DICK and EDITH BARSTOW (4) 
Singing, dancing 

14 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Though the name of this act does 
not appear in the files, the Bar- 
stows have been around, with the 
fact that they’ve been mostly in 
picture house presentations proba- 
bly the answer. It’s a nicely rou- 
tined, dressed and handled act and 
a cinch to please. 

Dick and Edith Barstow look like 
brother and sister and both are ex- 
pert dancers. Clinching with a toe 
tap routine by both up and down a 
set of stairs which about stops the 
show. 

With the act is an unbilled male 
singer who looks like a find. He 
has a powerful voice, a good sense 
of rhythm and an infectious smile. 
If his voice sounds anywhere near 
as good on the radio, he'll get 
somewhere. Even without radio, 
his name should come up. 

Kanf. 


HUTCHINS and SMITH 
Song, dance, chatter 
12 Mins.; One 
Jefferson 
Miss Hutchins comes out of a 
Fanchon & Marco unit and Smith 
is a vaudevillian who previously 
worked with another girl. It’s a 
boy and girl act along usual lines, 
but nicely put together and handled. 
Comedy is mostly of the rough 
order, with Miss Hutchins a pretty 
effective tough dame. Also, couple 
can handle song and dance routines. 
Next to closing here on a medi- 
ocre bill. They can take the same 
spot in any intermediate house or 
an inside track in deluxers. 





Ea uj. 











SUE CAROL AND NICK STUART 
Talking 

30 Mins.; One 

Jefferson. 

If Sue Carol and Nick Stuart do 
nothing else on their vaudeville 
tour, they’re assured of testing in- 
dulgence of their audiences to the 
limit by wanting to do a whole 
show. ‘They have enough sure- 
fire material and sell much of it 
well enough to cut down to 15 min- 
utes. And they’d be certain of not 
wearing out their welcome. 

A trailer of Hollywood sights, 
studios, ete., leads up to what is 
supposedly the home of the Stuarts. 
Here they are discussing their pro- 
posed vaude tour, with considerable 
kidding worked in. It runs four 
minutes and need not be cut. 

Explaining their vaude act in the 
trailer, Stuart says he’ll go out on 
the stage first and when he gets 
his first laugh, Sue (the wife) can 
walk on. He does but he waits an 
almost interminable time, even 
though getting a good enough laugh 
on the traffic cop gag, before Miss 
Carol stalks on. 

They enter into crossfire, turning 
to riddles that makes Miss Carol the 
stupe character, The team feels 
fairly much at home in front of an 
audience and sell their material 
well, especially Stuart, but stretch 
the material until it nearly screams. 

Down here with Carl Nixon on 
the same bill, Stuart built up a few 
chuckles over the way his wife was 
getting familiar with everyone at 
the theatre. This is carried on fur- 
ther with Russell Hird from the No. 
2 act and pit leader also building 
up. It seems too well worked out 
not to have been pre-arranged as a 
part of the act, with intention of 
conscripting fellow acts on bills to 
help out. 

There’s a bad break for the fin- 
ish, Miss Carol stopping to make 
a ‘thank you’ speech and Nick im- 
mediately coming back to push for 
an encore, suggesting the 


away’ number Miss Carol did in 
‘Fox-Movietone Follies’ several 
years back. Clumsy finish after 
that. Char. 
PEASE and NELSON 
Songs 
17 Mins.; Full 
Orpheum 

This set of songwriters hasn't 


been around for some time, having 
worked in pictures for the past few 
years. Now they’re back 
pretty much the same act they used 
to do, aided by two young ladies, 
for nice results. It’s a pleasing 
turn, though shortening about five 
minutes would heln considerably. 

Pease is the singing end of the 
couple and has a nice voice. Nelson 
is at the piano and does some talk 
with the girls and Pease. Couple 
seem to be unashamed of the fact 
that they’re songwriters, and in- 
stead of going into that ‘our-past- 
successes’ routine towards the end 
of the act, they do it throughout. 
Okay, too, as they do it, 

Both lassies used in the acting 
bits are lookers. Kauf. 


RALPH OLSEN 

Flash 

17 Mins.; One and full (Special) 
Jefferson 

Ralph Olsen, the acrobatic dancer 
who goes through all the intricacies 
of a routine as a woman would do 
it, including splits, back kicks, etc., 
is heading a comedy, singing, danc- 
ing salamagundi that passes for 
neighborhood trade. 

Murielle D’or, Lydia Libby, Eva 
Lynn, Jeanne Carroll and George 
Jensen are in support, with each re- 
ceiving billing on the drop in one 
of a cabaret entrance, opening the 
act. Olsen and Jensen work as sail- 
ors, one of the girls as a cabaret 
dancer and the other three at first 
as Salvation Army lassies. Later all 
work into singles, doubles and trio 
numbers. Three changes of set 


made. 
Got off to a fair hand. Char. 


CALVERT, IRVING and HIRD 
Singing 

14 Mins.; One 

Jefferson 

Male trio in good setup of songs, 
especially arranged for harmony 
purposes and relieved by some talk. 
Looks thoroughly okay for medium 
time bills for No. 2. 

Men have voices that seem to 
blend nicely. One working at the 
piano could forget about that solo 
as done down here. It might also 
be showmanship to quit laughing at 
some of their own jokes, including 


that oldie about the two school 
teachers. Recitation bit in one song 
much too long. Char, 


HELEN CARLSON 
Acrobatics 

7 Mins.; Full 
Orpheum 

Opening with a fairly satisfactory 
dance in evening clothes, this young 
lady then gets to work on a trapeze, 
later switching from that t6 some 
stunts on a web. Latter in a one- 
piece white outfit which sets off her 
figure quite nicely. 

Nothing specially exciting in the 
act, all the tricks being of a fairly 
common variety, but it’s neat 
enough to do as an opener in inter- 
mediate houses, 

Miss Carlson vreviously used an 
assistant Kauj. 


‘Preak- | 


a 


CHARLEY CHASE 
Chatter, Songs 
13 Mins.; One 
Paradise, Chicago 
Charley Chase, the Hal Roach 


film comedian (not the Chaz Chase 
of the stage), was originally set tg 
open at the Oriental, downtown, 
Switch to this B & K_ neighbor. 
hooder didn’t help any all around, 
Primarily it took the edge off a 
picture name making a personal ap. 
pearance. That’s what B. & K, 
bought Chase for, not for his act, 

That Chase hasn't an act to speak 
of doesn’t matter. Had he been pre. 
sented downtown as an ace attrac. 
tion with better exploitation than 
he got, it might have been a differ. 
ent story. Business at the Para. 
dise on Chase’s opening day was off, 
That's anything but encouraging to 
a newcomer making his stage debut 
out here, and by which token he 
will probably be reckoned with. 

Under the circumstances Chase 
did the best he’could, which, unfor. 
tunately, wasn’t enough. His turn 
is a makeshift affair and dependent 
on someone to work with, such as 
an m.c. Here again Chase got a 
tough break. Tim Ryan of Ryan 
and Noblette, apparently was the 
best bet B. & K. could think of, 
because he happened to be in the 
same unit. 

Film comic may be excused of 
what nervousness he displayed un- 
der such conditions, but his mate- 
rial should have been carefully 
looked over before he started out, 
What he does is some patter and 
crossfire with the m. c. and a parody 
song using prop instruments. This 
last bit is from a recent picture. 

Span. 





$50 Agents 


(Continued from page 25) 


more than thirty agents have been 
granted permission to 
on the floor. 


do business 


Freeman has continuously taken 
a stand against any sort of sys< 
tematic agents’ reduction when- 
ever the question arose, despite 
constant sentiment for a general 
house cleaning within the organi- 
zation, It has been Freeman's 
theory all along that the agents 





with |} selves out by a more natural process 


would automatically weed them- 


of elimination than abrupt disen- 


| franchising. 


Won’t Withdraw 


But the waiting system apparent- 
ly has failed to work out with those 
agents who, from all appearances, 
are not drawing a living wage, de- 
clining to withdraw from the floor 
of their own volition. It is openly 
charged by the circuit that as long 
as they are not visibly earning a 
living on their RKO bookings, their 
support must emanate from another 
source, It is this failure to main- 
tain a sufficient income average 
from RKO to which the circuit 
mainly objects, It is charged that 
as some agents are living on in- 
comes from private business and 
not on official RKO commissions, 
they are using the RKO francises 
and floor. connections as a conveni- 
ence without repaying RKO for the 
privilege by delivering the neces- 
sary material. 


Expectations are that franchise 
holders, or individual agency of- 
fice heads, will not be affected by 
the shake-up as much as associate 
agents operating under their boss’ 
franchise. RKO states it is logical 
to assume that a franchised agency 
head whose commission check 
amounts to only $100 a week can- 
not support two or more assistant 
agents, pay the office overhead and 
have something left for himself, 
Franchise holders whose income 
runs around that figure, probably 
will be ordered to get rid of their 
assistants and book their acts alone 
until their incomes increase suf- 
ficiently to allow for an associate. 


As yet no official notice has been 
given to the agents regarding an 
impending shake-up. But the 
agents, during a meeting last week, 
were indirectly advised that such 4 
measure is inevitable. 


3 New Franchises 


Three new agency franchise hold- 
ers on the RKO New York book- 
ing floor are Sam Baerwitz, Aaron 
Kessler and Harry Norwood, Baer- 
witz last week relinquished his 
Loew franchise, held for 14 years, 
to book with RKO. 

Kessler was previously an agent, 
but gave up his business to go on 
the RKO payroll as a road scout 
|last summer. Norwood, former ac- 
tor, has been an agent for some 
time. 

Grants are made despite the in- 
tended cut in the number of agents 
by RKO as this trio will handle 
all their own business minus 25- 
} sociates 
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STATE 


Five-act bill stands up at both 
ends and sags in the middle. The 
better known names in between 
don’t do half so well as the acrobatic 
opener and the girly flash closer. 
It was uneven stage entertainment 
Saturday afternoon and didn’t shape 
up as attractive, with its name top- 
per, Grant Withers, just a maybe on 
the drawing end. 

House probably figures the trade 
will come from Metro's ‘The Champ,’ 
here on its third Broadway run. It 
played the Astor at $2 and the Capi- 
tol at pops previously. 


Of the five acts, four fall in the 
New Acts classification and are so 
reviewed, an oddity for the State, 


where the talent is generally stand- 
ard. At least two of the four new 
ones are brand new for eastern 
vaudeville insofar as faces go. 
Withers, Roger Ball and Co., Log 
Cabin Four and Harry J. Conley and 
Co. are the new acts, with Withers 
and the 


quartet flashing the new 
pans. Former is doing 11 minutes of 


crossfire with Eddie Moran (un- 
billed). Log Cabin boys, colored, in 
the deuce here, are a probably inex- 
pensive copy act. They follow the 
Mills Bros. in every fashion, from 
stage conduct to selection used. 
Withers is next to closing, using 
along the way a clip from one of his 
films, with which he synchronizes a 
meg solo, and a group of the Harriet 


Hoctor Girls for an opening bit. The 
Hoctor Girls en masse elose the 
show. In view of the act’s title, they 


do surprisingly little of the Hoctor 
style ballet work, being or their toes 
only once in three numbers, and 
then not so Hoctorish, either. But 
in their own way they make up a 
capable girl line for vaudeville, with 
the production and trimmings en- 
hancing and boosting them into the 
rating of good vaudeville. 

An excelient eccentric mixed team 
and a torch singing girl who re- 
appears in shorts in the finale are 
the Hoctor gals’ support. The sing- 
ers’ two-number solo in ‘one’ lets 
the turn down considerably, al- 
though in a number introductory to 
a line routine she’s all right. Her 
solo could be omitted for her own 
benefit besides the act’s. 

Roger Ball and Co., casting troupe 
of four men and a woman that looks 
like a reincarnation of the Danubes, 


takes the opener and makes it 
sparkle. A tough opening show au- 
dience didn’t give the individual 


tricks much of a response, but the 
finish hand developed. Turn boasts 
the only femme flyer in vaudeville. 
Harry Conley and three assisting 
people have the mid-spot. Conley 
does his silly boy character along 
the customary lines and sells it as 
always, but the act as a whole 
seemed in dire need of work. It had 
to recover lost territory at least five 
times during its 20 minutes. Bige. 


86TH STREET 


Plenty of variety in the six-act 
offering makes for good entertain- 
ment without repetition and with 
a smart opener and a good finishing 
turn, the audience is caught early 
and left feeling it had its money’'s 
worth. A slight sag in the bill in 
the four-spot, but that’s perhaps as 
much the fault of the audience as 
the act, thcugh switching three and 
four would make it easier going for 
Olive Olsen, who would not then 
have to contrast her more quiet 
methods with the Weist and Stan- 
ton flash. 3ut it runs off nicely 
as is. 

Opener is Jack Randall with his 
adazgio act, billed as ‘from Holly- 
wood’ on the strength of engage- 
ments during the musical craze. He 
still has Jean tenee and Alice 
Logan, with two men catchers, the 
three men getting away from the 
big leap which brings most adagio 
turns to the same style finish by en- 
gaging in a cutlass fight. The toss- 
ing is nicely routined with one trick 
out of the ordinary, A little slow- 
ness is all that is holding this turn 
back from the other end of the list; 
@ barely perceptible hesitancy in 


Passing which does not make for 
class. 

Joe Wonz comes second with 
some singing and dancing which 


might not get over so well with an 
Occidental, but Wong sells his stuff 
in a suave Celestial fashion that 
sells him. He has the showmanly 
instinct. 

George Weist and Ray Stanton 
are third with a pretty familiar rou- 
tine of revue burlesque bits spaced 
by a couple of girl solo dancers, the 
first a step dancer with the second 
doing neat legmania in long skirts. 
They work the money dropping bit, 
the under the bed, done as pseudo 
opera and wind up with an infirm- 
ary bit which lost the bloom of 
youth long since, but there is action 
aplenty, the girls are lookers, and 
they bat it over through sheer force. 

Olive Olsen finds herself in a spot 
up here with the audience apparent- 
ly unable to decide whether or not 
her character bits are to its liking. 
It’s somewhat over their heads and 
4 rather long routine does not help 
much. Dave Harris, with Frankie 
and the Carroll Sisters are next to 
the end with the sisters contribut- 
ing two acrobatie dances, one most- 
ly legmania, which they perform 
With nice precision. Harris sings, 
Joes his burlesque magic with the 





stooge, and rings Joe Wong in for a 
cage trick, which helps to build this 
section. For a finish he starts at 
the piano, goes to the trumpet, clar- 
inet, sax and guitar, swinging the 
latter into a hula number in which 
the sisters and another girl con- 
tribute a hula wearing gauze shirts 
instead of the usual brassieres, 

The finish is Bomby and his Gang, 
staged as a radio broadcasting act 
With a pianist and four singers. 
3omby is Aldo Bomonte, a plump 
chap who fairly oozes good nature, 
which helps to make quick contact. 
The radio idea is forgotten after the 
opening, in which they are all 
grouped around the piano, on which 
is placed a mike. After that it is 
all straight appeal to the audience. 
The concerted numbers, mostly 
light classics and operatic bits, 
would be better if the singers went 
into a huddle. They seek to dress 
the stage by standing about six feet 
apart, with the result that the voice 
blending is lost. 

Singers are Bomby, a baritone, a 
soprano and a high mezzo. A deeper 
female voice would help. The pian- 
ist contributes a dance while play- 


ing her own accompaniment; not 
new, but received with approval. 
The high class music went over 


surprisingly well in this section and 


several nuinbers were given ap- 
plause, which forced bows. Outside 
of the lack of a smash finish, this 


act delivers. 

The orchestra plays a refreshing- 
ly brief selection to open, and the 
program is rounded out with ‘Taxi’ 
(FN) and Pathe news. 


HIPPODROME 


customary at this house 
first half of the bill to be 


slow and the last half to contain 
all the meat. Current bill is no ex- 
ception, although the first few acts 
are slower than usual. With this 
week's eight-act layout running ex- 
actly two hours, longer than usual, 
the bill is below par. 

With Fox's ‘Charlie Chan’s 
Chance’ featured, the house started 
to fill up early and before the first 
show ended Saturday, orchestra 
looked near capacity. Attendance 
better than usual. 

St. John Brothers, three youths, 
open with a series of fiashy acro- 
batiec stunts. Boys do some strong 
man stuff in body lifts and hand 
catches. Some of their lift rou- 
tines, three high, are new wrinkles. 
A small tarpaulin used for leaps. 

Jeanne Upham and Hal Sidare 
(New Acts) deuce with a flash turn 
that contains nothing uncommon. 
Set-up makes the act look slow. 
Collins and Peterson, featured act, 
followed to start their m. c. ac- 
tivities. Might have helped more 
had they started earlier. Boys do 
a likable job with their between- 
the-acts gagging and help pep the 
bill a lot. 

Jones and Wilson, two men in 
heavy blackface, trey with a set of 
gags of the hit and miss variety. 
Gags miss more often than they 
connect. For finish one strums 2 
guitar and warbles while the other 
struts. 

La Belle Pola (not Rose), edu- 
cated chimpanzee, followed. Femme 
assists in this turn have been 
changed, for the worse. Scenery 
also revised. However, the organ 
playing of the monk to the beat 
of the trainer’s stick is the turn, 
and the monk goes through the mu- 
sical paces as well as ever. Another 
chimp is used to pump air. What 
appears to be a new bit is a comedy 
barber number in which one of the 
chimps is supposed to give the 
other a hair-cut. Gets some laughs. 

Bill Telaak works plenty hard 
with pure hoke, verbal and physi- 
cal. Telaak takes falls all over the 
stage, going so far as to tumble 
into the pit. A blonde girl assists 
with a little crossfire. For finish, 
Telaak and another chap go through 
comedy acrobatics. 

Cardini’s smooth legerdemain in 
a wordless turn held all eyes from 
start to finish and earned the large 
hand it drew. His smooth card 
feats, followed by some colored ball 


Seems 
for the 


manipulations, held interest. His 
cigaret number, bringing lighted 
ciggies up from nowhere, closed 
solidly. 

Collins and Peterson were spotted 
next. but by the time their own 


turn came around these boys were 
minus most of their comedy. They 
had used most all their gags in 
their m. ¢c. work and did only eight 
minutes in their spot. Majority 
consumed by Collins’ trumpet work 
and Yeterson’s warbling. Comedy 
bits included, but minimum, Duo 
liked here. 

Neil Golden and his Diamond En- 
tertainers, 4a 10-piece orchestra, 
closed nicely. Golden was first 
around in vaude during the sum- 
played for Loew in a 


mer when he 

cominercial tie-up with Herbert 
Diamond Company, on which pro- 
gram Golden's band is featured on 
the air. Here the ‘Herbert’ billing 
is not used. Entire band and 
singers work before a mike to 
which the amplifiers are attached. 
Golden does the major part of the 
warbling in a pleasing crooning 
voice, Another chap, in a bass | 
voice, has two specials. Instru- 


mentation is smooth and neatly ar- 
ranged. Some novelty numbers and 
one dance bit are included. 


RKO, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 30. 

Current vaude bill strong in en- 
terlainment value, Business over 
the week-end was ahead of the 
previous week's opening days, with 


indications it will build further 
during the week. Switch from 


Thursday to Saturday openings has 
had an encouraging effect on the 
b. o., but also plenty of people are | 








}coming into the house who have | 
| been off vaude for the past two | 
7 ars. | 
? Bill consists of W heeler and 
| Wheeler, skaters; Arthur Turelly, 


harmonica player; 
comedienne; Ferry Corwey, musical 
clown; Ada Brown, colored blues 
singer; Pop Cameron, hoke comedy 
act, and Robinson and DeWitt, 
dancers. Local contingent cut to 
three acts instead of the usual four | 
due to running time of the bill. 
Budget is $2,800 for the intact unit. 
First three acts are the lokies and 
cost around $550, with Corinne Til- 
ton getting $300 of that. 


Corrinne Tilton 


Nothing clashes and there is 
much variety. 


For an opener, Wheeler and 
Wheeler are acceptable. Skating is 
no novelty and about everything 
that can be done on rollers has been 


done. For a finish, this team, in } 
luminous costumes, goes into aj; 
neck spin. Arthur Turelly deuced 


satisfactorily with three harmonica 
solos, all hot. Lad can blow plenty 
of blue ones and has a good stage 
appearance. Could have encored 
but was satisfied to let well enough 
alone. 

Corrinne Tilton next and tied the 
show in a knot with her drunk bit. 
She had been a standard act until 
she retired two years ago. Now 
living in San Francisco, she takes 
a flier in coast vaude every now 
and then. For her opening she did 
a tough dame, using one of her 
former specials. Refused to do 
more than two numbers, begging 
off with a ‘Thanks.’ 

Ferry Corwey, musical clown 
with trick instruments, landed from 
his opening. His unusual] European 
type offering provided the novelty 
the bill needed. Seen here before, 
his act hasn’t changed much, but it 
still packs a wallop. 


Ada Brown, colored songstress, 
made the most of the three blue 
numbers. Personality registered 


from the opening not After three 
numbers she begged off, claiming 
the ‘large body rebelled.’ 


Pop Cameron and his family, next- 
to-closing, handing out rough house 
which should please the boys and 
girls who like the clowning strong. 
Laughs come from the old man 
slugging his kid. Daughter out- 
Arabed the Arabs with a series of 
fast sidewheelers done from a 
standing start. 


Robinson and DeWitt, dancers, 
closed, accompanied by a girl vio- 
linist and male pianist, both un- 
programmed. Violinist doubles with 
a toe dance and pianist with an ac- 
robatiec routine. Team themselves 
show a lot of class in tap and semi- 
adagio routines. Nice closer on a 
bill that is not overburdened with 
dancing, 

‘Secret Witness’ (Columbia), fea- 
tured screen fare, with Pathe news 
clips finishing. ‘Call. 





— 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

Only sock in this bill is the clos- 
ing act, Armand and Perez, stand- 
ard acrobats who came out here for 
Fanchon & Marco to play their 
El Capitan and Warfield in ’Frisco 
and the Grand Lake, Oakland. Act 
was one of a number engaged to 
build up the locally booked shows 
at the Northern houses. Idea fell 
through, with most of the acts that 
came west picking up what money 
there is on the coast before return- 
ing east. Vaude bill this week is 
budgeted at $1,100. 

Other four acts are Loma Worth, 
girl musician playing half a dozen 


different instruments; Hume and 
Hardy, male singing team; Eight 
Rangers, harmony singers, and 


Warren and Inman, man and wom- 
an hoke comics, just out of an F. & 
M. unit. 

Miss Worth, one time standard 
act, opened. She plays a cornet, 
alto horn, trombone, sax, clarinet, 
violin, flute and xylophone. Finish 
is a sax and clarinet duet with a 
tap dance thrown in. Plenty of ac- 
tion to the finish and it helps to 
get results, but Miss Worth’s act is 
somewhat antiquated. 

Hume and Hardy deuced. This 
one is from the dark Both 
men work in the typical family time 
manner of 1915. They’ve tried to 
modernize their act by using a 
microphone and throwing in a hoke 
imitation of a radio announcer, but 
it wouldn't help. 


ages. 


Kight tangers follow Act has 
been around here for some time as 
a sextette. Addition of two extra | 
men makes a good body flash, but | 

; doesn’t improve the singing, and | 
there’s no reason why it shouldn't ! 


with the special symphonic arrange- 


ments used. On opening day, the | 
| pit orchestra managed to make it 
tough for the singers through an 


ambitious brass section that | 
drowned the voices, 
Warren and Inman, latter a 


; looking femme, roughoused 


good 
thei 








jand 


way through eight minutes of hoke. 
Girl is a good dancer, and pleased 
with a control kick solo. Warren 
took the short end of the familiar 
face slapping bit and gagged effec- 
tively. Armand and Perez closed. 
‘The Hatchet Man’ (WB) on its 
second run, following Hollywood 
last week, evidently didn't appeal to 
the downtown film fans, as the 
house was half empty for the first ! 
evening show Thursday. Universal 
ind Bozo cartoon filled | 
Call. 





news clips 


the bill 


| 
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| 
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DOWNTOWN, DET. | 

| 

Detroit, Feb. 6. | 

It's the picture 

this week, and the 

be responsible for any draw there is 

Paul Whiteman is the noise this 

week. The scoffers may say this fel- 

low is through. This show will can- 
cel any scofling. 


that disappoints 


show will 


stage 


In addition to Whiteman and his 
galaxy there are two other acts— 
Madie and Ray and Benny Ross. 
Both fill in nicely preceding the 
Whiteman turn. With Whiteman 
doing 45 minutes, the other two use 
25 minutes together. 

Madie and Ray open with some 
neat dancing, acrobatic and tap, and 





then into roping by the boy. Team 
retains a pleasant manner and has 
dressed the act up a bit since last} 


seen here, at the Hollywood. 


Benny Ross, on next, has also been 
around. He was at the Michigan as 
m. c. last summer, but long enough 
to get the local appellation. He has 
a nice act for vyaude, with Maxine 
Stone doing some high kicking and 
splits, plain and fancy, also playing 
dumb for gags. Nice enough turn 
with Ross giving the sock with a 
beautiful pair of pipes. M. c.’ing has 
taught him plenty in poise and man- 
ner, 

Whiteman and his band as a mu- 
sical aggregation are somewhat fa- 
miliar, and as such perhaps do not 
mean much for entertainment strict- 
ly as a band for vaude. But as a 
group of entertainers they deliver 
plenty. With the band as the mu- 
sical background, they give the 
prestige needed. The individual en- 
tertainers are the sock. Mildred 
Bailey and a new find, William 
Aronson, are the heavy guns for ap- 
plause. The latter was somewhat of 
a sensation, 

This boy was uncovered in a 
radio audition tie-up with Pontiac 
motors and Whiteman. He imitates 
Ben Bernie, Walter Winchell, Amos 
and Andy and Singing Sam. The 
way he does it is uncanny. He 
works over the p. a. system through 
a mike and amplifiers, as do the 
other singers with Whiteman. He 
followed Mildred Bailey, who also 
stopped the show on her own.. Lee. 


JEFFERSON 


One of those up and down battles 
in 14th st. this week. One or two 
really good acts, that many more 
bad ones, and the rest just mediocre. 
Means something maybe that the 
last four acts on the seven-spotted 
routine are new. And about all the 
entertainment in the show is to be 
found in these new turns, 

Starts off nicely witht a fine hori- 
zontal bar exhibition by the Four 
Haas Brothers. Sandy Derson, deuc- 
ing, suffers mostly from an attempt 
to do everything. He plays a dozen 
or so instruments,’ sings, spins a 
rope, ete. He does everything quite 
well, but manages to leave the cus- 
tomers with the feeling they’ve seen 
a freak rather than an entertainer. 

Lubin, Larry and Andre continue 
the bill weakly. Lubin is a black- 





faced comic who really seems to 
know what it’s all about, and his 
work is effective, but his straight 


man is poor and the gir] that rushes 
on for one toe dance in a costume 
of 1850 is bad. 


Dick and Edith Barstow (New 
Acts) are a crackerjack dance and 
song team. Couple are youngsters 
who know what there is to know 
about dancing, and they carry an 
unbilled singer who'll get billing in 
the near future. It’s the first real 
vaude act on the bill. 

Which makes it 2 little tough for 
Archie Glen (New Acts) to follow. 
He's an Englishman with a nice 
English comedy turn. For America 
it will need some rewriting, with 
some of the gags changed, but Glen 
seems capable enough to be able to 
do that in a hurry. Even as is, with 
a half dozen gags that are purely 
local to England, the 14th streeters 
liked him. 

Hutchins and Smith (New Acts) 
handle the next-to-closing spot with 
ease in a neat Loy and gir] act. Both 
are capable vavudevillians and 
they've built themselves a routine. 
Schwartz (New Acts) closes 
largely through no fault of 
his own. His head man, Arthur Ball, 
seemed on Saturday afternoon to| 
the fidgets, and at least one of 
the three girls in the turn looked in 
for the first time. Schwartz is an 


Jean 
weakly, 


have 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 6, 

At least two names, harking back 
to vaude as this 
Palace Min« 
evitch and Gloria Foy. 

Minevitch and his harmonica 
gang is praying this house fer the 
first time, although his last appear- 


was, punctuate 


week's show—Borrah 


ance in town was a little over a 
year ago at the Chicago, when he 
came through in a Publix unit. 
Mouth organ maestro proves that 
years mean nothing to him. It’s a 
pretty long stretch from the old 
Palace (now the Erlanger) tog@the 
}newer and more elaborate Palace, 
but Minevitch looks good to carrv 
on for many more years and in as 
many houses. 

Showmanship, the essential 


weapon of the variety performer, 
was never more clearly defined and 
established than in Minevitch. It’s 
his polished style and finished de- 
portment on the stage that puts 
the act over with a _ resounding 
smack. Closing the bill here, the 
Minevitch troupe carried off all 
honors and pulled up the rear of an 
otherwise sagging start, despite the 
ambitious m. c. work of Johnny 
Perkins, the rotund college comic 
who has lost none of his pepper in 
switching from film houses to 
vaude., 

Perkins is not a stranger here, 
having started his career in the old 
Paul Ash days at the Oriental and 
still remembered as his opening re- 
ception acknowledged. Change ap- 
pears to be for the better, with Pere 
kins’ vaude routine topping his pre- 
sentation work. Moreover, Perkins 


should be credited with bringing 
out a young girl, whose improve- 
ment since working with him is 
outstanding. She’s Ruth Petty. a 


dark haired warbler with the proper 
mixture of personality and s. a. 
Miss Petty a couple of months ago 
was just another blues singer in 
need of plenty experience, but now 
she has everything she previously 
lacked. That speaks well for the 
girl, but better yet for Perkins. 

For an opening day handica 
Perkins developed ear trouble that 
had him guessing before the show, 
but it couldn't be told from out 
front; another feather in his boy's 
cap. If it wasn’t for a slow be- 
ginning this bill would have looked 
100% better than it did the first 
performance. Running 77 minutes 
it might have been chopped fur- 
ther for better results. With the 
picture clocking 73, it was a prob- 
lem for the house to figure out at 
the rate of five shows Saturday. 

Three Neal Sisters opened with a 
harmony routine, pleasant but not 
exciting. Following such girls as 
the Boswells, here recently, did not 
make it any easier for this trio, 
In this particular unit the Neal sis- 
ters are used to advantage, work- 
ing throughout the show in bits 
with other acts. Runaway Four 
followed in the deuce, but failed to 
speed matters up. Act ran too long 
for one thing. 


Gloria Foy, assisted by Sam 
Critcherson and Walter Lane, got 
over nicely. Miss Foy can dance 


and read lines. Her imitations of 
film stars is well done, with the 
boys behind her ably helping out. 
With Perkins building up the next 
to shut spot and Minevitch folding 
up, all but the Runaway Four come 
in for a finale with the harmonica 


bunch. Besides selling Miss Petty, 
Perkins has dug up a colored tenor, 
presented as a juvenile, but that 
voice wouldn’t fool anybody. How- 
ever, did all right. 

‘Charlie Chan’s Chance’ (Fox) 


heads the film end, with usual trail- 
ers and newsreels filling in. Biz 
normal Saturday afternoon, Span. 


ACADEMY 


Happy days are here the first half. 
Russ Columbo's crooning voice is 
inside as part of a yvaude show that 
stands up strikingly as good enter- 
tainment all around. The Skourases 
booked Columbo from NBC early 
Thursday morning and thus had lit- 
tle opportunity on advance, yet Fri- 
day (opening day) business was 
rolling in. 

With his air following, especially 
the girls, it looks like Columbo may 
have made a good deal in going in 
here on percentage. 

3y 11:30 a.m. Friday, with house 
open little over an hour, 4,180 paid 
admissions were shown on the ticket 
registers. That's unusual drawing 
under ordinary circumstances. Down 
here, however, with the Academy en 
the brink of the great East Side, 
those early morning mat prices help 
a lot. 








old-time songwriter, and wien he 
gets his people properly assembled | 
figured out may h ve a pleasing | 


|turn. Just why the customers should | 
have to pay to see the act rehears- 
ing is hard to figure. 
‘Taxi’ (WE) is the sereen feature | 
‘and biz fair. Kauf. | 


At 8:30 p.m. Friday house was 
comfortably filled from downstairs 
to the mez, latter despite heavier 
cost having only a few seats vacant 
at that time. Observation indicated 
more women will patronize the 
house this half than usuallv do. 
Still plenty males, apparently regue 
lars, warming the seats opening 
night. 

Booking in Columbo with his 
strong women draw, the Skouraseg 
gave the film playdate to ‘Three 


Wise Girls’ 
Harlow 


(Col), Picture has Jean 
tipover for the class of boys 


that deposit their theatre dimes 
along 14th street. Very few elders 


(Continued on page 33) 
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CAPITOL 


New York, Feb. 5. 


Stage show at the Capitol to go 
with ‘Emma’ (M-G-M) is rather an 
uninspiring affair, its strength and 
its cost being pretty well concen- 
trated in Shaw and Lee, who for 
some reason are hardy perennials 
at the house, repeating about as 
often as Bennie Davis. 

At this performance they were a 
solid score with their nut panto- 
mime, even if their early doggerel 
song lyrics and exchange of talk did 
miss the mob further back. 

House, as might be inferred from 
the presence of the dead pan pair in 
feasure position, goes further vaude- 
ville each week. This week it’s 
nothing else but. They do not even 
go to the expense of backgrounds 
for the ballet routines, using plain 
drapes instead for the most part. 
How completely they depended upon 
Shaw and Lee may be gathered 
from the fact that the rest of the 
show is made up of the girls, one 
spectacle which also involved the 
line; the Four Flash Devils, male 
colored stepping quartet, and a 
group of other names which cannot 
be identified definitely in the per- 
formance, but probably are con- 
cerned mostly in the allegorical 
dance production midway of the 
show. 

Show starts with a spirited over- 
@ure, a medley of Gypsy standards 
meatly blended, easing into the stage 
opening of the Chester Hale line 
dressed as boys and girls and do- 
ing novel steps and drills with 
youngsters’ rolling hoops, for action 
and sightliness the best thing of the 
performance and an opening at high 
speed that was never maintained. 

Four Flash Devils work in ‘one’ 
here, providing for the setting of 
the stage, filling in a speedy five 
minutes with capital challenge rou- 
tines, the various members being 
outstanding for change of pace and 
variety. One does an excellent skat- 
ing step, another works on his toes 
for taps while a third does spectac- 
ular acrobatics. Well devised turn 
of its kind and smartly laid out. 

No. 3 spot does not work out well 
with an elaborate history of the 
@ance, starting with the cave man 
and his captive savage woman; In- 
dian pictorial bit, notable for its 
colorful staging and costuming; a 
cavalier number, a number with the 
dancers in crinolines, and finally a 
modern version of terpsichore, with 
the situation of the cave man num- 
ber reversed and the modern wom- 
an doing the rough stuff by carry- 
ing the man off over her shoulder. 
Each dance is framed in the half 
stage, one moving into the other 
with speed and all -» for a finale 
parade. Whole spectacle has the 
accompaniment of a dress-suited 
singer of pops. 

Then Shaw and Lee, working out 
before the traveler without benefit 
of setting and doing their whoie 
turn of 12 minutes or so, all for 
solid laughs. 

Finale of the presentation Is one 
of the weakest in a long time. Girls 
all on, dressed in stiff short skirts 
like lamp shades which hamper 
their movements badly and take ali 
animation from the display. Idea 
seems to have been that the trick 
of having the skirts spin swiftly on 
some sort of running arrangement 
around the girls’ waists would be an 
engaging novelty, but it doesn’t 
work out. Instead it’s a dull bit of 
dance presentation lacking in ef- 
fective punch. 

Maybe the straight specialty idea 
is the right steer. So long as this 
arrangement sticks to specialty peo- 
ple, names and material, it does 
nicely, while when it goes into pro- 
duction ideas it falls flat. Names 
of the unidentifiable people, if it 
interests anybody, are Barte and 
Arden, LaVernes, Paul Keast and 
George Kiddon. Rush. 


ROXY 


New York, Feb. 5. 


There are two distinctive novel- 
ties at the Roxy this week. One 
of them is a picture star making 
good on the stage, and the other isa 
picture star working with his own 
wife. El Brendel is both of ’em. 

And there’s still another novelty, 
though more of a local item. It 
concerns laughter on the part of the 
audience. The Roxy audience laugh- 
ing out loud at stage comedy! Not 
once, but four or five times. Will 
the viper who is drawing these 
laughing ruffians into the house 
please leave town? The next thing 
you know the Roxy audience’ll be 
telking back to the ushers. 

The Fred Waring pit orchestra 
gets a laugh with ‘Where Do Ya 
Worka, John?’ by the boys; Rene 
Arnaut (Arnaut Bros.) snatches a 
sizeable giggle with a bit of hoke 
on a fiddle; and Brendel grabs a 
few with his Swede stuff. All in all, 
the Roxy audience Friday night 
were exceptionally demonstrative 
for a Roxy audience. Although go- 
ing quite 14th street, it didn’t go 
far enough to muff the significance 
of the better things in life, as rep- 
resented by the more aesthetic mo- 
ments in the current stage show. 

With Brendel on the program is 
the Waring overture, newsreel, one 
short, the feature, ‘The Silent Wit- 
ness’ (Fox) and a stage show com- 
prising the femme house group and 
one other outside turn, the Arnauts. 





The stage show has a satisfactory 
comedy act and a possible draw in 
Brendel, but it again depends on 
the Roxyettes to shove it home. 
Nothing else manages to get past 
first base, 

Stager is indebted this time to 
‘Mickey Mouse,’ the cartoon comic, 
for his motif. The Roxyettes at- 
tired as a flock of Mickey and Min- 
nie Mouses (or is it Mice) brace 
the production in the middle, their 
fantastic number being as impor- 
tant to the show as the center pole 
is to a circus tent. And they re- 
turn as a bunch of piano keys to 
give the bill a finish. 

The ballet corps also play an im- 
portant part in a presentation that’s 
more or less a series of mass spe- 
cialties by the two house groups, one 
pony and the other classical. Six of 
the line girls, following an intro- 
ductory dance by their classmates, 
step out for a tap on toes. 

Had the producer also been smit- 
ten with an urge to be different, 
the merit of the stage show as a 
whole might have been a lot bet- 
ter. The coming-to-life effect is 
getting a heavy play here weekly, 
this week more than ever, and 
through it the various Roxy shows 
are losing much of their former va- 
riety. 

Last week the clocks that came 
to life were too similar to the bed- 
room accessories that come to life 
this week. The boudoir reincarna- 
tions are the main issue of the cur- 
rent opening scene. The ballet girls 
are dressed like chairs, dressers, 
beds, ete. Others are costumed to 
resemble gold fish. Latter emerge 
from the rear of a flatpiece on 
which is painted an aquarium. It 
is the second best imaginative item 
of the week. The best is the huge 
piano idea which closes the show, 
even though this time it’s the piano 
keys that come to life. 

Patricia Bowman has the tough 
assignment of sitting with out- 
stretched arms during most of the 
opening sequence until her cue ar- 
rives. Then she floats into a doll 
darfce that ends in a whirl. It 
strikes the Bowman par, which is 
high, indeed. 
Brendel is 
Roxyettes’ 


in the second slot. 
Mickey House routine 
follows, and falls into the same 
scene. Third has the ballet corps 
in a theme obviously suggested by 
one of the recent ‘Mouse’ cartoon 
shorts. Ballet girls emerge from a 
huge basket after a smaller one is 
left on a door step. They’re sup- 
posed to be a regiment of aban- 
doned kittens. After the majority 
go through the paces of an eccen- 
tric toe routine, the six toe tappers 
have their pickout chance. 

Fourth and closing item is the big 
piano, all all-house affair. The bal- 
let girls, still in their kitten suits, 
climb upon a bench that, like the 
prop piano, stretches from arch to 
arch, Roxyettes step through doors 
at the top of the keyboard to repre- 
sent the keys and close the show 
with their flawless precision work. 

Arnaut Bros. used their whistling 
bird standard here last week. For 
the holdover they’re under head- 
pieces at all times as Mickey and 
Minnie. Rene does his gag violin 
bit with the offstage ‘echo’ biz and 
some help from the orchestra. This 
occurs during the first stage num- 
ber, as does their fiddle double out 
in ‘one.’ In the double they dance 
while swinging the bow and wind 
up in an instrumental switch for a 
comedy finish. 

Brendel (New Acts) is assisted by 
Waring for a few opening lines and 
then has Sadie Burt (Mrs. Brendel) 
for a foil the rest of the way. Sadie 
is wearing black satin with white 
fur trimmings. At first nobody sit- 
ting a block away in the mezz 
would have chanced taking an oath 
that it was Sadie Burt, but after 
awhile when she got to work on the 
feeding end of the crossfire, there 
was no mistaking her. Brendel does 
the Swede all the way in a some- 
what different style that he used 
in the vaudeville days, but through- 
out his finesse in slipping over the 
stocks spoke loudly of those years 
of past experience. The breakaway 
tux has been discarded, but Bren- 
del is doing well enough without it 
in this onelweek booking. 

Friday night’s business just fair. 
Bige. 


MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 

Cab Calloway and his band at the 
Michigan and pecking them in. He 
is appearing with his band and 
three acts, including Jazzlips Rich- 
ardson,. This show is costing very 
little money and is doing business, 
showing that the talent is the thing. 

Calloway doesn’t need the three 
acts, although they do alright. All 
he has to do is stand up and sing 
‘Scat’ and ‘Ho-de-do’ and direct a 
few hot band numbers and he’s over. 
For routining he might improve by 
saving ‘Minnie’ till later in the act 
or using it either to close or for the 
encore. As used here he spotted it 
early and then had to top it. Even 
for Calloway that is tough, if not 
impossible. Another angle is that 
Calloway follows all kinds and sorts 
of shouters who have done ‘Minnie,’ 
= he had no trouble topping them 
all. 

Richardson is a salesman. He 
does little, but sells it. His acro- 
batic dance with the side gplit is 
short for actual work, but with the 
mugging and pantomime it is over 





for a show stopper. Lee, 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Jan. 28. 


Without advance publicity, Para- 
mount folded “Cordon Bleu,” intro- 
ducing instead ‘Smiling Lieutenant’ 
in the French version, with an en- 
tire new program. Change of front 
of the house and word of mouth 
publicity immediately spreading, 
saved advance advertising. 

Show begins with newsreels, sep- 
arated by trailers of two Joinville 
productions to be later shown in 
the house. After this, three num- 
bers by the orchestra, very much 
appreciated by the audience. 

After an animated cartoon, stage 
is set for Francis A. Mangan’s pres- 


entation, titled, ‘Pink and White 
Ballet,’ using the 24 Mangan Til- 


lerettes without extra mannequins, 
and Vera Troisky, former Folies 
Bergere star, who does successfully 
a dancing specialty as a faun. 

Set first shows a terrace near a 
lake, girls descending a staircase. 
Half of them are in white dresses 
with black coats, exceedingly artis- 
tic with suitable lighting. <A cur- 
tain drops in ‘two,’ second set 
showing a garden instead of the 
lake, girls doing several steps, with 
increasing strips, ending in tights. 
Production exceedingly simple, but 
very effective. 

Show ends with the film feature, 
evidencing Chevalier has retained his 
draw. Bill, representing’ minimum 
overhead and probably less adver- 
tising expense than any week of 
last year, good for big grosses for 
several weeks. Mazi, 


Paramount, Newark 


Newark, Feb. 6. 

It is said that Adam A. Adams, 

the half owner, burned when he 
saw this show Friday mat and or- 
dered two acts out. How bad they 
were can only be imagined, but he 
certainly stopped too soon. He 
missed the 13 Kings and Queens of 
Rhythm. Their tapping isn’t so bad, 
although there has been enough 
tapping in preceding acts to last the 
week out, but they get tiresome. A 
dozen do a routine, a single man 
taps, the 12 return with nearly the 
same stuff, two boys and two girls 
tap, the man taps again, and back 
they are tc the ensemble, using 
chairs to no great results. They 
wear clothes, but have no costumes 
and never change. 
Entertaining are Marinoff’s Rus- 
sian Canines, who after a few vaude 
turns enact a sort of rural ‘Street 
Scene’ in their own set. They stand 
on their hind feet throughout the 
act. Bert Walker gags and sings 
and does imitations and wins. 

Before its own drapes “The Parade 
of Youth’ uses two boys and a girl 
and a tall fellow with the pianist. 
The elongated gent is funny with 
his dancing, which involves uncanny 
wiggles on his legs and strange gy- 
rations. The girl is peppy dancing 
alone and with the two boys. Some 
imitations and a bit if singing fill 
out. 

Mary Haines scores in a songolog. 
She is still a showwoman and they 
couldn’t get enough of her. 

Besides ‘Two Kinds of Women’ 
(Par) and a Par news, a Lincoln 
picture is shown. House not filled 
Friday night. Austin. 





Alabama, Birmingham 


Birmingham, Feb. 6. 

After this week four pretty good 
acts will be without work unless fu- 
ture bookings have already been ar- 
ranged. Birmingham is the break- 
ing spot for RKO southern division. 
Most of the acts jump to either Chi 
or to New York for future dates. 

The bill this week will get by any- 
where, probably making up for last 
week’s dud. The Roxy Gang is head- 
lining the quartet, 

Opening is Earl, Jack and Betty in 
a fast-moving skating act. Scenery 
portrays a Lake Placid type of set- 
ting, with girls and boys scooting 
about on ice skates. The fact that 
the three in the act use roller skates 
has nothing to do with the scenery, 
but it’s all right, anyway. The prize 
of the act, though, is a whirl worked 
with two workers hanging to the 
pivot. 

Spot No. 2 is taken by Fields and 
Bell, comedians. Their mainstay is 
goofy acrobats, which get them over 
in a mild manner. One of the fel- 
low’s suit needs cleaning. 

Arty Lewis and Peggy Ames ina 
nice novelty act. With them is a 
beanstalk guy measuring an altitude 
of seven feet, eight inches. There’s 
one thing sure, his folk’s didn’t raise 
him on condensed milk. He is not 
billed, but is introduced as Henry 
Mullins, The giant, however, does 
not make his entrance until the act 
is almost over. Lewis and the girl, 
Peggy, open with flirtation routine, 
and it’s just one gag after the other, 


all new. With a half-empty house 
around six p. m, Lewis got over 
great, 


Closing was the Favorites of the 
Roxy Gang in songs. Four singers 
and a pianist, and in spite the fact 
that no popular songs were ren- 
dered the act went over great. Each 
did a solo interspersed with numbers 
by all. Closing was a medley of 
Victor Herbert. 

3usiness was somewhat off, due to 
picture, “Tomorrow and Tomorrow.’ 





tuth Chatterton isn’t much of a 
draw here. Comedy and newsreel 
' completed, Bobbie, 
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TRANSLUX 


The Luxer this week is as timely 
as a daily newspaper. Program in 
a news way is far ahead of the 
competition, 

Paramount leads with first views 
of the Santiago earthquake, Sal- 
vagers are shown at work. 

Pathe does the same kind of a job 
on the German bobsled accident at 
Lake Placid that Universal made of 
the Detroit plane casualty. This is 
an exceptionally fine piece of work 
and covered in every detail from 
the time the German is interviewed 
at the top of the Lake Placid slide 
to the swing over a bank and into a 
ravine, 

Universal follows with a quick 
one on what the explosion did to 
Kansas City. 

Pathe also gets the rent rioters 
uptown in sound. Not a Bronx 
cheer, however, was caught, but 
there was plenty of gesticulating. 

An unusual subject of the same 
order in a different part of the 
world is supplied by Paramount. 
This has to do with more recent 
Mahatma trouble in India. Crowds 
are shown swarming around a flag 
and then suddenly dispersing when 
British officers crash in, : 

First screening of the Winnie 
Judd courtroom proceeding is of- 
fered by Pathe. This is a silent 


subject. 

Beach costumes are among the 
subjects at both newsreel houses 
this week, but the Luxer proves 
the more entertaining. Graham 
McNamee introduces the ‘nance 


talking reporter’ in the clip having 
to do with male sea suitings. Good 
laughs. 


Pathe gets another interview with 
Col. Roosevelt before his sailing to 
the Philippines. It also persuades 
Senator Dill to explain his reasons 
for opposing the shipment of muni- 
tions to either China or Japan. 

Luxer this week introduces a 
newsreel within a reel. It is Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Screen Snapshots’ and has 
to do with Hollywood happenings. 
Another magazine subject is an epi- 
sode in Universal’s ‘Strange As It 
Seems.’ 

Both houses caught the union- 
railways wage conference. Fox- 
Hearst scored in this since it used 
sound while the Luxer was content 


EMBASSY 


Last few weeks especially Em« 
bassy has been declining in news 
This week a new low is hit with 
only two unsensational scoops. Lat- 
ter is an interview with Japan’s 
Prime Minister, and an interpreter 
gets it on the record so that the 
American public can interpret it 
either way. Hoover’s business 
board being sworn in and intro. 
duced, is another. The remainder 
of the program is chiefly magazine 
filler. 

Although F-H is covering La‘s 
Placid, it let itself miss the German 
bobsled catastrophe and an Amerie 
can winning the skate sprint. 

Hungry birds in France, more 
Berlin dancing, more about foreign 
firemen—those are clips which are 


substituting at the Embassy for 
regular news other reels are get- 


ting. 

There is an abundance of horse 
stuff. France provides a steeple- 
chase and a trotting contest, while 
the New Orleans track is on view. 

The F-H people hunted out the 
late Czar’s cousin for an interview, 
and his relatives came back with a 
great plug for Movietone. The 
cousin in turn read a paperin which 
he stated no hope could be held 
for the world until nations get on 
naborhood terms. 

What looks like an ancient clip on 
the Italian navy, because the print 
is rainy, may be as new as the silent 
tile would have it. 

Los Angeles comes in for an un- 
usual number of plugs, with a cou- 
ple providing laughs. Kids rolling 
down a hill in discarded auto tires 
and a couple of baby crooners doing 
their stuff are good divertissement. 

More about the Garden’s amateur 
sluggers, the Londos serial, and 
some others are followed by a 
phoney match between Willie How- 
ard and Philadelphia Jack O’Brien. 
What Jack lets Willie do to him 
won't sell many season’s tickets for 
Philadelphia’s gym, 

Mention of the American magi- 
cians’ convention is made through 
the introducing of a few card and 
match tricks. American beauty 
congress which convened in New 
York also has a chance. Waly. 





with a talking reporter’s version. 
Each house, as well, has material 
on the Sino-Japanese status which, 
with silent titles, keeps film abreast 
type. Waly. 


——, 





UNITED ARTISTS, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 4. 

‘This,’ said Douglas Fairbanks, 
speaking from the stage at the ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’ opening, is an anniver- 
sary. The United Artists is start- 
ing its fourth year of operation and 
its fourth year in the red.’ 

A somewhat startled and very 
well-dressed audience perked up its 
ears. Here was something novel in 
guests of honor. In his quiet, 
poised, breezy style Fairbanks con- 
tinued: ‘It might not be a bad idea 
to have the Fox bankers step in and 
repudiate the lease.’ 

Fairbanks then joshed Mary Pick- 
ford about the second mortgage on 
the house. When the spotlight 
picked up Miss Pickford, who 
walked to the end of her aisle to 
acknowledge the reception, she re- 
plied: 

‘Douglas as the world-traveler of 
the family isn’t as familiar with 
second mortgages as the astute 
business member. I know that this 
house isn’t in the red. Nor will it 
be in the red so long as they have 
such fine pictures as “Arrowsmith”.’ 

Outside of this interesting pre- 
lude the opening differed from 
others none at all excepting that 
the United Artists on a downtown 
street has a better geographical set- 
up for the hip-hip-hooray stuff. 
Stars alight across the street and 
walk to the theatre through an alley 
of gawks under a barrage of high- 
powered spotlights. Gawking con- 
tinues through the lobby, all roped 
off. A platoon of cops is used. 
More than usual, perhaps, as Mayor 
Porter was present and one of the 
speakers. 

Nature having given the human 
neck only a limited amount of elas- 
ticity, audiences, once seated, pre- 
fer frankly to turn the whole body 
and give themselves up wholeheart- 
edly to analyzing the famous people. 
Many a dressmaker’s pattern is 
committed to memory. 

When the usual 45 minutes or so 
beyond the announced starting time 
had elapsed. Jeff Lazarus for the 
management did the introductory 
honors. And well. Only the Mayor, 
Fairbanks and Miss Pickford spoke. 
Latter pair were host and hostess 
on behalf of Joseph M. Schenck and 
Samuel Goldwyn, who were not 
present. 

"The Wild Open Spaces’ with an 
all-star Masquers club cast a mile 
long was good for a cluster of 
laughs much needed on a bill where 
the feature dealt with bubonic 
plague and wholesale mortality. 

Land, 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Feb. 5. 

No name-draw at the Imperial 
this week but Knevels deluxer in- 
dicates heavy coin splurge in stage 
prez. sets and costuming. Build-up 
to Ann Codee, Parisienne come- 
dienne, but marquee billing won't 
set the cash registers tingling to 


any extent. Codee, with stooge, 
still doing the rough-house act but 
audience response slight. 


Bill opens in ‘two’ with Paris 
street scene as back-drop. Pan- 
tomimic walkers for atmosphere 
and line-up on in pale green gowns 
for usual high-kick routine and 
circular formations. Don Julian 
and Marjorie trail with a tango, 
stage darkened for Paris scenes 
flicker-ovals, with duo in purple 
spotlight and travel-clip detract- 
ing from dancing-pair interest. 
Femme half is a blonde looker and 
scores on personality. 7 


Traveller parts on full stage 
Moulin Rouge set with line-up eas- 
ing on, in berets and feathered 
costumes. Nothing new in routine 
and tango pair back for cape 
twirls. jallet keeps up tempo with 
tambourine drills and pit band, 
under Horace Lapp, lends strong 
support. Duval Sisters, nifty in 
blue pantelette costumes, out for a 
snake-hips and torso tossing num- 
ber that registered. Roy Rogers 
next in a stew bit and drawing 
squeals. Manipulations were funny 
but chatter had to struggle and 
might be cut. Intimate stuff with 
band leader got laffs but goldfish 
swallowing, even though faked, drew 
shudders and should be out. 

Ballet back for Russian number, 
girls in masks and colorful 
tumes, but nothing new. Group- 
ings as Dave Robel goes into usual 


cose- 


whirls. Codee trails, with Paree 
talk scoring and blank pan of 
stooge aiding considerably. Usual 
rough-house stuff with stooge and 
a couple of Chevalier numbers, and 
reaction moderate, Line-up back, 
with costumes meaning anything 
and nobody caring. Finale has a 
Montmartre setting with everyone 


on and 12-girl ballet finishing on a 


merry-go-round, this a novelty up 
here and drawing a hand. 

Overture is a ‘Rose Marie’ pot- 
pourri, with Jack Arthur handling 
the baton and solo spots for the 
pit bors. Feature is Jimmie Dunn 
and Sally Eilers in ‘Dance Tear’ 


(Fox). Usual newsreel and comedy 
filers, with Kay Stokes at orga 
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VARIETY 


Tuesday, February 9, 1932 











Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (FEB. 13) 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 6) 


Numerals in connection with bills below Ind:cate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 

Palace (13) 
Jack Whiting 
Bill Robinson 
‘Hot from Harlem’ 
(Others to fill) 

4th week) 
Porcelain Romance 
Bobby May 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Segal & Shade 
Beatrice Lillie 
George Olsen Co 





Bill Teelack 


Cardini 


Neil Golden Co 
Collins & Peterson 
Jefferson 
(13-16) 


Ist half 
Chas Frink 
Jarvis & 


James Hall 


Bonhaire Tr 
2a half (17-19) 


Harrison 
Welch & Hills 
J & J Walton 








on 
Loew Picture 





JOE MAY and DOTTIE 


ROUTED 


ry 
House Pour 


Placed by 
LEDDY & SMITH 














Milton Berle 
Mills Bros 
Chester 
Ist half (13-16) 
Downey & Claridge 
Tom Fulmer 
Art Frank Co 
Jos B Stanley 
Mae Usher 
C Montnegro Co 
2d half (17-19) 
Esmond & Grant 
Lulu McConnell 
Whiting & Burt 
White & Manning 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (10-12) 
J & JI Walton 
Danny Small 
Olive Olsen 
Jarvis & Harrison 
Al Norman 
6 Franklins 
Coliseum 
ist half (13-16) 
Archie Glenn 
Art Henry 
Weist & Stanton 
Mills Bros 
(One to fill) 
2d half (17-19) 
Larry Rich Co 
2d half (10-12) 
Hatt & Herman 
Roy Smeck 





Joe Phillips 


Joe Jackson 

2d half (10-12) 
12 Rackateers 
Travers & Gray 
Fred Ardath 
Dancing Divorcees 
Happy Chappies 


Russ Brown 


Billy Maples 
Royal 
ist half (13-16) 


Levons 


Alexander & Mack 
Fred Ardath 
Broadway Bound 
Collins & Peterson 


2d half (17-19) 


4 Bobs 


Mayo & Lynn 
Lyns & Coughlin 
Kane & Ellis 
Sig Franz Co 
2a half (10-12) 


Deiux 56 


Greenlee & Rogers 
Jimmy Lyons 
Renoff & Renova 
Joe Phillips Co 


Jones & Hull 
Broadway Bound 
Art Frank Co 
Schwartz Co 


ALBANY 
Palace 

Ist half (13-16) 
Grad & Rafferty 
Stuart & Lash 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Bon John Co 

2d half (17-19) 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Ann Judy & Zeke 
Hunter & Percival 
Hannaford Co 
2d half (10-12) 
Lois Torres Co 
Chas Foy Co 
Bernice Claire 
Lang & Haley 
ATLANTA 
Keith's (13) 
Aussie & Czech 
Flo Lewis 
Eddie Garr 


Gus Edwards’ Co 
(6) 

Don Valerio 

Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 

Gracella & Th’dore 


BIRMINGHAM 

Keith’s (13) 

Don Valerio 

Will Aubrey 

Seed & Austin 

Gracella & Th'dore 
(6) 


Earl Jack & 
Fields & Bell 
Rtoxy’s Co 
Lewis & Ames 

BOSTON 
Keith’s (13) 
Deteregoes 
Cardini 
Daphne Pollard 
Bob Hope Co 
(6) 


Betty 





Donovan & Bishop 

Lytell & Fant 

Nelson & Knight 

West & McGinty 
(6) 


Pipifax 

Gleason & Allen 

Watts & Hawley 

Theodore & Noveile 

Summers & Hunt 

DAYTON 

Keith’s (13) 

Ebony Co 

Healy & Cross 

W & G Ahearn 

A & M Haveli 


(6) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Donatella Bros Co 


Earl Lindsay Co 
Sid Marion 
Nick Lucas 
4 Ortons 

DES MOINES 

Keith’s 

ist half (13-16) 
Wm H Groh 
Betty L Webb 
R Hughes & Pam 
Harris 2 & L 
(One to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Stearns & Dean 
Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
Frank Radcliff Co 
Fiochi Tr 


(6) 
Rice Florio & L 
Lytell & Fant 
Donovan & Bishop 
Nelson & Knight 





Ings.’’—San 


ROBINSON& DeWITT 


“Excellent dancing amidst 
Franciseo “News.’ 


Porgeous surround- 














“THE INTERNATIONAL JESTERS” 


CLIFFORD and MARION 


Week Jan. 30, Fisher, Detroit 











Chaney & Fox 
Hutchins & Smith 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 

86t 


ist half (13-16) 
D'w'lf M’tc’lft & F 
Carl Nixon Co 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Archie Glenn 
Davis & Darnell 


Hutchins & Smith 
3 Diamond Boys 
Mills Bros 


(One to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Maxino 
Howe Leonard & K 
Jack Major 
Gus Shy 
Golden Blondes 
Belle Baker 
Fordham 
ist half (13-16) 
Larry Rich Co 
2d half (17-19) 
3 French Misses 
Morgan & Stone 
Carl Nixon Co 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Harry Rose 


Siugin’ 


3 Diamonds 
Koran 


5 Elgins 
Bertolino. 


4 Willeys 





2a half (10-12) 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (13) 
Horace Co 


(6) 
Phyllis Rae 8 
Lander Bros 
Neville Fleeson 
Daphne Pollard 
Sam 


u £ 
1st half (13-16) 
Jeanny Lynton Rev 
Hutchins & Smith 
Davis & Darnell 


2d half (17-19) 
Lou Lockett Co 
Landt 3 & White 

2d half (10-12) 


Vaughn DeLeath 
Eddie Hanley 
Bernice & Emily 
Kenmore 
ist half (13-16) 
Whiting & Burt 
Clyde Cook 
C Montenegra Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (17-19) 


Jarvis & Harrison 
Fifi D’Orsay 

















Do You 
Need 
Do You 
Need a 
Is Your Act 
Lacking 


Room 1014, 1 





GAGS? 
DANCE ROUTINE? 
SPECIAL SONGS? 


Consult HARRY PUCK 
Tailor made song and dance mate- 
rial written especially to your style 
560 Broadway, N, Y. 
Phone BRyant 9-5746 














Ralph Olsen Co 
W & E Ford 
Dave Harris Co 
Sylvia Clark 
Jack Whiting 
Franklin 

1st half (13-16) 
8 Feet of Rhythm 
Alan Boden 
Jones & Hull 
M Schwartz Co 
Hunter & Percival 

ob Ripa 

2a half (17-19) 
Homer Romaine 
Murray & Frayne 
Havania 
Welch & Hills 


4 Willeys 
Morgan & 


Ralph 


Earl LaVier 
Ralph Olsen Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (10-12) 
Madeline Patrice 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Others to fill) 

Madison 
Ist half (13-16) 


Joe Phillips 

Belle Baker 

Olsen Co 
zd haif (17-19) 

Clyde Cook 

Lew Pollock Co 








Pepito 


2d half (10-12) 
& Bernice 
Archer & Jackson 
Bert Matthews 
Rubin 
Paul Tisen Co 


Sadler 


Benny 


(Three to fill) 


4 Kadex 
Wilton Sis 

B & E Newell 
White & 
Senator Murphy 


Hippodrome (13) AKRON 


Dave Winnie & D 


Frosini 


Rogan & Trigger 
Porcelain Romance 
& Robinson 
V DeLeith Co 
Frank Conville 
Red ter; Co 


(6) 
St John Bros 
Sidare Co 
Jones & Wilson 
La Belle Pola 


Mills 


Upham 


ra 


Palace 


Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Danny Duncan 
Rae Samuels 


Grey Fam 

Le Paul 

Rae & Harrison 
Helen Kane 





2d half (10-12) 
Manning 
Blanche Calloway 


Ist half (13-16) 
Bennie Davis Co 
2d half (17-19) 


2a half ,10-12) 





McDonald 3 

Mills & Robinson 

Horace Heidt Co 

(One to fill) 
BUFFALO 

Hippodrome (138) 

Paul =e Co 


) 

3 Aces & a Queen 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Oscar Lorraine 
Clivette Co 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
CEDAR RAPIDS 

Keith’s 
Ist half (13-16) 
Nice Florio & L 
Lytell & Fant 
Donovan & Bishop 
Nelson & Knight 
West & McGinty 
2a half (17-19) 
Wm H Groh 
Betty L Webb 
R Hughes & Pam 
Harris 2 & L 
(One to fill) 


(6) 

Billy Stennard 
Masters & Grace 
Irene Rich Co 
Milt Douglas Co 
5 Sakuras 

CHICAGO 

Palace (13) 
Seller & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli-Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 


West & McGinty 
DETROIT 
Downtown (13) 
Van Horn & Inez 
Hal Sherman 
Helen Kane 
Dave Apollon 


(6) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Paul Whiteman 
FORT WAYNE 
Keith's 
Ist half (13-16) 
Benny Meroff Co 
GRAND RAPIDS 
Keith’s 
ist half (13-16) 
Bob Dupont 
‘Scooter’ Lowry 
Don Santo & Exie 
Harrison & Elmo 
Betty J Cooper Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (13) 
Erlen Sis 
Trado 2 
Bob Fisher 
Bernivici Co 
(Two to fill) 


(6) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Frank Salerno 
Sermay & Vaye 
Jean Bedini Co 
Chas King 
Zelda Bros 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (13) 





Wallace Sis 








Dir.: Wm. 


BLACKSTONE 


Booked Solid for RKG 
Diamond, 


James Plunkett Office 








(6) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Minnevitch Co 
Johnny Perkins 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (13) 
Joe Peanuts 
& M 


Mills Kirk 
Lee Morse 
Allen & Hoover 
Anatole’s Co 
Jerome Mann 
(6) 
Seiler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Galli-Rini & Sis 
Ken Murray Co 
Mary Brian 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (13) 
Neal Sis 
Runaway 4 
Gloria Foy Co 
Minnevitch Co 
Johnny Perkins 
6) 


( 
Van Horn & Inez 
Hal Shernan 


Dave Apollon 
105th St. (138) 
G Lee & Harris 2 
Victor Oliver 
Nan Halperin 


8) 
Benny Meroff Co 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (13) 
Lido Ladies 
Coscia. & Verdi 


Reinald Werrenr’th 


Cass Mack & Owen 


Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair 


(6) 
Lita Wales 
Harry Delmar 
(Two to fill) 
LINCOLN 
Stuart (13) 
Eddie White 
Enrico T’dore & N 
6 


) 

Fred Craig Jr 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (13) 

Chas Carrer 

Foy Foy & Foy 

Irene Vermillion 

Jack McLalien 
(6) 


3 Lordens 
Anita Case 
Brems F & M Bros 
Ledova 
LOUISVILLE 
Keith's (13) 
Zelday Bros 
Bernard & Henry 
Webb & Lane 
Frank Richardson 
Ike Rose's Co 
(6) 
Erlen Sis 
Trado 2 
Kane & Ellis 
Dennis White Co 
Gus Van 
Les Klicks 
MADISON 
Keith's 





Ist half (13-16) 
Wilson Kepple & B 





~ JACK SIDNEY 


HEADLINED 
In F. & M. “Manhattan Idea” 
Dir., CARGILL and DOBSON 





Kitty Doner 
Billy Glason 


(6 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy Cohen 

DAVENPORT 

Keith's 

Ist half (13-16) 
Billy Stennard 
Masters & Grace 
Irene Rich Co 
Milt Douglas Co 
5 Sakuras 





2d half (17-19) 
Nice Florio & L 


Fred Sanborne Co 


(Two to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Frankie Finn 
Harry Savoy Co 
Betty J Cooper Co 
(One to fill) 

(6) 

Crystal 3 
Raymond Raird 
Joe BE Howard 


Sullivan & Higgins 

Rita Royce 
MILWAUKEE 
Keith's (13) 





Chappelle & Carlt'n 
Krugel & Robles 


"Baby Rose Marie 
Frank Libuse 
Ruiz & _— 

) 


3 Orantos 
Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 

Roy Cummings 
Living Jewels 


SACRAMENTO 
Plaza (13) 
Weaver Bros & B 

(Two to fill) 


6) 
Yokt Japs 
5 Honey Boys 
Wills & Davis 
Marcella’s Co 








The MAE WEST 


of the Males 
HARRY SAVOY 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 





MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (13) 
3 Orantos 





Morton & Parks 
Don Zelaya 
Living Jewels 
(6) 
V Rathburn Co 
Edith Bow 
Dr Rockwell 
Electric 3 
NASHVILLE 
Keith’s (13) 
Karoll Bros 
Sidney Page Co 
(Two to fill) 
(6) 
Costa & Rich 
Bernard & Henry 
Ike Rose’s Co 
NEWARK 
Keith’s (13) 
Mangean Co 


SALT LAKE CITY 
Plaza (13) 
Robinson & DeWitt 

Ada Brown 
Ferry Corwey 
Pop Cameron 
(6) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rimac Co 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (13) 
Kluting’s Co 
Forum Boys 
Dodge 2 
Sammy + ae 
) 


Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 





Morris & Campbell 





- CHRISTENSEN BROS. _ 
AND CO. 


Just Completed RKO Intact 
This Week: Keith’s Theatre, Washington, D. C. 





Rose Perfect 
Sisters of Skillet 
Benny Rubin 
Blanche Calloway 
(6) 
Johnny Tyrell Co 
Harry Kahne 
Ann Greenway 
Hunter & Percival 
Gus Edwards Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (18) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Lassiter Bros 
Harrington Sis 
Morris & Campbell 
(6) 


Aussie & Czech 
Fio Lewis 
Eddie Garr 
Gus Edwards’ 
OAKLAND 
Keith’s (13) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldie 
Emil Boreo 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
(6) 


Chas Carrer 
Leon Janney 
Irene Vermillion 
Jack McLalien 
OMAHA 
Keith's (13) 
3 Allison Sis 
Dick Henderson 
Kramer & Boyle 





SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (13) 
Yoki Japs 

Honey Boys 

Wills & Davis 
Marcella Co 


(6) 
Vardell Bros 
Yorke & Goldle 
Emil Boreo 
Wells & 4 Fays 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (13-16) 
Liazeed Arabs 
Sandy Durson 
Spanglers 
Chas Foy Co 
2d half (17-19) 
Bob Ripa 
Johnny Tyrell 
Collins & Peterson 
(One to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Murand & Girton 
Frank Conville 
James Hall 
Joe Besser 
SEATTLE 
Keith’s (13) 
4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 


(6) 
Deno & Rochelle 
Ray Huling 








TOILETRIES 


Are Available at VANITEE MAKE-UP 
SHOP, 160 West 46tb St., New York 


Try My Velvet Lotion—$1.50 











Rimac 3 


(6) 
Wallace Sis 
Bob Nelson 
Owen McGivney 
Anger & Fair. 
PATERSON 
Keith’s 
ist half (13-16) 
Knight Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Richy Craig 
Local Show 
2a half (17-19) 
Puck & White 
Lois Torres Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Swan Lee & Daily 
Archie Glenn 
Jos B Stanley 
Montenegro Orch 
3 Diamonds 
PHILADELPHIA 
Keith’s (13) 
Sylvia Clark 
Glad Rags 
Miriam Hopkins Co 





Eddie Nelson 
Royal Uyenos 
=o = 


Keith’s 
ist half (13-16) 
Stearns & Dean 
Carlena Diamond 
George McKay Co 
Frank Radcliff Co 
Fiochi Co 
SOUTH BEND 
Keith’s 
Ist half (13-16) 
Les Klicks 
Frankie Finn 
Harry Savoy Co 
Jean Bedini Co 
(One to fill) 
SPOKANE 
Keith’s (13) 
Bob Stickney 
Maker & Redford 
Singer’s Co 
(One to fill) 


(6) 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Hope Vernon 
Marty May 





Week Feb. 


JEROME MANN 


fellow Thespians.’’—Chicago ‘‘Examiner.’’ 
13, Albee, Cincinnati, Ohio 


per cent of his 








Major Sharp & M 
(6) 


Hugh Skelly 
Petit & Douglas 
Pepito 
Wilson Bros 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (13) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Chas Ahearn 


A Friendand’s Co 
SPRINGFIELD 
Keith's 


Ist half (13-16) 

Pipifax 

Frank Salerno 

Fulton & Parker 

Dennis White Co 
8ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (12) 

Colleano Co 

Peter Higgins 





Joe Herbert Co 





RYAN and 
Atlanta, Ga.—‘'Miss Noblette’s singing of a com- 
edy song was worth the price of admission alone.” 


NOBLETTE 


—Ralph T. Jones. 








(6) 


PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (13) 
Van Lane & V 
Crowell & Allen 
Bill Teelack Co 
Harry J Conley 
Reynolds & White 
6 Franklins 
(6) 
Larry Rich Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (13) 
Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris 
Lita G Chaplin 
Devito & Denny 
) 


G Lee & 
Nan Halperin 
Cass Mack & Owen 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Keith’s 
ist half (13-16) 
Crystal 3 
Raymond Baird 
Joe E Howard 
Sullivan & Higgins 


6 


Harris 2 





Rita Royce 


Atlas LaMarr & B 
Weaver Bros & E 





Trini 
Jordan & Woods 
(5) 


Joe Peanuts 
Jerome Mann 
Mills Kirk & M 
Allen & Hoover 
Anatole Co 


ST. PAUL 

Kelth’s (13) 
V Rathburn Co 
Edith Bow 
Doc Rockwell 
Electric 3 

(6) 

Mangean Co 
Fred Keating 
Adelaide Hall 
Howard Fine & H 


SYRACUSE 

Keith's (13) 
Madeline Patrice 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 


(6) 
Rosette & Luttman 
Bud Harris 
Lita G Chaplin 
Devite & Denny 








Picture Theatres 





NEW YORK CiTY 


Paramount (5) 
Lilyan Tashmaa 
Bing Crosby 
Sid Silvers 
Marian Marx 
6 Steppers 
Danny Dare Co 
‘Tomorrow & 

Roxy (5) 
El Brendel 
Arnaut Bros 
Micky Mouse 
Patricia Bowman 
‘Silent Witness’ 

BROOKLYN 

Paramount (5) 
Duke Ellington Co 
Nicodemus 
Danny Dare Co 
‘Jekyll & Hdye’ 

DETROIT 
Fisker (6) 
Benny Davis 


T’ow’ 








‘Pase’te Plumber’ 
Michigan (6) 
Cab Calloway 
J'zzlips Richardson 
Margaret Sims 
3 Chocolate Step’rs 
‘Union Depot’ 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay's 
Williams Rogers Co 
‘Fex Takes H’liday’ 
Grand (6) 
Esther Ralston 
‘Deceiver’ 
PROVIDENCE 
Fay’s (6) 
Edward J Lambert 
Blondes & Brunets 
Miriam Hoffman 
Margie Green 
Dancing Slaves 
O’Neil Bros 
De Long Sis 
‘Silent Witness’ 








Loew 


- 





NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 
Ist half (13-16) 
Nee Wong 
Melino & Martha 
Tiny Town Rey 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (17-19) 
Carl Scheneck Co 
Sid White 
Joe Greenwald Co 
Sully & Thomas 
Arnold Grazer Co 
Capitol (12) 
Bartes & Arden 
Mulroy McN & R 
La Vernes 
Paul Keast 
Shaw & Lee 
Orpheum 
Ist half (13-16) 
3 Melvin Bros 
Dixon & Cornell 
Du Calion 


Gilbert & Silver 


Lamb & Bellit Co 
2d half (17-19) 





Dave Barnum Co 
Manny King Co 
Joe Browning 
5 Hot Shots 
(One to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Leach LaQuinlan 3 
Petit & Douglas 
C Montenegro Co 
(Two to fill) 


Metropolitan (138) 


3 Kitaros 
Roger Williams 
Manny King Co 
C Nagel & R Marsh 
Chaney & Fox Co 
Pitkin 

ist half (13-16) 
Audrey Wyckoff Co 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Wm Edmunds Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
3 Melvin Bros 
Rose Perfect Co 
Marian Cleveland 





IKE ROSE’S MIDGETS 
BOOKED SOLID FOR RKO 
Dir., WM. DIAMOND 
JAMES PLUNKETT OFFICE 








Dave Winnie & D 
Miller & Henrietta 
Karl Dane Co 
Eddie Lambert Co 
(One to fill) 
Paradise (12) 
Fred Bernard 
Paul Small 
Rita Delano 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Vie Dunn 
State (13) 
Am Belfords 
Watson Sis 
Harry Hershfield 
Southern Gaieties 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 


Petit & Douglas 
Francis Renault 
Sunny Lee Orch 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
3 Brown Buddies 
Clyde Hager Co 
Tiny Town Rey 
(Two to fill) 

Loew's 46th St. 

ist half (13-16) 
Silver King 
Davis & Newton 
Sully & Thomas 
Dave Jones Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (17-19) 
Jack North 
M & A Skelly 
Melino & Martha 
5 Hot Shots 
(One to fill) 

Gates Ave. 
ist half (13-16) 





Sol Gould Co 
Wililams & Rogers 


Valencia (12) 
Darlene Walders 
(Three to fill) 


ASTORIA, L. I. 
Triboro 

Ist half (13-16) 
Whiteside A & B 
M Cleveland Co 
Sol Gould Co 
(One to fill) 

2a half (17-19) 
am & Peg Garvin 
Manny King Co 
tilbert & Silver 
Mae Wynn Rev 
(One to fill) 


BALTIMORE 
Century (13) 
Freda & Palace 
Pasquali Bros 
Dags Coles & P 
Cook & Brown 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (13) 
5 Arleys 
Mowatt & Hardy 
Miss Patricola 
Clifford & Marion 
Sylvia & Clemence 
CLEVELAND 
State (13) 
Jean Harlow 
H'llyw'd Collegians 
Wayneo 
Helen Wilson 
COLUMBUS 
Ohio (13) 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Flo Mayo 
Lucky Seven 3 
Mills & Kever 











~ NOW IN NEW YORK — 


AL BOASBERG 


Care WILLIAM MeCAFFREY 
Address: 226 West 47th Street 
Phone Lackawanna 4-9756 











TACOMA 
Keith’s (13) 
Deno & Rochelle 
tay Huling 
Eddie Nelson 
Royal wyepes 


(6) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Billy Farrell Co 
Yorke & Johnson 
Charles Ahearn 
TOLEDO 
Rivoll (13) 
6 Avalons 
Hal Neiman 
Baker, Dove & A 
Barry & Whitlege 
Donatella Bros. & C 


(6) 
Chappele & Carlton 
Krugel & Robles 
Harrison & Elmo 
Ruiz & Bonita 
Frank lLibuse 

TORONTO 
Hippodrome (138) 
3 Aces & A Q 
Sybilla Bowhan 
Oscar Lorraine 
Olivette Co 
Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 

(6) 
Poodles Hanneford 
Gracie Barry 
Jack Norworth Co 
Eddie Stanley 





Hope Vernon 

Marty May 

Friedland'’s Co 
(6 


4 Casting Stars 
Chas Melson 
Teck Murdock Co 
Lee, Lee, L & 
WASHINGTON 
Keith’s (13) 
Nellie Arnaut 
Hugh Skelly Co 
Lillian Roth 
Lyons & Snyder 
Rath Bros 
(6) 
Christiansens 
Reynolds & White 
Chester Fredericks 
Al Abbott 
Kate Smith 
YONKERS 
Keith’s 
ist haif (13-16) 
Murray & Frayne 
Lyons & Caughlin 
Al Norman 
Pepito 
2nd half (17-19) 
Hoffman & Lamb’rt 
Moore f3ros 
Jos B Stanley 
Roscoe Ails Co 
Ails Band 
2nd half (10-12) 
Lohse & Sterling 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
This Week: Louis Shurr, Sol Zuilk 





Norman Thomas 5 
TROY 


Keith’s 
Ist half (13-16) 
Lois Torres Co 
Bertalino 
Joe Besser Co 
2nd half (17-19) 
Sandy Durson 
Spanglers 
Chas, Foy Co 
2nd half (10-12) 
Grad Rafferty Co 
Frank Connor 
Stuart & Lash 
Bon John Co 
VANCOUVER 
Keith’a (13) 
Fortunello & C 





Barr & Davis 
Britt Wood 
Broadway 
Koran 

YOUNGSTOWN 

Keith’s 

Ist half (13-16) 
Maidie & Ray 
Benny Ross 
Danny Duncan 
Rae Samuels 

2nd half (17-19) 
Benny Davis Co 

2nd half (10-12) 
Nelson Fam 
G & M Eline 
Dorothy Stone 
Santos & Exie 


Bound 


JERSEY CITY 
Toew's (13) * 
Bob Murphy Co 
Johnny Hyman 
Al & Ray Samuels 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (13) 
Nelson's Catland 
Ross & Edwards 
Falls Reading & B 
Geo F Arthur Co 
Norman Thomas 6 
NEWARK 
State (13) 
Gerardo-Nadine Co 
3 Ryans 
Eddie Hanley Co 
Billy House Co 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (13) 
Bert Frohman 
6 Galenos 
Maureen Rio 
Dugan & Hadley 
ROCHESTER 
Loew's (13) 
Gordon Reed & K 


———=_ 
Fred Lightner 
Josef Blank Ts 

SYRACUSH 

State (13) 
Garton & Ballew 

arlotte Ayer 
Kerns Sis we OG 
Don Howard 


WASHINGTON 
Loew's (13) 
Joe Cook 
Joe May & Dotty 
Bryant Rains & Y'g 
YONKERS 
Loew's 
Ist half (13-16) 
Carl Schenck Co 
M & A Skelly 
Clyde Hager Co 
Karavaeff Co. 
(Une to fill) 
2d half (17-19) 
Loyal’'s Dogs 
Du Callon 
Sunny Lee Orch 





(Two to fill) 





Fanchon & Marco 








——~=s, 
BROOKLYN Boyce Combe 
Fox (12) Mignone 

‘Cozy Corner’ I Ray Angewin 

Ruth Roland Sunkist Ens 











BEAUTIFUL 


BLENDING 


of Syncopation and Smiles 
That’s 
LEDDY & SMITH’S 


JACK POWELL 











A & S LaMonte 
Rector & Doreen 
3 Jays 
Frank Rogers 
ATLANTA 
Fox (12) 
‘Dream House’ I 
O’Donnell-Blair Co 
Mast’rs & Gauthier 
Ben Omar 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 
BILLINGS 


Fox (16) 
‘Around World’ I 
Harry & F Usher 


Al Norde & Jean’e 
Tex Morissey Co 
Phyllis De Barry 
Globe Trotters 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (12) 
‘Greetings’ I 
Del Chain 
Lamberti 
J & H Griffith 
Buster & Brown 
Dorothy Thieme 
Collenette Co 
BRIDGEPORT 
Fox Poli (12) 
‘Stars of Y't'y’ I 
Eva Tanguay 
Corinne 
Hank Brown 
Bert Jordan 





FORT WORTH 
Fox (11-13) 
‘On Parade’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Paul Sydell 
Jose Rose 
Sunkist Ens 
FRESNO 
Wilson (12-13) 
‘Star Night’ I 
Betty Compson 
Steve Savage 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Roy Bradley 
Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 
Julian Hall 
E Judy & S Cheroa 
Gloria Pleasants 
Dorothy June 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (12) 
‘Gay Vienna’ I 
D Karekiarto 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Rena & Rathburn 
Woodland & Smoot 
Carla Torney Co 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (11-17) 
‘Marches Militaire# 
Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 








BOB CARNEY and JEAN 


DOING NICELY 


For LEDDY & SMITH 











Hi Tom Ward 
Tom Kelly 

Rice & Caddy 

Cho Cho 

Freddie Ward 

G Harrison Co 
Alex’der & Evelyn 


BUFFALO 
Baffalo (12) 
‘Montmartre’ I 
Ann Codee 
Roy Rogers 
Julian & Marjorie 
Dave Robel 
Henry Phillips 
B deValery Co 


BUTTE 

Fox (11-14) 
‘Around World’ I 
Harry & F Usher 
Al Norde & Jean’e 
Tex Morrissey & Co 
Phyllis Du Barry 
Globe Trotters 

CHICAGO 

Chicago (12) 
Arthur Lake & Co 
Arthur Tetley Co 
Nash & Fately 
Libonati 3 
Ganter & Co 

Paradise (12) 
‘Carnival’ 
Raynor Lehr 
Clyde Hager 
Cropley & Violet 
Teddy Bear 
Carnival Maids 





Sunkist Ens 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (12) 
‘Modern Minstrele’ 

Tyler Mason 

Bruce Jordaa 

3 Page Boys 

H Van Fossen 

Mark Nelson 

Esther Campbell 

Sunkist Ens 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State 


MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (12) 
‘Slavique’ I 
4 Clovers 
Brock & T’mpson 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Patsy Marr 
Laurell & Ted 
LaVonne Sweet 
Sunkist Ens 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (12) 
‘Swiss Mov'm'ts’ 
Lucky Boys 
Dooley & Lee 
Joe Pope Jones 
Wilfred Dubois 
Bert Prival 
Sunkist Ens 
MOBILE 
Saenger (12) 
‘Circus Davs’ I 
Bee Starr 





- EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED | 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 








Tivoli (12) 
‘Isle o’ Smiles’ 
Frank Masters Bd 
Charlie Chase 
Ryan & Noblette 
Briants 
Al Gordon Dogs 
Kikuta Japs 
Uptown (12) 
‘Manhattan’ I 
Jack Sidney 
Swor & Goode 
Bruno Weise 3 
Jack Lester 


Lucille 
Sunkist Ens 
DALLAS 


Palace (11) 
‘Tomorrow's Stars’ I 
Bernie & Walker 
Wanda Allen 
Mary Miles 
Zelma 
Fern Dale 
Buddy & Gretel 
Chiyo Kadomatsu 
Helen Ireland 
Dorothy Welch 
Theal Nelson 
Rudy Kaye 

DETROIT 

Fox (12) 
‘Parasols’ I 
Sheldon & Frayne 
Capt Mauss 





BROADWAY AT 50TH STREET 


Nelson's Co 
St Leon Co 


Zelda 





Hvoper & Gatchett 


Sayton Co 


NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (12) 
‘Black & White’ I 


Geo D Washington 
Clifton 


& Brent 
Dolly Kramer 
Rose Glesby 
Marie LaFlohic 
Marie A Head 


Sunkist Ens 


NEW ORLEANS 
State (12) 
‘Vacation Days’ I 

Santley 

3 Jacks & a Queen 

Wilmot & Peters 

Kirk & Lawrence 

Kathleen Kay 

Sunkist Ens 

NEWARK 

Branford (12) 

‘All at Sea’ 

Ben Bard 

Lester & Garson 

June Worth 


Gregory & Raymon 


Matt Lrooks 


Sunkist Ens 


OAKLAND 
Paramount (10-16) 
Chains’ Il 
Gold & Raye 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Tuesday, February 9, 1932 


TIMES SQUARE 








LAs Olympic Nuts See $50,000,000 
Cash Influx; Biz Heads Say $1,500,000 








Feb. &. 
out 


Los Angeles, 


Professtonal boosters here 


claim the Olympic 


$50,000,000 in 


blithely games 


will bring spending 


money to Los Angeles and environs. 
As the games last only two weeks, 
July 30 to August 14, this 
at around $3,500,000 a day*over 
above the regular’ resident 
trading. That again figures out 
as $10 a head for 350,000 
or $5 a head for 700,000 persons. 

But those who know the type of 
people who form the bulk of visi- 
tors to these parts figure that $10 
a day per capita is crazy and $5 
a day princely. 

An executive of one of the civic 
bodies with a complete lack of Ro- 


figures 
out 


and 


persons, 


tarian enthusiasm sanely figures 
that if $1,500,000 extra coin is left 
behind after the Olympiad it'll be 


fair enough. 
Transportation? 

What troubles the statisticians is 
how any army of people running 
into hundreds of thousands is go- 
ing to be brought here for that busy 
two weeks. Assuming that most 
people would stay only a few days, 
er if staying the full two weeks 
wouldn’t want to arrive much be- 
fore the start, how are the Santa 
Fe, Union Pacific, Southern Pacific, 
et al., to bear that terrific sudden, 
and temporary strain? Obviously 
private automobiles will carry the 
nearby population. 

Many, perhaps most, people have 
the idea that the Olympic games 
run all through the summer simi- 
larly to the World’s Fair which will 
be a 150-day attraction in Chicago 
in 1933. 

One way they figure the tourists 
out here is through the volume of 
temporary bank accounts opened or 


the letters of credit on deposit. 
They’re markedly off this winter 
with the bankers figuring these 
more substantial folks are holding 
back for the Olympiad and _ will 
show up in the summer. 
Conventions 
About 30 of the 114 conventions 
scheduled for 1932 in Los Angeles 


are booked during, just before or 
just after the games. Shriners went 
to San Francisco, fearing Los An- 


geles couldn't accommodate them 
with the athletic influx. 

Hotels and restaurants have 
promised not to raise their rates, 


but they haven't put it in writing. 
Synthetic Studio 

To give the Olympic games a 
see-pictures-made come-up, prop- 
osition of leasing a vacant studio 
and turning loose idle personnel 
from the regular lots for exhibition 
picture making is under consid- 
eration. 

Games committee wanted all lots 
open for visitors but that’s out flat. 
If the synthetic studio idea doesn't 
go through, visiting firemen will be 
routed through the Hays office for 
tickets, with each studio donating 
one open-house day. Advantage of 
the prop studio would be two-bits 
admission charged for the benefit 
of the MP Relief Fund. 


TACOMA’S 2D RUN WAR 


Japs and Chinamen Go to Boycott 
and Fisticuffs on Own 
Tacoma, Wash., Feb. 8. 
Town is having its own Jap and 
(hinese war. The pig tails 
have declared a boycott against the 














- 
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WALDRON’S MARRIAGE 


Told it to Bernie — A Secret No 
Longer 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Jack Waldron and Harriet Garat 
slipped over to the City Hall last 
Thursday (4), and got married. 
Waldron is m.c. at the’ Frolics, 








Coast Charity 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

Coast liquor prices hit a new 
low this week, going 20% be- 
low prices of -two weeks ago. 


Following are case lot prices 
of the big booties, whose prin- 
cipal the 
picture mob: 

Bourbon $42.50 to $52.50 

Scotch, $45 to $80 (Chivas 
Regal) 

Gin, $45. 

Rye, $45 and $50. 

tum, $25 (Lemon 
$57.50 (Bicardi) 

grandy, $65. 

Champagne, $62.50 to $90. 

Local gin, $17.50. 

Local wines, $25 


business is among 


Hart) to 


$27.50. 


ATHLETIC TWIST FOR 


and 











Ziegfeld beauties in future 


slated 


are 


for a type of beautification 


and exploitation new to most of 


them. 
from swimming in public school 
pools to handshaking Rotarians and 
Mayors. 

Ziegfeld last week secured a lad 
who has promoted many national 
and local beauty contests to give his 
own girls the same kind of treat- 
ment, The young man, Martin 
Starr, has entrained to take up his 
duties with the show at Cleveland. 

An important part of the idea are 
hook-ups with the Y. M. C. A,, 
7 i ee Be Be. WR By Ee Ws oe AK 


Hostess’ 2 Suits Against 
Clown Total $600,000 


Feb. 8. 


totaling 





Chicago, 


Breach of promise suits 


$600,000 have been filed here and in 
New York against Pepito, the ciown. 
First suit, filed here about a month 
ago when Pepito was showing at 
the Palace, is for $100,000; the 
second set of papers were stamped 
in New York when he was working 
at the Hippodrome there and calls 
for $500,000, 

Plaintiff is Rose Mary Adams, who 
claims to have met Pepito in Sept., 
1931, when she was working as a 
hostess at the Silver Slipper, New 
Orleans. Claim is that he promised 
to marry her. 

Pepito, whose right name is Joe 
<scabor, intends to battle the suits, 
having retained Harry Kalcheim on 


both cases. 





Long-Haired Pianist 
Held. as Extortionist 


Feb. 8. 
alias Fred E. 
pianist 


Worcester, 
Lou F. Stafford, 
39-year-old 
composer, who has his hair cut 
long, is under arrest here, accused 
of attempting to extort $100 from 
Mrs. Ida Coleman, of Syracuse, 
i, a 
When the musician was arraigned 
in police court, said he recently 
came to Worcester from Syracuse; 
that he wrote to the woman and 
told her if she failed to send him 


Mass., 


Lewis, and 





Japs on foods and every kind of 
product which they handle. 

Most of the fruit and produce 
stands here in markets operated by 
Japs. A large number of chow 
joints and beaneries owned by 
Chinamen. The Chinese gambling 
places patronized mostly by Japs 


are nearly deserted and the dealers 


anc. operators wish the thing would 


cease 


Had one or two Chinese and Jap 


fights here 


but nothing serious. 
MARRIAGES 

Peggy Prior Von Eltz, actres 
to Jose ph Moncure March, write 
In Hollywood, Cal. 

Jack Waldron and Harriette 
Garat in Chicago, Feb. 4. Groom 
is at the Frolics cafe and the bride 


©i vaude, 
Fanchon Royer, 


+1] . 
(aallagner, 


independent pro- 
Jack her biz 


Manager, Feb. 2, in Holyweod 


a icer, to 


ZIEGFELD’S BEAUTIES 


They are to do everything” 


while his bride formerly worked in 
| Vaude with her husband as Miss 
; Harriett. i 


| Romance between 








| the pair has | 
;} been on for five years, Waldron | 
wanted to keep the whole thing 
quiet, so told Ben Bernie about it 
land the maestro obligingly broad- 


item over the air. 


RENO RETAINS 
_ TTS SHARE OF 
DIVORCES | 





| ast the 


| Reno, Feb. 8&8. 
} Stage and screen celebrities, find- | 
|ing their marital difficulties too 


troublesome to bear, have furnished 
most of noise in the local divorce 
court during the past few weeks. 
There are still a few girls and boys 
here waiting for decrees. 

Lucy Cotton Thomas Ament 
Hann, who in active life craves an 
audience, ducked the kibitzers when 
she got a decree on Feb. 2. She 
requested the court room doors be 
locked and they were. Then she 
told the judge that Charnes Hann, 
Jr., her attorney-husband of New 
York, disapproved of her friends, 
ignored her relatives and had no 
sympathy for her ideals. She got 
a decree and her name of Thomas 
restored. This was her’ second 
teno decree within year. On her 
first visit she secured a. divorce 
from Col. Lyton Gray Ament, war 
time aide of Herbert Hoover. 
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Celebrity Nights’ Just a Racket, but 


Actors Are Cinch Chumps in Chicago 


+ 








As Lucy Cotton she was a stage 
celebrity a few years ago and the 
wife of the late Thomas, her first 
husband, publisher of the New York 
‘Telegraph.’ 

Miller-Wagner-Webster 

Celeste Crosby Miller, sister of 
Juliett Crosby Hornblow, stage and 
screen actress, has filed suit against 
Ralph G,. Miller, United States vice 
consul at Buenos Aires. Mrs. Miller 
is the daughter of Oscar T. Crosby, 
explorer, who was director of Bel- 
gium relief commission in 1915. 
Countess Caraccilo is sister. 

Marian Wagner also filed suit 
against Dr. John Hubert Wagner, 
Pittsburgh surgeon and former Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh grid player. 

George Walton Webster, Jr., son 
of a wealthy Boston wholesale 
grocer, won suit for divorce against 
Nina Webster, former chorus girl. 
She countered with separate 
maintenance demand and then filed 
a divorce suit cross-complaint ask- 
ing $200 week alimony. 

The Webster suit, however, may 


upset the traveling feature of 
Nevada the divorce law as Mrs. 
Webster’s attorneys will attack 


validity of the act on ground that 
Webster claimed Reno as Nevada 
residence and filed divorce action 
at Carson City where he had no 
residence, 





These Piano Players 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 
The $100,000 alienation of affec- 
tion suit brought by Mrs. Bertha 
Jonas of Pittsburgh against Frances 
Williams, musical star, was settled 
out of court here last week. Louis 











Elephants’ B. O. 


straw to be spread on the floor, 
3edded down one night back- 


stage, the beasts nearly forced 
closing of the theatre and were 
out of the intact remaining 


three days while they 
their hay in a railroad freight 
car, latter because of the cold 
wave, was too far for a march 
to the theatre. 


That Sunday Night 
Affair Cost Solomon 
A $1,400 Booking 


to Sidney 


munched 











Due Solomon's verbal 
lashing Jan. 31 at his Central Park 
Casino, administered to newspaper- 
men present and others not among 
the party, a $1,400 
booking with Lucky Strike. 

Ed Duchin’s band was all set to 
go on the Lucky NBC broadcast 
Thursday (4) from the Casino for 
about the same price the band re- 
ceived during its former ciggie 
broadcast. After the Sunday night 
fracas, Lord, Thomas & Logan, 
agency handling Luckies, cancelled 
the booking. 

R@ason for the cancellation was 
not only that Walter Winchell was 
among those reported insulted, but 
because Solomon was said to have 
let loose on other grudges, includ- 
ing one against a Lord, Thomas & 
Logan exec. 


Solomon lost 


Solomon's feelings against the 
agency exec and MCA dates back 


to Duchin’s first booking on the 
ciggie account. At that time Solo- 
mon asked $1,400 net for the band, 
with no understanding reached as to 
whether it would be net or other- 
wise by the time the band went on. 
After the band broadcast with Win- 
chell from the Casino, Solomon re- 
ceived a check for $1,260. MCA had 
deducted its commish. 

Vincent Lopez band was booked 
to substitute for Duchin. 





Backstage Battle 


‘ 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 


A backstage bout Friday (5) be- 
tween LeRoy Prinz, stage producer 
at Warners’ Mastbaum, and Cy 


sartlett, manager of Alice White, 
current headliner there, made page 
one in the local dailies. Prinz did 
most of the receiving, but Bartlett 
denied being the aggressor. 

It happened before the opening 
show. 


—_ ee 


dial 





Chicago, Feb. 8. 


Celebrity nights, not a new 
Wrinkle, but still a high pressure 
st. Pau Feb. 8 +3 r . 
é promotion in town, is pushing show 
Elephants are out for stage a ; : 
business round ind actors are 
here, following trouble — helping the cause. For the price of 
RKO Orpheum had with the : 
; a cup of coffee and a sandwich per- 
l yf acny € ms her it} > 1 
Pe wht pachydern are We formers break their necks to ‘go 
Singer's Midgets _ } 
Ri] ‘ t on’ for this place and that. 
sllLete in garage over tne " 
: ; ees ara ie While the idea of special nights 
week end, animals were kicked . : : 
at cafes and hotel rooms is by no 
out wnen owners ot cars 
means a novel one, it has reached 
stored there asserted the trop- 
: : such proportions as to have become 
ical scent transferred to their : 
P : : an institutional thing around here, 
mohair cushions. A vacant Perfect f en ‘ 
erfec or hungry ress agents 
store tried next proved a dud ninenaeirs ~ id y 1 ‘ mn: to 
‘unning out o deas and stunts 
on the same grounds, while a th “a ane Pay 1i . 1i mg 
“ other se cras 1e i 1g e 
second garage on account of U : i _ a a 
. . sua yrocedadure 1S to extend a core 
fire ordinance wouldn't allow Be eS 


invitation to an actor, and the 
bigger the name the better, but al- 
Ways with the innuendo of ‘don’t 
forget to bring your ukelele along.’ 
Newest form of invite is by tele- 
gram and always looks personal 
and important. Performers from 
out of town, playing a week’s stand, 
take these wires. seriously. No 
matter how tired they are after four 
or five shows they fall for the ‘per- 
sonal touch’ believing it came direct 
from the sender, who nine times out 
of 10 doesn’t even know the actor. 
It hardly occurs to the performer 
that it’s strictly a p.a. pipe. 

From small and unimportant be- 
ginnings the celebrity night thing 
here has grown into a come-on 
proposition that has yet to be 
equalled anywhere else in the coun- 
try. Talent amounting to as high 
as a million dollars in quality and 
quantity has appeared at one time 
and showing at these celebrity 
nights. What attempts to stop ac- 
tors from exploiting themselves fox 
nothing that have been made by 
theatres from time to time have 
usually proven half hearted efforts. 
Theatres employing these altruistic 
performers are more than often sold 
on the publicity angle. 

One of the standard selling rou- 
tines used by the celebrity night 
purveyors, to the theatrical inter- 
ests in the Loop, is that the adver- 
tising and plugging of these nights 
bring more people downtown 
earlier in the evening in order toe 
attend the big event later. Show 
people go for everything and this 
sort of glib chatter makes ’em fall 
the easier. 

In the final analysis the actor is 
always the patsy. He eventually 
realizes he is being used as a suck- 
er, but somehow or other he never 
learns. 





Vera King’s Cleve. Ex 
Says He’s Clean Broke 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 

Vera King, former show girl, is 
trying to collect $3,000 in back 
alimony from her ex-husband, but 
Morris T. Lederer, Cleveland steel] 
and iron man, answered her law- 
suit last week by singing the 
Alimony Club’s theme song, ‘The 
3ankrupt Blues.’ 

Miss King, who won her divorce 
in 1930, claims that he agreed to 
pay her $9,500 in installments of 
$75 weekly, but that he hasn't paid 
Since Jan. 15, 1931, 

Lederer, in defense of a contempt 
of court charge, declared his biz is 
so bad he hasn’t drawn a salary 
check for five months. Since mar- 
rying again in Jan., 1931, he says, 
his second wife has been paying 
for up-keep of their home. Also 
that he owes a maid six weeks’ 
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$109 he would ‘expose a certain | Little, counsel for Mrs. Jones, re- e pack ig AP 
| crime.’ Stafford was held for a|!fused to name the amount of set- Peggy Leaf Unchained oo (King, ROW Sree ee New 
sanity test. He was arrested when |tlement. Chicago, Feb. &. rk, complained she needed ali- 
| Ife called at the postoffice for a Action arose over the alleged Peggy Leaf, of the Chicago ‘Girl mony dough for an operation. Her 
jietter from Mrs. Coleman. theft by Miss Williams of the af- met, tery oe | : at =-nubes * Dustneen _Jedgers _— 
| The long-haired pianist said he|fections of Alan Jones, former Crazy mere, danced her way out wane enecked to verify his finan- 
|}came here with two Filipinos sell- | Pittsburgh cab driver, but now aj|°f matrimony by obtaining a di- Cee SHOUNIOS, 
jing tops, but he deserted them | professional pianist, on the road}|vorce from Theodore Klasen, with a 
| And he was plenty sore because the | with the California Collegians in| whom she eloped in 1928 only to be John Heinzman Ill 
;cops nabbed him just as he was Three’s a Crowd.’ deserted last March, she claimed John Heinzman is ill in City Hos¢ 
jabout to distribute 5,000 printed | Miss Williams in her answer de- = ay ibs , ‘ pital, New York, 
blotters, describing his talents as a|clared the couple had separated Among other things, Miss Leaf Heinzman has been connected 
musician. |three years before the public | ©a@reed non-support although ask- | with the music business for a num- 
ia i a —s acknowledgement of her love. Since |/@& no alimony. She requested and | ber of years. 
then, however, she changed her | “45 & anted permission to use her —$$ $$ ______ 
ORGANIST IN SMASH-UP |mind, eloping with Lester Clark, | ™#iden name, BIRTHS 
Schenectady, Feb. &. another musician, last April. ‘ ‘ 
att .e Tavlor. ore: st at the ea ’ | Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stever, son, 
— rahe sadl aii ” _ D T her’s Traged EDDIE CASEY'S BREAKDOWN |Feb. 1. in Richmond, Cal. Mrs 
RKO Plaza, is recovering trom in ance eacner $s ge y | Eddie Casey. legit producer, left! Ste ver was formerly Bernice Otten 
juries received in an auto crash nea) San Francisco, Feb. 8. | New York for Saranac Thursday dancer, Father is vaude barit« ne. 
Albany Feb. 4, She received cracked Herman Wisler, Berkeley, Cal.,| (4). He suffered a breakdown after | Anita and Robert Littell, New 
kneecap and bruises about bod | dancing ang dramatic teacher, shot | producing ‘Kast of Broadway’ at the | York, Jan. 31 son, Father was 
Car a total wreck. land killed his wife, Leah, and then; Belmont, N. Y. | formerly drama critic on the 
Miss Taylor expects to be back) killed himself in his studio Feb. 2. sefore leaving he arranged with | ‘World.’ Mother is daughter of 
at the console about end of t} susiness worries caused the | Leblang’s to continue his show for | Walter Damrosch. Child arrived 
y week. j tragedy. J another three weeks. } on Dr, Damrosch’'s birthday. 
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News From the Dailies 











_ This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New Y 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


ork, Chicago, 
Variety takes no credit 








East 


Dorothy Knapp suit emitting 
sparks. Mrs. Anne Penfield sub- 
mitted an affidavit. last week, the 
exact contents of which were not 
made clear to the spectators in 
court, but which referred to Miss 
Knapp as ‘a more or less nude 
chorus girl. Paper said to be a 
holdover from a suit started by 
Mrs. Evelyn Hubbell, Mrs. Pen- 
field’s sec, for $250,000 against Car- 
roll, which faded before it reached 
the courts. 








Rehearsals of ‘Seein’ is Believing’ 
held up for 10 days or so when 
Bertram Harrison, stager, goes to 
Balto hosp. for auto hurts. 





Grace George has bought French 
play, ‘Mademoiselle’ for her own 
use over here. By Jacques Duval, 
who did ‘Un Faible Femme.’ Miss 
George will make her own adapta- 
tion. 





Robbers forced Clarence Mar- 
tineau, of the Tudor theatre, Bronx, 
into the boiler room of an adjoin- 
ing apt. house and took $2,240 he 
was carrying to the bank last Mon- 
day night (1). 





Alma Clayburgh, former op. sing- 
er, dropped her divorce suit against 
Albert Clayburgh. She compromised 
on a separation and a substantial 
alimony allowance, 





About 200 drawings by Nijinsky, 
Russian dancer, on exhibition at the 
Waldorf-Astoria under supervision 
“ef his wife. He became insane when 
imprisoned for 15 months during the 
war, and is confined in a retreat in 
Switzerland. Has a mental kink that 
sad subjects are funny and vice 
versa, and most of the drawings are 
highly fantastic. 





Treasurers’ Club to hold 42d an- 
nual benefit at Erlanger’s Sunday, 
2i. Treasurers used to count on a 
two weeks’ sick benefit annually, 
but now the money goes to needy 
members, 


Living Theatre Productions, Inc., 
the newest. Aim as announced is to 
give unusual productions at low 
prices with a policy of ‘extreme 
courtesy to the public. Now work- 
ing on ‘Near to the Stars,’ 





Louis Birnbaum, Jewish actor. 
takes over the Liberty, Brooklyn, 
and will drop the star system, offer- 
ing drama and musicals 





Gladys Unger, who adapted ‘Ex- 
perience Unnecessary’ from the Ger- 
man, now working on a novel from 
the play, 





Pauline Lord, of ‘Distant Drums,’ 
will be guest of honor at a tea given 
this afternoon (Tuesday) by Mrs. 
Samuel Marks to the Actors’ Din- 
ner club, at the Plaza. 


‘ 


Bill now in Congress would put 
radio under the newspaper category 
in applying the libel laws. Would 
punish both the speaker and the 
station, 





Eddie Prinz, producer, was 
sloughed by his wife, Texas Rayne, 
in Brooklyn Wed. (3), when she had 
her marriage to him annulled on the 
grounds that she was only 16 when 
she married him. She's older now 
and knows better, she says. Has 
been a showgirl and was with 
Tex Guinan’s Out-of-the-French- 
Trenches-by-Xmas expedition. 





‘East of Broadway’ with its 
trunks all packed to move out last 
week will stick around the Belmont 
for a while longer. 


Linda Watkins back on B'way 
with a load of lowdown on Holly- 
wood, Says she’s a stage actress. 





Harry Langdon, film comic, plan- 
ning to make his own productions 
at Grantwood, N. J. First, ‘The 
Show Goat,’ 





Richard Nicolai 
acrobatic family, finds himself a 
man without a country. Born in 
China, the Chinese regard him as an 
American because of his father’s 
nationality, but the U. S. claims he 
is a Chinaman because Eelling’s 
father was born in Paris, and re- 
gards the younger Belling as a 
Chinaman. He cannot be natural- 
ized, because this is denied Chinese, 
so neither the U. S. nor the Chinese 
Consul will give him a passport. 
One sister was born in Denmark 
and another in Hungary, while his 


Belling, of an 


‘> 


——_ 
brother was born in Manila, all dur- 
ing the course of the acrobatic fam- 
ily’s travels, and none of them know 
just where they stand as regards 
citizenship. 





Ruth Gordon and Doug Fair- 
banks, Jr., discussed as possible 
leads in Guthrie McClintic’s ‘I Was 
Waiting for You.’ 





Robert Garland, of ‘World-Tele,’ 
bet Julia Hoyt, of ‘Hay Fever,’ show 
would not last two weeks. So he’s 
buying @ dinner for 12, 





Eight employees and an office 
mgr. of Consolidated Film labs 
walked out at the Ft. Lee plant 
last week (3) when they were asked 
to sign papers authorizing the com- 
pany to refund contributions to the 
Consolidated Associated, benovelent 
club, in stock instead of coin. 





Syd Burner and Oscar Borden, 
who authored ‘Men Are Beasts,’ 
working on a drama based on the 
Allen murder case. Psychological 
study. 


‘Whistling in the Dark’ will have 
an actress who is heard but never 
seen and another who is seen but 
has no lines. Martha Mayo is the 
speechless maid of all work and 
Laura Harding will do the offstage 
voice of a telephone operator, 


Cinema Patents Co., charging 
Warner Bros. and Duplex Co, with 
infringement of the Gaumont pat- 
ents, loses Delaware suit, court 
holding that Gaumont did not in- 
vent the devices he patented. Suit 
is on processing machine and not 
sound patents. 


Francis X. Bushman suing Albert 
E. Hamilton of Toronto for $10,000 
damages for injuries in an auto 
crash in that city. 


‘Fourth Little Show,’ which did 
not look so hot, is on again, with 
Dwight D. Wiman looking around 
for sketches. Due in the fall. 





Helen Warady, 27, taxi dancer, 
killed herself by gas Wed. (3) ow- 
ing to the desertion of her hus- 
band, Theodore, whom she married 
only six weeks ago. 


Ned Jakobs, sometime producer, 
in court to protest over recent 
award of $15,000 to Mrs. Beatrice 
Barry, one of his backers. Jos. 
Yarbrough, who kept the books, 
gave the Supreme Court some side- 
lights on Jakobs’ backers. He got 
$42,000 from Mrs. Barry, $1,000 from 
(Miss) Leslie Gross, $2,500 from the 
latter’s brother, $10,000 from Mrs. 
Lucretia Thompson and $500 from 
Miss Lifshey. All went, more or 
less to finance Jakobs’ theatrical 
ventures. 





Peggy Woods got $309 from Ray 
Goetz when ‘Star Dust’ failed to 
shine. Others in projected cast still 
asking. 





Alma Clayburgh, singer, drops 
her divorce suit against her aged 
husband at the urge of her daugh- 
ter. 





Morris Cass gets two weeks’ ’sal- 
ary from Ben Stein. Bounced from 
‘Black Tower’ without the formality 
of a notice and Equity arbiters give 
him the award, though Stein con- 
tended notice had been given. 





Dorothy Knapp quits her suit for 
ouster from ‘Fioretta’ when told by 
the judge that the best she could 
hope for was the nominal six -cents. 





In November 1928 a grand jury 
Was empaneled to consider the 
Rothstein murder case. They were 
discharged last Wed. (3), officially 
closing the case. 





Remainder of the music library 
of the late Anton Seidl, including 85 
opera scores, presented by Mrs. 
Seidl to Col. University. Conduc- 
tor was brought over here in the 
late ’80s to direct Wagnerian ops at 
the Met and remained to conduct 
Philharmonic Soc. 





Booze cruises so numerous that 
the s. s. agents have to cut rates to 
fill their boats. 


Tour of Maud Adams and Otis 
Skinner extended to include the 
coast. Will close there, 


Joie Ray loses that Newark mara- 
thon when his partner lifts her 
hand to adjust a curl. Under the 
elimination rules that was an error 
that cost them $500 since they only 
received the second prize. 





‘Soul of Mexico,’ amateur made 
picture with story based on Madero 





revolution, given a private showing 





at Roerich hall Thursday. Mexican 
ambassador among those present. 
Picture is silent with musica] sound 
track. 





Howard Hughes one of the few 
bidders for the airship Los Angeles, 
which the Navy plans to sell. 
Wants it for a picture, 





Ben Greet abandons his Ameri- 
can tour because schools and col- 
leges have no money for extra 
curricular features. 


One of the freak bills in the W. Y. 
Legislature is to empower villages 
to spend $1,200 annually for outdoo: 





motion pictures. Nothing said 
about projectors. 
John Jean Burns, former female 


impersonator, gets a year for sale 
of narcotics. toes to Leavenworth 
after three trials. 





Pauline Lord made her air debut 
Sat. 





Thos. Wanamaker, Jr., grandson 
of the late dry goods merchant, 
working backstage at the Riviera to 
learn the theatre business from the 
bottom up. 





Lincoln theatre, Union City, N. J., 
held up during performance. Bandits 
got $529 without disturbing the au- 
dience, 





Jerry Jarnagin, pianist and hus- 
band of Irene Franklin, in the Neu- 
rological Inst., with non-serious ail- 
ment. 





Meeting of the Roxy Theatre 
Corp., told that the theatre had 
taken a loss of $163,571 in 1931. Re- 
vealed that since Roxy quit at his 
$150,000 annual salary, the house 
has been operated by the Fox The- 
atres Corp. under a contract where- 
by the latter took 5% of the gross, 
but not to exceed $3,000 in any one 
week. Fox corp. owns a controlling 
interest in the common stock, it 
was also revealed. 

Col. Fredk. Pope, C. Chandier 
and Col. Francis I. Robbins elected 
to the board to represent the Class 
A stockholders. A. C. Blumenthal, 
W. S. Michel, S. R. Burns, Felix A. 
Jenkins, C. A. Cabalerro, Ernest W. 
Niver, Rich. Rowland, Harley L. 
Clarke and Harry Arthur represent 
the common shareholders. No con- 
tests on the latter nine, but other 
nominations for the Class A list. 
Catholic and Protestant churches 
in White Plains uniting to bring 
in Frieburg Passion Play, Feb. 
11-13, 





Eden Musee, Coney Island, which 
contained many of the figures from 
the original Musee, partly de- 
stroyed in a three-alarm fire Sat- 
urday night (6). Owned by Sam 
Gumpertz, who has many conces- 
sions on the old Dreamland site. 
Loss not stated. 





Max Gordon figuring on a spring 
revue for Clifton Webb. Also one 
for Fred Astaire, 





Bela Blau has wrapped up Arthur 
Richman’s ‘Giants in Our Midst’ 
and put it back in the safe. Was 
all set to put it in work. 





Butler Davenport, who has been 
running the Bramhall Playhouse in 
East 27th street as a free theatre 
for the last nine years, has put in 
a box office. Has been supporting 
the project by passing the hat. 





Harry B. Smith recalls in the 
‘Herald Tribune’ that the original 
production of ‘Robin Hood’ cost 
$109.50. Old scenery and props and 
Robin Hood wore the costume he 
had previously used as Manrico in 
‘Trovatore.’ 





Shaw and Lee are planning an 
intimate revue for B’way. 





Announced by Philharmonic orch 
that Toscanini has made so little 
progress with his arm that he will 
be unable to return. Sir Thos. 
Beecham and Ottorino Respighi 
will guest conduct. 





Arrested Dec. 29 on charge of 
mailing threatening letters to his 
wife, Clarence S. Rose, formerly 
affluent advertising man, was un- 
able to furnish bail and stuck in 
jail until Feb. 7, when he was sen- 
tenced, Now out on_ probation 
under suspended sentence. He 
threatened Mrs. Rose’s life when 
she entered a $100,000 alienation 


suit against Katherine Burke, 
showgirl, who posed for ads fot 
Rose’s company. The suit is still 


pending as well as a divorce action 
against Rose. 





Laurette Taylor will return to the 
stage under W. A. Brady, appearing 
in two Barrie offerings, 





William P. Cox and Television, 
Inc., sue Television Laboratories, 
three of its directors and six other 
corporations, charging breach of 
contract between Cox and the 
laboratories, whereby he was to be 
given exclusive use of the tele- 
vision patents of the laboratory. 
Charged that Int. T. T., Mackay 
Radio and Telegraph Corp., Orange 
Securities Corp., RCA, Wired Ra- 
dio, Inec., and Phila. Storage Bat- 
tery Co. conspired to influence the 





laboratories to breach the contracts 





made with Cox between Nov., 1930, 
and March, 1931. Wants $25,000,000 
damages. 





Wm. Harris, Jr., announees the 
engagement of his niece, Miss 
Phyllis Harris to Edw. E. Epps, of 
Great Neck. . 





Jos. Verner Reed goes to Hobe 
Sound, Fla., for what is being re- 
ferred to as the winter, 





Members of Junior League and 
finishing school flaps organize the 
Lily Pons Fan Club. 


Appellate court on Friday (5) or- 
dered Otto Kahn to appear for 
questioning before trial in the suit 
brought against him by Rosalind 
Morini, soprano, for $250,000, for 
statements alleged to have been 
made by him and published in a 
musical magazine. 


Zelma O’Neal to pay Martin 
Sampter $3,646, which he claims as 
commission. Court gave judgment 
in that sum in Sampter’s favor. 
Sampter dug Miss O'Neil out of 
small time vaude and signed as her 


manager, Has been suing for two 
years. 

Dorothy Gish in hospital. Her 
husband, Jas. Rennie, flew here 


from Boston, 
revealed. 


Cause of illness not 





Coast 





Wallace and Rita Beery have filed 
papers for adoption of 16-month- 
old Carol Ann Priester, orphaned 
daughter of Mrs. Beery’s aunt, 


“dith Dillon, wife of John Dillon, 
director, was held up by two men 
and robbed of $10,000 in jewels and 
$600 in cash in her home. 


Amber Deane, ex-show girl, seek- 
ing annulment of marriage to 
Edgar Darby on charge of bigamy. 


Carmen Pantages will wed John 
Considine, Jr., on St, Valentine’s 
Day. 





Leon Leonindoff, Fanchon & Mar- 
co stager, ordered to pay $75 weekly 
alimony to his wife. She is suing 
for separate maintenance. 





Maurice Chevalier, sued for $500,- 
000 by Charles Lasswell for use of 
the song, ‘Right Now,’ Lasswell’s 
composition. 





Eddie Gribbon and wife arrested 
on charges of drunkeness. Released 
on $650 bail, + 





Vincent Liggett, actor, arrested on 
charges of drunk driving, 


Lucille LaVerne seriously injured 
in an auto accident. Suffering from 
five dislocated vertebrae. 





Mary Duncan had her marriage to 
Lewis Wood, business man, an- 
nulled, 





Prince Serge M’Divani must pay 
$6,000 to Morton Kaye for lost Per- 
sian rug. 





Lorena Layson, actress, granted 
divorce from Leonard Layson on 
grounds of negligence. 





Hoot Gibson sued for $80,365 by 
Mr. und Mrs. Hobbis over an auto 
accident last Aug. 7. 


Mid-West 


It took five bandits to stick up the 
Berwyn theatre, Berwyn, Ill, and 
all they got was $25 in coins. Show 


was on during the job, but no com- 
motion, 








Albert Krader, usher at the Picca- 
dilly, Chicago, risked his life in 
catching a sputtering bomb about to 
go off in the rear of the house. It 
exploded later, wrecking two steel 
doors of the theatre, shattering win- 
dows in the neighborhood and caus- 
ing about $1,000 damage. Police 
couldn't find a motive. 


Sylvester Sammons, 55, publishe1 
of the Morristown (Ind.) Sun. 
weekly paper, leaped to death froin 
the Indiana Soldiers and Sailors 
Monument at Indianapolis. Friends 
claimed he had been in poor health 
and spirits. 





Jacob J. Gummersheimer, 70, for- 
mer newspaper editor of Bellville 
(1ll.), was killed when struck by an 
Illinois Central train. Police set it 
down as an accident. 

Zurah Shrine Temple, Minneapo- 
lis, will stage an indoor circus at the 
Auditorium Feb. 22-27. 








Alexandra Tolstoy, daughter of 
the Russian author, lecturing in 
Chicago, 





Failing to negotiate qa settlement 
with his wife Annette, Capt. Billy 
Fawcett, fan mag publisher and 
sportsman, filed suit for divorce at 





Brainerd, Minn., on statutory 





—————-. 





grounds. He also filed answer to hig 
wife's cross-complaint charging 
him with cruel and inhuman treat. 
ment, 





Extortionists threatened to kidnap 
Rosa Raisa’s baby unless the operg 
star comes through with $500. Police 
are guarding the Raisa hotel suite, 





Ellis M. Clarke, 83, columnist ang 
reporter for the Ottawa (Kan.) 
Herald, died of heart trouble there, 
He was said to be the oldest news. 
paperman in Kansas, 

Pola Negri slipped the Chicaga 
press the interesting info that she 
is going to marry a local boy. But 
she refused to name him, 





Harry Moir, Jr., son of the Morri. 
son hotel owner, was nabbed by 
police in connection with a gang of 
gasoline station thieves. Young 
Moir was arrested in his apartment 
along with six others. 


Janet Reade, vaude singer, re.« 
ported a holdup to Chicago police, 
claiming to have lost three rings 
valued at $1,900. Bandits followed 
her home after she closed at the 
Oriental, but neglected to grab $500 
in cash she had with her, Miss 
Reade stated. 


Illinois legislature passed a bilt 
legalizing 15-round boxing in that 
state, with the measure coming up 
for the governor's signature. If 
signed it will make possible heavy- 
weight championship bouts in Chi- 
cago. 





Flop Olympics 





(Continued from page 1) 


from the International Olympic 
Committee, Incidentally, the games 
have been a boon to the club, which 
drew some nifty Cebutantes and a 
number of spenders to the club this 
winter, using the games as the big 
ballyhoo. The cash spent by these 
people hardly leaves the club, as the 
club is almost a village in itself 
that remains somewhat aloof from 
the town proper, They have their 
own stores, ete, right on the 
grounds. 

The shops in the main part of 
town, that depend on the poorer 
crowd which seeks accommodations 
in the cheaper hotels and boarding 
cottages, have failed to do a rush- 
ing business, and are staring at all 
their stock. The smaller income 
vacationists are very scarce, and 
if not scarce, just hanging on. 

Delaware and Hudson R, R. con- 
structed two miles of siding just 
outside the village, to accommodate 
all the guests that, supposedly, 
wouldn't be able to find accommo- 
dations in the town. The idea was 
to have a little village on the sid- 
ing, but it has turned out to be a 
deserted village, 

Bar Does Well 


One hotel is doing well with a 


bar installed especially for the 
Olympics. Most of the sports writ- 
ers keep themselves warmed up 
there. 


Lake Placid’s alibi for the small 
crowds is the unseasonable weather, 
which made everything springlike 


just prior to the games, but the 
biggest cut into profits is tight 
money. 


The natives feel that even though 
the games are a financial pain in 
the neck, they will reap plenty of 
publicity from the newsree!~ which 
are all on hand, and the daily re- 
ports of the newspapers which 
broadcast the success of their local 
boy, son of the town butcher, Jack 
Shea, who has won both of his 
races from the Norwegians, who 
hitherto dominated the games. 

But when the cheers have died 
down and the deficit looms larger, 
it will be time for the taxpayers’ 
lament. 





Publix’ Stripper 





(Continued from page 1) 


poris of police censors and membei» 
of its local staff who caught the act 
al the Gayety. These were to the 
effect that Miss Wausau performed 
the near-nude and strip dances so 
‘artistically’ as to render them un- 
objectionable. However, the bur- 
lesque management, in order to be 
certain of avoiding police inter- 
ference, had the stage so dark dur- 
ing the numbers that Miss Wausau 
was hardly visible, so the mystery 
is how the police censors and Pub- 
lix lads could report on the artistic 
angie, 

Publix plans a big exploitation 
campaign for Miss Wassau who 
already has the advantage of the 
Gayety's heavy advertising splurge 
and lots of customers’ talk. 
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Beer Not Near Enough 


Attempt to sell Broadway and its environs 10c beer has two-thirds | 
failed. Indicates the sector’s suds blowers 
One of the chain orangejuiceries added 
recently and installed beer taps, miniature 


for a time German bartenders. 


still want their ether. 
extra space to three 


outlets 


a 


Two of the spots yanked the beer parts out within a fortnight. 


Cohen Bros.’ Spelling 


Harry and Max Cohen, brothers 


stepped into a new racket recently. 
in style by tarring the stuff with molasses. A 
invaded the Square with a number of such spots. 


operating a 


floating ticket agency, 
nopcorn joint, keeping 
chain outfit has lately 
Cohen boys adver- 


Opened a 


tise their product with a slight change in spelling, using a ‘k’ instead 


of a ‘c.’ 


Reason for Cheap Berries 
One result of the Florida land boom several years back is an abundance 


ef low priced strawberries. 


Huckstered 
basket in the middle of winter seems astonishing. 


along the streets at l5de. 


There was 


the 
a time 


when the berries had a winter retail price of $1.50 and only offered in 


the class cafes. 


It seems that many people who bought Florida land didn’t know what 
to do with it when realty prices dived. Not a few settled in the state and 


went in for sirawberry culture, 


Mulrooney’s Tardy Tip-Off 
Police Commissioner Mulrooney visited the Friars recently and looked 
up Steve Reardon, who was a fellow roundsman in their early days on 


the force. Several 


Said Benny Piermont: 
years late.’ 


witty remarks were exchanged, 
warned: ‘Don’t play poker with Steve. 
‘Commissioner, we found that out; 
And Steve doesn’t play any more, 


then 
He’s a mind-reader,’ 


Mulrooney 


you're 20 


British Gentleman-Sportsman 
Sir Malcolm Campbell, the speed marvel who was knighted last year 
when he established the world’s speed record for motor cars by dash- 
ing his Bluebird along Daytona Beach at the rate of 245.77 miles per 


hour, is the typical British gentleman-sportsman. 


He arrives this week 


and will leave almost at once for Florida, believing he can better the 
record by 10 miles more per hour, despite the fact that no other driver 


has approached his record. 
Campbell's trip 


and try will cost about $25,000. There are 


certain 


gratuities, but doubtful if they total the expense and certainly there is 


no profit. 


Biggest gratuity is on the oil used, sponsors paying $15,000. 


Money from tire makers and on the petrol (gasoline) is smaller. 
Campbell's party includes four mechanics from England and his Amer- 
ican manager, Bill Sturm of Indianapolis, who also represents Kaye Don 


over here. 


Speed driving is hardly a hobby, but Campbell has one. It is searching 


for buried treasure. 
the 
try. 


 —— 


Last year he spent six months on Cocos Island, off 
coast of Panama digging for buried gold. 


Plans to make a second 





bars and pretzel bowls. Also, | 





Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


Picture pilots are airing their ton- 
sils in attempt to crash the mike 
as cowboy crooners, 


A Rap for a Plaster 
When Associated Film Enter- 
prises filed suit for $1,973 alleged to 
be due on lab bill from Hollywood 
Syndicate for work on two films, 
Samuel de Groot, syndicate’s trus- 
tee, cross-complained, asking for 
the return of $2,212 already paid 

and claiming inferior work. 





Sound Stage Suit 
Realty company is suing to evict 
Standard Sound System from two 
of its three stages. Lease term 
trouble. 


Wesley Ruggles 
Lebanon 
pendix. 


in Cedars of 
hospital to lose an ap- 


Laemmle Lot Busy 

Seven units active last week and 
six this week at Universal is the 
lot’s high tide in over a year. 
‘Jockey Kid,’ due to come on this 
week, leaving only five to go on the 
season's 26. Payroll currently has 
950 names. 


Academy increased its concilia- 
tion panel to 15 names to better 
the chances of getting five together 
for speedy action on industry com- 
Plaint. Al Kaufman takes Joseph 


I. Schnitzer’s place on the com- 
mittee. 


Schnoz In ‘Parade’ 
Jimmy Durante has been written 
into Metro’s ‘Wet Parade’ as a 





character that didn’t occur to Up-° 


ton Sinclair, 


No ‘Marriage Interlude’ 
‘Marriage Interlude,’ which U 
was to make with Tala Birell, is 
off. William Wyler was to direct. 


Spanish Talker 
Miguel Torres, now in N. Y., will 
return here in two weeks to pro- 
duce his second Spanish talker, 
‘Her Night of Folly.’ Medea de Mo- 
Varry cast in the lead. 





Cashier Killed 
One of the passengers of the ill- 


fated Century Air Lines plane, 
Which crashed near here two 
Weeks ago, was Marie Sweeny 
Combs, assistant cashier at the 


audio theatre, She was returning 
rom her home in Bakersfield where 


she had gone to recuperate from an 
operation. 





So. Africa Rival ? 


(Continued from page 13) 


business. found it 


otherwise. 


Some have 


Kinemas, Ltd., have to pay Abra- 
ham Berman plus costs on a Su- 
preme Court judgment for breach 
of agreement to appoint him as 
manager of the new theatre in 
Pretoria (Transvaal). kKinemas 
denied the agreement, which stated 
that on completion of the new thea- 
tre Berman was to be appointed as 
manager for five years at $175 a 
month, with a commission of 5 per- 
cent. Notice of appeal was given. 





E. H. Bostock, proprietor of the 
famous Bostock and Wombell’s Cir- 
cus and Menagerie, is over here for 
health reasons. His show is dis- 
banded, owing to Mr. Bostock being 
unable to carry on the management, 
due to advanced age and ill health. 
All his animals have been sold to 
the London Zoo. 





The African Theatres ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ Revue has been doing big 
business at the Opera House, Cape- 
town. It is undoubtedly the best 
show seen over here in years. The 
principals, chorus, scenery, singing 
and dancing carry the stamp of a 
perfect combination. 





If a bill passes at the next session 
of the South African Parliament 
professional boxing is doomed in 
this country. The bill is enginecred 
by some wet blankets. High placed 
officials consider the bill dead, as 
it will fail to have the necessary 
support in Parliament to carry it 
through. 





The Dresden Opera Company 
wants to visit South Africa. The 
German Club in Johannesburg re- 
ceiv~d a letter from the conctrn 
asking the prospects for a tour in 
1932. German over here would 
like the idea, but the financial side 
of the business is out of the ques- 
tion. 





The construction of Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer Johannesburg theatre 
has started. Contract price stated 
to be $285,000, exclusive of the in- 
terior decorative work. suilding 
to be completed in ten months. 





Schalim.n’s Broken Arm 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Sidney Schallman, agent, knows 
now that Friday is unlucky for him. 
In an 
emerged With a broxen arm. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


auto mixup Feb. & he, 





Empty Victory 





Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Sheriff is returning a num- 
ber of slot machines confis- 
cated from various merchants. 





County counsel advised the 
sheriff machines couldn't be 
seized as long as merchants 
decline to honor checks won 
them. Merchants who 
exchange goods fer the checks 


are being prosecuted. 


irom 











Loop Getting 


Loud Speaker 
Slug, —Nutty 


Feb. 8. 


surrounding 


Chicago, 
and 
have gone loudspeaker nutty. Every 


Chicago burgs 
shoe shine parlor and barber shop 
has an amplifier 

the to entice 
the passers-by with song and spiel. 
Show which started the 
idea, is busy increasing 


tacked up over 


door the notice of 


business, 
its loud- 
speaker appropriations and voltage, 
the marquees all over town getting 
horns to broadcast vocal trailers. 


Lay-offs with good radio pipes 
are finding some by-the-way shek- 
els in this new angle, many per- 
formers getting comfortable sal- 
aries by crooning and spieling over 
individual mikes. Many recognized 
establishments are using this public 
address system, feeling that they 
can grab as many listeners from the 
crowds on the streets as they can 
over the regulation radio channels, 
and at a cost that’s a giggle in com- 
parison. 

Publix-B.&K. has taken the no- 
tion up sharply for its Oriental 
loop spot, getting particular use of 
the amplifer every time there’s a 
name band on the stage. They 
slap a phonograph record on the 
horn every hour or so, the interval 
giving the impression that the mu- 
sic is emanating direct from the 
stage. To increase the illusion there’s 
hearty applause-noise after each 
number. 

Legit has also lent an ear to the 
wire system. At the Erlanger, the 
‘Chocolate Soldier,’ current musical, 
is getting continuous plugging from 
the horns on the marquee each day. 
The theme song of the operetta is 
played continually. And after the 
melody comes a long spiel on the 
merits, the price and additional ad- 
vertising. House is finding that this 
type of plugging is making its 
mark as ‘direct selling.’ 

Nailed to the side of the Hotel 
Sherman is another booming meg- 
aphone, and in active competition 
with the other dozen or so yelp- 
ing radio-tubed amplifiers spouting 
all through the loop. The Sher- 
man’s howler is giving the passing 
mob a continuous series of regula- 
tion radio-style entertainment, 
crooners, instrumental concerts, and 
of course, the inevitable advertis- 
ing harangue, this one for the 
Willys-Overland autos being dis- 
played in the hotel lobby. 


Denver’s P. A. Job 


Denver, Feb. 8. 

First intimation that Denver 
wanted a press agent came when 
bankers and business men held a 
banquet, offering the job to Ben 
Serkowich, exploitation specialist 
for RKO. 

Desire of the locals is to put and 
keep Denver in print as a commer- 
cial and vacation center. Business 
group offered to deposit two years’ 
salary in a bank for Serkowich, but 
he turned it down. z 

Serkowich had exploited the 
opening of the new RKO Orpheum 





here. He showed a variety of new 
publicity tricks that startled the 
town. 


Bike Grind Cut-Rates 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Cut-rate bug has even hit the six- 
day bike race at the Stadium. First 
time the pedal event has issued half 
price tickets here. 





Relays are being broadcast over 
W-MAQ, on a local hookup ony, 
with two pickups a day at $:i5 p 
m. and 10:30 p.m. Hal Totten deo 
ing the announcing. 


Wallpaper Bandits 


= 


Now Peddling 


Phoney Stills, New Fool Proof Gag 
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RUGGIRELLO CINCH PUSH 
FOR SCHAAF AT GARDEN 


By JACK PULASK! 


For the second consecutive week 
the Garden offered a mediocre 
card, drawing mediocre attendance. 
About 7,500 in the house. Ernie 
Schaaf had no trouble stowing 
away. Salvatore Rugegirello, an 
import from Italy, early in the 
fourth round Friday (5). Balance 
of the show would have better 


suited the armories, where most of 
the fighters came from. 

Fault not entirely that of the 
Garden's. Paulino Uzcuden was 
matched to meet Schaaf, but Uzie 
cracked a rib or something and was 
forced to cancel. Ruggirello 
slated for the semi-final and 
moved up to the main event. 

Ruggirello has a vicious right, a 
wild haymaker that does the job 
when it lands. Sal took the hulk 
called Walter Cobb out of the 
heavyweight picture recently and 
did the same thing to the then like- 
ly Stan Peroda. But his handlers 
were too sanguine in letting him 
go against a man of Schaaf’s class, 
a boxer and hitter who ranks well 
up in the heavyweight title con- 
tendership. 

Schaaf, who had Jack Sharkey in 
his corner (Sharkey has a hunk of 
Ernie), easily evaded the wide 
sweeps of Sal’s right and chopped 
him up in the clinches. Ruggirello 
has no idea how to tie an opponent 
when close and little about infight- 
ing. However, in the second round, 
the foreigner’s friends yelled when 
he got in several good socks. It 
was merely a flurry, for Schaaf, 
after taking it, continued to batter 
the bloody map of Ruggirello and 
nearly sank him with left dents to 
the tummy. 


Ruggy Hears Birdies 

In the fourth right after the be!l 
Schaaf cracked a left hook off Sal's 
chin and the visitor heeled back to 
the ropes. That started the finale. 
A right chop to the whiskers sent 
Ruggirello down for a nine count 
in less than a minute and he was 
getting such a smacking without 
retaliation right after that, that 
Arthur Donnovan, the’ _ referee, 
stepped in between. It was just a 
workout for Ernie. 

In Ruggirello’s place, Arthur Hut- 
tick, a butcher boy from the West 
Side, was sent in against Eddi2 
Benson from the nabe clubs. Ben- 
son is one tough guy who can take 
it, and he did. Huttick gave him 
little chance to steam up things, 
keeping on top continually and do- 
ing most of the leading. 


was 
was 


Canada Hearings 





(Continued from page 13) 
you. I have asked you to come in.’ 
The Fox distrib had turned him 
down, he had signed a contract for 
Warner Brothers pictures but had 


heard nothing further, witness 
claimed. Freedman said F. & B. 
theatres in his zone had reduced 


prices, given double bills, had in- 
cluded vaude and had trucks on the 
streets advertising this. Freedman 
said he refused the offer to buy his 
lease, 


No Vaude 


Harry Harris, vaude booking 
agent for B. & F. was called but 
defense argued that vaude did not 
enter into the charge. Harris was 
dismissed. 

Roy O'Connor, former buyer for 
the indie, chain run by Billy Sum- 
merville, ex-member of the city’s 
board of control and now on the 
staff of the Ontario Motion Picture 
Bureau, claimed that he was un- 
able to get the better films. 

O'Connor's first difficulty was in 
trying to get films from First Na- 
tional, he claimed. ‘Finally I was 
told I could get some pictures at 
increased prices but there was one 
picture I could not get at all I 
had torbuy 24 second-run pictures 
at one time in order to keep the 
house open. 

‘When I for certain pic- 
tures, 1 -as told that they went to 
Famous Players. I was able to buy 


some Vitagraph films, but 


asked 


they were 





Closeiy following the promotional 
by 


shoestring legit producers, a group 


methods renerally pursued 


of former wallpaper (phoney stock) 


salesmen are now 


the 


peddling pieces 


in stills to gullible weisen- 


heimers around New York and New 
Like the 


Jersey. sharpshooters in 


| legit the stil] promoters are selling 


quarter interests to 10 or more in- 
vestors. 
It’s a law-proof racket and the 


boys are cleaning up in new broom 
ashion. None of the victims has 
as yet let loose a squawk and since 
a bleat on the part of chumps is 
self incriminating there won't be 
any ‘copper’ yells. 

The method of procedure in 
building up a prospect is to tell him 
that for $2,000 he can buy a 25% 
interest in a still located on the out- 
skirts of one of the larger New 
Jersey or Long Island towns. Once 
the prospect’s curiosity is aroused 
he is taken out to the alky manu- 
facturing plant and shown the ap- 
paratus all ready to be hooked up 
for operation. The sale is usually 
clinched when the sap is told that 
it costs about 80 cents to make a 
gallon of alcohol which is sold to 
wholesale fire water makers for 
$2.80 a gallon, giving the combine 
a $2 profit per gallon. On that he 
is promised his investment of $2,000 
will be returned in four ways. The 
still shown the chump costs $3,000, 
has a capacity of 500 gallons a day 
and the chump is sold on the prop- 
osition when he is told that after 
his initial investment is returned 
he will draw down $100 a day as 
his share. He is further instructed 
that alcohol made from sugar and 
yeast takes about 72 hours to fer- 
ment and that his $2,000 will be 
used to buy a load of sugar to start 
the 10 barrels per day production. 
The toughest job ‘e still promoters 
have is to keep their 10 or more 
25% owners from mingling and 
checking up. The average pur- 
chaser of a piece in a still knows 
nothing about its necessary equip- 
ment and operating detail and as 
a result the props shown him in 
the barn-like structure are in such 
condition as to be incapable of pro- 
ducing even if the boys ever in- 
tended operation. Just to make it 
look real the promoters even use a 
prop truck load of sugar as @a& 
convincer. 


Once enough pieces have been 
sold the racl-et boys tip off the pro- 
hibition agents that a still is being 
operated in their territory and when 
a raid on the plant is made they 
inform the newspapers so that the 
news gets the proper publicity. The 
following day the chump is shown 
the newspaper clipping of the raid. 

The real estate agent who rents 
them the location often assists in 
supplying the names of prospects. 





ruined after six months’ protection 
and that two weeks was sufficient. 


Louis Feighan testified that he 
had been able to get first-run pic- 
tures prior to the operations of the 
B. & F. indie group. 


Stench Fine Paid 


William S. James, another indie 
operator, charged that stench bomb 
attacks had been staged in his the- 
atre. The offender had been caught 
by police and had been fined $50 or 
six months in prison. A Famous 
Players representative had paid the 
fine, claimed witness. James said 
he had refused te go into the B. & 
F, combine, 

John Stapleton, another indie, 
claimed that Regal Films (of which 
Nathanson is head) had had trouble 
with him because he had not bought 
the Joan Crawford pictures. 

James Starkman, indie operator 
and a surprise witness called by the 
crown, drew a general protest from 
all of the defense counsel. Pre- 
siding judge upheld R. H. Greer, 
prosecuting crown counsel. 

Starkman testified he was called 


to the Film Exchange 3uilding 
after he had contracted for 14 
United Artsists pictures. He was 
sent to the B. & F. offices, he 
claimed. Bloom said: ‘You have to 
release these United Artists’ pic- 
tures and give them to me. If you 


don’t give these pictures to us, you 
won't ge any pictures.’ 
Starkman turned 


the pictures 





not very good. I was only able to 
buy Fox films from what was left 
over.’ 

Witness felt that a picture was 


over, he said. 
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Miami Beach 


By Beachcomber 


John Charles Thomas will warble 
for the natives Feb. 16. 

Don Lanning has ended his en- 
gagement at the Frolics club. 

Cameron McLean, baritone, 
run a singing school in Miami. 

Zona Gale is in town for lectures 
at some of the swanky hangouts. 

Helen Morgan packed them for a 
week at Club Lido in Miami Beach. 

Mystic Clarke, crystal gazer, is} 
doing his stuff at the Tivoli the- 
atre in Miami. 

Zemsays Continentals are doing 
the playing at the Hollywood Beach 
hotel this winter. 

Paul Graham’s orchestra is the 
whole works at the Floridian night 
club in Miami Beach, 

Ray Teal and his orchestra played 


will 


for the Burdine Sunshine Fashion 
Show at the Roney Plaza. 
Marion Anderson, negro singer, 


xave a series of programs at the 

colored schools in Miami during her 

stay here. 
Walter C. 





Kelly is wintering at 


the King Cole in Miami Beach | 
among George Ade, Jess Andrew | 
and such. | 

The original platinum blondes | 


formed a Gray Hair league here this | 


week. It’s a membership until you | 
die or dye. 

The Miami Beach Little Guild | 
opened. The theatre is on top of | 


the roof of the 
Highbrow drama, 

Sebord company has acquired the 
Coconut Grove theatre, dark for a 
year, and will open it as a year 
around film house, 

New bill at the Olympia theatre 
spots Oliva Fay, Harvey Bell, sing- 
ers; Perrell and Lane and Rosa- 
mond and Revello, dancers. 

The Dade County Parent-Teach- 
ers’ association takes a look at the 
pictures and recommends them as 
fit or unfit for the kiddies to view. 

Joe Widener got a dozen flamin- 
goes for the trick lake in his Hia- 
leah park race plant, but they flew 
home to the West Indies two days 
later. . 

Deauville, once the favorite spot 
for some of Broadway's playboys—’ 
and girls, won't open this winter in 
Miami Beach, Furnishings sold at 
auction, 

Helen Morgan did a specialty for 
a news reel—and it will never be 
released for she sang a copyrighted 


Fleetwood hotel. 





number and the copyright owner 
wants $1,000. 
Willis Sharpe Kilmer changed 


hotels because the one he was in 
last winter didn’t have steam heat. 
This winter it hasn’t been under 65 
more than six minutes. 

Somebody dug up one blue law 
which stated that it was illegal to 
operate any moving vehicle after 
sundown unless it were preceded by 
a lantern at a distance of 14 feet. 

Mrs. Larry Schwab got herself 
into a golf tournament at the Miami 
Biltmore, but had the misfortune of 
qualifying in the championship 
flight and got out of there quick. 

Some of the night clubs here 
change the costumes of their chorus 
and bill a new show. Villa Venice 
is stuck that way because they 
started the season without cos- 
tumes. 

Frolics club in Miami takes off 
the couvert charge except on Satur- 
days and Sundays. Dancing girls in 
Miami Beach night club charged 
with taking off couvert on some 
other days and nights. 

Mack Wells is directing the new 
show at the Frolics club. Etta Reed, 
blues singer, Wells, Winthrop and 
Stanley, dancers: Jack Burnett, uke 
utilizer from Chi., are in the show; 
Manny Landers orchestra. 

Couple of the Miami political fac- 
tions got into a row and the sheriff 
and county solicitor bounced out 
with a threat to enforce all the old 
blue laws on the statutes. They 
curled up six hours before their own 
deadiine. 

Vernon Seaver and the Biscayne 
Theatres, Inc., are in the courts 
over which shall run the Biscayne 
Plaza in Miami Beach. Seaver and 
his partner, George Borders, bought 
the house from Smith, Inc., but can’t 
get possession because the Biscayne 


Theatre, Inc., has a lease, which 
runs for another year. 
By M. H. Hammer 
Java now may be had ‘all you 


can drink for a nickel.’ 
Miss Carmody keeps up with her 
joyous chuckle regardless of biz. 
Ruth Roland seemed mighty cross 


one night at the Capitol, Reason 
unknown, 
Harvey Cocks adds 15 pounds, 


loses a few front teeth 
healthier than ever. 

Automobile Show at Armory this 
week drawing 5,000 to 6,000 daily 
attendance at two bits. 

Errata—E. X. Cailahan, held up 
by police for speeding, but a few 
passes fixed up the affair. 

Wrestling shows pulling big in 
town. Zaranoff and Sonnenberg 
get the best gate in years. 

Basketball games here are noth- 
ing like they used to be. Small at- 
tendance at even the best games. 

What a grand time the unem- 


but looks 


TIMES 





Daw 








CHATTER 


pictures for a dime at the Princess, 
a downtown theatre. 
Caesar Dunn, brother 
Dunning, informs local 
man he has completed 
piece called ‘Savoir 
Gasoline 


of Philip 
newspape! 
work on a 
Faire.’ 
stations at war nere- 
abouts. Prices range 
to 17 cents a gallon. Take 
pick of the scores of brands. 

Walter Brown, ‘Courant’ theatri- 
cal columnist, making frequent trips | 
to New York. He seems to be en-/| 
joying the Metropolitan Opera. 

Radio reception throughout ‘ade | 


from 135 cents 
your 


in mighty bad condition with fade- 
outs, static and, in some cases, just! 
poor program, and tubes selling for | 
fifteen cents. 

Maurice Cronin, John Reitmeyer, 
and Tom Kelley doing duty on dif- 
ferent shifts as city editor of the 
‘Hartford Courant,’ America’s old-! 
est newspaper. | 

The Hartford Board of Finance | 
has reached the stage where it is 
reported the entire payroll of 
cials, including teachers, 
10%, starting April 1. 

Capitol theatre house's 
record with Ruth Roland, F&M and} 
‘Hell Divers’ on bill. Airplane man- 
ufacturers toss hats in the ring and 
work out a few stunts with the the-| 
atre. 

Ignace Paderewski 
clusion, remaining in his home on 
wheels before concert appearance 
at the ritzy Bushnell Memorial. Re- 
fusal to give interviews got news- 
paper boys all het up with resultant 
lack of publicity. 

Connecticut shore resorts usually 
deserted during the winter and re- 
freshment places closed tight are 
doing an unusual business this win- 
ter. Wide open houses frequented 
by thousands who are making mo- 
toring trips over these warm weather 
week-ends. 


———— 


St. Paul 





offi- 
will be ecu 


breaks 


goes into se- 


Shrine circus Feb. 15. 


lco. megr., 


Hollywood 


Joe 


shorts. 


Donahue making 


Camille Collins, 
sec, detonsiled., 

Troy Orr, Fox-West 
now in the home olfice. 

Don Eddy and Perry Lieber on a 
dude ranch over the week-end. 
Gallery 


Charlie Rogers’ 


Coast p. a., 


Tom 
Florida, 

Rabbi Madlyn a technical expert 
on Radio’s ‘Symphony of Six Mil- 
lions.’ 

Fernie Fineman and Robert Coo- 


back in town 


'gan at Palm Springs getting rid of 


colds. 

Laird Doyle writing 
for both KNX and 
wood. 

Arch Reeve has gone for two sad- 
dle horses for his Santa Barbara 
ranch 

Leo Carrillo and his Chinese 
Murphy, getting laughs at 
mount, 

Chester Morris nabbed for speed- 


continuities 
KFWB, Holly- 


valet 
Para- 


ing at Oceanside and paid a saw- 
buck fine. 
Sam Mintz still Paramount's acs 


pipesmoker, but he’s taken up bum 
ming cigarets. 

Marion Gering went to Palm 
Springs for some sun. It rained the 
four days he was there. 

Coming from WLW, Cincinnati. 
Virginia Karns is doing a 
comedy program over KTM, L. A. 

Eddie Milne, Fanchon 
brought in ‘Five 
unit and takes out ‘Gobs of Joy in 
Bermuda.’ 

Mrs. Hal Roach left by train for 
Mexico City to join her 


thur Loew. 

Billy Evans and his Peace Makers 
band switched from KMPC, Beverly 
Hills, to KTM, L. A,, for daily 
morning programs. 

Three children of Gene Fowler ar- 
rive here tomorrow (9) to join their 
father and mother, who like the 





Jan Garber band at Hotel Lowry. 
Morgan Ames here on a fast trip. 
Auto show editions of the dailies 
way off. 

Ray O'Connell looking for a cof- 
fee route. 

Rumored RKO will cut vaude in 
Twin Cities. 

Mike Frisch victim of the Empire 
Builder wreck. 

Jan Garber band succeeds Henry 
Halstead at Lowry. 

Jack Nonnenbacker chiseling space 
ahead of the midgets. 
Bridge instructors 
draw at Terrace cafe. 


are teatime 


Even crying towels froze when 
mercury hit 16 below. 


Roland Douglas moved to Sioux 
City to manage Orpheum. 
Stagehands on six-day week to 
spread coin more equitably. 
Taxi business rushing. Managers 
can’t crank their cars in cold wave. 
Trolley system called fastest in 
U. S. and telling the world about it. 


Joseph Kilbride, Orpheum asst., 
goes east. Succeeded by Stan Krue- 
ger. 


Paramount back to Friday open- 
ing, making loop unanimous except 
RKO, 

George LaVictoire, local operators’ 
head, on vacation in Florida this 
month. 

Russian ‘Blue Bird’ revue turned 
a profit in three-day stand at Met 
at $2.50 top. 


Dora Mackin on sick list with 
Ivy Barlow now asking ‘How 


many?’ at Orpheum. 

Auto show hurts theatres, giving 
sen Pollack’s band for free dancing 
and a free car every night. 

Dog races staged at local park by 
one of dailies killed the kid trade at 
all loop houses Saturday (30). 

Three conventions in town, but 
didn’t mean a thing to show biz. All 
whoopee was staged in private 
rooms. 

Old friends getting a kick out of 
seeing Clem Boland, former theatre 
man here, appearing as extra in 
‘Forbidden.’ 

Jack McArthur, veteran stage- 
hand, crashed the dailies with me- 
moirs of the stars here in his 27 
years’ service. 

Carlton Duffas moved here from 
Minneapolis for publicity post, vice 
Don O'Neil, who becomes Bert Nix’s 
asst. at Alhambra. 

Singer's Midgets booked one night 
stands at Billings, Butte and Mis- 
soula, Mont., to break the five-day 
jump into Spokane. 

WDGY, Mpls. radio station, open- 
ing St. Paul studio Feb. 11, with 
Adelaide Hall, RKO feature, the 
featured attraction. 

Marty May bought an old saloon 
brass rail while here to install in his 
Baldwin, Long Island, rathskeller 
for Charlie Freeman to park his 
dogs on. 

Paramount scooped town and 
bragged about it with shots of in- 
stallation of John Gregory Murray 
as new archbishop of St. Paul dio- 
ecese. Cashed in in loop and nabes 
of this heavy Catholic center. Ed 





ployed are having. Two big feature 


Furni's idea. 


California climate. 
Miriam Hopkins is getting the rep 


| of being one of Hollywood's best en- 


tertainers. Throws buffet suppers 
for 50 every now and then. 


Anita Louise glad Universal 
called off ‘Marriage Interlude,’ as 
1she found they had her cast for a 


| 12-year-old girl part. 
is 16. 
Stanley 


Miss Louise 
Dawson, Barnum & 
Bailey p. a. who came here by car 
with several accidents on the way, 
returned to N. Y. on the Pennsy!l- 
vania. 

Jose Rodriguez is the only radio 
p. a. in captivity who also leads a 
symphony __ orchestra. At KFI- 
KECA, L. A,., he also supervises all 
programs. 

Dick Licence out as chief an- 
nouncer at KTM, L. A. Ed Lytton, 
musical director, handling both jobs 
pro tem. David Carlyle, another 
KTM announcer, back after a 
mumps siege. 

Edward Everett Horton is using 
a banner 110 feet long trailed be- 
hind a Fokker plane carrying Hor- 
ton’s name as plug for his Play- 
house shows. Claimed to be the first 
use of a sign trailed behind a plane. 

Alex Lovejoy, comic in ‘Lucky 
Day,’ who has been singing that ‘I 
Ain’t Gonna Do That No More’ 
number of his for 15 years, was 
asked who composed it for him. ‘It 
was a writin’ gentleman by the 
name of Izzy,’ says Lovejoy. 

Samuel Golewyn, Inc., is submit- 
ting another amendment to Betty 
Grable’s contract for court ap- 
proval. This is a provision that she 
will work .*n the stage, radio or 
television as well as pictures at stu- 
dio salary. Miss Grable started at 
$50 and is no~ in the $100 a week 
class. 





L. L. Savage talks in a whisper. 
Flu, 

Orpheum opens Feb. 11. with 
‘Peach O’Reno.’ 

‘Way Back Home’ held over at 


Mayan, second run. 

Holden Swiger and Phyllis Beck- 
ley married Jan. 22. 

Labor unions taking ads in 
pheum sections in dailies. 

Gordon Hoeye, traveling repre- 
sentative RKO, visited Denver. 

Wyoming auto license fees set 
record last year—$36,165 more than 
1930. 

Arthur Lake had flu 


Or- 


while 


with F. & M. unit. Did stuff with 
temperature. 
Simon Westbrook’s wife suing 


for divorce, 
and cruelty. 
Midnight, unridden rodeo 
insured for $5,000. First 
horse to carry insurance. 
Doorman at new Orpheum is Rus- 


charging non-support 


brone. 
outlaw 








sell Holmes, son of Chicago mil 
lionaire. Out on his own. 

Geo. Baker, former Paramount 
theatre manager, left New York 


| with several others on treasure hunt. 
Fourteen frat members at Denver 
U. deprived of all social rights be- 


from | 
Framing an open air fight. | 


musical | 


| 
& Marco} 


Races’ | 


husband, | 
who is flying through Mex with Ar- | 


here Al 


cause of throwing bombs at party. 

H. T. Nolan, manufacturer repre- 
sentative, adds new screening room 
with Universal equipment. Renting 


it out. 

A. M. Oberfelders’ daughter Bob- 
ette won fourth prize in the girl's 
j riding contest at the Western Na- 
| tlonal stock show. 
West Masters now organist at 
| Tabor. The Mayan, where he has 
been for several months, has dis- 
| continued the organ. 

Ben K. Serkowitz hung Old Man 


Depression to the marquee of the 
new Orpheum theatre and crashed 
both dailies with three columns. 

Geo. Naylor, western div. mer., 
Col., here. Thos. Thornton and Don 
Conley, salesmen, out, and Wm. 
Maithews, formerly manager S. F. 
RKO exchange, made salesman for 
Col. here. 

Universal putting on selling cam- 
paign. Imports Sam Henley, Bar- 
ney Rose, John Fry, Leo Block, who 
with W. J. Heineman, western di- 
vision manager, are added to selling 
force for few weeks. 

These out of 





town exhibs 


were 
in: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kelly, Sa- 
j lida, Colo.; Dave Hess, Monte Vis- 
ta, Colo.; Chas. Kline, Deadwood, 


Ss. .w.% B. EF. McCormick, 
Springs, N. M.: R. D. 
Hotchkiss, Colo., and Wm 
Boulder. 


Hot 
Griffee, 
Menagh, 


Temp drops to minus four degrees 
and six inches snow on ground. 

Dude ranches nearly all snowed 
in and packing in supplies on skis. 

Jack Dempsey, on way to Chi- 
cago, will not be back for two 
months, 

Tahoe Tavern reopened for few 
weeks to entertain sport enthusiasts 
at Lake Tahoe. 

Newest barred-door bootlegging 
joint opens in building adjoining 
UL. S. commissioner's office. 

Judges Moran and Curler enjoy- 
ing brief rest as divorce mill has 
brakes on with clients hard to find. 

Night clubs flat now. Willows 
resort still closed and being rebuilt. 
Only one resort open and doing no 
business. 

Jack 





Sharpnack, veteran Reno 


airmail pilot, cracked up on trip 
from Oakland and was killed. First 
fatality on Oakland-Reno jump 


since started in 1920. 

| Scotty Allan, famous dog musher, 
| has string of 50 dogs parked at 
| Soda Springs resort on Sierra Ne- 
vada summit. Doing good biz tak- 
ing snow sports for ride, 


Loop 


Nellie Nelson back in the Frolics. 

John Reed Tyson is the latest 
WLS spieler. 

Cyril Samuels hankering for ad- 
ditional learning. 

Rich Jacobson back on his feet 
after a siege of the flu. 

Leo Nelson copped first prize at 
a story telling contest. 

Harry Lustgarten got himself a 
new shack in Oak Park. 

Jimmy Coston back from 
York and working overtime, 

3en Bernie grabbing a tan down 
in Florida in a two-week yawn. 

Jack Horwits has a great idea for 
a picture gallery in his eat-shop. 

Hal Sherman bumped into a sale 
on lids and went for eight of ’em. 

Pola Negri blew into town too 
tired to attend press blowouts. 

Bill Pine treated his family to a 
week-end outing in Peoria of all 
places, 

Dave Lipton travelled to Toledo 
for B&K to get a pre-look at Cab 
Calloway. 

Joe Lewis back on his old stamp- 
ing grounds. Opening at the Van- 
ity Fair (10). 

Herbert Rawlinson, having com- 
pleted his radic time, doing scme 
m. c, jobbing at clubs and theatres. 

Emil Stern dragging at a pipe 
under the impression that it’s more 
in rhyme with the ritzy new oflices. 

Archie Herzoff timed out for a 
couple of days. It might have been 
pneumonia but it was only a cold. 

Last week's snow splurge was a 
perfect alibi for some of the show 
boys who got down to their offices 
late, 

Dorothy A. Mauel spends hours 

daily showing people how to pro- 
nounce and spell her handle cor- 
rectly. 
Zimmey rates a letter from 
the Governor’s Commission for do- 
nating a show for a mob of un- 
employed. 

Wayne King can’'s break the acci- 
dent jinx. For the second time in 
recent weeks his car was in a 
smash-up. 

Julius Tannen pinch-hitting for 
Ben Bernie on the mike while the 
latter is Miaming for a fortnight. 
The lads staved behind. 

Jack Mansfield got slapped down 
With ptomaine poisoning and pne- 
monia at the same time but is beat- 
ing the rap at the Jackson Park 
hospital 


New 
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Snow Marathon oke with snow, 

Dave Leduc still putting up gooa 
fight. 

Genevieve putting in quite a 
in ‘Star.’ 

Frank 
‘Herald.’ 

Eddie English has kind word for 
Censors. 

Billy 


page 


Clark columning in 


sissett making 78 records 
for Victor. 
Ernie Stone sailing for London 
Tuesday (16). 


Injunction 
operators lost. 

All Montreal signing 
at reduced rents. 

B. M. Garfield fixing 
ants for coming year. 

Harry Hertz handling Merchants 
Tailors Convention. 

Palace first time in year has hold« 
over with ‘Mata Hari.’ 

Lionel Shapiro brushing up hooks 
and slices at indoor golf. 

George Rotsky back in the old 
spot as main stem top-notcher. 

Sunday closing case against 
tures taken to court but no 
sct for hearing. 

Turan Aziz, Turkish journalist, 
Turkish Delight to fellow 
newspapermen here. 

Charlie Chappel, managing new 
Chateau nabe house with Trouba- 
dours vaude act, doing well. 


appeal by picketing 


new leas eg 


his 48 tene 


pice 
date 


sends 


Motorists still endangered nights 
by lightless rigs on Quebec roads, 
Bill to amend rejected in Quebec 
House. 


Cabarets waking up for last kick 
Tuesday (9) before Lent starts, 
Ballyhoo is strong on radio and ad 
columns. 

Season of gifts to audiences starts 
here with Palace giving West Indies 
cruise to couple solving contest 
problem. Other mains offering radio 
sets, etc. 

Bronfman 
matinees 


Frothers flattened out 
Sunday (13) with huge 
crowd at Lafontaine Park to wite 
ness .nd Peter Dawson $4,000 Snow« 
shoe Marathon. 

Children under 16 barred from 
p.ctures here. Kicks coming in 
local press as to why ‘Frankenstein’ 
should be barred in this city or 
shown badly mauled since only 
grown-ups allowed to sce it. 

Toronto 

New indoor sport is spelling bees. 

Cameron Matthews to Ottawa in 
stock, 

The Tommy Levines will be a trio 
next week. 


Argentina always touches wood 
before going on. 
Mitzi (Symphony) Kaya’'s real 


tag is Clarice Mitchell. 

Wilson (The Poet) 
setting plenty publicity. 

Greg Clarke cut that Lake Placid 
trip short because his kids got 
lonely. 

Taking the cure in Shanghai, Don 
King blossoms out as a war corres 
spondent. 

Bert Lang, ‘Beggars Opera’ p.a., 
sick in bed here with show laid up 
at Buffalo. 

Afternoon rags ban all race-track 
info unless the nags are actually 
running here. 

Courtney Riley Cooper in town 
prior to hopping off on new Canada 
northland series. 

Lady Martin-Harvey 
tome on theatrical 
fact she’s English. 

Belva White gets ether-warbling 
contract after sister Marjorie’s 
Ziegfeld news-break. 

Aemilius Jarvis gets the late Sir 
Thomas Lipton’s yachting cap un- 
der latter’s will provision. 

Zell syndicate dickering with 
Charlie (Horse) Ayers for ‘Turf- 
oddities’ rights. SNS now ha-.dling. 

‘Running Horse’ off this town 
with racing racket scraping bottom 
and corner men taking buck par- 
lays. 

Liquor breath will now get ‘Tele- 
gram’ news hounds a two-week lay- 
off without pay. News editor's 
edict. 

That brunet looker in the ‘Blos- 
som Time’ chorus is Peggy Sceviour 
who used to be at Simpson's glove 
counter, ; 

Harry Thurston, original ‘Old 
Bill’ in the MBairnsfeather stase 
opus, trying to promote all-British 
vaude here, 

Harry Sedgewick, F. P. Can. mo- 
gul, is a brother of Joe Sedgewick, 
ass’t crown prosecutor in the film- 
combine trial proceedings. 

Vincent Massey, brother of Ray- 
mond, reminiscing about the Shans- 
hai club, which has ‘the longest bar 
in the world, just 125 feet.’ . 

Flushed with ‘End of the Road 
success, Gordon Bates gets the im- 
presario bug. He'll back Dimitri 
Vladimiroff in a dance recital at tne 
Eaton. , 

Curtis representatives and Jimmie 
Zoynton of Collier's in town to 
snaffle tourist and C. N. E. adver- 
tising, but will they take Canadian 
dollars? 


Macdonald 


penning @ 
humor despite 


Ethel Catherwood, world’s hig! . 
jump champ, will postpone that 
° . ene 

Reno divorce suit because 5” 


rants to compete for Canada in tne 

Olympic games. Rules won't pern : 
her establishing U. S. residence &)“ 
competing for another nation. 
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Broadway 


S. Syrjala’s arm okay, 

Gene Buck in Palm Beach. 
Charlie Beahan over a cold. 
Peter Arno never shakes hands. 
Lent starts Feb. 10. Ends March 





20. 

Leo Bulgakov on the verge of a 
phow. 

Fred Allen now calls him Marx 
Gordon. 


Al Friedman admits @ crush on 
Sylvia Froos. 

Tom Gorman left for 
with Pat Casey. 

Joe Pincus tried to stop a taxi at| 
Bway and 57th. 

Dick Pitman to Havana next week 
for an order of sun. 

Abe Hallen, manager 
wood, now vaudeville. 

Bing Crosby up and down Broad- 
way with make up on. 

Bill (RKO) Adler recuperating at 
home from a kidney operation. 

The Sid Skolsky baby will debut 
on West 76th street in June, they 
hope. 

Sol Bornstein and Nathan Burkan 
bave a date in Havana, and will 
keep it. 

Sam Berman displaying -his cari- 


the west 


of Holly- 


ecatures of main stem celebs at 
Ruben’s. 
Charles Schmertz ill at home, 


leaving Jack Partington without his 
assistant. 

Al Jolson is reported having set a 
figure of $10,000 per for any Jolson 
broadcasting. 

Frank Capra switched his honey- 
moon from the south to the Olym- 
pics at Placid. 

Ralph Farnum returns west this 
week, but goes via Ficrida, Havana 
and so by boat. 

Morris Green states he is not in- 
terested in ‘Collision’ nor any other 
Louis Gensler show. 

The Les Huffmans 
Heights are expectant. 

Ben Bard wears a raccoon coat 
and goes hatless to appear incon- 
spicuous in the subway. 

Louis Berger, formerly in the 
Carroll box office, has opened a 
bridge club at the Belvedere. 


They call the projection room in 
the Big U exchange ‘Carl Laem- 
mie’s Little Sound Theatre.’ 

Jim Barton likely for one of the 
two vacant ‘Vanities’ spots when 
Mahoney and Demarest vamp. 

Leon Netter, Publix’s booking 
chief, who’s been ill at his home in 
Bronxville, expected back soon. 

Benny Rubin hopped north to 
look over the Olympic contestants 
prior to resuming stage activity. 

Val Trainor in hospital at Teaneck, 
N. J., as the result of an accident 
which necessitated amputation of a 
leg. 

Collette Lyons, who split on and 
off with Joe Weston, has found a 
new partner, but Joe is still shop- 
ping. 

They tossed a birthday party to 


of Jackson 


Johnny Cassidy at his Jackson 
Heights, L. L, mansion the other 
night. 


Norma Terris now has Harry Bes- 
try as her manager. Bestry re- 
places Dr. J. Wagner, Miss Terris’ 
husband. 

Bland Johaneson, now that she’s 
operating a Jersey film house on the 
side, contacting the New York ex- 
changes. 

Zelma O’Neal was in the new 
Ziegfeld show for about a half hour 
last week. She went in when Mar- 
jorie White suddenly dropped out 
and left when Margie returned. 

Joe Krumgold, Par’s foreign pub- 
licity man from the Coast, pulling <¢ 
gag in New York that’s nearly two 
years old, eastern standard time. 

The Warner gold coin passes are 
passe at the Warner and Hollywood 
theatres, New York, while two-a- 
day shows are running in either. 

John Dowd of RKO worrying 
about his fiancee Cammie Cameron, 
because she took a plane journey on 
the Coast and Johnny read of one 
of the air machines being lost out 
there. 

Among the show people mixed up 
in the Shanghai fuss is the former 
Beth Beri, now married, who has a 
dancing school in that city. Her 
husband is belived to be a news- 
paperman there. 

Since the opening day’s show- 
down, when the booking office told 
Fifi Dorsay she could walk if she 
wanted to, there hasn’t been a 
temperamental flash backstage at 
the Palace. 

Walter Winchell has moved back 
to the Hotel Lincoln where he for- 
merly had a $3 a day suite. Now 
his space is more extensive with the 
numbers off the doors and special 
phone service. 

Secretary for a gossip columnist 


Paris 





J. Talbot Taylor sick. 

Prices of records down, 

The Austin Parkers to Egypt. 
Mary Glor- back from Berlin. 
Irvin Marks at the opening night 
‘Paris.’ 
Chauncey Olcott 

biography. 

Dagmar Godowsky anchored to 

the Riviera. 

Eddie Peabody forgetting Europe 

for ‘& while. 

Gaby Morlay back for rehearsals 

on new play. 


of 
itching for his 
| 


Frada out of Casino show and 
into pictures. 
Eddie Peabody and his guitar 


gone Riviera. 
Katie Dahlberg of Chicago selling 


first editions. 

Rex Ingram at odds with the 
French army. 

Tallulah Bankhead’s sister here 
from Majorca. 


Dise fans forming a ‘Duke Elling- 


ton Club’ here. 

Natacha Rambova still wears 
those small hats. 

Sam Putnam translating some 


more Italy plays. 
tonny is a complete lift on ‘The 
Smiling Lieutenant.’ 


French producers raving over 
‘Palmy Days’ beauties. 
George Kann through with his 


first 200 tests at Metro. 
Jeanne Helbling on four Paris 
screens at the same time. 
Marcel Archard hoping 
a play in New York soon. 
Frank Scully ordering photo en- 
largements for his publisers. 
Ruth Putnam Mason here from 
the Riviera to choose players. 
Grand Duke Alexander giving 
parties at Washington Palace. 
Matthews of New York ‘Times’ 
trying to understand Cocteau film. 
A lot more of the best restaurants 
are going to have to reduce their 
prices. 
English chorus girls given tips 


to have 


for stage costumes by a local 
lawyer. 
Ham Whitman lonely and wait- 


ing for his wife, ex-Trudy Krieger, 
to return. 

2Zachel Berendt playing ‘Maya’ in 
French. She did it in English two 
years ago. 

Irving Marks’ moving 
George V from the Scribe 
the latter. 

Optimists in the Ingram family 
hoping that picture will be released 
next month. 

Anglo-American Press Associa- 
tion told all about it at luncheon by 
Will Rogers. 


the 
at 


to 
felt 


Mae Schaetzel of New York has 
one of those apartments overlook- 


ing the river. 

French baners nosing 
film business as much 
American brothers. 

Frank H. Simonds, N. Y. ‘Herald 
Trib,’ guest of honor of the Ameri- 
can Club of Paris. 

Phil Barry, his wife and two chil- 
dren, lingering «round town and 
then to Cannes villa. 

Jack Campbell giving a free lec- 
ture to the American Women's 
Club on French drama. 

Jack Pickering letting a_ gal 
friend interview Maurice Rostand 
on fan mag assignment. 

Wilfred Hoare waiting for word 
from Willette Kershaw and man- 
aging a French company. 

French tourist offices worried at 
caviar propaganda aiming to draw 
tourists’ money to Moscow. 

French press writing up Charles 
K. Gordon as an altruist for folding 
‘Papavert’ and substituting ‘Hec- 
tor.’ 

Maurice Rostand and his mother 
at the opening night of a play pro- 
duced by M. Lehmann, who is su- 
ing them for 1,000,000 francs, 

Between the acts of a current 
Comedie Francaise play, a phono- 
graph offstage plays Russ Colum- 
bo’s recording of ‘You Call It Mad- 
ness.’ 

3aron Gourgaud showing “The 
True Face of Africa’ to society and 
Adolphe Menjou, Jimmy Shields, 
Rosie Dolly, Kathryn Carver, Char- 
lie and Syd Chaplin up in St. Mo- 
ritz. 


into local 
as their 


Lincoln, Neb. 


New city jail. 


halves entertainment at basketball 
games. 

Orville Andrews, local boy, sing- 
ing with Jimmy Joy. 


Vaude makes daily radio tieups 
for quarter-hour programs, 
Tilden and his swatters booked 


for the Coliseum March 10. 

Public opinion panning dark the- 
atres, but who made ’em dark? 
Jake Schlenk trying to interest 
locals in hour-long football pictures 
Patrons no like. 
Bernard Ferguson 
Charles 


and John 


Thomas, guest soloists for 
coming symphonies. 
Likeness of ‘Erpie’ Brown’s li- 


sence plates to those of a stolen car 
caused him some embarrassment. 
Amateur stickup pushed rod in 
Stuart box and scrammed with $75. 
Covered by insurance. Granada, 
Norfolk, Neb., netted $1,300 for a 
couple of hard up farmer boys. 


London 


Iris Hoey in town again. 


Gitta Alpar getting $2,100 per. 
Alexander Korda still 
tu. 


Gate crashing at Lady Hadfield’s 
party. 


sick with 


Bridge tournaments proving b. o. 
draws, 


London Symphony Orchestra may 
disband. 


It cost a grand to put a new bow 


on Eros. 
Clive McManus now a director of 
Pen. <a 


Edward 
Horse Inn.’ 
Michael Arlen writing a 150,000 
word opus. 
Henry Ainley next plays the part 
an archangel. 
More rows going on up 
lins’ music hall. 
Marion Harris returning 


Robinson liked ‘White 


of 
at Col- 


to Lon- 


don cabarets shortly. 

Henry Kendall accompanies his 
mother at first nights. 

towland Leigh long-distancing 
John Murray Anderson. 

Henry Sherek latest ’flu victim, 


with Val Parnell at his bedside. 

Tex McLeod ends in England at 
the Trocodero, where he started. 

Harry Hilling joining Foster's 
Agency, replacing George Millett. 

Gunmen hold-ups in London so 
frequent Chicago now looks tame. 

Erik Charell over shortly, to be- 
gin casting ‘Casanova’ in earnest. 

Alfred Rode trying to sell his car 
before going on Continental tour. 

The giant Cunarder, which was 
abandoned, may be built after all. 

Well known divine here just 
signed with leading publicity agent. 

Chesterton’s new play took rap 
from the papers which do not like 
him. 

Winchelsea most popular coastal 
week-end spot for the literary fra- 
ternity. 

Twenty thousand fans up from 
Devonshire alone for one football 
cup tie. 

Gracie Fields addressing film 
audiences by amplifiers from dress- 
ing room, 

Donovan Pedelty now columning 


from Hollywood in the ‘Sunday 
Dispatch.’ 
Stanelli, of Stanelli & Douglas, 


now leading the orchestra at the 
Cafe Anglais, 

Dr. Lasker, once chess champion 
of the world, now trumping his 
partner’s aces. 

James Agate, ritzy English critic 
talking about West End musical 
being a ‘wow.’ 

Ricardo Martin, American tenor, 
marries Allis Beaumont, American 
girl, in London. 

It cost £12,000 to redecorate the 


Gaiety, now one of the smartest 
theatres in town, 
Collins music hall, North Lon- 


don, closed again. Stronghold of 
meller at times, 

‘It's a Girl,” costing £2,000 to 
produce, got its production cost 
back in three weeks. 


Gwen Farrar and Norah Blaney 
to make their last appearance 
again, this time at Ciro’s. 

The ‘Come to Monte Carlo’ flast 
sign in Leicester Square may £0, 
as being anti-Buy British. 

Listen to Tod. Slaughter with 
eyes shut and you would imagine 
Charles Laughton speaking. 

Curzon Hotel, gmall and exclu- 





Everybody talking war. 
Hijacking near beer tru Ks. 
Augustana Choir touched here. 
Johnny Pesek wants to wrestle. 
Still waiting for ‘Frankenstein.’ 
Fights draw money, wrestling nix 
Vaude not reviving the box office. 





calied up a legit producer. Asked 
him if he knew any prattle her boss 
could use. Producer started read- 
ing the columnist’s arch rival's col- 
umn to 

Jer 
ica] Hospital in a serious condition. 

Gertrude Vanderbilt is at 
&@ book the life of Bill 
Thinks Gene Fowler's ‘Great Mouth- 
Piece’ doesn't cover enough territory 
@a the late lawyer. 


the sec. 


of 





ry Jarnegan is at the Neurolog- | 


work on | 
Fallon. | 


| club. 
| KFAB moving studios to Stuart 
| bidg. 
| WVaude troupes howl about our 
weather. 
Eddie Jewell had alimony trouble 
en route 


Panhandlers put on municipal 
wood pile. 
Tap dancers are furnished by lo- 


}cal dancing schools for between 











Wally Marrow may open a night | 


sive 


by 


Mayfair spot, and immortalized 
Beau Brummel, closes this week 








“is pane ee 
Berli 
By Max Magnus 
Karl Joken with his wife off to 


Riviera 
By Frank Scully 


Natacha Rambova to Cannes. 





Mary Garden winter-visiting 
George Thill thrilling peasants 
Morrie Ryskind won at Monte by | 
i} mail, 
J rry Wo } . na fail {ter 
trokKe, 
French call him, Mosox« Marx j 
Klauw., 
Hans Schwartz and Baron von | 
= } i 
Schilgen split. | 
Exhibbers huddling with mayor | 


over tax miseries. 
Phoniest sounding title is the} 
‘Marquise dad’ Argent.’ | 
Gould has opened another hotel | 
for nobody to go to, 

Rumba rally with $500 in weekly | 
prizes drew mob to Gould’s Casino 
They gave Eddie Peabody away | 
at the Negresco with a cup of tea. | 
Franco Film closing its studios in 
Nice after busy for half a year 


making two pictures, 

Amateur hoofing contest has fol- 
lowed the framed marathon which 
cleaned up for Harold Ross, 


Gamblers keep committing sui- 
cide, but not often enough for the 
news-hounds on space rates. 

Only six chumps in swank hotel 
just opened for ski-jumpers at 
De2uil, two hours back of Nice, in 


the mountains. 

Sid Chaplin at St. Moritz, where 
Charlot, Rosita Dolly and other lay- 
offs are laughing at each other’s 
cute antics, the big teases. 

After 30 weeks, or years, Eddie 
Peabody quits Europe Feb. 6 on 
the ‘Saturnia.’ Going on air in New 
York on Fleischmann Hour with 
Rudy Vallee, Feb. 15. 

sob Brown, who has invented a 
reading machine which can unroll 
a full length novel on a typewriter 
ribbon, has got out his first vol 
containing plenty of blue gags. 

Rex Ingram’'s ‘Baroud’ is finished 
after nearly seven months’ shoot- 
ing. Last insult came when he bor- 
rowed a lot of guns, but not the 
soldiers behind them, for mob 
scenes, Blue Devils had to drill 
without guns, and Gen. hearing ’em 
grousing in barracks, learned the 
reason, bawled hell out of the ju- 
nior officers, ordered all guns back 





to barracks from studio and tied 
up every shooting iron from Nice 
to Paris, leaving Ingram up to his 
ears in grief. 
By H. M. Bone 
Jack Devine can't take it. 
Tony Acquarulo did a ‘Peanut 


Vendor.’ 

Floyd Stuart no like after dinner 
speeches, 

‘Blessed Event’ having an airing 
at Shubert. 

Zion players offered ‘Hast Lynne’ 
in Branford. 

How does Perry Dring like it up at 
Lake Placid? 

Kearney Walton 
surance fixed up. 

Trixie Wells in West Haven Opera 
Guild's ‘Pinafore.’ 

Don Cavallaro’s suppressed desire 
is to be a columnist. 

Ken ‘Mike’ Strong’s 
suddenly here Feb. 3. 

Congrats to I. J. Hoffman, boosted 
to eastern div. head of WB. 

Eddie Wallace around stage doors 
so long he's almost become a prop. 

Paddy Carter must have the 
mortgage on Dutch’s paid off by 
now. ° 

Town is going dizzy. 


has that in- 


father died 


Dry clean- 


ing competish offers two suits 
for 61c. 

Ben Bard still writes poetry to 
Ruth Roland, despite fact they're 


married. 

Cinderella Ballroom trying to drag 
‘em in with dancing and vaude for 
two bits. 


Henry Lawrence is so big he 
wouldn't rattle even in the Graf 
Zeppelin. 

Now Yale News has the fever 
with 44 teams entered in bridge 
tournament, 

With that Poli interest paid off 
local Fox employees are breathing 
better these days. 

Wonder when those Paramount 
musicians are going to take down 


those Xmas «¢ 


irds? 











Prodigal son returns to town when 
Nikolai Sokoloff conducts Cleveland 
Symphony at Woolsey Hall 12. 

Albert Johnson, Yale lDrarna Schoo! 
playwright, married Bertha 0. 
French, graduate musical instructor, 


| a week ago. 


| There's an idea that one way to 

'brighten the British Broadcasting 

| programs would be to burn down 

|! Savoy Hill. 

| New head of English Circuit 

imade changes in staff in one the- ! 
atre to effect a saving of $250 per 

ee} Actually saved $10. 

Norah Blaney and Basil Hughes 

,are to he married Feb. 20. Hughes 
is a surgeon and met the actress 

he operated on her leg. 
| Viktoria and Her Hussar’ play- 


ing fortnight each at Golders Green 
ham Hippodrome grossed 
$35.600. Show was in for $24,- 
; 000 guarantee for the four weeks. 


qd Streat 


ove. 


In address here, G. R. Andrews, 
author ‘King of Kings predict«d | 
every home would svon be its own 

heatre through television. 

Cheerful exploitation cay of wash- 
ing machine firm hae window dis- 
play showing moss-covered yrave 
with epitaph reading: llere lies 
Mrs. Housewife who did her own 


Wasi 


Switzerland. 
Siegfried Arno with his ensemble 
on guest tour in Germany. 


Rotter Brothers has Walter 
elscher as business manager. 


Fiche 


Julius Bernheim end of February 
off to Hollywood for two months, 


Erich Schmidt-Elmar engaged by 


Jules Marx for Scala vaudeville. 
Carola Neher, wife of late poet 
Klabund, to wed Conductor Schere- 
chen. 
Kritzi Massary to play again in 
}an operetta this fall at Rotters’ 
Metropol theatre 


Heinrich Fraenkel writing comedy 


together with Rudolf Kurz, entitled 
‘Die Rueckenlinie.” 

Precious collection of art and 
pictures of late film reviewer Kurt 
Muehsam sold on auction. 

Selma Harden, widow of late fa-« 
mous author and Publisher Maxie 


milian Harden, died at 68. 
Carl Becker-Sachs expects to take 
over in fail Theatre am Schiffbauer- 


;}aamm tor operetta performances. 
Aribert Waescher, actor, followed 
| Moissi's example and wrote a play, 
Goetter unter sich’ (‘Gods Amongst 


Themselves’ ) 


Managers Goldschmidt and Hue 


brich of Suedfilm negotiating in 
London with Maxwell re financing 
of new production. 


Martin Zickel resigned as man- 
ager of Komische Oper theatre and 


will direct a picture for German 
Exhibitors Syndicate. 

Cesare Livio 2ayanelli, Italian 
actor, for many years worked here 


and much liked, going back to Rome 
not having enough to do. 

Asta Nielsen and Tony van Eyck 
play leads on Alfred Savoir’s play, 
‘Die Kleine Katharina’ (‘Little Cath- 
erine’) at Theatre am Kurfuersten- 
damm. 

Louis Verneuil’s ‘Nemobank’ a 
flop here. Max Pallenberg, who had 
50-50 contract with Max Reinhardt, 
had to pay even for the last per- 
formances. 


~ Honolala 


Joan Napier, stop over visitor on 
her way to Shanghai. 

Chiyogi Mori, Japanese, 
at the Jommelli benefit. 





assisted 


Columbia Broadcasting System, 
rumored, to be entering Honolulu, 
Wes Louden, Seattle drummer, 


joining Johnny Noble’s band, at the 
Moana. 

Rudolph Friml, remaining over a 
week to join the Mariposi, on a 
tour of the Pacific. 

Hawaii Theatre pulled the gang- 


ster feature, ‘Public Enemy,’ and 
substituted with ‘Shipmates.’ 
Harry Carr, of the Los Angeles 
Times, here to cover the Massie 
trial, Mrs. Carr, came along. 
‘ritzg Hart, Australian musical 
director, was engaged to direct 


symphony concerts, 
sell out. 

(Miss) Tam 
Mung Young, 
gave a series 
the Liberty. 

Dolores Del Rio and Joel Me- 
Crea, and company arrived on the 
Maui. Expect to be here about 
four weeks. 

King Vidor, Wells Root and Clyde 
De Vinna, arrived on Malolo, to look 
over selected locations for the ‘Bird 
of Paradise,” RKO production. 

For the benefit of Madam Jeanne 
Jomelli, professional and social 
friends, are sponsoring a concert, 
Jomelli, has lived here for years. 

Many prominent newspaper men 
from the key cities on the main- 
land, are in Honolulu, to cover the 
coming Fortescue and Massie trials. 

Honeymooning here, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harris of Pittsburg, Warner Bros. 
manager, Mrs. Harris, was Lucille 
Williams, leading woman to George 
O’Brien. 

The Pacific Fleet here, and liberty 
granted on all other Islands, except 
Oahu, .JIonolulu is the largest city 
on Oahu, or in the islands, and 
business men, are hoping this order 
will be rescinded. 


Fort Wayne 


first one was 
Yuk Lam and Kwai 
of Southern China, 
of Chinese plays at 








By Robert Baral 





Sun baths popular. 


What is Marion Wells’ address? 

L. E. Nye, former Paramount 
man, to Anderson. 

Lots of people have been trying 
to get that ‘Temperament’ number 
Which Henry Theis features over 
the air. 


Town has several hot piano plav- 





ers with Fred Tanvceman, Conni6 
Beaver, Duke Baier Portia Loos, 
Marry Swift and Marguerite Hitz- 
man. 

The Porry cafe now resembles a 
j northwest trading post in its new 
iearhb. Krank Ziemer, former Mae 
| jestic and Shrine manager, holding 
| forth here 
} Plenty of ce lored shows here re- 
| cently with Frank KRadetft n the 
| Emboyd stage, the Bla White 
j frolic at the Majestic. ami the open- 
ling of the new Dixiana ciub. 
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Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 





Tirst heavy snow Feb. 4, 

University Players is newest local 
dramatic group. 

Virginia Walker is name of Hipp’s 
new blonde cashier, 

Gene and Glenn celebrating sec- 
Ond Spang anniversary. 

Oster’s .and 
schools merging 

Sidewalk 
off streets. 

Sidney Dannenberg is 
and publicity man at Lake. 

No passes given out by RKO Pal- 
ace during Paul Whiteman date. 

Myron Roman getting a rep as a 
stage clown, but unintentionally. 

Sam Bradley commuting to Chi- 
cago weekly to direct shows there. 

Peaches Browning at burlesk 
house not given a tumble by cricks. 

They're saying Phil Selznick may 
be given that baseball announcing 


O'Loughlin’s 
Feb. 18. 
barker at Cameo pulled 
Police orders, 


dance 


new pep 


Addie Addison laying off meats to 


get in training for Jean Harlow’'s 
visit. 
Ted Manning announcing rassle 


circuses, fights and radio at same 
time. 
Winton hotel seeking new name, 


but all suggestions so far got turned 
down. 

Hal Jerome, ailing here 
pital, off to California for 
season, 

Little Jack Little 
bia airways for 
Feb. 15. 

Lynn Farnol got ’plane ticket to 
New York, spotted blizzard and got 
cold feet. 

How do those theatre boys find 
time for polo and yet still about 
long hours? 

State’s new spangled curtain is 
scratching chorines’ arms and other 
exposed spots. 

Ben Williams, in Hal 
band, sealed here to Jerry 
of Dallas, Tex, 

Karl von Ei, town’s Richard Hal- 
liburton, back from trampings with 
some tall tales, 

Mildred Bailey, the torch singer, 
dropped ten pounds to keep up with 
“Paul Whiteman. 

Channing Pollock, Elmer Rice and 
Bugs Baer among celebrities giving 
town a look over. 

Musickers’ union officials refuse 
to talk about black-balled Griff 
Morris, who doesn’t care, 

tobert McLaughlin’s squelching 
letters are invariably featured by 
play rappers in their cols. 

New speak given go-by sign by 
scribblers since it gave out near 
beer on free opening night. 

Morgan Cunnington, ex-‘Peedee’ 
reporter, comes out with new scorch 
novel called ‘Heaven in a Hat.’ 

Two gunmen clipped Charlie 
Garfield, manager of Union Square, 
for $500, making him open safe. 

Rae Samuels burning because 
Eleanor Wittenberg, localite in her 
act, grabbed so much space here. 

‘Parade’ reporter invited by Eddie 
Melnicket for backstage story, but 
entire staff showed up—four of ’em. 

sill Stock and “Fred Bukey, 
champion colyum crashers, are giv- 
ing birth to mag story on how they 
do it. ' 

Louis Yukas, Loew musicker, is 
stewing about broken mirror and 
impending marriage to Thais Fred- 
ericks. 

Elsie Loeb now holding half dozen 
publicity jobs, besides grabbing new 


in hos- 
rest of 


going Colum- 
a.m. broadcast 


Kemp’s 
Brewer 


one at Art Cinema, making idle 
p. a.’s burn. 
Reinald Werrenrath booked in 


last minute by RKO Palace in place 
of Rae Samuels, whose sore throat 
canceled act. 





: Baltimore 





Local newspaper fraternity is 
grieved over death of Joseph F. 
Sisk, star political reporter of the 
‘News.’ 

After an illness of several 
months, David N. Finck, director of 
the playshep of the Young Men’s 
and Young Women’s Hebrew As- 
sociation, back on the job. 

Europa, town’s caviar cinema, 
foes back to Monday opening next 
week. This is first break in ranks 
since all first-run houses flopped 
over to week-end openings last fall. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Atwill 
(former Mrs. Brooks nee Stotes- 
bury) will pull a big costume ball 
for Mrs. Atwill’s debbie daughter, 
Louise Brooks, on G. W.’s birthday. 

Harry Van Hoven, p.a., took down 
his coat and hat from a wall peg at 
Seldom Inn, his office at Carlin’s 
Park, t’other week-end, and en- 
trained for Brooklyn. He's inter- 
ested in a dance marathon. 

Elmer Greensfelder receiving 
contricts these days on his prize 
winning play, ‘Broomsticks, Amen,’ 
which copped the national Drama 
League long play honor, plus a cer- 
tified check for a half a grand. 

Thomas D. Goldberg has resigned 
from board of directors of Mary- 
land Motion Picture Theatre Man- 
agers’ Association. Understood he 
objects to names on the nomination 
committee’s list of proposed officers. 

Jim Shellman, picture ed. of the 
‘Sunday Sun,’ has just taken title 
to the big Turnbull mansion on up- 
per Park avenue, He and his fam- 


A 


been killed in 
cident, is back in town. 


jaywalking 
to a safety commission report, 
less than 1930. 


lars in 
nual 
the 

every day. 


Dark,’ 
is Lawrence Gross, furniture buyer 
for Boston store. 
for pictures. 


the 
$85 judgment in civil court against 
promoter of the affair. 
for salary due. 


ily will go into residence at their | 


new town house within the next 
few weeks. Who said depression” 

Emma Redell (Mrs. Emma Mar- 
cus Redell), Baltimore's operatic 
oriole, claims that she is the vic- 
tim of a grand opera conspiracy. 
The House Immigration Commit- 
tee is investigating her charge that 


she was forced out of the Chi Op in 
favor of 


alien warbler. 


an 


Milwaukee 


By Frank J. Miller 








Marian Nixon is from Superior, 


Wisconsin. 


French talker at Pabst, long home 


of German stock, 


Jim Gleason was once part owner 


of a local stock company. 


‘Green Pastures’ first legit to stay 


two weeks for several years. 


El Brendel and Sophie Tucker 


were guests of the Press Club. 


Y. W. C. A. offering courses in 


charm and the girls are going for it. 


Cc. Sharp Smith, supposed to have 
a Pacific coast ac- 


died 
according 
Ten 


Milwaukeeans 
during 1931, 


Forty-three 


H. P. Scott, Jack Hanrahan and 


Al G. Coughlin have formed an ad- 
vertising 
window 


company 
cards, etc. 
Seven hundred fifty thousand dol- 
auto sales reported at an- 
auto show; 91,129 went past 
doormen. A car given away 


specializing in 


Co-author of 
now 


the 
York, 


‘Whistling in 
on view in New 
Refused to pose 


Mrs. Peggy Beckwold, matron at 
dance marathon, awarded an 
Claim was 


James Schneider, 28, tried to get 


chummy with a lady at his side in 
a downtown 
happened to be a police woman and 
it set him back $50 and costs. 


movie theatre, but it 


Local authorities are framing an 
ordinance to do away with all the- 
atre smoking. Recently a number 
of neighborhood houses have been 
permitting fags in the balcony but 
it won't be for long. Fire Chief 
Steinkellner objects. 





Tacoma 


By Harry Smith 


Golf courses as empty thea- 
tres. 

Some nabs are trying double fea- 
ture each night. 

The oil has begun to spread in the 
coming city election. 

Big gas boys cut the price again. 
Now 12 pennies a gal. 

Grifters using entrance to former 
-alace theatre to peddle slum, 

Petitions for referendum on pro- 
hibition signed here at the rate of 
200 a day. 

Apple peddlers open again to low 
gate on main stem, Flower girls 
selling posies. 

We westerners wondering why B. 
A. Rolfe, most pop band man, isn’t 
giving fine music. 

Former hi-brow society dames 
now in the well financially, trying 
to keep their heads up. 

Several grand dads and 
that started in walkathon 
charlie horse and hospital beds. 

Ardent woman wrestler fan pre- 
sented big hair on chest* guy with 
brassiere. Went over big at ring- 
side, 

Tax sore voters asked 
commissioners to scram, Judge 
holds petitions imperfect and poor 
dubs who pay bills are burning up. 

Three local banks went flooey in 
one day, but painless. Smallest in 
the burg. Theatres did not lose any 
coin. Managers use their pockets 
now. 

Billy Townsend, who was bumped 
on his ear in Madison Square Gar- 
den by Petrolle, visitor here. He 
says he’s got another date with Pe- 
trolle in N. Y. 

Tod Morgan, former junior light- 
weight fistic champion of the world, 
defeated here by Don Fraser, clever 
Scot of Spokane. They  tiptoed 
through the tulips. 

McCormack’'s once big shot dept. 
store, which flopped here, bought 
back from receiver by former own- 
ers and will try again, Paid 20 
cents on the wheel, ’ 

Vic Meyers, popular band man, 
trying the mayor racket in Seattle, 
has been asked to come over here. 
Piccolo player in Tacoma thinking 
of trying stunt. Local mayer doesn’t 
play. 


as 


mas 


county 


‘Five Year Plan’ panicked them 
at Ned Edris’s Blue Mouse with 
overall boy dishing out ‘Moscow 


News’ and ‘Daily Worker’ and radi- 
cal mags on the sidewalk. Latter no 





connection with place 


get. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Dick Powell putting on-weight, 
im. c. tipping beams at 180. 

All the actors in town were after 
this mugg’s issue of ‘Goo Goo. 

‘Band Wagon’ only second show 


here this season to get a $4.40 top. 
Lynn Farnol and Ear! Wright in 
town beating the drums for ‘Arrow- 
smith.’ 


Joe Burns sings when he plays 
poker and gets his opponents 


screwy. 

Terry Turner bringing his Ubangi 
tribe to Motor Square Garden for a 
fortnight. 

Cost George Tyson $130 to speak 
to Johnny Harris in Honolulu the 
other night. 

Conrad Nagel at the Pen and Ted 
Lewis at Stanley this week’s rival 
attractions. 


Don Stitt raised a_ three-day 
beard for a publicity stunt with 
that WB unit he managed. 

That Chinese-Japanese fuss has 


Lew Joseph worried about his pal, 


Harold Dunn, in the Orient. 
Jane Thurston Harris, on coast 
for Williams-Harris wedding, may 


join her father's act there. 

Willot Warren, the Davis mer., 
has been around the world two and 
a half times in seven years. 
Charlie Danver, the columnist, 
and Russell Fitzgerald, the news- 
hound, have *. telegram feud on. 
‘Y’ Playhouse doing Benn Levy’s 
‘Mud and Treacle’, first time piece 
has been presented in this country. 


Stanley has a permanent chorus 
of 16 gals now with Ruth Miller 
(Mrs. Christie Wilbert) directing it. 


Vera Marsh in town rehearsing 
Adele Astaire’s part in ‘The Band 
Wagon’, which she'll take over next 
week. 

Vince Barnett took Jack Keough, 
the radio announcer, for a typical 
Barnett ribbing at Alice White's 
party. 

Ted Claire and Si Bartlett had a 
couple of big-time gamblers’ nerts 
with that card game they call grand 
palace, 

Annie, Judy 
didn’t go on the WB air 
last week because they 
any publicity 

Both Buddy Rogers and Marjorie 
White, coming here with Ziggy’s 
‘Laid in Mexico,’ played film houses 
here only a few weeks ago. 

Ray Sprigle, the ex-city ed who 
was late for his own wedding, had 
time clocks installed in the county 
offices the first week on his new 
political job. 


Memphis 


By Walter D. Botto 


almost 
half-hour 
didn’t get 


and Zeke 








Rain! Rain! Rain! 

Bob Anderson a ‘regular’ on WMC. 

The Barn opened for the fourth 
time. 

West Memphis 
house. 

Tennessee moonshine corn now $3 
per gallon, 

Apple sellers on every corner on 
Main Street. 

M. J. Meehen now managing edi- 
tor ‘Press Scimitar.’ 

E. L. Campbell, formerly with Or- 
pheum, now with Loew’s Strand. 

sill Brennan of Warners a mem- 
ber of the Merchants’ Association. 

Minneapolis Philharmonic Orches- 
tra to fair size house at Auditorium. 

J. P. Lockhart has charge of the 
‘Commercial Appeal’ amusement sec- 
tion. 

MeMillan and Zaharias wrestling 
match pulled the biggest money of 
the year. 

Otis Skinner and Maude Adams 
in ‘Merchant of Venice’ to medium 
business. 

Clarence Darrow and Rabbi Ettel- 
son debated ‘Is Religion Necessary?’ 
at Auditorium. 


has first picture 


Peabody Hotel now showing 
movies in the main dining room. 


First was ‘Connecticut Yankee.’ 
Mayor and City Commissioners 
have finally decided to take a cut 
in salary after asking everybody 
else to do so around the city hall. 
Doc Hottum and Billy Haack, 
Memphis fight promoters, have taken 
over the old Lyceum theatre. Doc 
Hottum will handle the wrestling 
matches and Billy Haack the fights. 


Duluth 


By James Watts 








‘rankenstein’ at Lyceum sets 
new high box-office record for sea- 
son, 

Depression hits private golf clubs. 
Many members quitting and will 
take to municipal links. 

Winter Sports week brought the 
first frigid blasts of 1932. So cold 
outdoor sports had to be postponed. 

Gilbert Faweett, costumed as 
Mahatma Gandhi and attended by 
a goat, was the comedy hit of the 
Bea ix Arts ball. 

Ancient musical instruments, like 





the harp on Tara’s walls, have been 








taken from attics for a series of old- 
time music ‘clinics.’ 

Former Safety Commissioner 
James E. Foubister is Duluth’s best 
‘jiner,’ being member of more than 
30 lodges and civic groups. 

Leland McEwen, former Garrick 
organist, back at console in addi- 
tion to vaudeville to augment films. 
Excellent returns in patronage. 

Twenty-third annual noonday 
sermon series under auspices of 
Duluth Council of Churches drew 
capacity all week at Lyceum thea- 
tre. 

Housewives are looking askance 
at hamburger since a Duluth b6ot- 
legger beat his common-law wife to 
death when she brought that kind 








of meat home two nights in suc- 
cession, 
By Dick M’George 
Showboat folds. 
Empire goes stock burley this 
week. 
Roy Wirl, Toledo, joins Paul 


Whiteman. 

Earl Estes plays too fast to en- 
joy singing. 

Plenty of raiding with houses on 


the coverup. 

Doc Rockwell columned for the 
‘N-B’ last wk. 

John McGowan’s mumble act 
clicked with Lewis. 

Rivoli setting up an imposing 
array of attractions. 


Florence Holwinkle 


this way. 


Understand 
drifting back 
Princess giving a second 
double feature program. 
New boxing commission appoint- 
ed and boxing may be revived. 
Sidney Dannenberg, former man- 
ager, Paramount, now in Akron. 
Bridge tournament to be played 
here with three sheets plugging. 
Bernie Lustig still travels be- 
tween the Empire and Valentine. 
Shakeup on the ‘Times’ in view. 


rate 


Bob Brown made associate editor. 

Fred Mollenkopf raved about 
‘Hell Divers.’ It must have been 
good. 

Less snow this year than for as 
long as any of the oldtimers re- 
member. 

What is there in Detroit that 


lures Toledo's newspapermen to 
new jobs? 

Ralph Phelps celebrated his 
seventh year as radio col. for the 


‘Blade’ Jan. 25. 

Vita Temple gone into second run 
double feature with Granada likely 
to do the same. 

Party thrown in Secor for news- 
papermen in honor of Ted Lewis. 
‘aramount the donor. 

Helen Robinson, Toledo, recently 
chosen sweetest co-ed, has signed 
a7 yr. contract with M-G-M. 

Jane Quinlan, in town for a day, 
as advance agent for the show ‘Girl 
Crazy’ playing Par. next week. 

‘Emma’ set record for Valentine 
biz. for last several months and 
‘Hell Divers’ promptly raised it. 


Joe Collier, made assistant city 
ed. at ‘News-Bee’ but will handle 
radio column in conjunction, He 


will be aided by Don Pond. 

Mud Hens assured of another 
year but have no players to start 
their training with at New Orleans. 
Under the wing of the Cleveland 
Indians, 

Elinor Miller, member of 
Fanchon & Marco ‘High Speed’ 
unit, recuperating after six weeks 
in the hospital here, Nervous 
breakdown, 


the 





San Antonio 


By W. E. Keys 


Gregory Rogers here briefly. 

Buddy Welker gets a bigger of- 
fice. 

More than 1,500 Mickey Mousers 
now. 


Joe Luther’s play produced at 
workshop. 

A $15,000 Ruggieri fiddle stolen 
from Mrs. M. B. Taft. 

Don Gaynor back to booking 


after turn at other work. 

Chicago Sox and Minneapolis 
Millers due for spring training. 

‘Emma’ to good biz at Publix- 
Texas and shunted to State, grind. 

Change in Publix-Aztec policy to 
two pictures a week has increased 
patronage. 

Civic Music Association’s dough 
tied up in closed bank, so no con- 
certs this year. 

Town's social and musical 
will miss Chi Civic Opera’s 
tour, which is off. 

Blue Willow renews dancing pol- 
icy with Bob Lee and his con- 
federates supplying the tunes. 

A burglar got into Ben Reber’s 
room and both made page one in 
the papes when Ben caught him. 

Three performances of ‘House 
Beautiful’ to poor biz at San Pedro 
Playhouse, small muny theatre in 
residential section. 

Ralph Webster to alternate be- 
tween Piaza and Gunter, ace dance 
spots. When Hank Biagini and Her- 
man Waldman leave, report 


set 
road 


| 


San Francisco 





Carl Covney joins KJBS staff. 
Jack Gross watching that waist. 
line. 

Johnny Toffoli, NBC accordionist, 
pappy. 

Maxine De Shone back to Capito] 
burlesque. 

Clarence Kolb's 
name was De Kalb, 
Rucker to 
film the Massie trial. 

B. B. B.’s schnauzer 
mess of pooch prizes, 

Don Gilman’s office is big enough 
to quarter a regiment. 

Dinty 


original family 


Joe Honolulu to newse 


Winning a 


Doyle homesick for China 
now that the fight is on. 


Cy Trobbe away from KPO musi. 


cal director duties. Illness, 
Reg Travers’ little theatre to do 
‘Green Grow the Lilacs’ Feb. 25. 
Benay Venuta into the Warfield 


with Paul Ash, doubling from KPO, 

Tom Earnfred a popular guy with 
his simi-nudes of ‘Crazy Quilt’ gals, 

NBC drops ‘relations’ from ‘press 
relations dept.’ Just ‘press dept.’ 
now. 

Ted Lewis band rumored 
bility for Hotel St. Francis 
Lofner Harris leave in May. 

Newsreel clips of 
ing in kegs ot Chi beer drew hisses 
and razzes from Fox customers. 

Dolores De' Rio, Joel McCrea and 
others of FN’s ‘Bird of Paradise’ 
cast, sailed from here for Hawaii. 

Will Connolly doing drams for 
‘News’ while Claude LaBelle still 
away with a recalcitrant appendix. 

F&M's ‘Chains’ Idea has had a 
dozen different spot acts. since 
opening at Loew’s State, Los An- 
geles. 

L. Scott Perkins also joins Hanak, 
Kline & Leahy on March 1, resign- 
ing his producer’s post at NBC to 
handle radio accounts. 

Natives nuts on _ horror =§ stuff. 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ big, ‘Murders in 
Rue Morgue’ and ‘The monster’ 
(legit) expected to be smashes. 

W. Vincent Leahy has left S. & 
W. Co. to join Hanak and Kline ad- 
vertising agency as a firm member 
taking the S. & W. account with 
him. 

Kolb and Dill’s 
after their first radio night was 
attended by such journalistic and 
publicity celebs as Clarence Myers, 


possi-~ 
alter 


prohibs smash- 


social reception 


Tom Nunan, Dinty Doyle, Opie 
Warner, Eddie Murphy, Eric Kos- 
ter, Louise Landis, Lloyd Yoder, 


Art Urbain. 


Louisville 


By W. M. Hall 


Louisville got a laugh out of the 
Alamo’s marquee sign: ‘Two Kinds 
of Women’—Miriam Hopkins and 
Phillips Holmes. 

Friction between Credo Harris, 
WHAS mer., and his assistant, M. 
B. Campbell. Result—M,. B. ex 
pected to be at liberty. 

Major Blake, owner of the Savoy, 
changed to new policy by importing 
Virgil Siner’s Syncopated Steppers. 
At 10c level, with boxes going at 
two bits. 

Bob Steiger, H-M cameraman, took 
some inside stills of Louisville dis- 
tilleries for Walter MacDowell, 
Loew's manager, to be used on the 
west coast in ‘Wet Parade.’ 

Maude Adams’ audiences at Na- 
tional found theatre magazine care 


rying ad on Kenton hotel with 
phrase, ‘Clean, morally and physie 


cally,’ standing out in bold type. 

Rialto putting in lift pit for ore 
chestra expected to be first step to 
acquire Fanchon & Marco presene 
tations. Abe Bass, National owner, 
tried these productions three 
months before he was forced to 
close his theater. 

Decline in enrollment and conse- 
quent decrease in revenue plus in- 
ternal strife expected to end the 
Louisville Conservatory of Music. 
Trustees and University of Louis- 
ville rejected a proposal that the 
university purchase conservatory, 
but Dr. Raymond A. Kent, prexy, 
added instructors, 


Detroit 


By ‘Lee Elman 








I, M. Halperin goes to gym class 
once a week. 

Harris Twins went 
and bought a sedan. 

Sam Rubin showing 
by growing a mustache. 

Frank Smith, dramatic editor of 
the ‘Mirror,’ bitten by contract 
bridge. 

Dorothy Stone going from here to 
visit her dad when he gets to Wash- 
ington in his new show. 

Omri St. Clair Jones a daddy for 
the fourth time. Making up for 
most of the other local press mugéss. 

sernard Cobb new manager of the 
United Artists. Won fame at the 
McVickers in Chi when he perfo- 
rated a holdup. 

For the first time since he ha 
managed a theatre Allie Warner 
saw his first show through when he 
sat and watched Chevalier. . 

Latest is a group of local musi- 
cians forming a ‘Flute Club.’ Angie 
is they really play the part straight 
and get together mornings to play 
classical works, 
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_— ¢C ng A z q i BR | 
| Artie ¢ Yohan, 3 manager of Earle, on 
Lew Osterle out at Roxie. | | leave of absence 
Fox-West Coast shake-up: Doc MeKeown back with the 
George Roesch in charge of pub- | Stanley-Warner company. 
and. ‘ ae : 
Jicity at Fox- Oaklan¢ ; : a ee ees = . 3. : r} “hoo , s 

Dick Henderson, English comic New En land | fe mmes in this biz throughout the | D M . € bn ae ro ig es - the ly 

‘ountrv | i - 4 ) u I auqaevi oe 
has settled here with family. g =—- B es omes sell sate ? om RACES : 

cats de Tr . : y ak - j siorrey rennan localite, andj Speaks’ figuring on opening up 

‘kk Lueas from S. F. to Oak- | ae. o ; 
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boys trying to sell him publicity 
material are getting to feel sorry 
for him. 


Ride Home.’ 


John Jaworek and Gus Strauss, 
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Who Lives at 
The Park Central? 
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MONG guests at The Park Central 





are prominent leaders in every 
phase of human endeavor. Stars of 
the screen, musical comedy, vaudeville 


and drama, select it because of its quiet 
serenity, excellent service and proximity 
to all theatres and railroads terminals. 


Radio outlets....Electric refrigeration. ...Period 
salons and roof patios for private functions.... 
Swimming pool. Golf....and other features 
equally unusual and desirable. 


Largest Single Rooms 
in New York 


PHONE CIRCLE 7-8000 


tral | 


56 St. at 7th Ave., New York City 

















H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 

















mediately recommendable entertainments 
in town.”—Gilbert Gabriel, American. 
ge MILLER’S Thea... 124 W. 43d St. 
Evs. 8:50. Mats. Thurs., Fri., Sat., 2:40. | 
__Extra Mat. w ashington’ 6 “Birthday | 


LESLIE HOWARD | 


in PHILIP BARRY’S New Comedy 


THE ANIMAL KINGDOM | 


“The 
ture.’ 


THE GOOD FAIRY | 


season's most gratifying adven- 
'—Percy Hammond, Herald Tribune 
Staged by Gilbert Miller 
BROADHURST Thea., 44th St. W. of B’y 
Evgs. 8:40. Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2: 30. 
___Extra a Mat. Washington's s Birthday _ | 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES. 


! 

jth Month } 

with WILL WILLIAM MITCHELL | 
MAHONEY DEMAREST & DURANT 

Company of 200 60 Glittering Scenes | 

75 of The World’s Most Beautiful Girls | 
Nights, Entire Or hes stra, Entire . 

At lr tal 1 $3 Balcony, 50c ” | 

| Mats. Lincoln's ‘B'day and Sat., 50c to $2 | 
| EARL CARROLL THEA., 7 Av. & 530 St. 


LESLIE BANKS in 


SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY 


Benn W evy'’s smart fa 
is a pt at d ous 
dously funny.”—Atkinson, Times. 
Helen Nigel 
CHANDLER BRU CE 
BIJOU Th., 45th, W. 
ives... 8:50. Mata. 


“ae antic—tremen- 


vith Frieda 


INESCORT | 
of Bway, La. 4-073 
Wed. & Sat., 2:40) 


5th MONTH — COMEDY HIT 


A Church Mouse 


BERT LYTELL 


PLAYHOUSE 


Wed. 
Fel. 


LOEW $ swerve 4555, MON. FRI. 


5 10 AM. re NOON 
Wallace BEERY 
Jackie COOPER 


“THE CHAMP” 


with RUTH GORDON 


‘48th, E. of B’way 
Evenings at 8:45 
and Sat., 2:40 

12 (Lincoln's B'day) | 


Matinees 
Extra Mat 


Fri., 


| 
| 
rce 


4th Big Week!? 

Premier Vaudeville in Revue 
BEATRICE LILLIE 
GEORGE OLSEN and MUSIC 
FIFI D’ORSAY 
AL SIEGEL & ae ena SHADE 
MILTON BERLE 
and THE MILLS BROTHERS 













On Broadway 


SI St ST, one Shows 


Wed. to Friday, Feb. 10 to 12 


RICHARD DIX 
‘SECRET SERVICE’ 







6th ST. Bet. Lex. and 3d Ave. 
@ Continuous Shows 


Wed. to Friday, Feb. 10 to 12 


RICHARD DIX 
in “SECRET SERVICE” 
6—RKO ACTS—6 

BELLE BAKER 


| 



















Doors Open Today at 10:45 A. M. 4 


-; DRESSLER 
sé E Me wv A’”’ 


On Stage Shaw & Lee 


TOL Bunchuk—Oreh 





Feature at {1:25 : » 125, 335, $34 
10:10, at Ss P. mM. 
OX SEVENTH AVENUB 
AT 50t rREET 


“THE SILENT WITNESS” 


LIONEL ATWILL 


MICKEY 


On stage: MOUSE and gang — EL 
‘ Grant Withers. “Mor!ls BRENDEL in oprrson and FRED WARING’'S 
Harry Jj. Conley Co, Harriet sensational orchestra 
Hoctor ris and hers . < 
or Girts and Ot | Beginning Friday—WILL ROGERS in 





“BUSINESS AND PLEASURE” 
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VARIETY 


TO THE LADIES 





Tuesday, February 9, 1932 





Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Three’s a Crowd 

Ina Claire, Joan Blondell, Madge 
ivans. The sensitively cast, robust- 
ly effective collective pronoun of 
‘The Greeks had a Word for Them.’ 
Three predatory blondes following 
the same vocation, decorated with 
the same flamboyant make-up, 
wearing the same spectacularly ex- 
pensive clothes, yet, since girls who 
rate the alluring classification ai all 
must be individualists, each with 
her own specially developed tech- 
nique. 

Miss Claire is an orchid, obvious 
symbol of luxury—and as blame- 
lessly parasitical. Miss Blondell is 
a sturdy perennial daisy, Miss 
Evans a forthright forget-me-not. 
Dissimilar personalities compelled 
by common problems to stick to- 
gether. Questing generous males is 
their livelihood as well as their 
genius, and they do their hunting 
in a pack of three. The story points 
out why; it’s a fable searchingly 
hep to femme behavior, 
and effect. 

There’s the keen observation, for 
instance, that three girls, no matter 
how devoutly they express allegi- 
ance to one another, must always 
split up into a pair and a single- 
ton. That’s because three girls can 
never be found of equally potent 
charm. One is always ahead of the 
other two, which two therefore in- 
stinctively band together against 
their common enemy. Here Miss 
Claire is supreme. 

It isn't that she’s so much 
prettier, it’s because she’s lucky 
enough to have a way of taking 
whatever she wants without being 
bothered to question previous own- 
ership. Miss Evans and Miss 
Blondell secretly admire her quality 
of conscienceless grabbing. They 
wish they had it—but they haven't 
so they keep her around the better 
to watch what she’s doing and 
thereby protect their own less easily 
acquired belongings. 

Attachment founded on so com- 
bustible a basis has its flare-ups, 
yet nothing singes Miss Claire's 
bland self-possession. She’s wholly 
undisturbed by the unmasking of 
her acquisitive strategy. Miss 
‘aire, Miss Blondell, and Miss 
Evans, all slyly enjoying the feline 
in womankind, make full flavored 
entertainment out of an extrava- 
gantly set, appropriately dressed 
comedy perfectly suited to their en- 
gaging talents. Audience ladies will 
relish its agreement with their own 
convictions about what vixens other 
women are. 


its cause 





Pays To Be Bad? 
Pictures’ credo—that good girls 
are pretty but wicked ones are fas- 
cinating—has another staunch be- 


liever in ‘The Silent Witness.’ The 
rewards for virtue are getting 
skimpier in film stories; in this 


conservative murder mystery the 
wicked gal is choked to death, but 
certainly that is better than the 
sad lot of the good girl who just 
stands around unnoticed all the 
time. 

Helen Mack, the marrying kind, 
simply can't get anyone to agree 
with her ideas, Greta Nissen, on 
the other hand, who thinks cer- 
emonies are a lot of unnecessary 
bother, is forever being beseeched 
to change her mind. Her gaudy 
little flat swarms with men; she 
has to hide the overflow in closets. 
Miss Mack, in order to encounter 
a man, has to go over to his house, 
and then finds her visit unwel- 
come. 

Miss Nissen is right good at the 
business of fascination. She has all 
the natural equipment. Negligees 
become her. Her blonde hair clus- 
ters in soft little curls all over her 
head, the interesting slant of her 
eyes is bewitching, her voice is low, 
throaty, enriched with a valuable 
accent. She moves with sinuous 
grace. There's a minimum of self- 
consciousness about her acting and 
a maximum of showy allure. 

Miss Mack remains politely in the 
background, modestly decorative 
for the rare moments when earn- 
est sweetness is needed. Mary 
Forbes is a properly tragic figure 
at her husband's murder trial, and 
most awfully elegant in her draw- 
ing room in a lame dress whose ir- 
regularly jutting flounces give her 
the silhouette of a stately Christ- 
mas tree, 





Contrasts at the Roxy 
Mickey Mouse with his skitterish 


ways and impish imagination has 
taken over the Roxy stage show 
this week. Under Mickey's en- 


chanting influence the production 


goes quaintly charming. The bal- 
let corps twinkle as cunning little 
black and tan kittens, fascinate as 
toe dancing goldfish. The Roxey- 
ettes, grotesque replicas of Micley 


and Minnie, are wholly bewitching. 
Their huge yellow flannel glcves 
and shoes contrasted with their 
black cotton tights form modern- 
istic dance motifs, yet simple 
enough to be gay and amusing. 

In Minnie’s boudoir the ftirni- 
ture comes to life. The piano 


dances, the bed separates into sec- 
tions; each begins to frolic blithely 


about. The row of books on the 
table becomes a mysteriously 
played accordion, the standing 


lamp scampers. Patricia Bowman, 
a golden haired French doll in a 
pretty white frock with blue rib- 
bon ruffles, jumps up for a doll 
dance that happily is not patron- 
izing. Mickey makes the stage 
Show colorful, imaginative, sweet 
and clean. It has novelty and pan- 
tomimic comedy. It is precisely the 
right sort of stuff for children. It 
has all the ingredients to entertain 
the littles ones, and nothing to 
cause them to ask their parents 
alarming questions. So, perhaps 
because it is so rarely perfect for 
youngsters, El Brendel is inter- 
polated to tell off-color jokes and 
make sly inferences. His type of 
humor is hugely amusing for adults, 
it seems, and they’re the ones who 
buy tickets. 





Ann’s Reproachful Look 
Some women reproach the men 
they marry with angry words and 
stormy scenes—Ann Harding does 
it with a look. Both systems 
achieve most gratifying results in 





harassing thelr objects, but Miss 
Harding's style of faultfinding has 
this advantage over the other one: 
it creates sympathy for the lady 
instead of for her miserable vic- 
tim. It is a technique more com- 
pletely unfair, more delicately tor- 
menting-—more worthy civilized 
womankind. 


As ‘Prestige’ so aptly proves, the 


victim can’t fight back against 
Miss Harding’s type of nagging 


because she herself is too splendid 
to fight. He’s got to skulk around 
like a loathsome cur under the si- 
I-nt accusal of her hurt glances. 
It denies him the pleasurable re- 
lief of a well-planted kick, a joy 
he has a chance at when ladies 


are at least sporting enough to 
raise their voices. Miss Harding’s 
unshakable composure wins her 


the title of martyr, whereas those 
ladies less righteously restrained 
merit only the opprobrious name of 
shrew. 

Miss Harding has been too busy 
being a ‘serious’ actress with a 
beautiful voice and a madonna’s 
coiffure to have noticed that in 
Hollywood jungle films it is a big 
mistake to play the piano or turn 
on the phonograph. Nor does the 
unbearable jungle heat, which 
dampens the faces of all others in 
the cast, have any effect on her 
saint-like appearance. She re- 
mains cool, unruffled, respectably 
neat, a lady with a goodly supply 
of decent rice powder but no friv- 
olous mascara to insinuate its al- 
luring offices on her so worth- 
while naturalness. 


Miss Harding is cast as a Pari- 
sienne in ‘Prestige.” Her costumes, 
however, have successfully dodged 
Parisian chic, since accuracy of 
characterization denies chic to a 
gal who goes about committing 
the boy scoutisms of ‘Heads up!’ 
and ‘I'm going to be awfully proud 
of you!’ In nobility of bearing, 
splendor of sacerdotal voice, and 
inability to master the wearing of 
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Uncommon Chatter | 
By Ruth Morris = 

















Marie’s Full-Length Monolog 
If heroines 


motherhood as recent 


indicate, they might all take lessons 


from Marie Dressler on the best 
way to hold a baby. 
approves of the old-fashioned tec: - 
the 


She doesn’t regard the infant as an 


nique rarely seen on 


itty bitsy precious, 


prone to breaking in two. She re- 


fuses to consider the baby an ac- 


; cessory to her own maternal charm. 
matter-of-fact 


With one vigorous, 
gesture she sweeps it to her sub- 
stantially calicoed bosom, experi- 
encing no cute surprise at finding a 


| little bit of life cradled comfortably 


in her arms. 

That directness of manner is 
probably the secret of Miss Dress- 
ler’s success With cinema audiences. 
A finished low comedienne 
sturdy trouper, she rids emotion of 
well-known artifices. Her manner- 
isms—and few actresses can be 


successful without the little tricks 


that build up individual personali- 
ties—never obtrude to steal sincer- 
ity from the emotion they help to 
project. 

As ‘Emma,’ a 
housekeeper 


warm-hearted 
martyred by the 


are as interested in| ‘° 


films would 


Miss Dressler 


screen. 


terrifyingly 


and a 








hats, Miss Harding is utterly con- 
vincing as a well-meaning wife 
whose harried husband manages to 
rebel for one fearless moment and 
shriek at her, ‘Get out, get out!’ 





Slight comment is added. 


Women on Percentage 


A condensed review in points on the women of the’ stage mentioned hereunder. 
None can rank over 10 points on a single item, nor over 100 points in total. 
There are 10 items covered by the reviewer, with the named points opposite each player’s name. 
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“Ethel Devoe...... 6 7 10 


Smart appearance lends tone 
to a strong comedy act. 





Har’t Hoctor Girls 4 


Personable dance line-up. 
Only one of three routines 
comes up to the Harriet 
Hoctor standard. 





Sis Bribo......... 1 8 6 


10 a 7 6 6 0 C) 54 


IKxccentric dance specialist 
with the Hoctor Girls. 





Adeline Bendon... 6 


[7] 
wo 


Well-trained ballerina of the 
Hoctor corps. 





Helen Medlyn..... 5 10 3 


1) a 2 3 2 9 3 48 


Voice and delivery more ap- 
propriate to hot numbers 
than ballads. 





86TH ST. 





Olive Olsen....... 4 8 8 


v 7 7 8 7 2 7 63 


Applause curtailed by pro- 
longation of amusing per- 
sonality numbers. Cos- 
tumes could be smartened. 





Jean Renee- 
Alice Logan...... 2 8 7 


Facile execution of adagio 
tricks increases audience 
response. 





Marie Merrill..... 6 7 


7) 


Demure coloratura whose 
clear top tones sell a shyly 
delivered solo. 





Lucille Kemp..... 7 5 4 


needs 
draw 


Piano-tap specialty 
more precision to 
merited applause. 

















Rose St. John..... 6 3 6 5 d 4 8 ry ry 7 48 Prima donna tactics apt to 
estrange audiences. 

Pat MOriey..ccccs & 3 3 + 5 6 6 7 0 4 45 Knockabout comedienne per- 
forming self - consciously 
with Wiest & Stanton. 

Sondra Ward..... 2 4 4 3 & 6 7 7 . Py 43 Wardrobe below the stand- 
ard of a capable songstress 
and graceful dancer. 

Carol Sisters. a 5 5 5 5 2 6 5 t) 4 40 Adequate dance team. 

Patricia Collins... 2 6 6 3 6 2 5 6 0 4 38 


Tappist and comedy foil. 





HIPPODROME 





Jeanne Upham... 6 7 6 


5 6 . 3 4 i 3 4 


Style of costumes lessened 
by careless matching of 








colors. 
Lorraine Sisters... 4 4 6 5 5 3 3 2 0 2 34 Dance routine lacks precise 
unison. 
rer wasn © 8 7 6 5 1 1 1 Q co) 31 


Sleek young woman, consci- 
entious and negative. 





Giadys Head...... 0 2 4 








Piquant personality but 
slight opportunity to prove 
it. 











script’s determination to lirect 
sympathy toward its star, Miss 
| Dressler performs solidly, heroic. 


ally sustaining 
that is an almost uninterruptea 
monolog. Determined to give its 
star a substantial part, film forgets 
that personalities are best built up 
by what the other members of the 
cast say about them. There are 
moments when even a star is ex. 
pected to be outside camera range, 
while supporting actors work up 
audience eagerness for her return. 
Myrna Loy, Barbara Kent and 
Kathryn Crawford, as snobbish, un- 
grateful youngsters, could have re. 
lieved Miss Dressler of the burden 
of an overlong part that concen- 
trates on homely, domestic prob- 
lems. But the script cuts their roles 
down to minimum. Inhuman to the 
point of incredibility, their only ex- 
cuse for existence is to prove 
Emma's self-sacrificing devotion. 


interest in a 


part 


Loretta Goes Mott St. 
The East that is China and the 
West that is Hollywood are merged 
in Loretta Young's interpretation of 


the Americanized Chinese girl in 
‘The Hatchet Man.’ Without the 
wizardry of make-up, Miss Young 


would have contributed another 
adequate performance, a duplicate 
of the sweet, agreeable heroines, of 
other films. Her speech is Holly- 
wood-English, taking no notice of 
the syllables that defeat Chinese 
pronunciation of an alien language, 
Her manner, devoid ef Oriental cau- 
tion and subtlety, is that of a frank, 
eager American gir). 

But make-up succeeds where 
ing devices fail. 
drawn into 


act- 
Eyes painstakingly 
slanting almond 


shape 
transform an open American face 
into one of Chinese inscrutability. 


A well-made wig that defies the de- 
tection of the camera, completes the 
illusion. 

A Chinatown belle, Miss Young’s 
wardrobe includes expensively 
showy American frocks and modish 
turbans that settle naively on her 
straight, quaintly banged, black 
hair. Heavily sequined pajamas 
and enthusiastically over-decorated 
ceremonial robes are the sort that 
an Americanized Chinese maid 
might substitute for more authene 
tic native costumes. If not that, 
then they’re Hollywood's concep- 
tion of the genuine article, 





Life’s Mystery Explained 

This week’s Capitol unit, more 
philosophical than usual, wants to 
know ‘What Is This Thing Called 
Love?” and straightway finds a 
definition for the tender passion 
throughout the ages. 

Caveman love is an  adagio 
dance, a rough and tumble courte 
ship in which a _ groveling lady 
valiantly fights off the blows of 
her adorer. Indian love is a wa’ 
whoopla, stomping over the West- 
ern plains. Empire love is a min- 
uet, grace and artifice clothed in 
courtly costumes of gold cloth and 
rose velvet. By 1860 love becomes 
a waltz, a modern pas-de-deux in 
which the taffeta clad heroine leaps 
to adagio postures. And now, con- 
cludes the Capitol, love is a jazz 
dance, a primitive throwback to 
caveman days—the only difference 
being that the man takes the beat- 
ing. Finished with its research, the 
unit merges past and present in a 
finale tableau that ties up the loose 
ends of a production idea with un- 
accustomed proficiency. 

When it is not delving into his- 
tory, the presentation substantiates 
its title, ‘Whirligigs,’ by permitting 
the Chester Hales, costumed a 1a 
Fred and Adele Astaire, to roll large 
white hoops in dance line forma- 
tions. Then they become cellophane 
lamp shades, spinning giddily for 4 
whirling finish. 





RKO’s P-P 1-Dayer 
A Publix house, Paramount, Steu- 
benville, C., will take four acts of 
vaude for one day only (Sundays) 
from RKO’s reviving family dept. 
booked by Jack Dempsey. House 
used its first bill Sunday (7). 





Twins on RKO 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. 

Hilton Twins, Siamese pair, £° 
vaude Feb. 12 for RKO when ther 
open at the Golden Gate, with Oak- 
land and possibly Los Angeles fol- 
lowing. Bern Bernard booked. 

They've been working out here or 
M-G-M’s ‘Freaks.’ 





| 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





American actors boiling because | 


Oliver Morosco hired an entire | 
English cast to support Emily 
Stevens in “The Fugitive.’ Smaller 


salaries supposed to have influenced 
the move. 





John Charles Thomas quit musi- 
cal comedy to study for opera. 





Walter Wanger was active in 
dramatic affairs. Handling Nazi-j 
mova. 


Actors back from “ngiand were 
predicting that in a few months 
alien salaries would be taxed 50% 
by British gov't. 

Adele Blood in a vaude sketch 
was wearing a $50,000 ruby neck- 
lace and a $15,000 ermine coat at 
each performance. Played a@ man- 
nequin. 





Harry Mountford, at a White 
Tats meeting, told that the treasury 
was empty and that he and Fitz- 
patrick had financed affairs for the 
Jast three weeks. Appeal for funds 
brought $7 from 56 members pres- 
ent. An assessment of 5% on 
aries of working Rats was a flop. 


sal- 


‘Old Homestead’ was given its 
first film production. Made by In- 
ternational with James O. Barrows 
as Josh. Later made by Paramount. 


Sale of the personal effects of 
FEF. H. Sothern and Julia Marlowe 


| theatres, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Battle between B. & K.’s new Southtown theatre and one of the Chi- 
cago’s neighborhood rags, ‘Southtown Economist,’ has been settled, fol- 








lowing a hard rap taken at the theatre by the publication. War is re- 
ported to have started over advertising. 


spot, but after the premier the circuit is understood to have proposed a 
cut in advertising appropriations for that sheet, 

Sheet ran as a regular yarn a story headed, ‘Movie-Goers Hit Show 
at Southtown.’ In the story were lines: ‘the new Southtown...is 
fast winning a reputation as a million and a half dollar showhouse with 
a 10 cent show...the inferior screen fare at the new Balaban and Katz 


these 


vaudeville has also been protested...ot 


by booking features that far surpass those offered at the Southtown. 


New RKO Orpheum, at Denver, is to be the last word in safeguarded 
Extensive use of the electric eye and the microphonic ear 
will be made with the idea of automatically sounding an alarm in the 
event of an attempted burglary ip. 

The ear is attuned to react to violent commands, such as stick-up 
men are supposed to issue and will sound an alarm on the theatre 
marquee and also in police headquarters. The eye device will be so 
placed that anyone working over the safe will intercept the light beam 


or hol p 


and similarly start the dual alarm. Only the confidential house em- 
ployees will know how to shut off the device while legitimately ap- 


proaching the safe. 

Devices, which are the invention of L. M. Rubens, of the midwest 
theatre circuit which once bore his name, and who also is a member 
the Int. Assn. of Police Chiefs, was given a test last week. 


ol 


three-day engagement at Fairmont theatre, Warner Bros. house in Fair- 
mont, W. Va. ‘Dance Team’ (Fox) was substituted. Newspaper reader 
said management did not feel ‘Parade’ was up to standard set for enter- 
tainment at the house, 

Following morning the Fairmont ‘Times’ commented editorially as 
follows: ‘We believe this evidence of sincerity on the part of a local 
theatre manager, even if the theatre does happen to be a part of a chain 
that sometimes seems to be cold to the wishes of Fairmonters, is worthy 
of commendation. Fairmont is more than ordinarily fond of its theatre 
entertainment. We believe this is true because the local theatres have 
tried to stay close to their own patrons and to cater to their likes and 
dislikes,’ 

Curious oversight had Metro doing business In France for about seven 
months without being an incorporated organization. Metro’s original 
French company, incorporated in 1926 for five years, officially expired in 
August with no notation of it. Oversight was caught early in January 
and a new company was formed immediately. 

Firm is incorporated for $120,000 as against $10,000 in the original 
company. Money is divided into 3,000 shares of $40 par value each, with 
none of the officers of the concern Americans, 





Because Paul Short, Publix-Melba skipper in Dallas, couldn’t dodge 











brought $53,000. They were planning 
to retire and live in England. 
Jate David Belasco was a 
purchaser. 


heavy 


Jazz bands working in fragments | 
of the national anthem were told | 
by Chicago city council to play it 
all the way through or not at all. 

Coney Jsiand was asking for a 
boardwalk again. . 


Latter Day Saints were protes- 
ting proposed showing of film, ‘A 
Mormon Maid’ as a slam. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 

‘Clipper’ discussed the still prev- 
alent failure of critics to agree in 
their opinions of the same produc- 
tion. Arrived at the sapient con- 
clusion that critics had different 
mental processes—when it wasn’t a 
grudge. 

-laverly’s theatre, Chicago, was 
installing a ‘hydraulic apparatus’ to 
flood the’stage in the event of fire. 
Boston beat them to it. 


One of Barnum’s elephants gave 
birth to a new pachyderm in win- 
ter quarters at Bridgeport. Said 
to be the second born in this coun- 
try. First was owned by James A. 
Bailey, who was then on his own. 
When Barnum wired him an offer 
he made the telegram into a poster 
with ‘see what Barnum thinks of 
our baby elephant.’ Stunt resulted 
in the partnership of the two. Bar- 
num could appreciate showmanship 
in others, 

Guiteau, assassin of Pres. -Gar- 
field, was to be hanged in June. 
The family had already been of- 
fered $5,000 for the body. 


Heavy snowfell reported and 


those who had money for theatre} 


tickets were spending it for sleigh 
Tides. Always something. 
Augustin Daly 
his theatre, 


changed his bill 


at The cast included 


Henry Miller who played second to| 


John Drew. 

Park theatre, Boston, 
Sidering substitution of 
light for gas. ‘Clipper’ said that 
The electric light craze was never 


The 


was con-| 
electric | 


‘The Guardsman’ (M-G), the Rialto there got its first taste of a double 
bill last week. Short tried to sidetrack 
weaker stands for a couple of months, but the local Metro branch spe- 
cified the Melba and stood pat. 

However, it didn’t open until Metro agreed to pitch in ‘Beau Hunks’ 
(Laurel-Hardy) to help out. Films were billed equally as a double- 
header, a local precedent. 


The lengths to which some film-struck young women will go to obtain 
publicity, which they think will help them to further their ambition, was 
illustrated in Minneapolis when a 20-year-old miss, returning from 
Hollywood, summoned a newspaper reporter and informed him, among 
other things, that she had signed a three-year contract with Paramount. 

The city editor, reading the story, became suspicious and checked 
with the Publix office there. Telegraphic inquiry to the Coast brought 
the reply that Paramount had never even heard of the girl. 

Although Robert E. Sherwood is credited as co-author of ‘Cock o’ the 
Air’ (UA), inside is that he didn’t contribute anything to the story. Sher- 
wood, from accounts, was at the United Artists’ studio at the time ‘Cock 
o’ the Air’ was being planned and indicated he would work on the story 
if finding time. He never did, yet his name was tacked on it. Charles 
Lederer wrote the entire story, including dialog. 

Censors took out much of the matter. Reports vary on the slicing from 
around 800 feet to two reels. 





Theatre circuit head visiting Hollywood was being entertained by the 
head of another company. Taking his guest to a ‘speak’ noted for its 
food, the host discovered a new doorman who didn’t know him. Door- 
man sent for the head waiter, also new, who turned down the host. 

But getting a look at the guest and recognizing him as a former resi- 
dent of a golf club where he had formerly worked, the waiter okayed 
the guest, who in turn okayed his host. 


Western Electric says there are no prospects of a battle with RCA, or 
the violation of any understanding, in its marketing through Graybar 
of radio receiving sets, 

At present 77 Graybar points of distribution in the U. 8. have the 
radio equipment on sale. The total number of installations so far made 
in hotels throughout the country is described by Westernites as ‘un- 
available’. 


British and Dominion Films, although not a subsidiary company of 
Gaumont British, have a working arrangement with the latter company 

G. B. advances 50% of the cost of any production, and in return re- 
ceives 30% of the gross plus the money advanced. 

Even the last B. & D. effort, ‘The Blue Danube,’ originally called 
‘Rhapsody,’ and not regarded highly, will about break even as far as 
G. B. is concerned. 


over four months to find out what his duties are, with his top exec al- 
ways too busy to see him. 

He finally was paged to go into the head office, where his boss told 
| get him a clean collar. 


Achieving stellar billing for one flop picture a player managed to stay 
on the studio payroll by working the social angle outside, but his 





is netting him practically nothing. Through the same social contacts 

| was persuaded to buy stock in the company for which he works. 

What is described as one of the roughest pieces of advertising c: 
since the advertising code was adopted by producers, hag been called 


in by Educational-Tiffany after numerous complaints. 
Copy was gotten out by the Tiffany end on a British picture. 
satin 


So many meetings and cabinet get-togethers being held daily in the 


more vielent in Boston than now.’ | Paramount Bidg., New York, that executives and minors in all branches 


‘Manhattan Parade’ (WB) was permitted to play only one day of a. 


Paper had given the circuit much space for the cpening of the new | 


film palace boosts admission rates to excessiveness...the absence of a | 
stage show in a theatre so adequately equipped as a background for | 
her theatres satisfy their patrons | 





en 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





In ‘50 Years Ago’ of ‘Variety’s’ editorial page mention was made of 
George S. Tyler, who was no relation to George C. Tyler. Latter is the 
producer, who points out that at that time he was setting type for his 
father’s newspaper at Chillicothe, O., and received one dollar per week. 
The Tyler with an S. middle initial, of Boston, was a house manager in 
that city, but was lost when a yacht sank in Boston bay in the early ’80s. 
At the time he was preparing to present a comic opera by W. D. Howells. 


| Some years later Hoy Is called on George C. and stated he had the 
j hunch that if one Tyler liked the script another might. But the deal 
did not go through. George C. Tyler dropped the inside initial several 
years ago because of the similarity. 

Arbitration hearing in Hobart Cavanaugh’s claim against James El- 
liott ended in a decision for Cavanaugh. Question was whether, under 
certain circumstances, a contract for one show can be worked off by 
another the produeer does. In the present case, this was adjudged im- 
possible, with Cavanagh awarded $700. He will be paid from a bond 


¢ | 





balance Equity had been holding. 

Cavanaugh was engaged by the producer for ‘Mr. Goldigger’ by Daniel 
Kusell. This employment contract expired Oct. 14, but the day before 
Elliott signed the actor for ‘Hot Money.’ It was Elliott’s contention that 
he abandoned Kusell’'s play and that the Cavanaugh contract had been 
worked off by ‘Money.’ 


Decision was made on the theory that the one day difference between 


contract signing didn’t cover the first agreement and also that one day 
would hardly be enough tim« produce a play. It was also declared 
that Elliott had not, as he stated, abandéned* thoughts of ‘Goldigger’ 


production, but that his option expired before production was possible. 
When Cavanaugh brought his claim he held up return to Elliott of 
about $1,200 average on the bond for his last show, ‘Widow in Green’, 





After four years of postponements, Victor Leighton’s suit 
Erlanger is to come up within the coming month for trial. 

Leighton is suing for 10% of the profits of the Erlanger booking ex- 
change for the 1926-27 season, the last one he worked for them as head 
of the booking department. Booker started his action immediately after 
leaving Erlanger’s, with O’Brien, Malevinsky & Driscoll as his attorneys. 
Since then it has been pending. 


against 


Leighton’s claim is that his arrangement with his former employers 
was for a salary and the stated percentage of profits. He collected the 
salary up to the end of his employment. About $7,000 or $8,000 is said 
to be involved in the percentage issue. 


Sydney W. Carroll put the burn on New York’s drama critics. In an 
article printed in the London Critics Circle circular, he referred to them 
as ‘the wierdest bunch of fellows.’ One of the reviewers asked if Carroll 
had taken a good look at Hannen Swaffer. 

The New York critics thought they treated Carroll rather nicely when 
he visited here last fall. During a luncheon at the Harvard Club, the 
visitor told of the Critics Circle in England and a similar organization 
was formed here, although to what purpose is not yet clear Critics also 
indicate that perhaps Carroll was peeved because @ play which he 
brought over failed to click and did not receive critical praise. 











the feature to one of P-P’s |} 


} 


Lowest stage salaries in New York are reported pertaining to players 
1in ‘Lysistrata’ which Chamberlain Brown will revive for two weeks at 
the Riveria. One salary calls for $10 per without indication 
whether the actor is an extra. 

There are 30 persons listed for the play. 
$1,250. When ‘Lysistrata’ was presented 
totaled in excess of $4,000 weekly. 


week, 


Total weekly salary list is 
at the 44th Street salaries 


Program sponsorship of ‘If Booth Had Missed’ (Maxine Elliott's) is 
given as Walter Hartwig, but in reality the Shubert receivership is prin- 
cipally concerned, with William A, Brady. Hartwig has 20% of the 
show, getting in on part ownership because the play was in the little 


theatre tournament, which it won at the Waldorf, New York, last 
summer, 
Shows presented were of full length rather than playlets. Hartwig 


conducts the tournaments apparently on his own, renting a theatre each 
season for a nominal figure. Each contender for the prize must pay an 
entrance fee, presumably as a guarantee of good faith. 


When ‘Face the Music’ opened in Philadelphia the management inad- 
vertently found it had used actual names for several characters. Show 
takes satirical pokes at political New York. 

Discoverer went into a panic and rushed the necessary aliases. 

Sigourney Thayer has dropped ‘Rabbitskin, Inc., his producing corp. 
title, for his new show, ‘Bridal Wise.’ ‘Rabbit’ was used when Thayer 
tried out ‘Men Must Fight.’ 





are continually on the run. 


As high as a half dozen a day have to be 
attended by some. 


Meanwhile, there are screenings from Monday to Fri- 
day, inclusive, to be caught by both Paramount and Publix men. 
Nightly meetings are being held, too. 


Major studios, as usual, have been holding back announcements of 


1932-33 pictures so they may be released at the spring sales conventions. 





| 


| 





A minor employee of one of the big film companies has been waiting | 


} 
| 


| him he was very busy and wondered whether he’d mind running out to | 


WOrk } 


Publicity departments have been asked to withhold the picture titles 
and stories so they can be sold to the salesman as brand new dope. It’s 
figured the sales people will get a bigger jolt of enthusiasm from a sur- 
prise description than from the facts trickling through a few at a time. 


An advertising war with the Columbus, O., ‘Despatch’ is being waged 
by Publix, Loew's and RKO, following demand that space be increased 
50% over allotment to opposition sheets, 

‘Despatch’ has since refused to print notices of any kind about the 
chain theatres involved. 


Four of the Skouras Long Island houses trailerize legit shows making 


the one night stand at the Viayhouse, Great Neck. Latter house is also 
one of the Skouras spots. 


Four film theatres 
Roosevelt at Flushing, 


are the Rivoli and Hempstead, in Hempstead; 
and the Cove in Glen Cove, 


Even though the prospective reduction of 25% in salaries of building 


trades, on a national basis, should be accepted, theatre men do not ex- 
pect any marked increase in theatre construction. 

Regardls of how low costs go, building by chains and amusement 
men will not likely extend beyond an insignificant number. 

Song of the A German picture similar in type to ‘White Hell of 
Pitz I > wih 1 Unive il purchased last year, was shown to Carl 
Laemm|l ind Universal executives on the Coast last week. 

Thur (4) about 60 Paramount execs in the home office were gathe 

iered with the heads of the 


ee 


company. 


along economy lines. 


Only specch made was by Sam 


Katz, mostly 


Newsreel men are not taking seriously the repeated reports on War- 
ners establishing such a service. 
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Golden, Dunn Will 
Theatre Group, 





+ 


Operate Chanin 
Avoid Forced Sale 





Majestic, Royale and Masaue| Claim of Whiteside’s 


theatres, New York, are no longer 


properties of the Shubert Theatre 
Corp. The three houses built by 
the Chanins and sold to the Shu- 
berts several years ago are, like 


the Shuberts, in receivership. John 
Golden and Philip J. Dunn were ap- 


pointed co-receivers last week. 
Action for foreclosure was made 
by the Continental Bank & Trust 


Co., trustee for the bond issue which 
is secured by the first mortgage. 
Some $80,000 was owed on inter- 
est and taxes on the theatres, which 
are held under the name of the 
Royma Realty Corp. The Shubert 
receivers sent word they couldn't 
pay off and that there were no at- 
tractions in sight for the houses. 
That forced the bank to take action. 
The proceeding specifically seeks 
the collection of a first mortgage 
amounting to $1,486,000. Against 
that, S. W. Straus sold bonds, there 


being approximately 1,500 bond- 
holders besides $250,000 in bonds 
retained by Straus. The Theatre 


Zone Realty Co. is also mentioned, 
apparently being the corporate 
company owned by the United 
Cigar Stores, said to be the actual 
first mortgagor (also owners of the 
adjoining Lincoln hotel). The 
Chanin name in endorsing the mort- 
gage was never removed, which 
brings the Chanins into the matter. 


Seeks Indie Shows 


The bank apparently does not 
care to force the sale of the thea- 
tres at this time because of de- 
preciated realty values. For that 
reason Golden will attempt to ope- 
rate the theatres, seeking independ- 
ent attractions. 

When the foreclosure proceedings 
becnzme known to the Shubert re- 
ceivers, trucks were called to take 
properties and apparatus and any- 
thing removable from the _ three 
theatres. It was discovered, how- 
ever, that certain furnishings were 
not actually owned by the theatres, 
there existing a chattel mortgage. 
That meant all such material was 
replaced. 

Lee Shubert is the holder of a 
second mortgage of $850,000 on the 


Majestic, Royale and Masque, a 
personal investment. It is of ques- 
tionable value under the fore- 
closure. 





OPERA TRY NEEDS SRO 
TO GET AN EVEN BREAK 


Rochester, Feb. 8, 


Plan of Rochester Civic Music 
Association to revive light opera 
with local talent at $1 top gets try- 
out Jan. 15, 16. ‘Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ is first revival with cast of 
former members of the Eastman 
theatre company and students of 


the Eastman School of Music. Em- 
mett French of New York, is di- 


recting and Civic Orchestra pro- 
vides the accompaniment. 

Cost of the production and cos- 
tumes, including $600 a night for 
the Eastman theatre, will require 
nearly capacity houses to break 
even, but additional performance 
can be put on with little added ex- 
pense. Early ticket sales indicate 
sellouts both nights. Another opera 


will be prepared immediately and it | 
is hoped that later each production | 


can be assured a week's run, 








Grace George Play 


William A. Brady has the rights 
to ‘Mademoiselle,’ recently produced 
French play by Jacques Duval. In- 
tended for Grace George's use early 
in the fall, with the rights under- 
stood to include England as well 
as the U. S. 

Piece is currently showing at the 
St. Georges Theatre in Paris and 
was called ‘suitable for Grace 
George’ when reviewed by ‘Variety's’ 
Paris correspondent on opening. 


Columbus Stock Blows 


Columbus, Feb. 8. 

Hartman Players, headed by 
Edith King, are giving up the local 
stock stand finding the going too 
tough, 7 

Miss King is leading her company 
around the one-nite stand circuit 
this week on what has been called 
an ‘unlimited road tour’ in ‘Death 
Takes a Holiday.’ 





a. a 

Part-Time Agent Off 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Suit against Walker Whiteside 

for an accounting of the profits of 

his last show, ‘Chinese 

Bungalow,’ was dismissed last week 

in Milwaukee. 

Suit had been started by 

Steinberg of Detroit, 

some angeling in 


season's 


Morris 
who had done 
the beginning to 


get the play going. Steinberg 
wanted 59% of the profits of the 


road tour. 


GUILD SHOW STICKING 
IN CHI AT CUT RATES 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

First production brought in under 
the Theatre Guild banner to go cut- 
rate is ‘As Husbands Go.’ Play 
completes its four-weeks run at 
the Blackstone, under the Guild- 
John Golden arrangement, at the 
end of the current week and the 
next day (14) opens at the Adelphi 
on the clipped scale. 

Date at the Blackstone had orig- 
inally been set for three stanzas. 
Click business resulted in a week's 
extension on a deal worked out di- 
rectly between Tracy Drake and 
the Golden office. Scheduled arrival 
of ‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ at 
the Blackstone on the 15th prevent- 
ed Drake from keeping the show 
beyond the current week. 

Deal for the comedy’s transfer to 
the Adelphi was closed Friday (5) 
in New York by the latter’s man- 
agfer, Ralph Kettering. 


One Off—One On 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

With coast rights in dispute, 
‘Murdered Alive,’ mystery thriller, 
will not be produced by Arthur Col- 
lins at the Carthay Circle. Bela 
Lugosi was set to star. Play is in 
arbitration in New York because of 
author-producer jam. 

Municipalities Light Opera Assn. 
will open ‘Vagabond King’ at the 
house, March 4, and is seeking 
Dennis King for the title role. Ar- 
rangement with Fox West-Coast is 
for the house nut and 14144% of the 
gross as house rental to come out 
first. After that it’s the operetta’s 
expenses, then a 65-35 split of all 
over. Don McElwaine from the 
Egyptian goes to the Circle as p. a. 











Neophytes Prance in 


Vain on B’way Promise 
y 


Portland, Me., Feb. 8. 

Nearly a secore of = sparkling 
blondes and dashing brunettes, with 
promised glittering Broadway ca- 
reers, kicked up their toes and 
danced about the card room of a 
local hotel for the entertainment of 
a man whom the police are now 
searching for for leaving a trail of 
bouncing checks. 

The girls were applicants for a 
job in the musical comedy of Jean 
Deauville, who expected to take 
New England by storm. He worked 
the same racket in Lewiston. 





Cast Changes 


Roberta Robinson takes over 
Grace .Brinkley’s role in ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ for a week. Miss Brinkley ill. 

Mildred Wall in place of Linda 
Carlon, in ‘Blessed Event.’ 

Douglas Gilmore replaces 
Calhern in ‘Brief Moment’ 
Calhern goes to ‘Inside Story.’ 

Eric Dressler will replace Henry 
Hull in ‘Bride the Sun Shines On’ 
when the latter changes over to 
‘Moon in Yeliow River.’ 

Joan Carter Waddell for 
Mason, ‘Through the Years.’ 

Roy Shelton replaces Al Norman 
in ‘Vanities.’ 

Winifred Johnston replaces Elea- 
nor Shaler as the dowager in 
‘Bride the Sun Shines On.’ Miss 
Shaler takes the part previously 
played by Armina Marshall. 


Louis 
when 


Martha 





Eric Dressler will replace Henry 





Hull in ‘The Bride the Sun Shines 
On’ at the Cohan next week. Dor- 
othy Gish featured in the same 
show, forced abed Saturday with 
grippe. Eleanor Harriott replaced 
her. Miss Gish is expected back to- 
night. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Monkey’ 
field. 

‘Inside Story’ (Woods), Na- 
tional. 





(Sparks), Mans- 


‘Child of Manhattan’ (Am- 
bassador Play Co.), Erlanger. 

‘Hot Cha’ (Ziegfeld), Zieg- 
feld. 


‘Bridal Wise’ (Thayer), 48th. 
‘Sandy Hooker’ (O'Connor), 
Geneva. 


‘Friday’s Victim’ (Golden), 
Golden. 

‘Collision’ (Gensler), Gaiety. 

‘They Didn’t Mean Any 
Harm’ (Chas. Hopkins), Hop- 
kins. 

Barrie Rep. (Brady), Play- 
house. 











Future Plays 


‘Bridal Wise,’ a comedy by Fran- 
ces Goodrich and Albert Hackett, 
roing into rehearsal under aegis of 
Sigourney Thayer. Cast will in- 
clude Madge Kennedy as star and 
Allen Kearns as leading man 
Planned to try out in Great Neck 
Feb. 27, coming into town from 
there, 

‘Hot Cha,’ Florenz 
next, now cast and 
go to work. Tryout at National 
theatre, Washington, Feb. 14. Book 
is by Mark Hellinger and H. S&S. 
Kraft, with music by Lew Brown 
and Ray Henderson. In the cast cre 
Bert Lahr, Lynn Overman, Buddy 
Rogers, June Knight, Marjorie 
White, Robt. Gleckler, Tito Coral, 
Eleanor Powell, Jules Epailly, Veloz 
and Yolanda, and the Sisters G. 

‘Monkey,’ travesty on mystery 
plays by the late Sam Janney, spon- 
sored by Robert Sparks, is now re- 
hearsing with a cast including Edw. 
J. McNamara, John T. Dwyer, Frank 
Wilcox, Nedda Harrison, Houston 
Edwards, Clifford Jones, Geo. Les- 
sey and Roland Hogue. 

‘A Wise Girl,’ by Betty Laidlaw 
and Laurence Pohle, to bring Mary 
Duncan back to Broadway. Last 
time seen was in ‘Shanghai Ges- 
ture’, Play is scheduled to go into 
rehearsal this week for Albert Ban- 
nister, who will also stage. 

‘Post Office’ and ‘King and Queen,’ 
two plays by Tagore, to be offered 
at the Provincetown Feb. 29, under 
management of Connie Glaire, of 
Royal theatre, Copenhagen. 

‘Stage Fright,’ musical, being pre- 
pared by Shuberts. 

‘They Didn’t Mean Any Harm’ 
by A. A. Milne started casting last 
week for Charles Hopkins, Latter’s 
show starring Tex Guinan in an 
adaptation of a biography of Aimee 
MacPherson still on the fire as 
next. 

Untitled comedy, by George M. 
Cohan, will go into rehearsal before 
the end of the month. Not cast, but 
a possibility that the author will 
play the lead. 

Musical comedy, based on the life 
of Lucretia Borgia, is being readied 
by Horace Liveright for opening 
about Easter. Eugene and Ralph 
Berton are doing the music and 
libretto and Edw. Eliscu the lyrics. 

‘Cruising Broadway,’ Shaw and 
Lee, a revue conceived by Freddy 
Hildebrand who may also appear in 
the show. It is an actor-manager 
set-up all around, 


Ziegfeld’s 
ready to 





Mary Hart for N. O.? 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Mary Hart, whose stock company 
stranded at St. Louis last week, 
is reported interested in another 
stock try in New Orleans, Theatre 
is the St. Charles, to which Walter 
Van Dyke has also been paying at- 
tention as a possible stock spot. 
Equity states that if Miss Hart 
plans to open once more it means 
a security bond. Miss Hart's 
company at St. Louis was not pro- 
tected by any Equity security. 





RODNEY’S UNION TROUBLE 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. 
Rodney Pantages’ colored show, 
‘Lucky Days,’ may not come into the 
Curran or Geary here as anticipated, 
due to musicians’ demands. 
Though the show is playing Los 
Angeles with a colored orchestra in 
the pit, locai A. F. M. wants 14 
Irisco sharp and flat men to play 
or draw salary checks regardless. 





‘Hotel’ Paris Failure 
Paris, Feb. 8. 
‘Grand Hotel,’ current at the Fo- 
lies Wagram, and reported as poorly 
adapted, will soon fold, to be re- 
placed by ‘Durand, Francais Moyen,’ 
meaning ‘Man in the Street,’ by 





Jean Guitton. 


‘BLACK TOWER’ SPOILED 
BY ECONOMY, IS CLAIM 


Arbiters’ hearing on a_ claim 
brought by Ralph Murphy and Lora 
Baxter, co-authors of ‘Black Tower,’ 
against Ben Stein, producer of the 
show, current at the Sam Harris, 
will probably be held tomorrow, 
(Wednesday) with the entire future 
income of the show at stake, in 
addition to profits that may have 
accrued. Likewise, in addition to 
the money involved a precedent in 
connection with author-producer 
relationships may be involved. 

Murphy is a writer now on RKO’s 
coast staff. Miss Baxter, an ac- 
tress, is in Gilbert Miller’s ‘Animal 


Kingdom’ at the FProadhurst. 
Through Louis Nizer, their attor- 
ney, the two writers claim that 


without their consent, as provided 
under the Authors’ League mini- 
mum basic contract, the producer 
and director, Sidney Salkow, 
changed the script radically from 
the authors’ version installing an 
altogether different third act and 
thereby damaged the play. 

Writers’ action is on three counts. 
First to enjoin the play from con- 
tinuing on Broadway under Stein’s 
management. Second count is for 
damages and the final is to turn 
over to Murphy and Miss Baxter 
all future income of the show from 
stock, film sale, etc. 

Writers state their third act was 
eliminated for economy because it 
called for a new and third set. 

Precedent inyolved is due _ to 
neither of the authors’ being present 
at rehearsals, a provision of the 
League contract. Writers attorney, 
in this direction, state this would 
have been damaging to both the 
writers, since Miss Baxter would 
have been forced to cancel her en- 
gagement in ‘Kingdom,’ a hit, and 
Murphy to have come in from the 
coast. 

Two arbiters are chosen, LeRoy 
Cummings, author, for Miss Bax- 
ter and Murphy and Morris Green, 
producer for Stein. Latter is legally 
represented by Abeles & Green. 

In another arbitrated case, 
brought against Stein by Maurice 
Cass, actor, Stein was called upon 


to pay $200 under the decision 
handed down last week. Cass 
claimed that after being engaged 


for the play, he was let out by the 
producer without being paid. Award 
carried $200 for Cass, with the de- 
fense understood to be that the 
performer was verbally, but not in 
black and white, informed of his 
dismissal. 





‘Pastures’ Sets Mark 
$27,500 in Indianp’l’s 


Indianapolis, Feb. 8. 

‘The Green Pastures’ established 
a new record for legit attractions 
at $3 top by grossing $27,464 at the 
english last week. 

Nine performances were played, 
there being one extra matinee. 
Prices for the afternoons were $2.50 
top. 





All in Family 


Five members of the Jones act- 
ing family are behind the matinee 
showings of ‘Nearer to the Stars’ 
at Daly’s 63d Street. First date is 
Feb. 22, ‘Stars’ currently rehearsing. 

Five Joneses are Paul and Theo- 
dore, handling the business end; 
Mary Verne, the mother, staging, 
and Star and Isabelle, acting. Out- 
fit is being called the Living The- 
atre Productions, with ‘Star’ writ- 
ten by Nathaniel Irish. 





STRICKEN IN COURT 
Portland, Me., Feb. 8. 

Samuel Heligmann, of the Bieber 
Yiddish Operetta Troupe of Boston, 
suffered a heart attack at the police 
station where the company had 
gone to complain that Max Sim- 
mons, young business manager, had 
not accounted for the receipts at 
the Jefferson theatre. 

The actor was rushed to the hos- 
pital. 





Symon Back as Stager 

3urk Symon, general stage direc- 
tor for the late David Belasco for 15 
years, will direct ‘Warrior’s Hus- 
band’ for Harry Moses. 

Symon, after Belasco’s death, left 
for the coast as a film director. He 
had just filled a contract with Fox 
before returning east. 





Wee Folds One, Starts One 
O. FE. Wee's road co. of ‘Strange 
Interlude’ closed Saturday (30) in 
New Haven. Out about four months. 
Wee is casting ‘The Devil of Pei 
Ling’ by Herbert Asbury. 








CONCERTS 


By Sallie 


Carnegie Terpsichore 
Ovation won by Irma Duncan and 
her 





Isadora Duncan Dancers, in 


their first recital here this season 


at Carnegie Hall, would indicate 
that the Greek form of dancing 
still holds a spot in the public's 
heart, Irma, herself, is lovelier 


than ever, displaying understanding 
and emotion in her interpretation 
of Tschaikowsky’s ‘Pathetique.’ But 
she is no less an artist in her 
lighter moods. Dvorak’s Slavonie 
Dances were also given with much 
grace and charm. Some 51 meme. 
bers of the Philharmonic Symphony 


worked under Hans Lange con- 
ducting, as accompaniment. 
Jolly Times 
Sparkling, tuneful opera, ‘Donna 


” 


Juanita,” in German, was again ree 
peated at the Met with the original 
cast. Franz von Suppe’s music hag 
a flair for rhythm, life, and in this 
work he seems to have found an 
outlet for every mood and expres- 
sion, 

Mme. Jeritza, whose talents in 
this piece carry her from soldier 
boy to a child in toyland, never 
seemed in better voice or more 
playful mood. In the third act, in 
the open space outside the Pampe- 
lima Gate of San Sebastian, she was 
just the child in a red taffeta frock 
with lace panties, a large blue bow 
perched on her blonde hair and tiny 
ribbon bows at wrist. Windheim, 
Laubenthal, Fleisher, Besumer and 
Flexer, all serious artists, entered 
into the fiesta with vim and laugh- 
ter. Incidental dances by the Corps 
de Ballet were fascinating. 


School Presentation 

Chalif School presented its 
son’s dance recital at Carnegie Hall, 
Jan. 30. Modern and_ classical 
dances were the program. 

Miss Simpson for her Spanish 
dance, wore a creation of yellow 
and reds, and is promising. Mr. 
Chalif’s son did an _ interpretive 
Russian dance and is truly an ex- 
ponent of his father. Crowded 
house and much applause. 


seae- 


Piano Recital 

Adele Marcus, pianist, held a ree 
cital at Carnegie Hall. Her program 
consisting of compositions by 
Srahms, Beethoven, Chopin, Liszt 
and Scriabini. 

She played Beethoven's B Minor 
Opus 58, in a masterly manner 
which pleased an appreciative audie 
ence. Miss Marcus showed fine 
musicianship throughout the tone 
pictures. 





Elman’s ’32 Debut 

The master violinist, Mischa Ele 
man, in his first appearance of the 
season at-Carnegie Hall, played the 
Glazounoft Concerto in A minor. It 
consumed 25 minutes, yet left the 
audience unsatisfied. 

Elman’s tone, technique and in- 
terpretation reach a_ perfection 
which has long been acknowledged, 
plus his pleasing personality. 

He also rendered Handel’s Sonata 
in A major and concluded with the 
Ballade and Polonaise of Vieux- 
temps, to tremendous applause. 





Russian Soprano’s Program 

The Russian soprano, Mario 
Kurenko, presented a long program 
at Town Hall. Mme. Kurenko is 
most ambitious, demonstrated by 
her efforts in Italian, French, Ger- 
man and Russian, 

Mme. Kurenko should be able 
to depend on a gay and appreciative 
audience, 


Enthusiastc Few 

An enthusiastic but small sized 
audience greeted Lea lLuboshutz, 
violinist, at his recital. 

Miss Luboshutz’s technique and 
executian are uneven at present al- 
though her musicianship is intelli- 
gent. 





Two Debuts 

The newly imported Swedish 
Mme. Ljungberg had her first per- 
formance at the Metropolitan in 
‘Tristan and Isolde. Her tone is 
warm, her range is excellent, her 
phrasing, technique and dramatic 
ability outstanding, and in her 
Wagnerian repertoire she seems to 
be registering. 

Doris Doe's debut has long been 
anticipated and her rich contralto is 


soothing. She sings with ease and 
color. Miss Doe is an American. 
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KENNEDY BEHIND LEGIT? 











Chamberlain Brown Is Expelled 


From and By Agents Association 


i; marathon which begins 


_+ + 
| 
| 

Howard Somene a to Fade- 
; Out on Dayto- hong Pay Plan 
F ERLANGER'S rico, Feb 8 | 
Howard dramatic stock company 
vanished last night (7) after com- 
pleting its final week on a day-to- } 
day basis. Stock, which opened | 
five weeks ago, finished its struggle ° . 
het ee under the guidance of 10 commer- Kennedy Experienced my 
cial creditors who got into show Pulling Failing Show Busi- | 
ar > ¥ é is 2 7} business whe Vy c s 
Leonard E. Bergman is the new stig V _ ep Se ben ganes ness Out of Holes New 
power around Erlanger’s. He re-| ever from the origina proc ucer, a“ = a 2 
‘ Cast was paid out of the Equity Indie Legit Circuit May 
eently stepped in as the repre- bond up to Thursday (4) and for B F d 
acon gt gh a tees see the final four days the eight people e orme 
estate s a ™ _ * area o ar in the company drew their pro rata 
aunt, Rae pn e pes pay every evening before going on. 
uncle, Judge orgs  sccagany as Closing of the theatre leaves the BOTH SIDES SOLICIT 
head of the woare sesh mney ae _* town without any stock spot. Pos- 
Janger sage na tae "ts for! ciple the house will revert to bur- 
the two-thirds legatee interests, lesaue. , lace his 
It was hinted last week in the ' ae ee se Joseph P. Kennedy may ? : 
surrogate’s court by Isidor J. Kresel, experience and money behind legit. 
counsel for Erlanger’s during the! (5 d T k xf d’ if so it will be in a new deal 
contest of Charlotte Fixel, who r on a es Tow whereby the Boston financier will 
claims to have been the showman’s . . 
“ee 1 te the financial morass 
common-law wife, that the estate Back from Players, na gt Mage +08 # 


not be solvent. It 
swer to an action by 
Smith, Atlanta lawyer 
southern creditors. 
said: ‘If all claims are al- 
is no doubt that there 
will not be enough to pay 100 cents 
on the dollar. Value of the estate 
at the time of Erianger’s death was 
$15,000,000 but indications are the 
showman gave away considerable 
property prior to death. Court 
ruled that the estate file an inter- 
mediate accounting within 60 days. 
It is believed the Atlanta action 


was in an- 
Charles C 
representing 


may 


Kresel 
lowed there 


concerns the bonds on Erlanger’s 
theatre. More than $700,000 were 


disposed of principally in the Soutna. 


Erlanger was one of the guarantors 
on the bonds which defaulted the 
Jast interest payment. It was pro- 
posed to pay one half the interest 
charges for the next three. six 
months periods. 

Edmund Plohn, formerly’ gen. 
mgr. for George M. Cohan is now 
manager of the New Amsterdam, 


FIVE-WAY SPLIT FOR 
EQUITY RADIO COIN 


Chicago, Feb. &. 
Five professional organizations 
will share in the proceeds of the 
proposed Equity benefit radio 
broadcast. In for a slice of the 


pie are the Jewish Theatrical Guild, 
Catholic Artists Guild, Episcopal 
Artists Guild, the Actors Fund and 
Equity. 

Price of the program, at first set 
at $35,000, has now been loosened 
to range from $25,000 to $50,000, de- 
pending upon the list of the per- 
formers Equity will furnish the ad- 
vertiser. Equity has busy 
contacting names for gratis ap- 
pearances, including many screen 
and vaude performers, who are 
non-Equity. 

Tentative 


been 


date of the broadcast is 
March 27, and likely over the NB 
web. Jules Herbervaux, who has 
the agent rizhts, is down for com- 
mission touching 10% at $25,000, 
1% % 35,000 and 5% at $50,000. 


s“o at 


Jockeying of ‘Cyranos’ 
Prevents Hampden Date 


Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Hiampden in ‘Cyrano’ was 
from playing San Diego 
by Belasco & Curran, who grabbed 
the Savoy theatre there which had 
been penciled for Hampden. Coast 
producers are 
Grace George 
Fraser,’ 

B. & C. open ‘Cyrano’ 
ard Bennett in San 
day (Monday) 


Los 
Walter 
prevented 


in ‘The First Mrs. 
with Rich- 
Francisco to- 


and then bring the 


Show here in four wecks to beat the | 


Hampden production by one week. 


‘ 

Years’ Week to Week 
_ Phe Vincent Youman musical, 
Fhrough the Years,’ at the Man- 
hattan, has gone on a week-to-week 
basis. Provisional notice went up 
last week as a protective move for 
the management. 

Since opening a cut in 
. has heen put 
bringing the top down 
82.50 for matinees. 


admission 
into effect, 
to $3 and 


& ale 


using the house for 


| Brings Musical East 


then going to Boston. 

Further bookings thereafter not 
certain. It was proposed to repeat 
‘Crowd’ in New York at the Roxy, 
at pop prices. That stunt spotting 
in the big picture house may be 
tried after Boston. 

Clifton Webb, Libby Holman 
Fred Allen are co-starred 
‘Crowd,’ their combined weekly 
arlies being $6,000. On tour this 
season, trade was not so good and 
Gordon put the musical on a shar- 
ing basis. sae was prior to the 
Chicago engagement. 

ielaaue’ “the three 
took the show 


and 
in 
sal- 


name players 
over, taking a chance 
on getting full salaries. Last week 
they decided they did not care to 
continue on that basis, Gordon 
thereupon taking the show back 
and arrangine the eastern book- 
ings. 


If Clicking, Austin’s Stock 
Will Boost Cast’s Salaries 


| Actors in 
stock troupe 


George Austin's 
at the Boulevard, Jack- 
son Heights, are engaged on deals 
calling for salary boosts should the 
venture click after three weeks. For 
the first three stanzas cut salaries 
are in effect, with the provisional] 
boost called for by contract. 

Austin troupe opens Feb. 
‘Eleventh Commandment.’ 
is one of the Fox-Skouras 
York group and recently went 
when the Brandts gavewit up 
legit subway stand. 


new 


15 in 
Iiouse 
New 
dark 
as a 


Semi-stock proposed for the New 
Yorker, New York, is off. Fred 


Fisher and Robert Gross were to 
have operated on a minimum salary 
basis. Casting difficulties, as usual, 
given as the reason why the thing 
was dropped. Proposa! was to try 
out shows for three weeks each. 
House remains dark 

Austin’s stock is the 
New York, others at 
New York, and Westchester, 
Vernon. 


third around 
the Riviera, 
Mount 


A Sunshine Revue 
‘A Bacardi Cocktail’ is the title of 
a revue fashioned by Marion Sun- 
olen Previously Miss Sunshine 
has done vaude producing. 

The revue, which may 
April, will feature the Don 
Cuban orchestra. 


appear in 
Azpiazu 


Show Hungry 
Feb. & 


for Broadway mu- 
Sunday (7) 


Los Angeles 


Coast hunger 
sicals was evident 
opening of ‘Crazy Quilt’ revue. Pre- 
miere packed the Biltmore. It's the 


at 





first eastern musica] to reach here 
in three years. 


legit has fallen into. 

Both syndicates, Erlanger’s and 
Shuberts’, have solicited Kennedy 
on the project. It is questionable 





‘Three's a Crowd’ is back to the, 
control of Max Gordon, who pro- 
duced it in association with Erlan- 
ger Productions. The revue: which 
was aimed for the coast, has can- 
celled the far west and comes east. 
It will play Rochester for three 
days starting Monday (15), con- 
cluding the week at Springfield, 


how much weight the arguments of 
either have had. Kennedy is re- 
ported placing more faith in the 
future of the legit in a new inde- 





| pendent circuit, starting in New 
|York and mainly composed of 
| established indie legit managers. 
Shuberts have a number of the- 
atres tossed back to them by the 
receivers. Houses are all losers at 
| present. But if he enters legit, 
| doubtful if Kennedy would buy un- 
| wisely. As for producers, several 
| prominent independents are avail- 


able for tie-ups. 

Amount of money involved will 
be immaterial to Kennedy if he de- 
cides to go with the legit come back, 
but the legit show people say that 
at the very most, complete reorgan- 
ization of the legit show field under 


Kennedy’s guidance will not re- 
quire an investment of over $2,- 
000,000. 


Kennedy's experience in the show 
business to date has netted him and 
his associates much profit. Ken- 
nedy bought out the FBO, film com- 
pany, when coming to New York 
from Boston sometime ago. Noth- 
ing much further was heard from 
the voung Bestonian until he and 
J. J. Murdock surprised the show 
world by purchasing the operating 
control of the Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
circuit. Sut a short while sub- 
sequently Kennedy sold K-A-O and 
FBO to RKO, their present owner. 

Out of the Gutter 

Kennedy's next show feat was to 
pull Pathe out of the gutter, work- 
ing it up from a shoestring where 
Pathe had gone to, to a $5,000,000 
sale to RKO. The Pathe sale to 
RKO is accounted one of the smart- 
est moves in showdom in recent 
years. 

For the past year 
paid little attention to the 
business, other than in the stock 
market, where he has been one 
the country’s leading bears. It 
said Kennedy does not want a going 


Kennedy has 


of 


is 


show concern but a failing one; he 
likes to pick them up while they 


are on the slide, the farther down 
the better, and see what his oper- 
ation can do with the floppo. Now 
that the legit i looked upon as a 
class A floppo is likely the reason 
Kennedy is interested. 

Arthur Houghton is named 
Kennedy's aide in the proposed legit 


as 


venture. The men have been at 
Palm Beach for the past three 
weeks. Houghton was with Charles 


Dillingham in an executive capacity 
for 15 years. For the past two sea- 
he managed Erlanger’s New 
| 4 msterdam theatre, New York, 
from which post he has resigned. 


; sons 


Gish Noes Tough Role 





show 
| gaged 


| 


CURLEY TO TRY STAGE 


Produce vanamed Play Prob- 
ably Featuring Bill Tilden 


To 


Jack Curley sports promoter is 
taking in fresh territory and is to 
become a Broadway producer. The 
play is not titled, but may star 
William Tilden, the tennis pro, who 
under Curley’s management and 
who has appeared in several shows, 
backed by himself. 

Another added activity of Cur- 
ley’s is the staging of a dance 
Thursday 


is 


at the Ridgewood Grove Sporting 
Club, Brooklyn. 

Harry Van Hoven will be asso- 
ciated with Curley. 





Handling L. A. Legit 
News in Film Style 


To Dismay of P. A.’s 





8. 
Legit p.a.’s here are beginning to 


Los Angeles, Feb. 


protest the manner in which pic- 


ture methods have crept into legit 


columns in local. dailies, 


formerly a new show got a break 
on its opening announcement that 
would help it along, now the sheets 


the earliest possible mention of any 
production plans, cast, etc. 


opening 


traction little or no good, 


ple are covering studios and thea- 
tres. 
Picture-Legit Tilt 

Also, fact that many _=§ screen 
names jump into play casts at the 
smallest provocation takes the pro- 
jected production out of the regula- 
tion theatre news class and into 
picture chatter. 

Theatre p.a.’s are firm in their 
conviction that there's little or no 
good in breaking the announce- 
ment of a new show several weeks 
before it goes into rehearsal, mak- 
ing the opening date a month and a 
half away. They say that by the 
time seat sale is opened, readers 
have either forgotten all about it, 
feel that it is already an old play, 
or are awaiting the arrival of some 
more attractive production which 
has been announced in the interim. 

Matter of bottling up the news is 
a tough knot to unravel since al- 
most every player or director en- 
in legit work hereabouts is 
doing so mainly for the publicity he 
hopes he will get and the resultant 
film work he is after. 


Ken MacGowan Named 
For Foundation Bureau 


Selection of four names for the 
little theatre bureau the Carnegie 
Foundation is sponsoring 





is 





| Prof. 


Edith 
mag; 
pro- 
and 
are men- 


reported completed. Mrs. 
Isaacs, editor of ‘Theatre’ 
Kenneth MacGowan, legit 
ducer; Professor A. C. Mahee 
McCandless, of Yale, 
tioned. 


Reported the bureau members 
will attend the impending little 
theatre meeting in the west at the 
;expense of the Foundation. 


Jed Harris’ show, starring Lillian 
Gish, Jocaled in a downtown bur- 
lesque theatre, is off. Piece has re- 
| verted to Arthur’ Barton, who 
| wrote it. 

It's said Miss Gish turned dowr 
| the show on the count its theme was 
| too tough. Story dealt with the re 
jeent killing of a burlesque girl bj 
the company’s electrician, with Miss | 
Gish to play the part of a toreh 
@inger in ibe troupe. 


A change in policy from the orig- 
inal set up, whereby the bureau was 
to supply financing, 
be contemplated. 


no is said 


Proposal now un- 


derstood to be that in communities 
operating small theatres, but where 
the latter are not paying but are 
sdjudged worth the bureau will 


help out. 


TWO GUILD DATES 


Theatre Guild's 
True be 


the Colonial 


shaw play ‘Too 
opens in Bx 
Theatre Feb. 29, 
Moon’ 


phia, 


to food’ ton at 


Yellow 


Philade} 


Guilds 


Carrick 
Garrick, 


opens at tne 


Feb. 


iv 


Where | 


are battling between themselves for 


All this 
is printed so far in advance of the 
date that it does the at- 


Influx of film chatter methods in 


legit reporting is only natural, since 
in almost every case the same peo- 


to 


Theatrical 


Assocation 


Artists Representatives 


has expelled two mem- 


bers, one on a temporary basis. 


Chamberlain Brown 


the 


Agents 

Walter 

the temporary 
In the 


son given 


are 


and Batchelor, latter 
case, 


of 
that a 


case Brown, rea- 


of 


against 


one 





was number 


had 
the caster, on the 
week employment 
holds with actors, but which, it is 
alleged, were not fulfilled. Before 
notice was given of the expulsions, 


complaints been made 
20- 


he 


grounds of 
contracts 


a T. A. exec recently stated the 
group would not stand for any un- 
ethical conduct on the part of any 
a8 nt member. 

| < ‘asters joining the T. A. R. A. 
sign contracts calling for the sur- 
Ire snder of their Equity franchises in 
‘the event or expulsion. Understood, 
however, that both expelled mem- 
bers can request reinstatement 


should they so desire. Reason for 
ithe move in Batchelor’s case was 
inot given, in view of its temporary 
‘nature. 

| There are several new members 
up for membership in the ass'n, but 
voting has been delayed for the past 
,two meetings, last of which was 
Thursday (4). Next is due in a 
month. Vote on expulsions was held 
Thursday (4) after the T. A. coun- 
cil had met several times in this 
connection. Council consists ef 
| Richard Pitman, president; M. S. 
Bentham and Arthur Lyons. Julius 
Kendler is attorney. 

It was stated by Equity that ex- 
pulsion would not involve franchise 
loss. Since the casters had permits 
before the agents organized . 


NO 2ND SALARY CUT 
FOR BENNY—HE QUITS 


Boston, Feb. 8. 


attempt to put 
salary cut for his 
is a 100% no with 
Benny quits the show 











Earl Carroll's 
over a second 
road ‘Vanities’ 
Jack Benny. 


at the end of this week here. Cut 
proposed is 20%. 
This ‘Vanities’ edition is the one 


which appeared at the Amsterdam, 
New York. 


a ED 


‘Buzz’ Off Guest Stars 


Minneapolis, Feb. &. 

For the first time in more than 
six seasons “Buzz” Bainbridge will 
not have a spring guest star sea- 
son at his dramatic stock house, 
the Shubert. 

He believes that the public’s fa- 
miliarity with leading Broadway 
luminaries through the talkers has 
diminished the latter’s drawing 
power in the flesh. Last spring he 
utilized Blanche Yurka, Edith 
Taliaferro, Violet Heming and other 
local favorites and none of them 
got him any money. 


Jolson Ill, Date Lost 


Feb. 8. 
Al Jolson was unable to fill open- 
ing date at National tonight (Mon- 
day) being ill at Brown Hotel. 
Harry J. Martin National 
ager Jolson was not 
well he arrived 


Louisville, 


man- 
feeling 
Sunday from 


said 
when 





| Detroit. A doctor was called and 

advised cancellation. Martin says 
| Wonder Bar’ will open Tuesday 
| night positively. 


No More Stockings 
Phil 
reh 


if zits, 


uerton, New 


ant who has 


has left 


York hosiery 
angeled severa 
stocking busl- 
ness. Intends sticking to the show 
side of things in future, 

Gerton produced ‘Her Supporting 
last season and also backed 
for Iiyman Adler. 


mie 


tne 


Cast’ 


{a show 
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Only 6 of 26 London Shows 
Drawing Standout Grosses; 
‘Helen’ and ‘Bells’ Both $15,500 


London, Feb. 8. 

West End theatres have hit a ter- 
rific slump. Only 26 of the 42 
hoyses are open and of these only 
about a half dozen are doing real 
business. 

Condition is surprising for this 
time of the year and two excuses 
are the most often heard: children’s 
return to school and the influenza 
epidemic. Real reason, however, is 
neither of these, but just business 
in general. 

Several new attractions are pend- 
ing that may help, but these are 
more than counterbalanced by im- 
minent withdrawals. 

Approximate Grosses 


(Based on current rate of ex- 
change). 
Adelphi—‘Helen.” C. B. Coch- 


ran’s latest smash playing to ca- 
pacity; means about $15,500, with 
the libraries buying heavily. 

Ailhambra—Waltzes from Vienna.’ 
Jumped back to about $12,050; neat 
figure and management now figures 
to carry on till summer. 

Coliseum — ‘White Horse Inn.’ 
Dropped considerably; now playing 
to about $13,800, slight profit but 
near the danger line. ‘Casanova,’ 
another big musical, scheduled to 
follow here in May. 

Comedy—‘Faithful Heart.’ Closed 
Saturday night (6) after a losing 
final week of about $1,400. ‘Sentence’ 
comes in Feb. 15. 

Criterion—‘Flat to Let.’ Getting 
about $2,050 so it can linger, over- 
head being low. 

Daly’s—‘La Poupee.” About $2,- 
050; represents a heavy loss and 
house being heavily papered. ‘San 
Toy,’ or ‘Duchess of Dantzig,’ to 
follow soon. 

Drury Lane—‘Cavalcade.’ Drop- 
ping off a bit at matinees but still 
in big money class; $17,250 weekly 
represents a clear profit of $5,200. 

Duchess—‘Windows.’ Mere $1,000 
and will fold any day. 

Fortune—‘Dark Saint.’ With Sybil 
Thorndike is here temporarily prior 
to her world tour. 

Gaiety—‘Hold My Hand.’ Tumb- 
ling to about $6,900; an even break 
and a worry. 

Garrick—‘Last Coupon.’ Despite 
low overhead losing money at about 
$1,700. 

Haymarket—‘Can the Leopard?’ 
Forcing run although losing money 
on about $2,750. 

Hippodrome—‘Bow Pells.’ Mati- 
nee trade sliding, but still in top 
class around $15,500. 

Lyceum — ‘Cinderella.’ Annual 
money getter has dropped slightly 
but continues over $13,800. 

Lyric—‘Good Companions.’ Only 
an even break at $4,150; will have 
to improve if planning to stick. 

Queen’s—‘Farmer’s Wife.’ Revival 
fairly profitable and ‘Tmmortal 
Hour,’ another revival, follows in 
tomorrow night (9). 

Royalty—‘While Parents Sleep.’ 
First money getter in some time for 
this flop house; about $2,750 in- 
cludes a small library deal. 

Saint Martin’s—‘Nelson Touch.’ 
Still losing heavily but lingering; 
about $1,400. 

Saville—‘For the Love of Mike.’ 
Slumped to about $6,900; manage- 
ment plenty perturbed but staying 
on awhile. 

Savoy—‘Autumn Crocus.’ 
revival proved superfluous 
closure is imminent. 

trand—‘Tt’s a Girl.’ Dived but 
is picking up a bit; near $5,150 a 
fair figure. 

Shaftsbury—'Midshipmaid.’ Closed 
Saturday night (6) to about $3,450; 
nothing scheduled to follow. 

Whitehall—Gay Adventure.’ 


Short 
and 


Heavy plugging in Rothermere 
papers helping to about $6,200; 
press relaxation caused drop but 


plug is on again, 
will nick up again. 

Winter Garden—Walk This Way.’ 
Down to about $6,900, healthy. 

W yndham’s—‘Case of the Fright- 
ened Lady.’ Dwindled to aout $?,- 
759 and had to close Saturday 
night (6), 


so maybe show 


Senor Shot in Row 


Paris, Feb. 8. 

Uruttia Garcia and Guillot, 
Urugayan impresarios, got involved 
in a street fight here which resulted 
in Guillot’s being shot by his coun- 
tryvman. 

Couple were here to book 
for their country. 


shows 





Two Shows Enough 


London, Feb. 8. 
‘Say When’ opened and closed at 
the Duke of York’s, with only two 
performances sufficing. 
Piece was a -futile attempt at 
farce of the Victorian vintage. 





SOVIET BANS ‘ELECTRA’ 


Admires Work But Its Philosophy 
Against 5-Year Plan 





Moscow, Jan. 25. 
O’Nelil's ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ will not be produced in 
Moscow. A. Tairov, who has put 
on many of O'Neill's plays, is en- 
thusiastic about the three-decker, 
but knows well enough that the 
censor would never let it get by. 
The whole subject matter, with 
its emphasis on fate, is out of har- 
mony with the official philosophy of 
the Soviet rulers. It doesn’t jibe 
with hard-boiled materialism and 
the Five Year Plan. 
O’Neill’s stark realism—as_ in 
‘Hairy Ape’ and ‘All God's Chillun’ 
—appeais to the Russians. But his 
other side, the mystic quality in 
‘Dynamo’ and ‘Electra,’ smacks too 
much of the pre-revolutionary 
fatalism which the new Russia is 
trying to live down. 


‘Helen’ Set for N. Y. 


London, Feb. 8. 

Offenbach’s ‘Helen,’ London mu- 
sical smash, will probably be 
brought intact to New York in late 
Spring or early fall. Arch Selwyn 
will handle the show here under 
his usual C. B. Cochran tjieup. Ev- 
elyn Laye, who heads the London 
troupe, will head the local cast, 
even if the rest of the company is 
not brought along. 

Piece, originally entitled ‘Schoene 
Helena,’ was produced in Berlin 
and London by Max Reinhardt, lat- 
ter for Cochran. It has also had a 
Paris showing. 





Moissi’s Play Failure 


Berlin, Jan, 28. 

At Volksbuehne theatre, Alexan- 
der Molissi’s first play, ‘Der Gefan- 
gene’ (‘The Prisoner’), had _ its 
premiere. 

Though Albert Bassermann played 
the lead and did everything to save 
the play, it had to be taken off after 
a few days. 





Jackson Girls Split Off 


Paris, Jan. 30. 

First co-operative chorus troupe 
has been formed in Paris by English 
girls, formerly belonging to the Al- 
fred Jackson girls. 

Out of 16 which played the Folies 
Bergere last year, 12, headed by 
Dorothy Felton, 18, decided to give 
up the Jackson management and 
remain in France as a co-opera- 
tive unit under the new title of ‘The 
Mersey Precision Girls.’ 

The troupe is booked 
Olympia for one month, 


into the 





Chaliapin Forgiven? 
Moscow, Jan. 25. 
Reported here, but as yet uncon- 
firmed, that Chaliapin is coming to 
Russia for a series of concerts, the 
first of them in Moscow late in 


February. The report has excited 
theatrical circles. 
Chaliapin has not been in his 


native land for more than ten years. 
Although the Bolsheviks conferred 
the title of People’s Artist upon 
him, he did not hurry to return. 
Perhaps he feared he would not 
be allowed out again. 

Then he proceeded to make some 
remarks about the Soviet govern- 
ment which infuriated the powers- 
that-be in Moscow. Result: the 
honorary title was rescinded and 
Chaliapin practically outlawed, 


BORDONI PLAY BID 
Paris, Feb, 8. 
Irene Bordoni is dickering for 
New York rights to ‘Boetian 
Events,’ current play, 
Piece is by Louis Vernueil 





Georgette Cohan Rewed? 
London, Feb. 8. 
A story is current but uncon- 
firmed that Georgette Cohan, daugh- 
ter of George M.. who was recently 
| divorced, has remarried, 








Other Fellow a Wreck 





London, Jan. 29. 

A provincial revue producer 
appointed his young son as 
touring manager, and instruct- 
ed him to telegraph every 
night’s takings, 

Show opened, and the fol- 
lowing telegram was received 
by the father. 

‘Opened to £132. 
doing terrible.’ 


Opposition 











DOMINO, PARIS, 
BEST N. Y. BET 


Paris, Feb, 8. 

‘Domino’ at the Comedie des 
Champs-Elysees looks like the best 
Broadway possibility produced in 
Paris this season. It's by Marcel 
Achard and looks like a smash here 

Has to do with a businessman's 
wife who hires an adventurer to act 
as her supposed lover in order to 
shield her real lover from her hus- 
band’s suspicion. Then she falls in 
love with the new lad for serious 
complications. Dramatic import is 
heavy, but interspersed with nice 
comedy relief. 

Gilbert Miller made an immediate 
offer for the piece for New York, 
but got a turndown, the terms being 
called insufficient, 

New Folies Bergere revue opened 
nicely. Exceptionally a local affair, 
having less than usual international 
appeal, but some nice costuming 
and sets help. Also some new pre- 
sentation ideas, but no comedy 
sketches. 


Musical at 574c 


Brussels, Jan. 26. 
‘Cheaper than the cinema,’ says 
the Alhambra theatre, Brussels, in 
announcing reductions of seat prices 
to 57% cents and 43 cents for or- 
chestra stalls; first balcony, 43 
cents and 29 cents; second balcony, 





23 cents; gallery and promenade, 
11% cents. 
All seats are bookable in ad- 


vance. The theatre is at present 
playing an operetta, ‘Another Fifty 
Centimes’. 


World Film Exhibit 


Prague, Jan. 28. 

Extensive preparations are now 
going on in Prague for an interna- 
tional film exhibition to be held 
here in connection with the spring 
sample fair. 

A special section will show the 
general development of the film in- 
dustry, from the time of the first 
lantern magica to the _ present 
highly-developed American silent 
and sound films. 

The United States, Germany, 
England, France, Russia, Poland 
and other foreign countries will 
send materials. 





EMPIRES’ TRIPLE RULE 


Gulliver Makes Third in Directer- 
ate of Circuit 








London, Dec. 8. 
Charles Gulliver has been named 





joint managing director of Moss 
Empires. Means the circuit is now 
ruled by three managing direc- 
| tors, other two being Will Evans 
}and R. H. Gillespie. It’s an un- 
| precedented situation. 

Gulliver's probable appointment 


had been several times predicted 
n ‘Variety.’ 
| The trade here predicts that Gulli- 


ver in his new assignment will take 


complete charge of Moss Empires 
vaudeville and production depart- 
ment, leaving Gillespie in charge of 


the financial end and giving a free 
hand to Will Evans in handling the 
film end. 

Gillespie was formerly a chartered 
accountant. 


CLAIMS CHEAP SEATS 
SOLD OUT FOR 6 MOS. 


I.ondon, Feb. 8. 
C, _B. Cochran claims that the 
cheapest seats, at $1, have been 
sold out for the next six 
‘Helen,’ 


months 
Also, 
says, on the road, previous to com- 
ing to London, got a Cca- 
pacity balcony trade. 

Same 


of his operetta. he 


‘Helen’ 


time Cochran wants to 


straighten out the various stories 
about ‘Cavalcade’ and ‘Bittersweet.’ 
He sold film rights of both to Fox, 
but still retains stage 
everywhere. Report that 
‘Cavalcade’ is going into the Metro- 
Opera House little 


premature, he says, though there 
is such a deal pending. 

Meantime Cochran has two hits 
‘Cavalcade’ and ‘Helen’ set, so he’s 
leaving for a couple of weeks in 
the South of France. 


Milan Likes Josie 
Milan, Feb. 8. 
colored song- 
previously from 
Italian stages, was finally given per- 
mission to appear here and is a 
solid success at the Teatro Lirico. 


House doubled its scale and was 
sold out a week in advance. Local 
university students are particularly 
enthusiastic over the colored girl's 
singing. 


he says, 
rights 


politan is a 


Josephine Baker, 


stress barred 


. +] . 
Miller’s Shopping Tour 
Paris, Feb. 8. 
Gilbert Miller is canvassing the 
European show shops for Broadway 
productions. 
From here he goes to Vienna, 
Budapest and Berlin. Then back, 








London Show World 





London, Jan. 25. 

The Venturers Society gave a 
single Sunday night performance, 
Jan, 24, of Ben Jonson’s ‘Volpone’ at 
the Garrick. 

The production did not measure 
up to the New York presentation of 
the same piece, principally due to 
the American versions having been 
judiciously cut. Small revolving 
platform at the Garrick supplied 
effective scene changes, but the 
casting was poor. 

Francis Lederer, who was a sen- 
sation here in ‘Autumn Crocus,’ and 
is a Czecho-Slovakian actress with 
a big following here, was out of 
place in an old English piece. 

Played in Germany under 
Reinhardt. 


Max 





Patrick Hamilton, the author of 
‘Rope,’ a play which made a sen- 
sation at the St. Martin’s last year, 
and which was recently broadcast, 
was badly hurt in an auto smash 
June 24, 

Madeleine Carroll, at ons time 
England’s biggest bet in pictures, 
who left the screen on her marriage 
is having her portrait painted by 
James Gunn, one of the most fash- 
ionable artists of the moment 





a film studio again. 
One 


of the things Will 


comes to Europe for is to 








She swears she will never enter} 


Rogers | 


indulge} 


himself in the genuine Pilsner beer. 
He loves it, and puts on weight 
while taking it. 

On this last trip he added 20 
pounds. 


Playing in 2 Countries 

Eddie Peabody has the distinction 
of playing simultaneous engage- 
ments in two European countries, 

He is playing the Hotel Negresco, 
Nice, which is in Southern France, 
and doubles at the Cafe de Paris, 
Monte Carlo, which is in the sep- 
arate state of Monaco. 


Strong Stuff 

The Embassy, London’s uptown 
try-out house for legit shows, has 
another interesting play for the 
current fortnight. 

It is strong medicine, based on 
the problem of whether a wrecked 
man should be allowed to live, the 
story dealing with the shell-shocked 
soldier and the wife’s best friend, 
who decides to kill off the man, 

Play is written by Naomi Mitchi- 
son and L. BE. Geilgud. These Em- 
bassy experiments are always well 
east and well produced, 





Michael Arlen is in London, re- 
writing ‘Lily Christine’ for Para- 
! mount British, which is making a 
talker of it. 

Arlen has been ordered to switch 


(Continued on page 54) 





STAR'S BAITERS 
QUAIL BEFORE 
HER FURY 


Moscow, Jan, 26, 
Theatre world here is agog over 
the scandal in the Moscow Ballet, 
with Victorina Krieger, one of the 





greatest Russian ballerinas, in the 
principal role and the assistant di- 


rector of all Moscow operas and 
ballets, Boris S. Arkanov, as her 
victim. 


Arkanov is 
probably will 
long rest. 

Miss Krieger, who put him there 
by a well-aimed blow, has been 
expelled from the Bolshoi Theatre 
ballet, from the art workers’ trade- 


in the hospital and 
have to retire for a 


union, from her candidacy to the 
Communist Party—in general, she 
stands militant but disgraced. 


Excessive artistic temperament— 
or at least temper—is at the bottom 
of the whole affair. The scene was 
a meeting of the ballet ‘workers,’ 
as artists and scene-shifters alike 
are called here. Comrade Krieger, 
puffed up over her standing as a 
candidate to the Communist Party, 
had a good many things to say 
about how the theatre affairs were 
being run. 

Assistant director Arkanoy 
took the floor and told the famous 
dancer, in effect, to climb down 
off her high horse. Her Commun- 
ism, he said, was considerably less 
than 100% pure and the Party was 
not getting a great bargain in her, 

He didn’t say much more. A 

large, well-filled inkwell cut his 
speech short. It was thrown by 
the infuriated balierina and hit him 
in the forehead. It is rumored 
that not only ordinary doctors but 
mental specialists are treating him 
now. 
A trial resulted in a verdict of 
guilty and the culprit’s expulsion 
from the ballet, the trade-union and 
the Party. 

Miss Krieger, who is about 40 and 
going strong, is one of the four or 
tive most popular dancers in the 
country. 


then 


DR. MOJZIS DIRECTOR 


Nom de Plume Dramatist of Fame 
in Charge of National Theatre 


Prague, Jan. 28. 

A noted Czech dramatist, who 
writes under the nom de plume of 
‘Standislav Lom,’ but whose real 
name is Dr. Mojzis, has been ap- 
pointed general director of the 
Czech National theatre. . 

The Ministry of Education cone 
templated a system of strict econe 
omy in the management of the Na- 
tional theatre, as the state subsi- 
dies of 14 million crowns a year had 
to be reduced to 11 millions. The 
most important savings to be in- 
troduced is obtained by the reduce 
tion in the cost of decorative mate- 
rial and dresses, for the theatre 
should not be merely a dress pas 
rade. 


McLeod Leaves England 


London, Jan. 29. 

After having been accused for 
years of imitating Will Rogers, Tex 
McLeod leaves England this week 
under the foreign artists’ ban. 

McLeod toll one mugg he was 
sorry to leave England after all 
these years as he was just getting 
used to the coffee. 





Theatre on Postage Stamp 
Mexico City, Feb. 5. 

Post office department has hit 
upon the idea of adorning a postage 
stamp with the National Theatre's 
likeness. Government proposes to 
complete soon work on the noble 
pile which has been under construc- 
tion since 1905, but which still lacks 
a roof for its dome and several 
other necessities. 





Peter Hannen’s Son Dies 
London, Feb 1, 

Peter Hannen, aged 23, son ot 
Nicholas Hannen, and himself an 
actor, died here Jan, 20 after a two 
months’ illness. 

He did a lot of amateur stasé 
work at Oxford University and mad¢ 
his first professional stage appear- 
ance in the recent Vaudeville re* 





vivai of ‘The Circie’ 
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Broadway Newcomers Weak, Taxes 


And Lenten Season Next Hurdle 





Broadway's new show offerings 





Jing even and must improve 


| 


| 


to stay; 


; sti ‘ > a) » ++} : 
Jast week were again meéagre and | ¢ peg around $12,000, with cut 
: ’ j} rate alc 
ynprodu tive. There are 1l new at- | Monkey,’ Mansfield (1st week) 

, Mansfi 
tractions carded for this week and | -1,050-$3). Presented independ- | 
next, however, despite the start of | ently (Robe rt Sparks) ' written by | 
ee . | Sz d »y third stery play 

; same OCK; Is \ 2 
reports indicate at least several suc- ‘Mourning B ecomes Electra,’ | 
cesses. Guild (16th week) (D-914-$4). | 

} Three £ vz itV rfory? rhe ] =f 
The annu:i il guess as to how much Phree cal acity Be ric rmances la t 
Lent will affect theatres is on. Con- week ye me Prd kept pace up; 
“oun yA ou 
hat the federal income quoted aroun «U,0 . 
gensus it t 7 ¢ , a ee 
tax pay ments constitute an increas- Of Thee i Sing, _M usit Box (4 th 
4,.}| week) (M-1,000-$5.50). Solid sell- 
ing deterrent until March 15. The + A a ain gee ~ Paton 
government estimates Indicate much out ~ yr ee e sale ohn ag it pie 
o 2c the A rk an 
Jower tax payments because of gen- ing best chance to sti kK into ant 
through next summer; $30,000. i 
eral losses last year. Petes ba nen ae tide 

‘If Booth Had Missed’ drew some week) (C-1,168-$3) "Continues t0| 

: ep a - ¢ (C-1,168-$3). E 

te nelic tt’ > Soa ae <a mar sell out all performances, with gross 

M: ixine Oo § sda ) above $23 000 consistently 

7 x y 2 = ’ . ~* | 

general opinion ge vie . y other : ‘Scandals,’ Apollo (22d week) (R- 

office in action light Pn other | 1,168-$5.50). Picked up last week by | 
eenrrer sass wee k was — arriagt presence of marties; € stimated at 

of Cana’ in Greenwich Village, ? be- | $29,000. } | 
ing a colored show with no chanc e| ‘Springtime for Henry,’ Bijou 
of moving to Broadway; ‘Through | (10th week) (F-605-$3). Bettering 
the Years’ which opened late in the | $10,000, good average for small cast 


previous week at the Manhattan, is 


farce in limited capacity house. 


‘The Animal Kingdom,’ 


doubtful, pace about $12,000; ‘East 

of Broadway’ got less than $3,000 at] (5th week) 

the Belmont, business for 
Face the Music,’ a new musical ref 

highly regarded in Philadelphia, | $23,000. 


comes to the New Amsterdam next 
week, the agencies making the buy 
which is usual for all attractions in 


this house; on the incoming card 
also are ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ im- 


ported from London to the Empire; 


‘The Inside Story,’ National; ‘Col- 
lision,’ Gaiety; ‘When the Bough 
Breaks,’ 48th Street, and ‘Wild 


Waves,’ Times Square 

‘Blessed Event’ was 
week's premieres, due 
acre Friday; also added were 
‘Morkey,’ Mansfield, and ‘Zombie,’ 
Biltmore; other openings are ‘Air 
Minded,’ Ritz and ‘The Fatal Alibi,’ 
Booth, with Maurice Chevalier at 
the Fulton for a two week concert 
date, 


added to this 
at the Long- 


Closing this week are 
retts of Wimpole Street’ 
‘Everybody's Welcome,’ Shubert, 
both going on tour. Last week busi- 
ness generally was inclined to ease 
off, but the leaders got theirs as 
usual. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Air Minded,’ Ritz (1st week) (CD- 
945-$3). Presented independently 
‘Davenport Productions); written 
by Nathaniel Davis; opens Wednes- 
day (10). 

‘Barretts,’ Empire 
(C-1,099-$3.85). Final 
leader goes to road; 
$21,000 since announcement of with- 
drawal; ‘There’s Always Juliet’ 
next week. 

‘Black Tower,’ Harris (5th week) 
(CD-1,051-$3). Mystery play get- 
ting light money but maybe even 
break; $5,000 estimated. 

‘Brief Moment,’ Cort (14th week) 
(C-1,043-$3). Cut rate support lately 
and is turning profit; $8,000 or a bit 
ever. 

‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Globe (18th 
week) (M-1,416-$4.40). Holding up 
fo excellent business with continued 
agency sales a feature; over $26,000. 

‘Church Mouse,’ Playhouse (18th 
Week) (C-984-$3). Expected to stay 
through Lent; moderate success 
now paced around $8,000. 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Plymouth 
(15th week) (C-1,042-$3). While 
business generally shaded off last 
week leaders held pace and gait 
$20,000 again. 

‘Cynara,’ Morosco (15th week) 
(CD-893-$3). Tapered again but 
gross over $11,000, very good for 
show of kind this season. 

‘Distant Drums,’ Belasco (4th 
week) (D-1,000-$3). About lowest 
gross show this name house ever 
had; around $8,000 last week; suc- 
cessor being readied. 

‘East of Broadway,’ Belmont (4th 


‘The Bar- 
Empire and 


(48th week) 
week; run 
selling out at 





reek y . : : Iayhouse (3d-final week) (C-1,152- 
week)” (D-1,000-$3). Not much Orpheum left St. Louis without a Pi iyhous oa: in al we =) be 
money; gross under $3,000 but in vr Ri ital saeco oe) Pulled § aturday with $4,000 in 

' .. | legitimate attraction except for a}. ‘11. . . : We 
small _ , av hold it 5 jthe till House will remain dark 
small house even that may hold it]. seater a . Bites - art 
in for a time. lonely burlesque s iow. J - art! until Horton can secure a stror zg 

. . is reported to have given the ac-| play. 

‘Everybody’s Welcome,’ Shubert . * personal notes for their a ’ Pel 7 
(147th week) (M-1,326-$3). Final] ‘tors her persona’ notes Grand Hotel, asco (7th week) 
week; musical show that never got | last two weeks’ salaries. , | (P-1,103-$2.50). ‘Town s ace show 
more than moderate money; lately Walter Hampden in ‘Cyrano’ for} slipped about three grand under la st | - 
around $12,000; tours. three days and Al Jolson in ‘The | week to $10,000, which is still profit- | 

‘Hay Fewer,’ Avon (7th week) (C- | Wonder Bar,’ due next week. —— —. _— 
830-$3). With three matinees busi- —_—- -—- — mo) s final a C.96° -$1 en) 
ness stood up to pace of previous Folded to $1.20 i ta ervi ice 
Week witl g£ Ss a i 10, 000, oiaedg 0 } Ps | if i@! n rvi 

; K 1 §ross round 926, ; n a ements charce ticket played yut Ho ‘ 
‘If Booth Had Missed,’ Maxine lenee ae 
Elliot's (2d week) (D-924-$3). ‘Lucky Day, Mayan (6th-final 
Opened late last week (4) getting Har! Tucl Paul Evert week) (R-1,492-$2). Took a powder 

: : : arl: ucker, au sverti . ao Ge se ‘ ’ 
some good notices; business afte! ? - “e "J A ] H 7 ‘ the tal e of $9 900 eq ialed the 

. : : : Vv 2¢ rts yin 2 ire iar! t . ome é . ° ; 
premiere indicated chances doubt- Roy sober: J Saeko , y= . hats dn taken eiebete Madame te 

. ‘ - : . Ir } it. Ma £ into pl i! ] ] in 
f)] MacGibbon, Frank Tucker, I . 

: Story,’ presentation form. House goes 

Jewel Robbery,’ Vanderbilt (5th Erin O’Brien-Moore, Chas. Ri ( 
week) (D-770-$3). Moved here]... cnas. Laite, Blythe Daly, Rob- | ‘Sherlock Holmes,” Biltmors 

ALAGCAALS, ina . 4 ° , | © oi i 

irom Booth Monday; had been do- ert Burton, Kate McCoom Fri- | dz only) ‘D-1,656-$3). D - 
ne light trade at about $7,900; ‘y's | Time p oduced by} ting at le s than $15,000 for the 

ther a disappointment. | Golden. os" , cement. ‘Crazy Quilt’ had a 

‘Left Bank,’ Little (19th week)| {aud Odell, Jessie Ralph, Wil- |: y opening 81 caday. 
(D-530-$3). With average of $6,000 |); im Riccardi, Mary Orr, Jacl ’ The Knee? "Oras ge Grove (1st 
Wee kly expecte dad to stick in spring | Halliday, Helen Strick land, Fe 1Z eek) 1)-800-$1 . Firet of an ane- 
Period; steadily profitable. | Bendsten, ‘Child of Manhattan.’ ‘ ed series of stock productions 

__ ‘Little Racketeer,’ 44th St. (4th| Gertrude Fly) Josephine \\ ed bac : only $5 n the 

ek) (M-1,463-$4.40). Not break- liams, ‘Moon in Yellow River. Cla 


te 


(C-1,118-$3). 


this comedy, 
non-musical this season; 


3roadhurst 


Standee 


which pars 
above 


“(The Bride the Sun Shines On,’ 
Cohan 
Looks like it will stick through win- 
r; $8,000 claimed last week, with 
cut-rate drive aiding. 
‘The Devil 


week) 


(7th 


week) 


Passes,’ 


(D-1,067- 
aged and promoted to many theatre 
parties 
$20,000. 
‘The Fatal Alibi,’ Booth (ist week) 


with 


(D-708-$3). 


ris; 


fr 


Ackroyd; 


om 


cast; 


‘T 


adapted 


novel 


$3). 


weekly 


Selwyn 
Smartly 


pace 


(C-1,400-$3). 


(6th 
man- 


around 


Presented by Jed Har- 
Morton 


by 
‘The 


opens tonight (9). 
Good Fairy,’ 


he 
week) (C-946-$3). 


Miller 
Getting into run 


Michael 
Murder 


of Roger 
Charles Laughton heads 


(12th 


division and no doubt about lasting 
last week over 


into spring or longer; 


$13,000. 
‘The 


(14th week) (R-1,446-$4.40). 
strength 
around $30,000 again. 

‘Through the Years,’ 
(M-1,271-$3). 


de 


(3d week) 


Ly 


Laugh Parade,’ 


duced several days 
first full week 
ated; 


Cé 


2,550-$3). 


pulled 


Imperial 


this one 


after 


about $12,000 


Scale 


more needed to stick. 
‘Vanities,’ 


with cast line-up entirely 


has been off; 


more (4th week) 


ing much better 


‘Whistling 


Satur- 
up 


Manhattan 


re- 
opening; 


indi- 








LEGIT ESTIMATE SYMBOLS 


R—revue; M—musical com- 
edy; D—drama; C—comedy; 
CD—comedy drama; F—farce: 
O—operetta. Capacities and 
top prices also indicated. 
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Little Competish Helps Chi Shows; 
Follies’ High, $40,000, Tops Anything 

















Chik igo Feb, & 1 (9th vn -\ O-1 165 $3) Slashed 
Wit! ‘ ittractio nareq | for another grand, but still within 
5 : ; }. @12 Tay 
1 pera ll dow} ‘ nd the flow from | the profit column at around $13,000, 
é trade ¢ ne d Lut , | Sellin ets to Mar ch o. 
Splash Che lie show turning out better than ex- ‘Rhapsody in Black,’ Garrick (6th 
pias ? evailer 0 pected, surprisingly hefty grosses | Week) (R-1,319; $2.50). Holding up 
we ( ked of last wee al nost satisfactorily, even though it 
ull alon the le it ine } imhtest dre pped to $16 000 last week Fig- 
Boston, | eb. 8 | ey nt ) < + the Illinois ured good for the rest « the month 
The Chicago Grand Ope ra leads w he } eS ore off $40,000 Getting picture hous¢ crowd p - 
the town in receipts this week, over , & ! ’ pe inces, ularly Oriental type more and 
$97,000, but Maurice Chevalier in a making it the season's Loop top ; more ; 
two-day stand of four performances | Snowarifts cut down the pace in | : _ Other Attractions 
icked away $11,000 at the Colonial. | every one of the spots sitatthe bat | Cornelia Otis Skinner (Stude- 
Sue-Hasting’s puppet show in the | the ‘Follies’ Milling aueues in| O2?*er) drew consistently for the 
tail end of the week did rood | ¢ age Mining queues 11 | second and last week with her im- 
. whens id a £004 | front of the box office here through- | , 7 . 
| $1,100 l out the week made cid | personations. Nine _ performances 
aes : e .,| out the week made cld man depres- 1 one af , cs 
‘Vanities’ opened at the Colonial | sion sound like a myth. Both the | Piled up around $7,500. Yascha 
tonight and will play capacity in! aa, eds ath ge ~" wes ‘ 2 Yushny's ‘Blue Bird’ replaced Sun- 
its one-week stand. Maurice Che- | peo a) Maunee and evening per- | aay (7). 
valier ana & Hasti ics ag . | formances were sold out complete . ia ie te a 
= A i sue diastings’ Puppet | that morning, resulting | in the un- 
last eR. . 9 > 
. - usual sigh if the : i ) - 
Colonial excelient | $11,000  for| Dany ‘managers “exchanging ‘Anal | TOMORROW $12,000 
se hs — as oa $1,100 for Sue ahkion “se eg: r the W a 1 Co re the ? ’ 
| astir rc rSlLa@l©CmMments iol il € NK eLOTe 
‘ , } Sat at curtain Stay of the Ziezg- 2 
Hause of Connelly’ (tremont), {Say maycuram Stas of eZiex-|  BURFALQ LOOKING UP 
Po Sac < han € i ALravVanganza We € tenaed yt 
ir $9,000 in first week, holds for a |} the current week, with Milwaukee 
second an act P Law tf tl l ¢ ." Mh sill < 1CC owen 
Ine and last chapter. i | (Feb. 14) the next spot 
nwenneree Husband (Hollis), | ‘Ae Tithe te te? witness de Buffalo, Feb. &. 
sec -eek .i7 “See pnt a3 Svs : 10, 1O1 any) . L ‘ 
‘ —_ week, fair $7,000. RAVINE i catre Gulld subarsintion tmaihey Buffalo, long runner-up for the 
. > ,and possibly fourth week. le » depend bs haa Bt 1 a at | title of world’s worst show town, is 
Trick for Trick’ (Ply uth) ; te aepeng on tor its thir week at . . - . ; : 
- i iva ¥ ymouth), | tne Blackstone. drew substantially | ooking up. Box office takings at 
Cr OrY spall y + i a . » 9% rhe $ i ’ I UDSLE ‘ 7 * 
weep Redrce' fair $8,500. Last week | better than $11.000 Comedv'a 6one the Erlanger for the past fortnight 
signs posted. j an oii, ° leay * ts ‘ Seaienak Rei ahi 
: ' Pr tereen Te Rpt: : 7 Teacy | Were the biggest in the history of 
Chicage Grand Opors, Shubert’s | T8te"* Click reaction induced tracy |... house, now five years old 
opera house, about $98,000 Drake to contract direct with John : “yt ei a dc ¢ 
‘ % rape fie: adhe ° . . Raw i aAdaiti . Starting with four performances 
Golden for an additional week. bs J = 
Production moves over to the Adel- | last week of ‘Tomorrow and Tomor- 
phi on the 13th for an indef run on| TOW,’ Which netted close to $12,000, 
the two-for-one plan. Makes the|the three-day engagement of the 
first show brought in on a Guild | ‘Vanities’ at the Erlanger at $3 top 
ticket that has wandered from the | V45 to capacity and standing room, 
straight scale path in this town. the gross touching $15,000. rhe 
|Lecit mob wondering what effect house was sold out solid in advance 
5+ ‘ > < ° 7 3 
this will have on the Guild’s sub- | £0F each performance and the fire 
scription drive next season department obliged to limit stand- 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ revival, with wg, 8 etvee ‘ mmeeet t tl nonee 
Teele < sect rs J ‘y Ise 
Vivienne Segal and Charles Purcell, ageing . $4 te » ha aie 
opened at the Erlanger Sunday (31) eg Bm - . ail rs Be Ms eae ron a 
. . : > Ss ) e ac > = 
Los Angeles, Feb. &. to poor business, but rave notices the 1 ry a Pos aa j doing top- 
Legi ok i : from the dalies started to build in | COTde@ to Gate and 3s » 
egit took it on the chin last : : : notch class business. 
week, with the first three days |™idweek, mounting to a sellout 
staring at continual rain. Four a” Parag eden ponent Py 
shows folded as the week ended = a oe Fri S lo’ 4, 500 
‘TT ° —_ sale . ite . ° P "Ae 
Unexpected Husband,’ ‘Lucky Day’ co es * ae ple hy - i riSCO 0 0 5 
and ‘Easy for Zee Zee’ took . S SWUSkVE*7o: Spe 5 oT 
easiest way. ‘The Fall Guy" fin. | favor. Looked like better than §$12,- pr b. 8 
Pais § aye < 7 - “ . $ .) 
oper 4 . sale for » nine ‘fo eS S< Trancisceo, Feb. &. 
ished three weeks at the El Capi- O99 for th< craged nceng slot gan ~ nail - om - i : Brow ‘ 
tan and hied to San Fr ineise ‘The Only weak sister on the week’s Fourth week of Jo srown in 
Monster’ opened Su inda — | list was Jimmy Cooper’s ‘Fata Mor- | ‘Square Crooks’ at Duffy's Alcazar 
; Edward Ev rerett H lecide gana’ at the Harris, with Cooper|is the village’s only legit offering. 
it} prs — orton decided to undecided what to do with it. Took | Lot of stuff on the calendar. 
withdraw ‘Husband’ at the Holly- = hed dion ox thh-maeend see Brown’s fourth and last drew fair 
wood Playhouse when the till regis- |“ “‘S* . ee . 


Carroll (25th week) (R- 
New edition being readied 


changed; 


under $30,000. 


in the Dark,’ Barry- 


Do- 


(D-1,090-$3). 
than most others 


with last week’s gross at $12,000. 
‘Zombie,’ Biltmore (1st week) (D- 


1,000-$3). Presented independently 
(George Sherwood); written by 
Kenneth Webb; Pauline Starke 


heads cast; opens Wednesray (10). 
Other Attractions 


Maurice Chevalier, Fulton; 


star in concert 
tonight (9). 
‘Robin Hood,’ 
‘Marriage of Cana,’ Provincetown; 
reopened 


opened, closed and 
three days; Bryant’s 


troupe, Golden; 
but continues. 


G 


thay Circle here. 


appearance; 


slated out 


French 
opens 


Erlanger’s; revival. 


in J 
showboat 


Saturday 





Coast ‘Sons o’ Guns’ 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 


Municipalities Light Opera Co. 
debuting in March with 
uns.’ 


is 


‘Sons oO’ 
Company opens at the Car- 


Ethelind Terry and Joe Donahue 
are being co-starred. 
signed for the season. 


Sudden clesing 


Miss Terry 





ST. LOUIS SHOWLESS 


Mary Hart 


stock 


. Louis, Feb. 8. 


a week ago of the 
company 


at the 








tered less than $4,000. He will close 
the house until he can get a play to 
his liking. ‘Easy for Zee Zee,’ dirt 
play at the Music Box, ducker when 
even the service charge idea failed 
to attract. Struggled along on an 
average take of less than $1,800 for 
the past three weeks. 

‘Lucky Day’ withdrew 
returns dipped to $9,000, about the 
nue for the show. Indications are 
that the Pantages-Moorehouse-Sil- 
ver musical will be revamped into a 
presentation for picture houses. 
Six-week run of the piece just about 
broke even for the producers, with 
the profit still in the offing. 

Ten-day engagement of William 
Gillette in ‘Sherlock Holmes’ at the 
Biltmore failed to live up to ex- 
pectations, Returns were less than 
$15,000 for the stay of the veteran. 
‘Crazy Quilt’ opened a two-week 
stay at the Biltmore to a sellout 
Sunday. This is the first New York 
musical reaching the coast in two 
years, 

‘The Enemy’ reopened the long- 
dark Orange Grove Monday. Ven- 
ture is angeled by Charles Shruth, 
contractor, who has been sold the 
stock idea by Warren Millias, for- 
merly associated with Andy Rice 
in several local stage ventures, none 
of which made money. Idea is pop 
plays at $1 top. First week failed 
to get any more than $500. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘The Fall Guy,’ El Capitan 
final week) (C-1,571-$1.50). 
to an average take of $5,000. 
Monster’ opened Sunday. 

‘Unexpected Husband,’ Hollywood 


when the 


(3d- 
Closed 


‘The 


barely squeezing out $6,000. Came $4,500. Tonight (8) house gets ‘The 
in under the Dramatic League ban- | Monster,’ locally produced by Duffy, 
ner, With the original ticket calling wes Fee Pad ae ee at 
for four weeks. Stays the current [° SOS SF Oe a aa , 
stanzi , vond ; tn fl Also tonight is Richard Bennett's 
stanza, but beyond that it’s in opening at the Geary in ‘Cyrano de 
doubt, Project of mo ing to an- Bergerac’ with a big advance sale 
other house and resorting to a re- Wm. Gillette in ‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
vised scale is under consideration. Aether ore : etd neer’s Columbia 

‘Grand Hotel,’ with another three eb. 12 ‘Crasy Quilt’ yaa into the 
weeks to go, chalked up a solid Curran Feb 94 with 2 $3 top, high- 
9 . he j c wn ; val s td © « ’ 
$24,000 for _ ninth lap, while est here in some time; $2.50 usually 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ eased _ off prevails 
slightly, but nothing to worry Mary ‘Wigman's Jan. 31 dance re- 
about. ‘Marching By,’ though quite cital at the Tivoli was a complete 
off Monday and Thursday nights, sellout, grossing $2,950 at $3 top. 
came through with a still profitable | Gne returns for a Feb. 14 m: tines 
$13,000. ala . 

P aying Oakland two days lat 

‘The Blue Bird,’ Studebaker, and play dis iret vA 
‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn, shared P 5 
premiere honors last night (7). Merchant in Pittsbe. 
‘Mourning Becomes’ Electra is 














carded for entry at the Blackstone “ , 
Feb. 15. Week after ‘The sand 20,000 for Five Shows 
Wagon’ will premiere at the Illinois, Pittsburgh, Feb, 8. 
and ‘Experience Unnecessary’ un- Great $20,000 for Adams and 
loads at the Harris. Skinner in ‘Merchant of Venice’ at 
Estimates for Last Week Nixon last week. At $3 top, that 
‘ ‘ i.e represents real trade for five nites 
As Husbands Go,’ Blackstone |and two mats. Notices can’t be the 
(3d week) (C-1,219; $35). Initial] reason, for most of ’em damned it 
comedy click of the season, as in-|with faint praise, Interest in 
dicated by its ability to toll off a] Maude Adams only thing to ac- 
substantial $11,000 for the third lap. | count for it 
Moves to the Adelphi on the two- For another thing, Nixon had 
for-one plan after the extended | everything to itself again for fourth 
week here. ‘Mourning Becomes|consecutive week, Alvin having 
Electra’ unveils Feb. 15. been dark all January. Latter site, 
‘Follies,’ Illinois (3d week) (R- | however, back into action this week 
1,365; $4.40). Had the town all to} with ‘Experience Unnecessary.’ 
itself last week, and same applies Nixon has ‘Band Wagon’ current, 
currently. Capacity at every per-jgetting away to biggest advance 
| formance (nine) showed $40,000 on} sale of season, and then Zicgfeld- 
|the Saturday night tally. Stiff scale | Lahr show, Feb, 22. 
| effected in balcony after they start- -- - 
!ed coming contributed substantially. 
| Scrams for Milwaukee’ at the end of Minneapolis B. O. 
| the current week, with ‘Band Minneapolis, Feb. § 
Wagon’ at $4.40 due Feb. 22. ‘Unexpected Husband proved a 
| ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Erlange (1st| fine draw for the Bainbridge stock, 
week) (O-1,319; $3). Cut-rate Cli- | grossing about $5,000. Big. Current 
entele rapidly taking to this one; offering is ‘Dancing Mothe1 with 
| weak start overcome in n idweek. | Grace Hay ward i ruest star. 
| Me t a little fit at $12,000, with | The Harry Hirsch burlesque stock 
eve thin Fa ndici -,a eg tifying | company pulle d close to $3,000 with 
} local run i n store fe he Charl s | ‘Broadws 1y Scandals,’ a professional 
|P reell-backed revival, | wrestling match as an added attrac- 
| ‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Selwyn (C- | tion helping. 
1086; $3). Came in Sunday night, Nothing doing at the Metropolitan, 
with Otto Kruxer starred. |} but another Guild attraction sched- 
| ‘Fata Morgana,’ Harris (2d week) | led for March and ‘Green Pastures’ 
D-1,084; $3). Struggled through | for April. 
he ee} vith a Sund night per- | aR 
formance nnecessarl added, to a Back to 10-20-30 
neal 6,000, Jr for the current . : 
earan $6 least. Following week at ; , Roanoke, Va J 
Pr pot indefinite, May move to} Stocl lated t« open here j}at t 
. ‘ & at revised prices, | @ week at the 4 der oO M 
Grand Hotel ‘ l " week) | Will be caled fe 10-2 
Hh: $3). Slight ense-off but George E. Tripp s 4 
nice! f ed t around | -——~ -— - 
oes age a Fe of to ge | New Low for Stocks 
: 7s 2 Stocks operating last week hit a 
t t more t weeks at the . 
‘ A tpg Mot Avones oa) new low, getting down to 48. Only 
a ees ¢ : ; : bite oi jone new tr ne 7 £1 is that for 
i ‘Marching By,’ Great Northern Jackson H , i. L, Feb. 1a. 


; 
: 
+ 
; 

‘ 














en A IEE 


48 VARIETY 


EEGETEIMATE 


Tuesday, February 9, 1932 








Plays Out of Town 





FACE THE MUSIC” 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

The first-night audience, critics 
included, went into rave motions 
about this new Sam Harris ‘musical 
comedy revue’ which brings Irving 
Berlin back into the theatre. Since 
its opening, it has builded steadily 
at the Shubert into smash propor- 
tions and, from indications, will be 
close to a sell-out all this week. 

The biggest handicap that ‘Face 
the Music’ has to overcome on 
Broadway is that it is a successor 
of the phenomenally successful ‘Of 
Thee I Sing.’ That handicap is 
psychological, but plenty strong. 
Philly hasn't had a good musical 
show in weeks and was ripe for 
this one. Also the satire impressed 
particularly here whereas previous 
Sam Harris hit may take some edge 
off that angle in New York. 

‘Face the Music’ is one corking 
show and deserves to be a wallop, 
depression or no depression. As a 
matter of fact that’s just what the 
new Berlin-Moss Hart show is kid- 
ding (among other thing)—the de- 
pression. The other things include 
show business and N. Y. politics 
and they all take a lacing. 

The story concerns the attempt 
of a police sergeant, Martin Mesh- 
besher, and his cohorts to get rid 
of the graft they have been hauling 
in before an impending probe ex- 
poses them. They are told that the 
easiest way to lose money is to in- 
vest in a show. Hal Reisman, big- 
gest revue producer on Broadway, 
promises ’em he can lose any given 
amount; in fact, his pride is hurt 
when they doubt if he can sink 
$175,000 in one production. 

After the production is started, 
it is discovered that the city itself 
is broke and’*the contents of the tin 
boxes are asked back. After that, 
there’s a change-about and the pur- 
pose of the show is to make money. 

The show starts with a corking 
bit of kidding at an Automat, to 
which all of New York’s best 
society and former wealthy class is 
coming. The chorus has a swell 
number in which the names of a 
number of the city's ‘400’ are in- 
troduced in ingenious rhymes. It’s 
1 tip-off on the style of the show. 
Equally funny is the scene showing 
Reisman’s office—a desk in front of 
the Palace Theatre at a 10, 15, 25 
cent scale, with free sandwiches 
thrown in. Scenes in Meshbesher's 
private offices and pent-house 
apartment are also rich in satire. In 
the second act, there's a priceless 
bit in a speakeasy where the gang 
goes to read the notices of the show. 
Right here the critics come in fora 
beautiful sleigh-ride, the prize gag 
being when Meshbesher remarks; 
‘They say these things and yet they 
liked ‘Green Pastures’ and the wife 
comes back with; ‘Oh yes, but they 
all had girls in ‘Green Pastures.’ 

Berlin’s score is plenty strong in 
catchy numbers—numbers that are 
easily carried out and whistled on 
the way home. ‘I Say It’s Spinach,’ 
‘Let’s Have Another Cup of Coffee,’ 
‘You Must Be Born With It,’ ‘A Roof 

n Manhattan’ and ‘Soft Lights and 
sweet Music’ are leading candidates 
‘or hit honors. His lyrics are also 
aarticularly good—in fact, just about 
che best he’s ever Cone. 

Albert Johnson has done another 
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swell job in the settings, though 
perhaps without quite the novelty 
of ‘Three’s a Crowd’ and ‘The Band 
Wagon.’ Hassard Short has staged 
the show very well, but it’s hard to 
see why his own ‘Mirror’ creation is 
used as the first act finale. It doesn’t 
fit right there, good as it is. 

Program announces that the book 
was directed bv George Kaufman, 
but, as usual, all the mob are won- 
dering whether he hasn't contribut- 
ed more than direction. There are 
several evidences of his uncanny 
showman’s instinct. 

The dances were directed by Al- 

bertina Rasch. As for the casting, 
it is a work of art. No musical here 
in a long time has selected its peo- 
ple as wisely. Mary Boland is im- 
mense as Mrs. Meshbesher. She has 
the choice gags and the richest lines, 
and she puts them across as if she 
had been in musical comedy all her 
life. Andrew Tombes as Reisman 
and Hugh O’Connell as Meshbesher, 
render A-Number 1 assistance. J. 
Harold Murray sings as well as ever 
and has much more poise and pol- 
ish. Katherine Carrington, also 
good vocally, is excellent as the un- 
usual kind of heroine. Joe Macau- 
ley is another aptly cast player as 
the poor baritone who so hates to 
sing the ‘Rhinestone’ number. Mar- 
garet Lee and Jack Good take care 
of the dancing specialties and ring 
the bell on three occasions. Jean 
Sargent, a Philadelphia ‘find,’ war- 
bles one ‘Torch’ song with plenty of 
feeling and pash. 
There is considerable dirt in the 
second act which may get a strong 
adverse reaction here, but oughtn’t 
to hurt on Broadway. Waters. 


THE STRANGLEHOLD 


Detroit, Feb. 6. 
Comedy drama in three acts by Channing 





Pollock. Directed by Channing Pollock and 
Gordon Davis, Premiere at the Civic 
theatre (stock), Detroit. Sets by Steven 
Nastfogel. 

Noel Webb........ Cceeeees George Macready 
TUStiINe wcccccee POCCOCCCErOCES CESS Lee Pope 
Kenneth ....ecccecees+--Sanford McCauley 
DEED -4:40.60006 ecceeceeess- Katherine Parker 
Charlie ..... eccccccecosecs William Proctor 
Harold ...... Ceeeccsocceseoseses Bob Leitch 
ME tebckakuene eccccccescoes- Billy Merrill 
H. Olay Taylor..ccs. eavetees Neill O’ Malley 
Violet Quesch..... eocccessoes-J0an Madison 
BOWIE oc.cccdece sosccecceees-Mimore Andre 
MEME 60400000 00804068%0648 Virginia Dillon 
BITTE crccicoe Coesoresscces Helena Stungo 
PROMOTER 66ccccccs TTT IVTTTTTT T Allyn Gillyn 
Pes 6b 1d06b hse 66 ccqhbedes Delice Hazen 


Mrs. Josephine Clinton Carstairs, 
Thyra Rouland 
Benjamin Bright........... Walter Sherwin 


The tryout of a new play by 
Channing Pollock, one that will 
eventually find its way to big-time 
production. As produced here it of- 
fered a pleasant evening’s enter- 
tainment. For Broadway the script 
will need a little bolstering. As is 
it might get over, depending to a big 
extent on the casting. 
With a powerful first act, the sec- 
ond and third are a little thin. The 
weakness is partly due to the writ- 
ing of the characters in the latter 
part of the show. Due to plot some 
of the people are forced to act in a 
manner that seems inconsistent. 
Like most Pollock opuses, this 
one is clean and wholesome. It 
deals with a writer who is har- 
nessed with relatives. The wife has 
a stranglehold on him, with the rest 
of her family as well as his own 
depending on him for everything, 
and by their presence not even al- 
lowing the peace of mind or privacy 
necessary for him to concoct his 
literary works. Not even such trash 
as serials for the ‘Saturday Evening 
Post.’ The situation is finally 
brought to an acute stage by his 
failure to sell a word for so long 
that money matters become serious. 
At the same time the wife pretends 
to a suggested affair with a friend 
of the family who turns out to be 
a bootlegger and swindler. The 
supposed peak is when the sympa- 
thetic secretary demonstrates that 
she is adept in the art of strangle- 
hold when he walks out on all of 
them. ; 

The characters suffer in the third 
and second acts from the inconsis- 


tency. The friend of the family, a 
go-getter, is at first a successful 
stockbroker. For the purpose of 


drama it is necessary for him to 
become a swindler who has embez- 
zled the mother-in-law’s $5,000. In 
the third act it is necessary for him 
to turn philosopher and reconcile 
the author to the fact that ‘life is 
lika thata,’ 

In the hands of a very expert per- 
former it might be possible for this 
part to sound plausible, but then it 
might not. The other inconsistent 
part is that of the secretary. An 
Englishwoman, she is quiet and 
subdued, but sympathetic all 
through the play, and one would 
think that she would be the haven 
of liberty the author would fly to 
for the finale clinch. Instead she 
at the last, when the flight is all 
prepared, turns out to be another 
leech in polite form. Her dialog 
changes from the sympathetic to the 
domineering. 

Other characters are very well 
drawn, especially the wife and her 
mother-in-law. The lead has lit- 
tle to do but try to write with pan- 
demonium loose all around him. 
That and make the final decision. 

The hand of Pollock is easily seen 











in the direction, which is much bet- 





ter than any seen here this season. 
The cast shows up to much better 
advantage than in anything they 
have done with a couple of out- 
standing performances by Thyra 
Rouland in the part of the mother- 
in-law and the wife by Allyn Gillyn. 
Another good part well done is the 
mother-in-law’s brother by Walter 
Sherwin. 

Settings adequate and even 
brought forth a hand. Show here 
produced in two sets, with the last 
two acts taking place in the dining 
room. For Broadway production the 
third act will probably be changed 
to a drawing room setting. The 
dining room is needed for the sec- 
ond act curtain, but the stanza 
would benefit if changed. For local 
production the two sets are ample. 

Show should hit, but there are 


some ifs. Those being the casting 
and the strengthening of the two 


parts in the second and third acts. 
Lee. 


ZOOM 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

This new comedy, produced by the 
Shuberts, but simply billed here as 
being presented by the Professional 
Players (subscription group) is by 
the veteran, John B. Hymer, erst- 
while collaborator with Sammy 
Shipman, and William E. Barry. 

‘Zoom’ deals very apparently with 
the Lindbergh flight and is a little 
late in the game, but, forgetting the 
original entirely, there is plenty of 
entertainment value in the piece, 
much of it as yet unrealized. 

First scene laid in a hangar in Old 
Orchard, Me., on an early May 
morning, 1930. Blin Gardner is hop- 
ping off on a solo non-stop flight to 
Japan. He’s a home town kid; who 
works in a garage and has a tele- 
phone operator as a sweetie. She 
has financed the flight by selling a 
piece of property she _ inherited. 
Progress of flight is told to the au- 
dience by showing her at her 
switchboard plugging in various 
parts of the country te keep in touch 
with Blin. 

Last scene of Act I is in New 
York, showing young aviator’s ar- 
rival, successful. From then on the 
play deals with the trials and trib- 
ulations of a hero and proving the 
old saying that they have no more 
privacy than the proverbial goldfish. 
Blin tries to keep a level head, but 
he is a lamb in the hands of his 
managers and publicity men. They 
won't even let him see his girl with- 
out a bodyguard, and then only for 
a few minutes. 

Blow-off comes after she returns, 
broken-hearted, to Maine, and after 
he learns that his managers have 
double-crossed him thereby hav- 
ing him endorse Prohibition as a 
great national panacea when really 
his statement was being dictated by 
a syndicate of bootleggers. At a 
public banquet, he denounces the 
whole racket and flies back to Old 
Orchard where he is reconciled to 
the gal. Although he finds that his 
frank confession has made him 
more of a hero than ever, he decides 
to stick to the home town. The 
manager, who has followed him, is 
satisfied when another overnight 
hero appears on the horizon, which 
gives the play a clever tag. 

Best part of ‘Zoom’ is the work 
of young Russell Hardie as the 
hero. His performance is capital 
and he gives a great deal to the part 
of Blin Gardner. He makes him in- 
genuous, but not too goofy, and in- 
vests the character with real charm 
and sympathy. Joyce Arling, as the 
heroine; Ulita Torgerson, as a 
‘wicked wamp’ who tries to ensnare 
Blin, and William David as the 
crooked manager are all satisfac- 
tory. 

The staging was not all it might 
have been, but work is being done 
along that line, Also to put more 
sex stuff in the scenes between 
Blin and the society vamp. 

The show is not distinguished but 
has plenty of material that should 
make for popular appeal. It needs 
sharpening and tightening and some 
rewriting. As a subscription offer- 
ing, it was a big mistake, but if 
the proper doctoring is done, it has 
a chance at the box office. Waters. 


Foreign Review 
DR. IGOR KUZNETVOZ 


Moscow, Jan. 25. 
Anyone who believes that doctors, 
being occupied with the ills of the 
body, can disregard the larger po- 
litical ills of their nation, has an- 
other guess coming. That’s the 
moral of a new piece at the Korsh 
theatre. It argues that the phy- 
sician, like the worker in a factory, 
must accept the revolution actively 
and fight for it; if he doesn’t he is 
an enemy and a counter-revolution- 
ary, no matter how good a surgeon 
he may be. 

‘Doctor 


Igor Kuznetzov’ is the 
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Plays on Broadway 





If Booth Had Missed 


Drama in three acts presented at Maxine 
Ellott’s Feb. 4 by Walter Hartwig: written 
by Arthur Goodman; staged by Milton 


Smith, 

John Wilkes Booth......Morris McKenney 
Sambo .cccises Coccesecdsedessecs Fred Eric 
Lloyd Payne.....seo- e++-Conway Ferguson 
Thaddeus StevensS......+e+- John Nicholson 
REGED We EOViBicc cs ceceseeess Doan BPorup 
Gen, Benjamin F. Butler....George Denny 
Benjamin F. Wade......++-- H. A, Wilson 
Francis HItOM. .cccccccccccccce John Burke 
Edwin M, Stanton......Royal Dana Tracy 
Abraham Lincoln... .ccccccces Daniel Poole 
Mrs. Lincoln.....+.- eeee-Catherine Proctor 
Major Rathbone.....+.+..-.Hayden Rorke 
Major Reed...cocseccooceees-JOhn Maroney 
Tad LIncoln...ecccecsesceees William Ober 
John Hay.....- Coceccececcers Robert Toms 
John Nicolay........eeee-Richard Barrows 
Mrs, Jefferson Davis.....Charlotte Walker 
Gideot Weileties ccccocve A. C. Henderson 





Gen, U. 8S. Grant.. 
Willlam Seward.... 


«e«e--Aubrey Beattie 
eeee Thurlow Bergen 


Hugh McCulloch......---- Frank Hetterick 
Henry Stanberry.............-Howard Kyle 
William Dennison....George W. Williams 
Salmon P. Chase......+<- e.---Orrin Burke 


Endrew Johnson......++5«+-Ernest Pollock 





In this same theatre early this 
winter a play about another great 
humanitarian was briefly pre- 
sented. It was ‘A Lady With a 
Lamp,’ treating of Florence Night- 
ingale. Now comes ‘If Booth Had 
Missed,’ with the martyred Abra- 
ham Lincoln the central character. 
Although the new play is more to 
the American understanding, it is 
doubtful of a click. 


‘If Booth Had Missed’ revives for 
stage usage the Civil War presi- 
dent and the men of his cabinet 
then and during the start of the 
reconstruction period of the defeat- 
ed Confederacy. Historically they 
are more or less authentic charac- 
ters. But history is not followed. 
The author’s fancy speculates on 
what might have happened if the 
shot of John Wilkes Booth had not 
killed Lincoln as he sat in the box 
at Ford’s theatre, Washington, wit- 
nessing the performance of ‘Our 
American Cousin,’ April 4, 1865. 

Arthur Goodman proceeds with a 
mythical two more years with Lin- 
coln in the White House, how his 
enemies plotted against him and 
how he was finally impeached 
rather than Andrew Johnson, the 
vice-president. who succeeded him. 
Lincoln knew of the schemes, ac- 
cording to the play, but was im- 
potent to forestall them because 
command of the army is supposed 
to be taken from him and given 
Secretary of War Edwin M. Stan- 
ton, whom he cannot’ dismiss 
through a so-called tenure of office 
act. 


Third act is played in darkness. 
The trial of Lincoln is conducted 
in the Senate with the Chief Jus- 
tice and Vice-President presiding. 
It is necessary for a two-thirds 
vote to adjudge the President guil- 
ty. Lincoln as attorney for de- 
fendant (himself) makes the sterl- 
ing summation. Senate finds him 
not guilty of treason. That is the 
sixth count in the bill, the others 
supposed to fall if that charge 
misses. Then before the cheers of 
Lincoln's supporters subside an en- 
raged editor shoots him through the 
heart. Therefore the tragedy oc- 
curs in the Senate chamber instead 
of the theatre. 

The play purports to show that if 





name of the play, written by V. V. 
Shkvarkin and ably directed by L. 
A. Volkov and Sakhnovsky. It is 
one of those fair-to-middling plays 
in which the Korsh theatre seems 
to specialize. Some theatres are 
born with that annoying character; 
not bad enough to avoid, but con- 
siderably short of greatness. 

Anyhow, the story is worth re- 
counting as a sample of Soviet dra- 
matic plotting. In this case it is a 
conflict between the old type of 
doctor and the new type. In other 
plays it is a conflict between the 
old type of engineer and the new, 
or the old and new teachers, factory 
hands, whatnot. The old is wicked 
and villainous; the new is brave 
and bold and straightforward. And 
the new always wins before the last 
curtain, 

Dr. Kuznetzov is a clean-shaven 
young man sent into a provincial 
hospital. Immediately he is at odds 
with the old-fashioned bearded Dr. 
Sakharov. The latt-r is openly hos- 
tile to all the new-fangled Soviet 
ideas, the Five Year Plan, the great 
rush to build factories. He claims 
that a doctor doesn’t have to meddle 
in politics—but almost unknowingly 
he does meddle, by the things he 
does and says to patients. 

His youthful colleague, on the 
other hand, sees the doctor as an 
important cog in the machine of 
the Five Year Plan. He sticks to 
the rules of the revolution—al- 

(Continued on page 55) 





Lincoln had not been killed by. 


Booth, he would have had to ene. 
dure many unhappy months mostly 
due to some of the men he trusted 
and from an intriguing clique in 
Congress. Shown as chief con- 
spirator is Thaddeus Stevens, a 
representative, who whips Stanton 
into line with the promise of the 
Presidency, that is after General] 
Grant is put into office. Grant ig 
a character, one who is not in syme 
pathy with Lincoln either. Shown 
also are Henry W. Davis, Senator, 
Francis Hilton, an editor, both of 
Stevens’ group, and Gen. Benjamin 
F. Butler. 

Feminine characters are few and 
only secondary. Mrs. Lincoln, 
played by Catherine Proctor, igs 
shown to be a nagging woman, one 
who never seems to do anything 
right. Lincoln threatens to send 
her away. Most sympathetic char- 
acter, save that of Lincoln, is that 
of Mrs. Jefferson Davis, sweetly en- 
acted by Charlotte Walker. Others 
on only in the first scene and mere- 
ly bits. 

Daniel Poole seemed a_e wise 
choice as President Lincoln, though 
he did seem a much younger man. 
The simplicity of his manner and 
speech is perhaps the best touch of 
direction by Milton Smith. John 
Nicholson imparted a biting char- 
acterization, that of the club-foot- 
ed Thaddeus Stevens, Lincoln's 
arch enemy. Royal Dana Tracey 
enacted Stanton with little aid from 
an expanse of chin whiskers. 

There is a certain interest in the 
play which attracted attention by 
winning the Little Theatre tourna- 
ment, but limited appeal makes it 
doubtful box office. Ibee. 


MARRIAGE OF CANA 


Comedy drama with Negro cast presented 
at the Provincetown Playhouse, Greene 
wich Village: written by Julian L Mace 
Donald: staged by Anatol Bendukov and 
the author, 








Isabell (Bell) White...... Marjorie Lorraine 
James Duncan High....«-: Juano Hernandez 
Granny White.......-. eeeeees Alice Ramsey 
Willy Barnes......ceee ecooee- Hayes Pryor 
Whyoming Hurtt...... eee. Wayland Rudd 
Sarah Barnes.....-ccecee----Alice Gorgas 
Rube James......eccecess-dames E. Downs 
Reverend JOMES..-ccccceseers Albert Watts 
LAlyY RiCO.. cc ccccccccccccccsceses Vi Jones 


Seems strange to trek to the Vile 
age to lamp a drama of and by 
plain colored folk. The why of pute 
ting on ‘The Marriage of Cana’ in 
the ex-stable known as the Prove 
incetown Playhouse is that it doesn’t 
cost much. Even so the eager bunch 
who put things on together shouldn't 
expect to make money. They won’t 

When the depresh hit show busie 
ness it practically shut up those 
funny places they call theatres in 
the Village. Only now and then 
does one get dusted off by the arty 
people who do plays down there, 
The only thing that is missed 
through the dark downtown spots 
is that some of the terrible things 
offered on Broadway might have 
landed south of Eighth = street 
instead, 

‘Cana’ however does not pretend 
to be pretentious. It is set in a 
little colored settlement on the Dele 
aware river South of Philadelphia, 
They talk about Philly as though it 
was a long way off. Isabell White 
lives with her granny in a shack. 
She works in a laundry but is 
hankering for better things. 

Bell has two suitors, James High, 
a sporty fellow and Whyoming 
Hurtt who comes to believe his is 
a Jewish name and that he is de- 
scended from the Queen of Sheba. 
That isn’t his own idea, but inspired 
by his pal Willy Barnes who 
wheedles money from Whyoming. 

Willy advises the love-sick brick- 
layer to lie to Bell, tell her he has 
plenty of money in the bank, ar- 
guing that man has lied to woman 
since Adam and his two sons. Bell 
believes it and they are mar- 
ried the next evening. Barnes the 
bad one gives the misery to Bell 
directly after the ceremony by tell- 
ing how Whyoming is really broke. 
But granny knows all along about 
that—he’s got a good back and can 
work and so the two dusky lovers 
clinch after a worried night. 

There is no amusement in the 
first act. The second act has the 
Same pace until just before the 
curtain when Barnes tries to £0 
into action with a razor. That's 
most sudden, too sudden to be ef- 
fective. What comedy there is 
comes in the third act, but there 
isn’t enough to make a play out 
of it all. 

The actors are good enough. 
Some are known names in colored 
dramatie circles. ‘The Marriage of 
Cana’ (biblical) may move uptown, 
but if it does the spot will be 
Harlem, not Broadway. Ibee. 








Hote! Astor, New York 
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Not So Hot 

Columnists co-operating to bring 
about publicity for themselves over 
jnsulting remarks at the Central 
Park Casino isn’t turning out so 
hot for the columnists, It may have 
done the restaurant some good, for 
the heavy publicity brought added 
business to the Casino for the first 
few nights of last week. 

The stew stuff apparently was 
deemed necessary to print in order 
that the Carroll-Winchell contro- 
versy might be rung in as the main, 
though made secondary, No 
more was that a story the 
dailies than the slight basis for the 
stew report, of a manager of a res- 


issue, 


for 


taurant in his own place insulting 
patrons, In other days that would 
have been passed by, if it could 


have similarly happened, by the pa- 
trons and their friends thereafter 
passing up the joint. 

Or that Earl Carroll expressed a 
personal opinion of Walter Winchell 
in a public resort wasn’t of the ex- 
treme importance given it by Win- 
chell’s fellow columnists. It may 
have been what Winchell wanted, 
however, since it is said Winchell 
informed another columnist at 3 
o’clock the same morning of what 
had occurred at the Casino a few 
hours before. With the other tab 
breaking the story, that giving 
Winchell his opportunity to burst 
in with his prolonged defense, in his 
columns and on the air, while other 
columnists also went to it. 

Perhaps the best story, reported 
under forced draught, and also in 
his ‘Mirror’ column, was by Mark 
Hellingher, one of the patrons in- 
sulted but not offended by Sid Sol- 
omon’s uncontrolled language. 
Mark told why Solomon was prob- 
ably grouchy at him, Mark confes- 
sing to having panned Solomon and 
the Casino. As to Carroll, Mark 
neatly passed him by through say- 
ing he was charged up and let it 
stand that way. 

If Winchell sees a story in every- 
one who doesn’t like him, he had 
better prepare to start a paper of 
his own. Those opinions, uttered 
privately or publicly, are entitled to 
as much attention as Winchell’s 
own pannings in his ‘Mirror’ daily 
column, 





About News Lifting 

Since ‘Editor and Publisher’ has 
printed a report on ‘Variety’ start- 
ing an action against a Coast pic- 
ture trade daily for news lifting, 
‘Variety’ wishes to explain that 
that action has not changed its at- 
titude toward lay dailies or pe- 
riodicals reprinting from ‘Variety,’ 
with or without credit. The only 
condition ‘Variety’ makes with the 
dailies, or other lay papers, is that 
they reprint from ‘Variety’ after it 
has appeared on the local news- 
stands. 

‘Variety’s’ copyright line weekly 
is only carried for protection 
against the thieving trade papers. 

The Hollywood trade daily braz- 
enly stole its news from ‘Variety’ 
by wiring enough out of ‘Variety’ 
when ‘Variety’ came out each Tuves- 
day in New York, to help fill the 
Coast daily for three days, before 
‘Variety’ could reach the Coast. 
The thieving daily that frequently 
could not make its payroll on the 
pay day, each week lifted from 
‘Variety’ not only the domestic 
news coming into ‘Variety’ by wire 
but also the cabled news. 

Warning was given to the pub- 
lisher of the Coast trade daily in 
Hollywood and in New York sev- 
eral times to stop his stealing or 
he would encounter trouble. Each 
time the publisher alibied by blam- 
ing his New York correspondent, 
Saying the New Yorker had been 
deceiving him. Still, when his New 
York correspondent became a part 
time employee, while also working 
for a picture company, the steal- 
ing continued until it had to be be- 


lieved that the thievery had been 
f£o0ing on by instructions of the 
publisher. 

The action against the Coast 


daily by ‘Variety’ has been taken as 
an example. It’s the sort of ruin- 
Ous thievery of news that can not 


be permitted. Even though the 
Coast daily has but a circulation of 
around 1,500, its news stealing had 
to be stopped, else any paper any- 
Where and especially in theatrical 
centres, could wire or phone each 
week’s ‘Variety’ exclusive news 
ahead of it. Quite a deal of this 
has been done by the foreign cor- 
respondents in New York City, but 
they do not make‘a habit of it. 
The foreign correspondents of the 
dailies and news associations abroad 
cable over when ‘Variety’ carries 
What looks to be an important news 
Story; the same with the news as- 
Sociations over here, and no ob- 


lection to either is entered, thoug) 
it might be said as a matter of rec- 


ord that no foreign correspondent 
yet cabling back a story out of 
‘Variety’ has mentioned its source. 
However, ‘Variety’ may have been 





mentioned in the cables and cut 
out by the foreign editors, par- 
ticularly the English. 
The Real Frank Harris 
Describing Frank Harris’ own 


‘Life and Loves’ as a combination 
of fact, Cassanova and Baron Mun- 


be fact, have been carefully checked 
so far and the 
is an interesting and informative 
study in which they have succeeded 
better than most biographical writ- 
ers in getting under the surface 
character of their protagonist. 

They write with sometimes surgi- 
cal directness, giving him full cred- 
it for the genius that he undoubted- 
ly was and yet not blinding them- 
selves to his many faults of egotism, 
selfishness, unscrupulousness and 
even downright dishonesty in cer- 
tain financial transactions when he 
was hard pressed. They have pres- 
ented a volume more notable for the 
detailed facts than its literary em- 
bellishment, the interest arising 
wholly from the picturesque and 
variegated career. The popular ap- 
peal of the subject may be open to 
question, but the work is one of ex- 
treme interest to those connected 
with literature. 

The book is well illustrated, chief- 
ly with various portraits of Har- 
ris in pencil, photograph and sculp- 
ture, and presents a typographic ap- 
pearance befitting the place it prob- 
ably will hold on 
Published by Madelaine Mendels- 
sohn. 


as possible, result 


Scribblers Revel 

The literary boys enrolled in the 
John Reed Club will give their an- 
nual costume ball at Webster Hall 
on Feb. 19. Practically all the 
scribbling lights of the organization 
on the arrangements committee, 
with the exception of Theodore 
Dreiser. But, then, Dreiser never 
did mix much with the boys, any- 
how. 

Most prominent on the arrange- 
ments committee are Michael Gold, 
of course; Charles Yale Harrison, 
William Gropper, Hugo Gellert and 
Mary Heaton Vorse. Of the illus- 
trators, Soglow also absent. 

The John Reed club named for the 
American scribbler who went to 
Russia and died there, being buried 
in the Kremlin. A couple of books 
of John Reed listed for publication 
this season, including one by his 
widow. 





Sundays For Chi Tab 

Chicago ‘Daily Times,’ p. m. tab 
sheet, will put out a Sunday edi- 
tion starting sometime in March. 
Both circulation and news depart- 
ments of the paper are in a huddle 
with a slight hitch over the morn- 
ing date line on Sundays. 

Paper plans to carry regular Sun- 


day features, such as a supple- 
ment of scandal stuff, short 
stories, comics and color sections 


Price will be 5c for the Sunday edi- 
tion. Daily price is 2c. Present 
daily circulation of the ‘Times’ is 
figured around 200,000, with hopes 
of the paper to hit around 500,000 
Sunday. ‘Herald-Examiner’ 
the town in Sunday circula- 
tion with over 1,000,000 readers 
with the ‘Tribune’ trailing a little 
behind. 


for 
leads 


Reorganize ‘Radio Guide’ 

Reorganization of ‘Radio Guide, 
the fan weekly, under way, with the 
departure of E. M. Alexander, one 
of its organizers, to the New York 

Alexander is the ‘Graph- 
publisher. 

under which the 
incorporated has 


Graphic.’ 
new 
Charter 
Guide’ was 
i turned back, and with the mag con- 
| tinuing it that a new firm 


organized. In with Alexan- 


2.98 
ics 


been 


means 


will be 





establishment of ‘Radio 
number of former 


lexan- 


der in the 
| Guide’ v 
| Hearst men, 
| der is an 


ere a 
who remain. A 
also ex-Hearst executive 


Boost Cabe!! Book 


ven by the Literary Guild 


Tea gi 





library shelves. 


chausen, A. I. Tobin and E. Gertz 
offer their own ‘authorized’ biog- 
raphy of the brilliant, erratic 
journalist and literateur in which 
they seek to debunk his highly 

colored tales and present a_ biog-| 
raphy which is both a fact story 

and a character analysis of a man | 
who in his lifetime achieved pop 

ular success too late to fully savo 

its taste. 

They very evidently have relied 
but little upon Harris’ own reco!- 
lections, distrusting both his ac- 
curacy as to dates and facts and 
his craving for the sensational 
which in part explains his own 
autobiography. All of his state- 
ments, not known to the writers to 





Hollywood’s Reading 


(Consensus of demand in 
January with Pat Hunt, Esme 
Warde, Satyr Book Store, and 
Stanley Rose, Ltd.) 


Fiction 
‘Westward Passage,’ Marga- 





ret Aver Barnes. 

The Greek,’ Tiffany Thaver. 

‘The Good Earth,’ Pearl S 
Buek, 

‘Maid in Waiting,’ John Gals 
worthy 

‘Mr. and Mrs. Pennington,’ 
Francis Brett Young. 

Beginning with Laughter,’ 
Bruz Fletcher. 

General 

‘Fortune to Share,’ Vash 

Young. 


‘The Great Mouthpiece,’ Gene 
Fowler. 
‘Only 
L. Allen. 
‘Shaw,’ Frank Harris. 
Culbertson’s Summary. 


Yesterday,’ Frederick 


‘Living My Life,” Emma 
Goldman. 

Local boy interest pushed 
Bruz Fletcher, ex-song-writer, 


into the six best and also made 
‘Recessional,’ William Hurl- 
burt’s play, and ‘Screen Star,’ 
Jack Preston’s novel with a 
Hollywood name index, one 
store bests. 














} 


‘Radio | 


in honor of James Branch Cabell on 
the publication date of his first book 
in some time, ‘These Restless 
Heads.’ Arranged by Selma Robin- 
son, at the Hotel Gotham, she got 
most of New York’s literary celeb- 
rities to attend, with the proceed- 
ings broadcast over a radio network. 

The affair notable in more ways 
than one. Marked not only a new 
book by Cabell after he was re- 
ported to have declared that his 
scribbling days were over, but also 
the dropping of his first name, 
James. Ceremony officially made 
him Branch Cabell, a branch of the 
Virginny Cabells. 





Who Started It? 

Commenting on the recent para- 
graph regarding the use by Frank 
Davis, of Davis and Barnell, of fake 
ads at the Winter Garden between 
1919 and 1922, Paul Reily writes 
that he made a series of 60 draw- 
ings for ‘Life’ under the caption of 
‘Advertisements You Have Never 


Seen,’ the first five of which ap- 
peared Sept. 28, 1916, with five a 


week thereafter until the series was 
exhausted. He is now doing some 
of the ‘BallyLoo’ ads along pretty 
much the same lines. 

He does not lay claim to being the 
originator, but says he does not re- 
call any prior use of the idea. 





Hall Heads Church News 

Frank A. Hall, one-time dramatic 
critic for an Indianapolis paper, has 
been appointed director of the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Council 
News Service, which furnishes news 
to Catholic weeklies in the United 
States. 

Mr. Hall has been acting director 
since the death of Justin McGrath, 
noted newspaperman and organizer 


of the N.C.W.C.N.S. eleven years 
ago. On the staff since 1924, Mr. 


Hall has handled at one time or an- 
other, every phase of the Service's 
activity. 


Dial Expands List 
Additional financing will enable 
the Dial Press to get out its biggest 
book list yet. Around 75 titles this 
year, the concern finding a good re- 


sponse to its 60-odd books issued 
last year. 
Dial Press headed by Lincoln 


MacVeagh, who took over the for- 
mer book affiliation of the now de- 
funct mag, ‘The Dial.’ 

Not known whether the additional 
financing is from outside sources, 
but nevertheless leaves MacVeagh 
still in control, 

McCarthy-Urbach’s Take-Over 

Eddy Eckles, editor and _ pub- 
lisher of ‘Here’s How,’ weekly coast 








York. With a view to encour- 
aging support, individual cups each 
night (every Friday) and monthly 
prizes will be given. 

Hermine A. Murray, newspaper 
woman, is actively -engaged in the 
club, which carries the sponsorship 
of Ely Culbertson, tobert Murray, 


husband of Hermine A., and pres- 
ently on ‘The Bridge World,’ will 
also take an active part in promo- 
tion of the club. 
eg } 
New Best-Seller Test 
Charging fraud, treason and just 
plain fake, two of the New York 
dailies have decided to eliminate the 
best-seller reports as untrue of con- 
ditions represented First to drop | 
the bookstore best-seller lists was | 
May Cameron, the ‘Post's’ literary | 
chatterer, followed by the ‘Sun.’ 


Instead, the ‘Post’ now carries the 
reading preferences of various indi- 
viduals. Supposed to give a line on 
representative reading tastes, and 
claimed to be more true of book de- 
mand than the allegedly stuffed 
best-seller lists. 





Interviews 
star interviews, 


Woolworth 
Motion picture 
one to a volume, 
Woolworth Book 
views are to published by Star 
Library Publications and written 
by Mary Margaret McBride, who 
conducts the ‘World at Large’ page 
in the Pictorial Review. 


will be sold in 


inter- 


stores. 


be 


Miss McBride is now in Helly- 
wood for the picture celeb inter- 
views. 


Louis MacLoon’s Mag 
Hollywood is to have a new gos- 


sip sheet to be called the Holly- 
wood ‘Star.’ Publisher is Louis O. 
MacLoon, dabbler in Coast legit 


theatre attractions. First issue is 
due this month. Business manager 
is Ernest McCauley, formerly man- 
ager and treasurer of the 46th 
Street and Manhattan theatres, 
New York. McCauley and his wife 
have gone to California. 


Silly but Funny 
Instance of clever mag editing 
was the inclusion of that short- 
short called ‘Mother’s Secret,’ in a 
recent issue of ‘Liberty.’ The tale 
was a rankly amateurish piece, but 


very funny because of that very 
fact. 
A bright ‘Liberty’ reader saw 


laugh possibilities in the piece and 
explained the idea to his superior. 
The tale was ordered in. 





Film Script a Mag Serial 
Don Clarke's original for Univer- 
sal, ‘Baby Faced Killer,’ bought for 
Lew Ayres, has been sold for serial- 
ization to ‘College Humor’ by 
Clarke. 
Universal has not indicated any- 


thing definite on release of ‘Baby 
Faced Killer,’ with some _ reports 
that it may be out in view of end 


of gangster pictures. 


‘Confessions’ Prosper 
Good market for ‘true confession’ 
tales offered by the many mags go- 
ing in for that type of stuff. Most 
scribblers look down on this sort of 
thing, but the fact is that ‘true con- 


fessions’ pay around two cents a 
word, the top for most pulp mag 
material, and some of them even 
more, 


Many Angle Prexy 





Glenn Hughes, head of U. of 
Wash. drama depart. and author 
of ‘Story of the Theatre,’ is im- 
presario for foreign films being 


shown to intelligenzia at the Egyp- 
tian, in the U district. His latest 
play, ‘The Green,’ now being played 
by Seattle Repertory. 
Mag’s Referendum 

‘Charm,’ mag published by L. 
Bamberger & Co., Jersey dept. 
store, is putting up continuance of 

Mag has 
way with 





publication to its readers. 
asked for votes either 
opinions to be in by Feb. 5. 
‘Charm’ is to its subscribers 
by the dept. store publishers gratis. 


sent 


Weekly Goes Once-a-Month 


Changing conditions responsible 





VT 


Hershfield Changes Besses 
Harry Hershfield, cartoonist-hu- 
morist, long identified with King 
Features (Hearst) has joined the 
Macfadden forces. He will contrib- 
ute strips in the New York 
‘Evening Graphic,’ the Mac- 
fadden tab in Phila. Hershfield will 
also be a regular feature in ‘Lib- 

erty,’ taken over by Macfadden. 
Another addition to the ‘Graphic’s’ 


comic 


also 


staff is Francis Albertanti who will 
sur ed Sam Taub in covering box- 

gz and wrestling. He was formerly 
| sports eaitor for the ‘Evening Mail.’ 


Real Names of Authors 
Pat Wentworth author of 
‘Not Venture,’ is Mrs. G F. 


Dillon. Svlvia Thompson, ‘Summers 


ricia 


ning: 


Night is Mrs. Theodore Dunham 
Luling Ethel P Hueston ‘Good 
Times,’ is Mrs. E. J. Best. Francis 
Beeding, ‘Take It Crooked,’ is Hilary 


A. S. Saunders 
Chatter 
With but a single book published, 
A. J. Cronin is set to come over and 
lecture here, already. 
Harold Bell Wright 
his own novels. 


dramatizing 


First edition of Edward Doherty's 
story of Jeanne Eagels’ life, “The 
Rain Girl,’ selling for 35 cents, 


Bob Sherwood, the Barnum clown, 
will have another book of reminis- 
cences out this spring, called ‘Hold 
Your the Elephants Are 
Coming.’ 

John V. A. Weaver sailing. 

Oscar Rosen from the tie 
that binds 

Ralph McAllister Ingersoll steps 
up as m. e. of ‘Fortune.’ 

Get ready for a flock of books on 
Hitler. 

Still more players writing plays: 
Philip Merivale, Eugenie-Leontovich 
and Ilka Chase, 

Hal Salzman, the Strand’s press 
agent, has started his second novel. 

Rupert Hughes cashing in hand- 
somely just now for his stuff on 
Washington. 

Alfred A. Knopf already 
James Hanley book for 1933. 

Not much for American scribblers 
from H. C. Kinsey's new book con- 
cern. Practically all British stuff. 

Seymour Smith didn’t live long 
enough to see his first book, ‘John 
Hanson,’ in print. 

A price reduction on Elsie Janfs’ 
autobiog already, even before pub- 
lication. 

What about Walter Snow’s book 
debunking the real estate racket? 

Harry Carter and J. Van Krimpen 
will co-edit ‘The New Fleuron.’ 

Achmed Abdullah in New York. 

Countee Cullen has switched from 
poetry to prose. 

Eugene O'Neill's notebook already 
has enough play ideas to keep him 
busy for the rest of his life. 

Francis Yeats-Brown’'s new book 
postponed until next winter to get 
the full publicity of his forthcoming 
lecture tour. 

Public Library will try to get the 
original manuscripts of the Proad- 
way play hits for a new collection. 
Manuscripts from the Belasco col- 
lection will form the nucleus. 

Dorothy Frooks, the scribbler, 
practices law for a living. 

Rachel Ferguson, author of ‘The 
Brontes Went to Woolworth’s’ 
writes the pieces in ‘Punch’ signed 
Rachel, 

Lewis Copeland is the man behind 
all those bridge books, 

More than 100,000 for James Trus- 
low Adam’s ‘The Epic of America.’ 

Morris Abel Beer giving instruc- 
tion on how to write poetry. 


Hosses; 


severed 


has a 





Anticipation Double 


(Continued from page 3) 
get estimates on the alteration of 
a home because some picture lad 
had been tipped off that some stu- 


dio is thinking of giving him a 
ticket, 
About 99 of 100 of these con- 


tracts never materialize. For every 
hope there's a broken hearted shop- 
keeper in Hollywood, 

Tailors at one time were the big 
sufferers. Actors who hope for con- 
tracts are usually without a ward- 
robe, so they had the tailors build 
them a flash which they explained 





trade paper, has dropped out of | for another weekly going monthly. | Was necessary for their tests and 
the sheet with Gus McCarthy and } Like ‘Life, which now comes out|to create an atmosphere of af- 
Larry Urbach taking over the | ¢ very 30 days, ‘Outlook and Inde- fluence. Tailors were chumps for 
ownership. pendent’ becomes a monthly start- | a long time but they learned that 
Ieckles left to organize the | ing with the March issue most contract hopes were just idle 
! Bonded Advertisers, exploitation No change in policy or staff,|dreams. Now it’s cash on the line 
ind advertising service for theatres. | Francis R. Bellamy continuing as | before they'll let a vest out of the 
Contracted for the service are J. J. | editor The head of the concern is shop. 
Franklin’s circuit and Westland | John Hay Whitney. | Furniture dealers are makers, 
The ee | — - | rau ik NOUSsSEeES @verve f including 
a Cut Out the Kink jthe grocers - have f en for the 
Bridge Club for Scribes La i lf ¢ ‘Ballyhoo’ contained | cont act gag. The gre is usually 
An effort is being made to e: | omed ad in which King George | the fall guy for a house party to 
blish a bridge club for newspape is posed to speak up for sox ibe staged in celebration of the 
people only. It carries the name! Afte due deliberation it was de- | longed-for ent lie furnishes the 
the Pen and Pencil Bridge Club | cided to ype i the issue oO ¢ ! Swi ‘ € y salami and 
nd is starting modestly in guar- | e in Er d er the offending | singe ils ! er he kicks himseif 
ers in Greenwich Village, New | page hud been removed pir the | 
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CANTON’S UNION STOPS 
REMOTE CONTROL BAND 


Canton, O., Feb. 8. 

A prolonged fight over employing 
union musicians on programs of 
WHBC, local radio station, reached 
a climax when the local musicians’ 
union halted broadcasting of pro- 
grams by traveling bands at a ball- 
room, depriving the its 
only revenue from control 

No more band broadcasting will 
be permitted by union bands until 
the station agrees to use union mu- 
sicians on its commercial or sup- 
plementing programs, the union 
states. 

W. F. Copeland, 
rector of the 





station of 
remote 


managing di- 
outlet, em- 
ployment of union musicians on 
station programs is out of the 
question, since revenue of the sta- 
tion is limited and the additional 
expense would bé prohibitive. In 
the two years the station has been 
in existence talent for all programs 
has been gratis. 

Station contracted 
several several 
programs, which call for bands, but 
according to Copeland, discs will be 
substituted. Nearly all of the sta- 
tion’s programs form. 


says 


for next 
commercial 


has 


o ‘. 
weekKs 


are in disc 








ED CONNIE 
Presents 


Aileen 
Stanley 


With a Smile 
in Her Voice 
OLDSMOBILE’S 


MELODY SPEEDWAY 
WOR and 80 Associate Stations 














COUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Presents 


LEON 
BELASCO 


and His 


EMBASSY CLUB ORCHESTRA 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 
Friday 9:30 P. M. 
WOODBURY PROGRAM 


Pers. Megs Herman Bernie, 
745 Ith Ave., New York 








In the Family 


Troy, N. Y., Feb. 8. 

An idea in family exploita- 
tion of a radio star is the il- 
lustrated pulpit lecture on Seth 
Parker and the Jonesport, Me., 
background of that ruralite’s 
broadcasting and film work, by 
the tev. Dr. Albert Lord, 
father of Phillips H. Lord, orig- 
inator of the character. Dr. 
Lord gave the lecture in Troy, 
N. Y., last week. 

It included the history of the 
Seth Parker programs, shots 
from Lord’s picture, ‘Way Back 
Home,’ and pictures of the 
broadcasts and of the real 





Jonesport. 











IST CHI STATION SUIT 
FOR ADVERTISING FEE 


Chicago, Feb. 8 





First known instance locally of 
a station resorting to litigation to 
collect on fulfilled time and talent 
ontracts occurred last week when 
WBPM, CBS key, filed suit against 
three of its accounts. Trio given 
the legal tap were Chicago Good 
Humor, Inec., ice cream purveyors; 
Douglas Auto Parts Company, and 
l the Jackson Fur Factory. Amounts 
lclaimed are $2,323, $1,170, and 
$2,750, respectively. 

All three programs were piaced 
by advertising agencies. In the 


case_of the Good Humor outfit, the 
client and the agency, Aubrey & 
Moore, are suing each other over 
alleged breach of contract, and 
meanwhile both parties deny re- 
sponsibility for the WBRM bill 
Minimum of risk from the col- 
lections angle that the broadcasting 
busines has so far enjoyed is in- 
dicated by the fact that it is the 
first time that the station has had 
to turn to the courts to enforce 
payment of its bills. Outlet has 
been in operation Jan., 1928, 
) and during that period has done a 
| cumulative business of over $3,- 
' 
| 





since 


500,000. 





Olympic Special 


Moss’ outfit from Lake Placid. 














Columbia System—8:30 P.M. 
ON LA PALINA PROGRAM 
Week February 6th 
RKO, Keith's, Washington 
Personal Management—Ted Collins 





testants to talk. 





Minstrels Extended 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Sinclair Oil extends its 


half-hour schedule. 


feature for three years 
interested a commercial. 








took it over for a test. 





Moss and band are being shipped 


to Lake Placid for broadcasting 
purposes only, idea being a tie-in 
with some of the Olympic con- 


Wener 
Minstrel show on WLS ta four more 


NBC affiliated stations starting 
Keb. 20. Latter consist of WJZ, 
New York; WBAL, Baltimore; 


Minstrel show ran as a sustaining 
before it 
That was 
early this winter, when Sinclair Oil 





Concert Mgr. Jammed 
With CBS Subsid 
Over Adv. Breach 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Acting on phone instructions 
from New York, the local attorney 
for the Columbia Concerts Corpora- 
tion, a CBS affiliate, last week re- 
lieved Bertha Ott of a couple of 
concerts she was handling here for 
the network’s booking bureau and 
turned the management of the 
events over to Orchestra Hall di- 
rect. Attractions affected were 
Paul Robeson and La Argentina. 

Reason given for the cancellation 
of the local concert impresario’s 
contracts was that Miss Ott had 
breached the publicity clause in the 
documents by failing to run the re- 
quired advertisements in the Chi- 
cago dailies. CCC’s New York 
office advised its attorney here, 
Paulus Koenig, to take the action 
against Miss cCtt after it had 
learned the ‘Tribune’ had _ shut 
down on her credit and refused to 
;carry any further advertising from 
her office unless the coin was laid 
on the line, 
Move by the Columbia outfit was 
the first of its 





kind ever experi- 
enced by Chicago concert booking 
circles, with the incident resulting 


in quite a buzz of comment among 
the latter. Report that the action 
was primarily actuated by the 
rumor that Dema Harshbarger, di- 
rector for NBC’s Civic Concert 
Service, had bought into Bertha 
Ott, Inc., was denied by both the 
Harshbarger and Ott offices. 
‘Trib‘s’ credit department con- 
firmed the advertising freezeout an- 
gle, claiming that the amount 
volved was a little over $1,000. 


Texan Radio School 


Dallas, Feb. 8. 

First radio school in this section 
opened here by W. M. 
Texas capitalist. Known as 
eral School of Radio 
sion. Will specialize in technical 
side of broadcasting, with grads 
eligible for federal operator’s li- 
cense, i. e., if they pass the gov- 


in- 





toberts, 
Fed- 
and Televi- 


Lucky Strike has switched its|¢mmment exams, 
band schedule for this Thursday| Similar venture tried here some 
(11) and will substitute with Joe| time ago, but fizzled. 





WINS’ Artist Bureau 


WINS, Hearst’s New York sta- 
tion, will shortly start an artists’ 
bureau. 

Clark Kinnard will be in charge. 





TRACY ON ROAD 


‘Street Singer’ (Arthur Tracy) 
opened for . week at Keith’s, Balti- 
more, Feb. 6. 

Tracy will continue his network 
broadcasting schedule from Balti- 


WHAM, Rochester, and WGAR, ¥ % enn: wes 
Cleveland. Other outlets will be | ™0re eg Cae Sens ee cee 
added as they become available for 7 ee 

the program’s Saturday evening 





Oil Firm’s 52 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Pennzoil has tied itself up for a 
52-week stretch over, the Columbia 
network. Contract calls for the 
basic network plus Atlanta, Char- 
lotte, Knoxville, Little Rock, Okla- 





LEO REISMAN 


POND’'S PROGRAM ON WEAF OVER A RED NETWORK 
EVERY FRIDAY EVENING 


9:30 E.S.T.; 8:30 C.S.T.; 7:30 M.T.; 6:30 P.T., N. B. C. 


homa City, San Antonio, Denver, 
Salt Lake City and the Don Lee 
west coast unit. Program’s enter- 
tainment assignment went to the 
Harry Sosnick orchestra and an un- 
billed quartet. 

Show will originate from WBBM, 
the local CBS key, on a half-hour 








Sunday evening schedule starting 





| Feb. 14, 








Break for Plugger 





Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Small California station sent 
a request to one of the local 


song pluggers asking for 
music. 
Said it wanted classical, 


sentimental story songs, sacred 
music, choir numbers and some 
with Portugese lyrics, 


CBS Prevents Song on 
Winchell Being Sung 


Zecause of Walter Winchell’s 
broadcasts on NBC, CBS has barred 
the song ‘Mrs. Winchell’s Boy’ from 
being vocaled over its network. 

First ban arose Saturday (6) in 
Chicago, at WGN. On the same 
day Abner Silver and Wolfe Gilbert, 
writers of the ditty, were broadcast- 
ing over WABC from the National 
Democratic Club. They were also 
stopped on the lyric. 

CBS's reason for barring the song. 
it says, is because some of the lyrics 
CBS the 
played instrumentally 
its mikes but cannot be warbled. 


WMAZ’s School Contest 


Macon, Ga., Feb, 8. 

Local radio station WMAZ 
is attracting state-wide attention 
through its dzcily broadcast, The 
Georgia School of the Air . 

Schooi children from 47 high and 
grammar schools are enrolled. A 
program is given each noon for one 
hour by a group of students, the 
best of whom are eligible to return 
for a contest program. Winners of 
contest will receive scholarships in 
music, voice, recitation and decla- 
mation, The scholarships in these 
special studies are offered by ac- 
credited colleges of the state. 

Winners are determined by se- 
lected judges and fan votes. The 
contest, which continues daily until 
May when the awards are made, 
is getting more student interest in 
the subjects presented than class 
room work, according to school 
principals. 











are risque. states song 


may be for 








Owen Moves In 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 


Francis J. Owen, formerly chief 
of the announcing staff at WCAE, 
has landed with WWSW here as 
continuity writer and announcer. 

Owen while at WCAE had ‘The 
Wastebasket,’ which he may con- 
tinue at WWSW. 





ACCLAIMED 


one of 


RADIO'S GREATEST 


HENRY THIES 


ORCHESTRA 


FEATURING 


CHARLES DAMERON 


VOCAL SOLOIST 


WLW N.B.C. 


Commercial Blue Network 
Broadcasting Sunday, 12M 
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NBC CALLS OFF BUDDY 
ROGERS’ BILTMORE JOB 


Intention to place Buddy Rogerg 
into the Hotel Biltmore, New York, 
as a band leader has been called 
off by NBC. Booking was announced 
some time ago by the network, with 





the date at first set for Jan. 1,. 
Later it was set back until |] ist 
week, when negotiations were 


dropped. 

NBC says it does not want Roge 
ers to go into the hotel in the mide 
dle of Lent, which will be about 
the time Rogers opens in New York 
with the new Ziegfeld show. 

One reported reason for the booke 
ing being called off is that the Bilte 
more intends to its supper 
rocm, where the Ross Gorman band 
is now playing. 

If Rogers doesn’t open at the 
Biltmore around Easter, NBC will 
keep him in the show only until the 
warm weather arrives. The network 
may then attempt to book him into 
a roof garden, 


MARIAN » JIN 


i 


“SMACKOUT” 


1:45 p. m. C.8S.T.—Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday— 
2:46 E.S.T. 


WMAQ, Chicago, to NBC- 
WJZ Network 


close 































MILL¢ BROTHER: 


4BOYS AND 
A GUITAR~ 


COLUMBIA: 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


THOMAS ROCKWELL 


1776 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CiTy 














HARRY RESER 


BANJO SPECIALIST 


Conducting 


Grays Oo Grrmos 


Radio’s Oldest Commercial 
Each Friday Evening, 9 to 9:30 E.S.T. 
WEAF, NBC KED NETWORK 








SYLVIA | 
FROOS 


NBC Management 
Appearing Regularly 
WJZ and WEAF 

Victor Recording Artist 
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ALLISON and FIELDS 


Broadcasting Daily For 


MILLER FUR CO. 
GOSHEN SHIRT CO. 


1:15 P. M. Daily 
WBLBM—CBs, CHICAGO 
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RADIO STATION WGN 


RADIO’S MOST VERSATILE INSTRUMENTAL AND VOCAL ENSEMBLE 


TED WEEMS 


And His Orchestra 


CHICAGO 
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MORRIS RADIO SCHOOL: 
AUDITIONS GUARANTEED 


With Harry W. Spingold in 
charge, the William Morris agency 
eontemplates opening a radio school 
in New York. Spingold will pro- 
vide a regular course of probably 
10 lessons for $25. An audition will 





-be guaranteed pupils at the finish of 


the school’s sessions. 

Spingold is in charge of the Mor- 
ris’ radio department, which 
been in operation for some time. 
The spreading radio attractiveness 
to the amateur suggested the Mor- 
ris school. It will be that rarity of 
an educational spot for radio aspir- 
ants with a wealth of showmanship 
behind it. 





‘JESSE 
CRAWFORD 
WEAF 


Sun., Mon., 
Thurs. 
11:30 P. M. 
E.S.T. 
Tues., Wed., 
Sat. 
11:15 P. M. 
ES.T. 
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Radio Unwilling Host 
Of See-and-Hear Boys 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

Increasing talk about television 
has fired amateur inventors who are 
flocking to local radio stations in 
an attempt to sell thei- mechanical 
brain children, 

None has a chance to unload any- 
thing on the stations, but they con- 
tinue to crash with blueprints and 
drawings. Many of the gadgets are 


| about as practical as a Goldberg 
cartoon invention, but a few are 
okay in theory and might work to 
some extent, 

Majority comprise ideas already 
patented elsewhere. 

Station managers usually look 


them over, as the s. m.’s are making 
a study of television and want to 
uncover possible new ideas. But, 


| so far as known, no station has paid 
out anything. 


Inventors are after 
a cash buy, not considering selling 








U.A. AIR TIEUP 


Film Firm Hooking to CBS Com- 
mercial—Half Hour Twice Weekly 








Through a tie-up with makers of 
Danderine, hair tonic, United Art- 
ists goes on the air over CBS start- 
ing Tuesday night (16). Arrange- 
ments with United Artists and Dan- 
derine were made through the co- 


band. 

Jeanette Loff, from pictures and 
now in New York, will be perma- 
nent mistress of ceremonies for the 





operation of Bob Goldstein, man- 
ager of Abe Lyman. Latter will 
lappe ar on the broadcast with his | 


| 
| 


| crease in business. 


broadcast, which under intentions; 
will be 30-minute periods two nights | 
a week. 

Plan is to draft United Artists 


stars every so often. Appearance of 
U. A. people on this ether program 
will be timed, when possible, with 





“EASY ACES” 


“Eighteen Weeks in Chicago— 
and Not a Scratch” 


WGN 


Mon. 
9 O'Clock Wed. 


Sat. ae 











MELLO CLARIONS 


INNOVATION IN RADIO 
SPONSORED BY 


BROWN SHOE COMPANY 


WJZ, Coast ‘to Coast 
8:15 P.M. Wednesdays 


DIRECTION OF 
LOUIS KATZMAN 
Lew White at Dual Organ 

















ee JOLY BILL 


‘CREAM OF WHEAT’ PROGRAM 
Every Morning Over WJZ at 7:45 
National Broadcasting Company 











EDDIE DUCHIN 


AND HIS 


LTDA, BANK CASIO 
ORCHESTRA 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 


SYSTEM 


WEDNESDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
{2:2M 5:30PM. 12:P.M. 





on a royalty basis. 

Several television stock com- 
panies have also been organized, 
with the type of invention they are 
attempting to promote usually be- 
ing two or three years out of date 


new U. A. pictures, 





Pen Hour Set 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 


} Talent lineup for the Schaefer 
| pen program, which makes its NBC 





British Pep debut Feb. 14, has again been re- 
tendon, Jan. 29 vised with H. L. Spitalny, director 
ss ¢ phe irs of the Chicago theatre orchestra, 

In March, for the first time for] now spotted to fill the same assign- 
more than a year a play will be] ment on the network show. 
broadcast on a Sunday over the Spitalny, who holds a contract for 
B.B.C. net-work. the entire series of 13 weekly pro- 

This is a direct result of the} grams, replaces Josef Kaestner, an 
efforts made by public opinion to]! NBC staff conduetor. 
put a little life into British Sab- On the initial program, besides 


| bath wireless. 

| The play, however, will only be 
an adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
‘Othello,’ lasting nearly two hours! 


the Spitalny orchestra, will be Jo- 
seph Griffin, tenor, and the Navarro 
sisters, daughters of the Panaman- 
ian consul in Chicago. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


NBC denies demanding credit for James Waters and Alfred Corn in 
the legit ‘East of Broadway,’ the denial also going for Pepsodent, adver- 
tising with ‘Rise of the Goldbergs,’ in which both play. 

Instead, it is stated, Waters told the management of ‘Broadway’ of 
the supposed credit demands, which were fulfilled by the producers, Cor- 
rection and removal of the billing of NBC and Pepsodent was then 
made, with the expenses incurred paid by Waters. 

Waters played in ‘Wonder Boy’, legit produced by Jed Harris. NBC 
was given a courtesy line in that show's program. NBC says only Ger- 
trude Berg of the radio ‘Goldbergs’ is exclusively contracted by the stu- 
dio and Pepsodent. 














San Francisco’s radio row reveals plenty of gossip about a couple of 
grafting radio execs who augment their regular salaries by ‘borrowing’ 
fives and tens from station artists. They're due for the sack from one of 
the major ’Frisco stations soon. 

Higher execs have paid little or no attention to the many kicks drift- 
ing to their ears, but within the past few weeks complaints have piled 
up to such a degree that notices are believed a cinch for the chiselers. 
Modus operandi for the grafters is to borrow as much dough and as often 
from a player as possible. If the artist kicks in regularly he’s spotted 
on good programs. If he fails to hand over, or if he should be so uncouth 
as to ask repayment, he automatically goes into the discard. 





Putting film names under contract for radio work and pledging the 
personalities not to appear gratis is being done on the quiet by an east- 
west agency, which has been grabbing a number of Hollywood players 
who are under the management of other agencies for film work. 

This list is being offered to leading network advertisers and agencies 
with bids invited. No-gratis clause in the agency agreement provides 
that the players are to turn down any broadcast invitations whether 
| from stations or their own studios. In this, the agency has been capi- 
| talizing the growing feeling among names that they will air themselves 
only for cash. 





Coast radio announcer who has spieled for some of the two-suits-for- 
$15 gimmick broadcasters, lost his station a good account with a con- 
servative department store because of too much zeal in plugging its 
merchandise. 

His copy told about $25 and $30 suits for $17.50. He made it sound 
better by saying the value was more like $80 or $100 the three piece 
which was the sort of thing the big stores have been siding with the 
Better Business Bureau in protesting. Station’s contract was cancelled. 





Bob Taplinger, CBS publicity department, spent three days in Wash- 
ington last week, acting as advance man for Kate Smith’s RKO Wash- 
ington date. 

Assignment of Taplinger to build publicity for Miss Smith is an 
example of how CBS is handling its artists who are playing vaude. CBS 
works closer with RKO on these bookings than does NBC, despite the 
latter’s affiliation with RKO. 


Chesterfield passed questionnaires to all femme employees of CBS to 
secure the reaction of women to its broadcast. Among the questions 
which the girls were asked to reply to were: ‘Do you listen regularly to 
the Music That Satisfies program?’; ‘How do you like Alexander Grey's 
singing?’, and ‘What is your reaction to the orchestral part of the 
program?’ 


Station WEW, owned by St. Louis University, is now broadcasting a 
weckly review of current pictures at St. Louis theatres. Criticisms go 


on Sunday afternoons. 
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NBC Chicago Time Income Jumped = 
65% in 1931; Net $5,700,000; 
Claim No Profit on Bookings 





Cl Feb. 8, 


ind 


1icago, 

division 
with a 65% in-| 
With discounts | 


NBC's 


the 


ch wo 


ago 


up past 


yt ar 


deducted, the local branch drew 
ifrom time-selling alone an income | 
of $5,700,000 during 1931, while the} 
net take for the previous year | 
tallied $3,700,000. 

Although the network’s artists 
service here has been opcrating 
against stiff sclling competition 


i from indie booking sources and was 





frozen out on many big money pro- 
grams by these outsiders, the books 
for the year show a local turnover 
of $1,120,000 for talent. Figure 
combines the income from program 





placements, hotel and cafe band 
bookings and concert and club 
dates, with the artists service bu- 


reau collecting just about enough 
commission from all sources to give 
it an even break for 1931. 

Network reported as not disap- 
pointed at this phase of the show- 
ing. When the booking office here 
changed managers last May it was 
already over $20,000 in the red, due 
to a load of guarantee band com- 
mitments and the losses these dance 
combos were taking on one-night 
stands. Bureau now has only one 
name band under contract and is 
operating from the orchestra angle 
under one of those verbal agree- 
ments with the Kennaway booking 
office. 

NBC studios here are shooting 
32.4% of all the network’s programs, 
with the current schedule showing 
an increase of 60% over the num- 
ber of programs originating from 
Chicago a year ago. In exact fig- 





Razor Account Will 
Feature Belle Baker 


American Safety Razor goes 
the air March 13 with CBS for 
weeks. Period will be on Sunday 
nights for 30 minutes. 

Although the other talent has not 
been set, Belle Baker will be fea- 
tured. Miss Baker auditioned for 
the account last week. Booking 
will be direct. 

Miss Baker was until recently 
with NBC for ‘guest star’ work and 
on suStainings. 


on 


" 
26 


P. A. TURNS ACTOR 
San Francisco, Feb. 8. 
Ralph Clark, press agent for 
KFRC, local spoke of CBS, succeeds | 
Monroe Upton, who shifted to NBC} 
as producer, actor and writer. 
Clark’s a former newspaperman. 


BERNIE FROM FLORIDA 
With Ben Bernie vacationing this 
week in Miami, he will go on his 
regular commercial broadcast 
(CBS) with Ozzie Nelson's band 
from the resort. 











ALICE JOY’S SHORT 


Alice Joy will make her first talk- 
ing short for Paramount at Astoria 
this week. 

Miss Joy 
list. 


on the NBC contract 





Van Heusen on Again 


Van Heusen returns to radio, CBS, 
March 23, after being off the air 
since spring. It will mark the | 
fourth time this account has been | 
on and off the ether. Commercial 
hasn’t picked its program yet. 

Van Heusen will replace the Vi- 
tality, which will end 42 weeks with 
CBS, 





Alligator’s 13 Discs 
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Net 
to $660; 
same month the jy 
$365,000. 

Network’s biggest month last 
year from the Chicago source ob- 
tained in December, when the net 
billings for time totaled $650,000, 
while the year’s low prevailed in 


00 


ear 


| February, $337,000. 


1 BIG SHOW 


OF THE AIR/ 


pATON DOWyEy 


TONY WONS 
JACQUES RENARD 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 















COLUMBIA 
NETWORK » 




















| 
| 





Chicago, Feb. &. 
Another 13-week series of wax | 





platters has been finished by Alli- | 
ator Raincoat. Ted Weems band, 
which did the recordings last year, | 
is On again currently. : 





The Voice You Love 
to Hear 


VAUGHN 
DE LEATH 


Radio’s Friendly Singer 
of Friendly Songs _ 
Columbia Broadcasting System 


Now Appearing in Person 
in RKO Theatres 














LP MmNE ALBERT 
JT DERM GIRL 








LUCAS 


“The Troubadour” 


Crooning 
of 


Talking Pictures, Radio, Records and 
Vaudeville 
Headlining the Opening of 


RKO - ORPHEUM 


DENVER, FEB. lith 

















EDDIE and RALPH 


OPENING RKO ROUTE—PROCTOR’S NEWARK—WEEK FEB. 13th 


“SISTERS oj the SKILLET” 
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‘THE DINGLEBENDERS’ 
Kolb and Dill 
COMMERCIAL 

KPO, San Francisco 

After 34 years of dialecting 
around the country, Clarence Kolb 
and Max Dill have gone radio with 
Gilmore Oil Co. for 52 weeks of a 
thrice weekly serial presentation. 
Goes over the NBC coast network 
as ‘The Dinglebenders’. 

Kolb and Dill reported drawing 
$1,000 a week for the broadcasts. 
Gilmore has tossed in an additional 
budget for stipplementary talent in 
the series. This grand a week is}! 
net, no commission going to anj 
advertising agency. 

Dialect serial is an idea Kolb has 
had for number of months, during 
which time he has been in compara- 
tive retirement at his home down 
the country from ’Frisco. He has 
been trying to peddle it to various 
concerns for some time, originally | 
asking $1,500. 

It is reportec that Dill is working 
on a straight salary with bulk going 
to Kolb. This is an arrangement 
previously worked out by K. and D. 
about a year ago when they last 
played a local legit house in ‘Apron 
Strings.’ 

‘The Dinglebenders’ is a_ serial 
penned by the team in collaboration 
with John Eugene Hasty, local ra- 
dio writer and former newsman. 
‘Dinglebenders’ are Kolb and Dill, 
a couple of small California town 
storekeepers. Later on in the story 
they will adopt a baby with re- 
sultant complications to ensue. 

NBC and Gilmore got together 
for a smash beginning for the team. 
Considerable publicity, advertising 
and exploitation out on the pro- 
gram, plugging heavily the Kolb 
and Dill name, which is still plenty 
good around here, particularly with 
the oldsters. As an added touch 
Governor Rolph introduced the di- 
alecticians, talking about four min- 
utes and working in a poem about 





‘how we love Kolb and Dill’ that 
was rather silly and certainly not 
in keeping with Rolph’s dignity. 


Don E. Gilman, NBC v. p. and coast 
prexy, introduced Rolph. 

What program needs is a better 
musical introduction than the pres- 
ent organ opening, just a few bars 
of indistinguishable music that con- 
vey no impression. Much better to 
use, say, a German band, with a 
theme that would identify. 

As mike artists Kolb and Dill 
registered, the contrast in voices 
definitely and easily identifying 
each. Opening episode took no 
chances with new gags, but relied 
on some of the tried and true ma- 
terial. Understood that future chap- 
ters won't have so much gagging, 
but will center more on story. 

Only other character in the open- 
ing episode was a girl, Ruth Matti- 
son, who capably handled a small 
part. Commercial announcements 
by Charles MacAlister with a pip of 
a voice. Length of Rolph’s intro 
forced K. and D to speed up their 
stuff and there wasn't time for 
MacAlister to get in a complete 
closing plug for Gilmore. Program 
on 8:30 to 8:45 p. m., following 
Prince Albert on the network, 

Signing of Kolb and Dill will mean 
junking of the Gilmore Circus, NBC 
variety hour emanating from the 
Los Angeles studios. It was on for 
four years. 


DR. PRESTON BRADLEY 
Topical Talks 
COMMERCIAL 

WMAQ, Chicago 

Radio has run the gamut of every- 
thing from star gazers to medical 
advisors, but this is the first time a 
clergyman, and one so well known 
as Dr. Bradley, has been put on 
to sell groceries. Sprague-Warner 
Products Co. is the sponsor. 

Bradley originally made his air 
debut over WBBM, doing his talks 
from People’s Church, with which he 
has been identified for years. This 
new commercial arrangement is 
something different for him. Broad- 
casting from the studio, Dr. Brad- 
ley divides his half hour with a 
straight topical talk the first 15 
minutes and answering questions 
the last half. Quizzes are written 
and phoned in, with the minister re- 
plying to the first five in order, or 
as many as time will allow. Ques- 
tions vary from domestic ones to 
national affairs and sometimes pro- 
vide a laugh, but Dr. Bradley is a 
good showman. Bradley’s personal 
following throughout this sector is 
to be taken into account, and that 
runs into the thousands. Essen- 
tially the sponsors are reaching out 
for the middle-aged behind the 
pocketbook that buys the groceries, 
with whom the clerical name figures 
more specifically as a draw, and the 
flock of queries received weekly in- 
dicates that the program is clicking 
easily in that direction. Span. 


TONE SKETCHES 
Sustaining 
WAPI, Birmingham 

Fifteen 1inutes that click. Three 
men are the principals, pianist, 
xylophonist and tenor. On every 
afternoon. 

Bits of popular and semi-popular 
songs are played. On program 
caught no continuity was prepared 
and the players did pretty much 
what they wanted to. All through 
the program there was plenty of in- 
side chatter about things around the 
studio. 

The xylophone player and pianist 





ROMANCE TIME 
Playlets 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 


Radio stations are not booked like 
vaudeville bills; very little atten- 
tion is paid to the aspects of va- 
riety. it is a common occurrence 
in listening to one radio station to 
catch three musical periods in suc- 
cession, or three talking sessions. 
This sort of haphazard arrange- 
ment, With only the element of time 


; considered, has the tendency of 
| forcing the listener to jump from 
one station te the other in search 


of the necessary qualities of variety. 

This is one of the great handicaps 
to this Romance Time 15-minute 
session. It follows the ‘With Can- 
ada’s Mounted’ on the same station. 


The ‘Mounted’ program runs for 30 
minutes of thriller-type story-tell- 
ing. At the end of that period the 


listener is 
after having 
nerves in following the 
the little drama. 

But the station has evidently paid 
no attention to that need for di- 
versity. For immediately following 
those hectic 30 minutes, come 15 
more minutes of more thriller talk. 
It puts the program in question at 
a Lad disadvantage from the open- 
ing gun, 
Interlude, 


relaxation 
ears and 
course of 


ready for 
strained his 


paid for by the Hess 
Witch Hazel cream company, be- 
longs to the lesser grade of radio 
programs. Story is regularly dedi- 
cated to ‘lovers throughout the 
world,’ but the stories of love here 
are not of moonlight and roses, but 
of jealousy, murder, court-rooms: 
it is blood-and-thunder love, not 
romantic cooing. 

Writing throughout is of the dime 
novel sort, with no finesse, polish 
or subtlety. The attempts at the 
‘surprise’ endings are usually so 


childish as to be snickers. Fr’in- 
stance, one of the sessions Cealt 
with an ap,arent murder, which 


had been viewed through a window 
by the person who is telling the 
story. At the end, in explaining the 
murder, it turns out that the prin- 
cipals in the drama were merely 
rehearsing for a play to be given at 
the next church social. It evidences 
the little effort giving to the scen- 
ario itself. And until the grade of 
writing and imagination improves, 


this program is going to wander 
along in the woods of cheaper 
sessions. Gold. 


RUSSELL KOCH 


Xylophonist 
Sustaining 
WFAA, Dallas 

Being only publicly known xylo- 
phonist in this hive, tells a lot 
about this program, but the lad 
rates ace among studio entertain- 
ers at that. On only once a week, 
Saturday night, and only 15 mins. 
then. Spot could easily hold ’em 
30 min. 

Tunes vary from clinkety pops 


to the organ-effect stuff, evidencing 
plenty of vitality on the mallet end. 
Kind of music a feller likes for that 
quiet evening at home, if any. 
Which probably accounts for ma- 
jority of requests running along the 
sentimental line. 

Koch started with WFAA when 
radio was a novelty around here. 
He’s one of the few old timers to 
survive the network competish. 
Mebbe it’s because there’s no chat- 





ter and no dentist to see twice a 
year. Rudy. 
NIGHT COURT 
Sketch 
Sustaining 
WCFL, Chicago 

The old burlesque ‘Irish Justice’ 


idea revamped and etherized. Too 
bad this night court theme couldn't 
be put on a more elaborate scale, 
with smart material. What they’re 
doing now is simply-tearing out 
leaves from Joe Miller's anthology. 

Night court thing allows for full 
play and a lot of funny situations. 
Prisoners brought before the docket 
state their case and wind up with a 
blackout gag delivered by the droll- 
speaking judge. ° Some day radio 
will fall over an old burlesque script, 
clean it up and think it discovered 
something new. 

Meanwhile this one goes on every 
night but Sunday, with everything 
oke as long as the mothballs last. 

Program directed by Helen 
Lochre. Span. 


BOB FRENCH 


News 
WCAH, Columbus : 

French takes the air six days a 
week at noon for the Columbus ‘Dis- 
patch’ in a news broadcast. Pre- 
sents new of the day as carried on 
A. P. and INS wires, together with 
major local events, and winds up 
each broadcast with a breezy line of 
chatter equal to the best for humor- 
ous content. French, who is public 
relations manager for the paper, also 
goes into various co1.test proposi- 
tions over the ether during his news 
broadcast, and results have been 
better than anticipated. 

Program is well rounded out and 
contains oddities as well as straight 
news, with some flash and bulletin 
presentation when needed. Broad- 
cast takes place from a room in the 
paper's building, and is handled by 
remote control. French also does 





stand out with their pop numbers. 


special broadcasts of athletic events. 


‘REAL FOLKS’ 
Serial 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

Last year the Chesbrough vase- 
line company had the ‘Real Folks’ 
title and serial for its program. 
Present series over CBS is under 
the pay-check of the Log Cabin 
syrup division of General Foods. 

This is another one of the long, 
long list of rural and country-town 
serials. The films long ago aban- 
doned the crossroads for the more 
modern penthouse and speakeasy. 
By the time radio gets to the speak 
cycle, the films will probably be 
back to the old homestead and 
mortgage theme. However, the 30- 
minute length of this broadcast is 
something of an infrequent item; 
most serials of this sort are con- 
tent with 15-minute interludes. 

Idea behind the program, the 
writing and the method, present 
nothing out of the ordinary to radio 
tuner-inners. They've heard many 
sessions almost identical in style, 
and will probably hear more. The 
characters are all quite plainly 
stamped, the comedy lines come 
just when expected; and the writ- 
ing is of that homey and general- 
storish radio flavor that’s accepted 
by listeners generally as genuine 
and ‘real folks.’ The crux of the 
story here and at present concerns 


the village inventor who's turned 
out a new kind of radio-manipu- 
lated aeroglider-gyro. 


But the story is of minor impor- 
tance when compared to a new 
stunt pulled at a program caught. 
At this session there was a cele- 
bration at the town hall in honor 
of the village inventor. During the 


musical part of the festival, a 
stranger ambles in. He's passing 


through and out of gas. His voice 
is recognized and he’s asked if he’s 
not Singing Sam, The stranger ad- 
mits it and in reply to a request 
sings a song, a song about an air- 


plane, which is in line with the 
story. And in repayment for the 
song, the village band plays the 


Barbasol theme-song, though at no 
time is Barbasol mentioned. 

The entire sequence takes but a 
minute or so, but in it there’s the 
beginning of a new idea in radio; 
this inclusion, as a strict surprise, 
of a well-known radio name asso- 


ciated with an entirely separate 
program. , 
If the spirit of reciprocity in- 


creases, this may become a stand- 
ard and successful scheme. In par- 
ticular, this idea could be worked 
easily in cases where one master 
company has several subsidiary 
programs on the air. Thus, Stand- 
ard Brands, General Motors, Ameri- 
can Tobacco and many others. 
which have more than one pro- 
gram, may bring two or more of 
their entertainers in for one broad- 
cast, Gold. 


EDDIE SOUTH 
Violin and Orchestra 
Sustaining 

WIBO, Chicago 

This was South’s first air hookup, 
through the Ch Rubaiyat, where 
he holds forth nightly. Billing him- 
self as the ‘Darr Angel of the Vio- 
lin,” South handles the bow promi- 
nently, with the orchestra in back 
of him meaningless without that. 

During his three years abroad 
this colored chap has picked up and 
perfected a continental style that 
takes him out of the average class. 
But he should stick to that type of 
music, instead of falling into pop 
channels and the easiest way. As a 
fiddle virtuoso South reminds 
strongly of the familiar Rubinoff 
manner in making the instrument 
talk. But the colored boy has a lot 
to learn yet, and when he does he'll 
get ahead. 

South should realize there are 
bushels full of musicians around 
doing the regulation stuff. Unless 
he gets away from the beaten path 
he'll never get started. For a theme 
number South has a catchy Hun- 
garian gypsy tune that wili attract 
attention, but he fails to follow up 
with the same type of numbers. An 
excellent musician who knows a lot 
of tricks, South should get himself 
a rep on the air in time. Span. 


WGN VARIETY PROGRAM 
Vocal and Musical 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 
Melange of everything in general 
and nothing in particular tabs this 


new effort of WGN to give its 
listeners something different and 


interesting, 
on paper. 

What the program really amounts 
to is a hodge-podge of singing and 
orchestral tunes, shuffled in a 
makeshift manner. Probably the 
experiment originally was to get 
some sort of reaction between 
classical and pop stuff, but neither 
sounded so hot. 

Studio combo 


Probably looked better 


leads off with a 


selection, followed by Lawrence 
Salerno, baritone, in an operatic 
air. Del Owen and Allan Grant 


double on pianos for a rag version 
of Rachmaninoff’s Prelude, with 
Tom, Dick and Harry, studio stand- 
by, picking up a harmony arrange- 
ment on ‘Fiesta.’ 

Same routine, starting from the 
orchestra again, concludes a half 
hour easily forgotten. Idea behind 





a variety program is good, but 
;}needs much more attention than 
' given to this initial one. Span. 





RADIO REPORTS 


BARNSDALL MUSICAL 

MEMORIES 
Musicale 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

Plugging itself the ‘world’s first 
oil refiner,’ Barnsdall hits the ether 
once weekly over the Columbia web, 
bringing to the supper period 39 
minutes of music by orchestra and 
larynx. 

Program throughout stresses that 
pioneering aspect of the firm. This 
angle is pounded away at the lis- 
tening ear by the careful selection 
of dated songs and the bits of 
early century history spliced in be- 
tween numbers, 

Tunes are of that era 
nation’s history known 
mauve decade, but takes 


of this 
as the 
in much 


area beyond that 10 year stretch, 
both fore and aft. These melodies 
have a certain sentimental advan- 


tage from the jump that garbs this 
session with a coating of color and 
quiet distinction. 

The orchestrations of the songs 
themselves are melodic; they're 
played well, though with no frills. 
The vocal bits are sung neatly by 
a male quartet, who fit into the 
picture of the early century nicely, 
for their singing is staid and stolid 
and serious. Not a boop-a-doop 
or a hot-cha in a set of kilocycles. 

Session, from all aspects, looks a 


cinch on the entertainment end. It 
arrives at dusk when the home 
folks are gathered around, in that 
sudden lull between the energy of 


the day and the social urge of the 
night. This, of all times, is when 
the population is in the mood for 
quiet and sentimental melodies. 
The program fits. Gold. 


‘DRESS REHEARSAL’ 

With Edward Davies, Alice Mock 
Orchestra, Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 


This musical period, paid for by 
the Household Finance Company, is 
promoted by the thread of a script 
running through and the idea be- 
hind it. Each period is supposed to 
be a rehearsal for a forthcoming 
performance. Last week’s was for 
a concert, 

Running through the musical side 
of the broadcast, which predomi- 
nates and is the feature of the pe- 


riod, is a sort of story regarding 
the three main characters. They 
are the soprano, Alice Mock; bari- 


tone, Edward Davies, and the or- 
chestra leader, Frank Laird Waller. 
The two singers, as heard on this 
broadcast, received an offer from a 
picture company, but did not want 
to leave the orchestra leader, who 
trained them both. There is also 
a romance between the two singers. 

Waller uses a heavy Dutch ac- 
cent. Davies puts on a thick Ital- 
ian dialect. But when the latter 
goes into his songs the dialect is 
forgotten. Either this is done in- 
tentionally for better delivery of the 
lyrics or two men are uscd, one for 
the talk and the other for the songs. 
Either way it’s a bit puzzling to a 
listener, 

The musical part of the broadcast 
is nicely diversified between class- 
ical and standard airs, Orchestra 
good. Both Miss Mock and Davies 
possess fine voices, with Miss Mock 
coming through the loud speaker 
quite smoothly for a soprano, 


Spotted in the center of the pe- 
riod is a commercial talk in inter- 
view form regarding the sponsor. 
This is supposed to occur while the 
orchestra is having an intermission. 





‘TO THE LADIES’ 
With Tito Guizar, Leon Belasco’s 
Orch, 
Songs 
COMMERCIAL 
ABC, New York 


Too commercialized for a 15-min- 
ute broadcast. Staged by Woodbury, 
the period is rampant with plugs, 
either direct or by innuendo through 
the constant means of dedicating all 
numbers with the words ‘to you, 
beautiful lady.’ 

Men won't hang onto a program 
of this nature for any length of time. 
Since this product is strictly for 
women, the lack of male interest 
may not worry the advertisers. And 
it'll probably give more than one 
femme a kick to hear ‘to you, beau- 
tiful lady.’ 

Guizar is a Spanish youth who 
has been on the air, both WOR and 
the CBS network, for some time. He 
has a pleasant tenor voice, with a 
noticeable Spanish accent. The 
sponsor probably figured the accent 
would be considered romantic. 

Guizar was spotted for two num- 
bers, one ‘Peanut Vendor,’ which he 
rendered in Spanish, and the other 
the pop, ‘Home.’ Appears more at 
home with the former, possibly due 
to difficulty with the correct pro- 
nunciation of the lyrics. During the 
first tune Guizar accompanied him- 
self on the guitar. 


Leon Belasco’s orchestra is given 
the major part of the time with 
short numbers. Titles are an- 


nounced after each instead of after 


group selections, as is prevalent. 
Orchestra is smooth and renders 
well. 


A woman introduced as Jeanette 
Parker, announced as an authority 
on beauty, was spotted around the 
middle of the broadeast and went 
through a lengthy commercial talk. 


=== 
SWIFT GARDEN PARTY 

Tito Schipa 

Songs 

COMMERCIAL 

WMAQ, Chicago 

This is a seasonal series of pros 
grams for the good of one of th 
Swift company’s many by-productee 
the Vigoro fertilizer, Each mids 
winter about this time Swift baa 
gins priming the public's mind ton 
the spring garden planting, This 
is its second season on the ether, 
at present for 15 weeks, which will 
take the program right into the 
heart of the rake-and-hoe epidemig, 

The ultimate public, Swift doubte 
less surmises, is a rather Well-to< 
do, own-your-own-home, more ing 
telligent portion of ‘the population, 
If associated with big towns, they 
live in the suburbs, and have a 
garden. Or at least space where a 
garden should be, if they could only 
get rid of those weeds and get the 
kids to stop using it as a foothballe 
baseball-hockey field. 

Their public is almost identica] 
with that group being appealed tag 
by the Davey Tree program, which 
also gets underway at this time 
each year for a hunk of pre-seasone 
al ether-plugging. The Davey seg« 
sion gives ’em 60 minutes of con« 
cert music and semi-classical voe 
calizing. In between there's a talle 
on trees, their history and future, 
by Martin L. Davey himself. Only 
folks with ample coin can be con- 
cert-musiked out of a couple of 
hundred shekels to have a tree 
pruned prettily. 

And the Swift-Vigoro idea is al]. 
most identical in group appeal and 
method. This interlude is a 80<« 
minute affair. There is much of 
the so-called better-class music, 
spliced in middle by a short dise 
cussion on how to beautify your 
lawn by the Master Gardener. 

Swift has lined up a staff 
mainlights from the operatic and 
concert field for its entertainers, 
Besides Schipa, there are John 
Charles Thomas, Richard Bonnelli, 
Claudia Muzio, Marian Anderson, 
George Meador, Mario Chamlee, Ate 
tilio saggiore, Everett Marshall, 
Dennis King. One a week. 

Schipa, in the initial fertilizer 
broadcast, came over the transmite 
ters like an operatic duke. He 
spread his talents over a variety of 
pleasing tunes, from pop ditties to 
the higher operatics, though in the 
latter area he veered distinctly 
away from the too heavy melodies, 
As examples, for the pop number he 
warbled, ‘When You're in Love’; 
while from ‘Rigoletto’ he tonsilled 
the gayer pieces, ‘La Donna e Moe 
bile.’ Schipa, like the others on the 
Vigoro Plant Food course, has a 
name, and likely to have a certain 
audience watching the clock. 

The Master Gardener, as_ he’s 
labelled, is okay and to the point, 
though many of the listeners may 
consider him strictly an interloper 
as a camouflaged saies spieler. This 


of 


slight antagonistic feeling could 
possibly be removed if the ane 


nouncer would establish the Gare 
dener as a necessary intermission 
while the singer was resting his. 
pipes. Gold. 


SAN FELICE SERENADE 
With Bob Nolan 

Orchestra and Vocal 
COMMERCIAL 

WENR, Chicago 

With San Felice the first cigar 
account on NBC in about a year 
the type of entertainment on this 
program is dubious as far as ine 
teresting the average smoker. So 
far CBS appears to have the edge 
by a mile over its sister chain in 
exploiting heater accounts. For exe 
ample ‘La Palina’ has Kate Smith; 
‘Cremo’ Bing Crosby. In Beh Nolan 
the San Felice company has an 
m.c. with theatre experience and 
doubtless showmanship, but he 
can’t do the job alone. 

From what is known of Nolan 
his experience appears to be wide 
and varied. Besides his radio work 
for a number of years Nolan at 
one time was at the Fisher, De- 
troit, as stage m.c. and stayed: for 
more than a year. Proposition 
Nolan is up against now is some- 
thing different. With two 15 minuté 
periods a week, he has to give it 
io ’em fast and snappy and create 
an impression at the same time. 

On the initial broadcast Nolan 
worked fast but that’s about all 
that happened. An 11-piece orches- 
tra behind him was all the support 
forthcoming. Between sending in 
the plug and vocalizing pop sonss 
Nolan is not starting anything new 
with a limerick contest. Instead of 
the jingle thing it would be a better 


idea to get some talent on this 
program and sell it on merits. 
Span. 


HOT CLINKER STRING BAND 
Hillbilly 
Sustaining 
WRR, Dallas 

In a town where old fiddlers’ con- 
tests still draw, no station's line-upP 
complete without a hillbilly num- 
ber. This one manages to stay out 
of the sleep tonic class, with con- 
siderable emphasis on the ‘hot.’ 
Boys rig up enough noise for 4 
college band, mixing in a coupla 
jazz tunes mit gusto. Some bird, 
billed as ‘Dallas Joy Boy.’ breaks 
in for some of those Ozark lullabies. 
evidently for sake of variety. Which 





is What the band needs plenty ot 
A little muffling would help re- 
ception. Rudy 
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MUSIC—NITE CLUBS 


VARIETY 33 








$7,500 Overhead 


Too Strong for 
A 9 O'clock Town 


Syracuse, Feb. 8, 
Cafe Dewitt, Syracuse’s palatial 
$300,000 night club erected and 
opened last fall by Julian S. Brown, 
then lessee of the Dewitt theatre, 
closed its doors Saturday (6) a 
costly flop. Closing order was given 





by receivers for Brown and the De- 


witt Development Corp., after ef- 
forts to keep the night club open 
by reducing the overhead had 
failed. 


When first opened, the place had 
a weekly operating cost of $7,500, 
too much for this nine o’clock town. 
What will happen to the property 
is unknown. 

Hands of the three receivers of 
the Development Corporation and 
Brown, who inherited more than a 


10c Guild Forms Reg. 
Priced Firm on Side 


Song Hit Guild, 10c sheet music 
publisher, has started a new subsid- 
iary which will publish popular 
music at regular prices. New com- 
pany is called the Majestic Music 
and will sell its sheet music for 
1644c wholsale. 

Majestic will be operated from the 
Guild office, with Ruby Cowan in 
charge. 

Majestic’s songs will be distributed 
through the regular channels, with 
no connection with American News, 
which handles the Guild’s 10c music. 





million from his father’s estate, are 
so tied that they are unable to sel! 
any of the real estate 
unsettled dower rights claimed by 
both Mrs. Ethel Listman Brown, 
first wife and Mrs. Margaret Hanna 
srown, second wife. An action 
pending by the first Mrs. Brown to 
void her husband’s second mar- 


is 





riage on the claim it is illegal. 
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Famous Music Corp. 
CURRENT HITS 


“When We're Alone” 
(Penthouse Serenade) 


“Who's Your Little Who-Zis” 


“Rain on the Roof” 


“Tired” 


Shortly to be released, 3 hit songs from 
Maurice Chevalier’s Paramount— 
“One Hour With You’’ 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
719-7th Ave., New York 





Variety In Hits 
“Devil and Deep Blue Sea” 
“You Rascal, You” 
“Twenty-One Years” 
“Bells of Avalon’’ 
“Wrong Number” 
“Blues in My Heart’ 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
150 W. 46th St., New York 








Remick Hits 
“CAN'T WE TALK IT OVER?” 


“THE MORE YOU HURT ME” 


“WHERE THE LILIES OF THE 
VALLEY GROW” 


“WHY DID IT HAVE TO 
BE ME?” 


“TOO LATE” 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1657 Broadway, New York 








“Kiss Me Good Night” 
“When Nobody Else Is 
Around” 
“Where the Blue of the 
Night” 

“How Can You Say You 
Love Me” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 














IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


“All of Me” 
“By the Sycamore Tree” 


<f— 
Irving Berlin's Latest 
“lll Miss You in the Evening” 


+ + 
“| Wanna Count Sheep Till the 
Cows Come Home” 
“Time Alone Will Tell” 


European Sensation—“Strangers” 


1607 Broadway, New York 





Witmarks-Hitmarks 
“Was That the Human 
Thing to Do?” 
“Put That Sun Back in 
the Sky” 

“By a Rippling Stream” 
“Where Were You Last 
Night?” 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1657 Broadway, New York 














HARM’S HITS 


“What a Life” 

“As Time Goes By” 
“Dancing on the Ceiling” 
“I Don’t Suppose” 
“Goopy Geer” 


PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 
1657 Broadway, New York 











122,000,000 Birthdays in U. S. 
Annually 


“Another Candle on Your 

Birthday Cake” 

Always a Request, Only Number 
Suitable for This Occasion 


“Time on My Hands” 
| “Two Loves” 


MILLER MUSIC, Inc. 
62 W. 45th St., New York 


because of] 








“Let That Be a Lesson 
to You” 


OLMAN Music Corp. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








cae 





“Oh What a Thrill” 
“Shadows on the Window’ 
“My Little Swanee Sue” 
“Waitz Me to Sleep in 
Your Arms” 


Davis, Coots & Engel, inc. 


, 





“AUF WIEDERSEHEN MY DEAR” 
“SING A NEW SONG” 

| “YOU'RE FOOLIN’ YOURSELF 

| (When You Try to Fool Me)” 
“I'M LOST WITHOUT YOU, SALLY” 


“THERE'S A MILLION WAYS TO 
SAY I LOVE YOL” 


“ONE LITTLE QUARREL” 
“TELL ME WITH A LOVE SONG” 


, AGER, YELLEN & BORNSTEIN, 


INC. 
745 7th Ave., New York 





719-7th Ave.. New York 




















GROFE CONCERT 


Ferde Grofe, arranger for Paul 
Whiteman fer 15 years, and who 
has also done his share of compos- 
ing, made his debut as an orchestra 
director Sunday night (7)at a cross 
between a benent for the unem- 
ployed musicians and a publicity 
affair for himself. It took place at 
the Manhattan Theatre, New York. 

Concert was under auspices of 
CBS which put the orchestra of 70 
pieces on the air from 10:45 to 
11:30. CBS also supplied eight of 
iis name artists for the benefit. 
These were Vaughn De Leath, Bar- 
bara Maurel, Mills Brothers, Ar- 
thur Jarret, Arthur Tracy (‘Street 
Singer’), Boswell Sisters, Alex- 
ander Gray and Morton Downey. 

None of the radio singers but 
Gray, dared to vocal without 
aid of the microphone which 
hooked to amplifying horns. 

lous in view of the size of 
house. Barbara Maurel’s first 
rumber, an aria from ‘Carmen’ was 
sung without the aid of amplifica- 
tion, but her second was warbled 
into the mike. Gray got immedi- 
ate audience reaction by delivering 
both his numbers away from the 
mike, 

The others, ran for the mike be- 
fore starting to sing. That device 
covers up plenty, particularly the 
radio singers’ fear of gestures and 


one, 
the 

was 
Ridiey 


the 


lack of stage personality. Looks 
like many of the radio people are 
in the same boat as film actors 
when they get in front of foot- 


lights, though there’s no reason for 
people like Downey and “Tracy 
hugging a mike unless they’ve lost 
confidence without it. Tracy in- 
cidentally, built himself up with a 
signature song off stage opening 
which smacked strictly small time 
and out of place at a benefit. 

Of the 70 musicians in Grofe’s 
orchestra about 15 of them had 
previously played for Whiteman. 
Many of them are well known or- 
chestra leaders. During the week 
before the concert the entire en- 
semble rehearsed nightly from mid- 
night until 4 or 6 a. m. Grofe highly 
regarded in musical circles. 

First half of the concert was 
opened by the orchestra with ‘Me- 
tropolis,’ Grofe’s own composition. 
One of the movement from Grofe’s 
‘Three Shades of Blue’ followed. 
Subsequently the orchestral num- 
bers during the first part of the 
concert were a Gro*fe arrangement 
cc: ‘My Old Kentucky Home,’ part 
of his ‘Mississippi’ and Grofe’s new 
musical tribute to Knute Rockne, 
an interesting work with a tingle 
in it. 

Orchestra hardly got an even 
break acoustically, arrangement of 
the men, on a flat stage, muffling 
the varicus sections and throwing 
the singers off tonal balance due to 
the voice amplification. 

Attendance was good with about 
$2.500 grossed for the benefit of the 
unemployed musicians of Local 802 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians. 

Grofe’s intent for the future -; 
his own orchestra for dance, radio 
and concert work. He remains an 
outstanding arranger for this type 
of orchestra, 


Union Bans 2 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 


Both Griff Morris’ band and Fred 
Kohler, Jr., its local booker, have 
been blacklisted by the musicians’ 
union, according to officials, for ac- 
cepting a date at Otto Wille’s de- 
funct Music Box under scale. 

Morris denies having played at 
Wille’s spot for coffee and cakes 
during dull period, but local union 
is said to have cut him off its mem- 
bership Hist. Morris’ band, due to 
open at Shadyside Gardens last 
week, was cancelled, then was 
scheduled again for Feb. 6. 

Griff is planning to go on a WJAY 
program, despite union ban, 








Warren-Goldman Off 


Charlie Warren and Mack Gold- 
man's proposed publishing partner- 
ship has been called off. Warren 
will go with Jack Yellen, who will 
shortly open his own publishing 
firm, and Goldman with Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble. Latter replaces 
Elmore White as pro. mgr. for Don- 
aldson., 

Warren and Goldman were with 
Remick until Witmark combined 
the personel of the two offices. 


BANDS’ DISC SWITCHES 
Guy Lombardo’s orchestra, switch- 
ing from a Columbia to a Victor 


| recording contract, starts recording 


for the latter this week. 
Jack Denny’s band has also 
switched, going to Victor from 


Zyunswick,. 





Parks to Seattle 

Seattle, Feb. 8. 
Francis Parks, organist 
from United Artists theatre, Chi- 
ago, opens at Orpheum Feb. 19. 
sus McClelland, known 
in radio as ‘Uncle Henry.’ 


Hienry 


Succeeds 


Composer-Publishers Informal 


Mee 








ings End with Many Points 


Still Unsettled—Legislation Hinted 





SAM STEPT’S BUY 


Takes 50% of Freed & Powers— 
Will Change Title 


Sam Stept has secured a 50% in- 
terest in the firm of Freed & Pow- 
ers, Name of the firm will be 
changed shortly to Stept & Powers, 
as Arthu! lI reed's interest was 
bought out some time ago by Dick 


Powers. Latter and now 
hold an equal interest, 

Stept, last under a songwriting 
contract to Warner, will handle the 
professional end of the firm and 
also write songs. Eddie Kelly, Chi- 
cago rep, will be brought into New 
York nex+ week. Arch Stiller will 
replace Kelly im Chicago. 


Stept 


-_-~ > —_ 


Copyright Hearings 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

Patents Comnittee of the House 
of Representatives is holding copy- 
right hearings with a view to pre- 
senting a bill which will meet with 
as little opposition as _ possible. 
Hearings are scheduled to be held 
on the music side of copyright Feb. 
12 and 15, 

It is expected the Music Publish- 
ers’ Protective Association, Song- 
writers’ Protective Association and 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers will be rep- 
resented at the hearings. 





Spitalny Suing Amer. 
Dise for Using Name 


Phil Spitalny has started action 
against American Record for $100,- 
000 damages on the grounds that 
the disc company placed his name 
on a which did not 
make, 

Spitalny, under an exclusive con- 
tract to Durium records, avers 
through his attorney, Abe Berman, 
that American Record issued two 
makes of discs with the song, ‘Good 
Night Sweetheart,’ and used his 
name as the recording band. Leader 
says he did not record that song, 
nor did he give permission to the 
American Record to use his name. 

Two discs issued by the Ameri- 
can Record with Spitalny credited 
as recorder of ‘Good Night Sweet- 
heart’ are Romeo, manufactured for 
the S. H, Cliff stores, and Perfect. 
Former sells for 25c. and the lat- 
ter three for $1. 

On the back of the Perfect rec- 
ord was a song titled, ‘Kiss Me 
Good Night, Not Good-bye,’ which 
Spitalny recorded, Band leader 
claims the use of his name damaged 
his standing with Durium inasmuch 
as his first release for the latter 
was the same song. 


recording he 


ee 


Morris on Soc. Board 


suddy Morris, head of the War- 
ner publishers, has been elected a 
member of the board of directors 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers as 
successor to Joe Keit. 

On the songwriters’ board of di- 
rectors of the society, Jerome Kern 
was elected to fill the place for- 
merly held by Raymond Hubbell. 
Hubbell becomes the first honorary 
member of the board for life. 


HEALY HEADS FLOOR TROUPE 

New show opening at the Para- 
mount Grill, New York, Wednes- 
day (10) will be headed by Dan 
Healy, who replaces George Givot 
as m. e. on the hotel floor. 

Peppino and Rhoda, Gertrude 
Niesen and George Tapps are the 
acts, with the chorus and Snooks’ 
tamblers (band) holding over, 


SEARCH FOR PIANIST 
Oswego, N. Y., Feb. 8. 

Local police have been requested 
to search for David Carroll, 40, 
pianist at the Richardson theatre 
here, 

Carrol) has been missing 
Saturday (6). 


since 
DAVE BERNIE’S GRILL 


Dave Bernie's orchestra goes into 


the Coral Grill, New York, Thurs- 
day night (11). 
Pand is booked in for an in- 





definite engagement, 











of 


between publishers and songwriters 


The series informal meetings 


for an understanding on a uniform 
] 


contract have come to an end, Pro- 
posals agreed to by the group were 


referred to the Music Publishers’ 


Protective Association and the 
Songwriters’ Protective Association 
for official action. 


As previously reported, the song- 
writers at these meetings agreed to 
drop their demand for copyright 
ownership, Th* closed shop proposal 
made by the writers has not been 
decided either way yet, although 
from reports the publishers at the 
meetings were willing to agree. 
This proposes that popular publish- 
ers cannot accept the of 
writers who are not members of 
the S. P. A. 

Although the majority of the dis- 
puted by 
the members of both factions at the 
meetings were not divulged, it is 
reported the sessions ended with 
the publishers agreeing to give the 
songwriters 60% of the ERPI 
money. However, it is said that if 
this is accepted the division of the 
ERPI funds will be an individual 
matter betwee:: publisher and song- 
writer instead of with the S. P. A., 


songs 


proposals smoothed over 





which desires to distribute the 
money collected in this manner to 
(Continued on page 54) 
EX-COMB PLAYER 
Cleveland, Feb. 8. 


Red McKenzie, former singing 
jockey and one-time comb player 
with the old Blue Blowers, was 
signed last week here by Paul 


Whiteman for three years. 

Whiteman, without a smile on his 
muge, declared he’s going to build 
up McKenzie, a baritonist, as a suc- 
cessor to Bing Crosby and Morton 
Downey. McKenzie joins White- 
man band in Buffalo. 





It Was the ‘Still’ Boys 
Recent union controversy in Chi- 
cago over the booking of two bands 
for a banquet occurred at an affair 
held by the newspaper still camera- 
men and not the neewsreel boys, as 
reported, 





“HOME?’’ 


Tops ‘Variety’ list of best sellers 
not only because of the merit of this 
oulstanding number but due to the co- 
operation of our friends, 


We now offer: 
“Ev’rything Must Have an End- 


ing (But My Love for You)” 


“When the Stars Come Peeping 
Through” 


“What an Existence” 
“The Song | Wrote for You” 
“The Mailman’s Got My Letter” 
“Mrs. Winchell’s Boy” 


MARLO Music Corp. 


745 7th Ave., New York 





and 
most 
caer na ons 
ariune ‘qeature® 
Ly 


| JESS STAFFORD , 
and His Orchestra 
Just Completed 12 Weeks 
WARNER BROS. THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Now Fn Koeute to 
CLUB FORREST, NEW ORLEANS 


























VARIETY 


Tuesday, February 9, 1932 


























CHICAGO 


Variety’s Chicago Office 
WOODS THEATRE BUILDING—CENTRAL 0644-4401 














Kedzie 


Last Wednesday nig 
this stand, 
After this week the show- 


view for 
anyway. 


ht vaude pre- 
for the 


time 


ings move over to Friday and house 
goes to three days on the weekend. 


This may 
to 


or may 
vaude purveyors 


around 


not be agreeable 
town, 


but when the bankroll is short there 


is no other way 
do perk up then 
Ways go back to 


out. If conditions 
the Kedzie can al- 
a full week. 


Fig noise on the eight act spread 


last week was Bobby 
nounced as a guest star. 


Pincus, an- 
Ted Healy’s 


former stooge walloped this west 


side mob. 


They 
seen a comic of 
&ince the old American days. 


probably haven't 
such proportions 
Pincus 


continues to take breakneck falls 
and socks himself on the chin, leav- 


ing a mental 
long can he keep 

Another act 
Somewhat and 
Shorty DeWitt, 


showmanship. 
houses he should 


more comedy 
average midge. 


reser 


one of 
midgets, but with plenty 
Shorty’s 
not big time stuff, 


vation of how 
that up. 
denting the olio 
deservedly was 
the old time 
tricks and 
routine is 
but for the family 
be a cinch. There’s 


about him than the 


test of the half dozen turns failed 
to show anything out of the ordi- 


Carl 
with 


mary. 


opened an 


Thorsen, 


vet juggler, 
assorted routine, 


including everything from plates to 


rubber kalls. He did alright with 
the smaller objects but muffed 
pretty badly with the big balls. Al- 


berts turned out 


a boy and girl in 


of a chance, than 
lor and Earle 
face with a line ¢ 
reviving even 
Lyle ‘deduck’ bit. 
is passe now 
acts like this one 

For a piece 
was a condensed 


inally scheduled 
they wound up ov 
has been playing 


to that. 


Michigan, 


Mack Bybee, 
pany 
Wis., 


closed last 
after a run 


trotted 


the old 


de 


Hood, with a company of six. 


dr 


Spanish garb aecompanied by a 
fiddle and accordion. Pretty weak 
musical stuff. They played every- 
thing but Spanish music, so why 
the costumes? 

Joe Chapelle and the taynor 
Twins, probably brother and sister, 
made up a mild dance flash. This 
turn is reported to have come in 
frora the coast, where it stood more 


out this way. Tay- 
out in black- 
ff antiquated gags, 
Miller and 
This sort of stuff 


and surprising that 


don't realize it. 

resistance there 
version of Robin 
Orig- 
to do 12 minutes 
er 20. This troupe 
around Chautau- 


quas and repertoire and should stick 


Closing were the Four Rounders, 
quartette reminding of the Bison 
City Four, Empire, and other old 
timers. It’s the old style of singing 
and delivery and try for comedy 
effects. Voices not bad. 

Usual shorts filled in between 
shows with biz very good at the 
first frolic. Span. 





Essaness colored house, 
has dropped stage shows and 
back in straight pictures. 


now 


amatic stock com- 
week at Madison, 
of 19 weeks. 





Biils Next Week 


(Continued from page 34) 


Frank Stever 
Karels & Kay 
Georgene & Henry 
56 Lelands 
Sunkist Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 


Fox (12) 
Tot Java’ I 
Caligary Bros 


Armanda Chirot 
Noree 
3 Samuels Bros 
Vincent Yerro 
Sunkist Ens 
PHOENIX - 
Fox (11-13) 
*$ Big Figures’ I 
S Jansleys 
Foley & LaTure 
Harold Stanton 
Lou Barrison 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist 
PORTL AND 
Paramount (11-17) 
*Reflections’ I 
A Robins 
Marietta 
Grauman, H's & V’e 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (3-9) 
Clean-Up’ I 
Millis & Shea 
Rhythmettes 
Alexander Callam 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Verna, S'via & R'th 
Sunkist Ens 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (19-21) 
Five Races’ I 
Frank Jenks 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Adams Sis 
Chief Clearsky 
Kanazawa Troupe 
SAN JOSE 
California (14-16) 
Star Night’ I 


Betty Compson 
Steve Savage 
Danny Beck 
Consuelo Gonzates 
Roy Bradley 
Lillian Price 
Paul Jones 
Julian Hall 
Judy & Cheron 
Gloria Pleasants 
Dorothy June 
SEATTLE 
Fifth Ave. (11-17) 
‘Once Upon Time’ I 
Ray, 
Keith Wilbur 
D & H Blossom 
Franklyn Record 
Sunkist Ens 
SHREVEPORT 
Strand (14-16) 
‘On Parade’ I 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Paul Sydell 
Jose Rose 
Sunkist Ens 
SPOKANE 
Fox (12-14) 


Frank Gaby 

Eno Troupe 

Dorothea 

Jue Fong 

Sunkist Ens 

SP’NGE’LD, MASS 
Fox Poli (12) 

‘Ia Plaza’ I 

Les Gellis 

Brancel Co 

Chiquita 

Skeeter & Ray 

Nelly Fernandez 

Lucinda & Ricar 

Eduardo Delgado 

Agustin Palafox 

Esrelita 

Spanish Ens 
STOCKTON 

California (19-21) 

‘Marches 








Ellis & LaRue 


‘Cherry Blossoms’ I 


Militaires’ 





“MURDERS 


With 
Iv’s A 





RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


MORGUE” 


BELA LUGOSI and 
SIDNEY FOX 
UNIVERSAL 


IN THE RUE 











——-——- 


A 


g Sonn tio FIVE 
DOLLA 


rey Rooms 
wrcaee A REVELATION 


IN HOTEL LIVING 
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M. Stein Cosmetic Co. 


LAL 





BOOKLET ON HOW — 
*TO MAKE UP- 


TEIN 


MAKE UP 


PURITY UNQUEST/ONED 
FOR ALF A CENTURY 










BB ADJOINING PALMOLIVE BLDG (OPPOSITE THE DRAKE) MB 
Sema. & RATES TO THE PROFESSION 





Charles Irwin 
Large & Morgner 
Rodney & Gould 
Sunkist Ens 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (12) 
‘Fine Feathers’ I 
toss Wyse Jr 
Novelle Bros 
Edna Covey 
Emile & Romaine 
Sunkist Ens 
TOLEDO 
Paramount 
‘Tintypes’ I 
Eddie Lambert 
Aaron Sis 
Harry Moore 
Oscar Taylor 
Marie Remington 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (12) 
‘Co-eds’ T 


(12) 


iriffith & Weston 
Busse & Case 
Hubert Dyer Ca 


Robbins 3 
Jack Frost 


Accordion 6 
VANCOUVER 


Strand (11-17) 
‘Limehouse N’'ts’ I 
Val & E Stanton 


Wing Wah Troupe 
Armando & Lita 
Don Carroll 
Internat’al Revue 
Sunkist Ens 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (12) 
‘Hacienda’ I 
Sue Russell 
Hinky & Dinky 
Doyle & Donnélly 
5 Gems 
6 Gordonians 
Adriana 
WORCESTER 
Palace (12) 
‘Nursery Rhymes’ I 
Tom Patricola 
Lucille Sis 
Schichtl’'s Co 
Novelty Clinton 
Barbarina Co 
Sunkist Ens 








WARNER * 





BAYONNE 
Dewitt (13) 
Ashley & Keller 
Sid Lewis 
CHESTER 
Stanley 
Ist half (15-17) 
38 Clark Sis 
White & Agnew 
Hanlon Bros 
Harry Hines 
Honey. Tr 
2d half (18-20) 
8 Martells 
Foster & Van 
Florrie LaVere 
Hilton & Garron 


2d half (11-13) 


Kay Hamlin & K 
tallagher & Shean 
Geo Niblo 

Dave Vine 

Dance Flashes 


CHICAGO, ILL, 
Stratford 
2d half (10-13) 
Blackstone 


ELIZABETH 


Ritz 
Ist half (13-16) 
Roscoe Ails Co 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (17-20) 
O’Connor Fam 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Carl Schenk Co 
Billy Arlington Co 
Cliff Crane 
Symphony in Blue 
ELMIRA 
Keeney’s 
Ist half (18-20) 
Mel Klee 
Young Mack Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Al Johnson Co 
Rob Leonard Co 
O'Brien & Hewitt 
Honey Tr 
HOBOKEN 
Fabian 
ist half (6-9) 
Carl Schenck Co 
Kay Hamilton 
Carl Shaw 
Harry Stanley Co 
Symphony in Blue 
Cliff Crane 
Tumble Inn 4 
2d half (10-12) 
Chas Frink 
T & R Romaine 
Pat Hening 
Juggleland 





Y’gst'rs of Y'st'rd’y 


Levan & Boles 
R'ps’dy in Rhythm 
CRIE 
Warner 
Ist half (13-16) 

Jean Carr Co 
Schwartz & Cliord 
Serge Flash 
Mel Klee 
Nell Kelly 
2d half (17-19) 
Chester & I. Earl 
Dalton & Craig 
Radio Jacks & Q’n 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (10-12¢ 
Gene & Glenn 
4 Dough Boys 
B & J Brown 
Lee Gail Ens 
JAMEST’WN, N. Y. 
Palace 
2d half (17-19) 
Jean Carr 
Schwartz & Cliord 
(Two to filly 
2a half (11-12) 
Murray & Irwin 
Jack Usher 
Nell Kelly 
Flapper Freshies 
LAWRENCE 
Warner 
2a half (11-13) 
6 Saxonettes 
Handler & Miliss 
Lewis & Dody 
McKEESPORT, PA. 
Memorial (7) 
A & G Falls 
Connie & Ben 
Flapper Freshies 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
H Harrison's Co 
LANCASTER, PA. 
Stanley (18) 
3 Clark Sis 
White & Agnew 
Serge Flash 
Bobby Folsom 
Harrison’s Circus 
(11) 
Ed Blum & Sis 
Jean Cook 
jeo Fawcett 
Harry Hines 
4 Warners 
MONTCLAIR, N. J. 
Montclair 
ist half (i&-17) 
Carl & Rovine 
peers & Rich 
Carl Gardner 
Sid Lewis 
Dance Phantoms 
2d half (18-21) 
S Types 


Co 














H. MERE EE we 


ONETITUTION ef] INTERNATIONALS 


eshoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


Paul Morton 
Ashley & Keller 
2a half (11-14) 
8 High Steppers 
Carroll & V'nd'rbilt 
Hope Eden 
Nelson & Claxton 
NEWARK 
Mosque (8) 
Downey & Claridge 
Geraldine & Joe 
Local 
Ned Norworth Co 
Talent & Merit 
Bage Egan's Co 
Hill & Hoffman 
Leach LaQuillan 3 
NEW HAVEN 
Roger Sherman 
(13) 
Talent & Merit 


Geraldine & Joe 
Jim McWilliams 
(6) 
+ Robeys 
Condos Bros 
Bert Walton 
Manny King Co 
Annie Judy & Zeke 
Glad Rags 
NEW LONDON 
Garde (13) 
6 Saxonettes 
(Others to fill) 


PHILADELPHIA 


Circle 
ist half (13-16) 
Paul Nolan 


Jerome & Ryan 
Edwards & Sanford 
Cliff Crane 
Dance Aristocrats 
2d half (17-19) 
Johnny Pastine 
King & Burnett 
Parker Weinberg 
Saul Brilliant 
Picard’s Syn’cpat’rs 
2d half (10-12) 
8 French Misses 
Ruth Ford 
Chamberlain & H 
Melino & Martha 


Brenck’s Indian Bd 
Earle (13) 

Erma Ward Co 

Major Sharp & M 


Maddox & Mack 
Krivets Beauties 
Harmon & Sans 
Glad Rags 
Sylvia Clark 
Cannon & Lee 
(6) 
Marcus Sis & C 
Russian Revels 
Fred Pisano 
Hon Mr Wu 
State 
half (13-16) 
Bardelangs 
King & Burnett 
Parker Weinberg 
Saul Brilliant 
Picard’s Sync'pat’rs 
2d half (11-19) 
Paul Nolan 
Marty & Nancy 
McLoughlin & E 
Cliff Crane 
Campus Frolics 
24 half (10-12) 
Melva Sis 
Jerome & Ryan 
Sweet & Hot 
Bob Hope 
Antics of 1932 
Mastbaum (13) 
Ted Lewis Co 
(6) 
Wilton & Weber 
Joe Penner 
Alice White 
Darling 2 
Ted Leary 
Uptown 
ist half (13-16) 
Bernard & Rich 
Marty & Nancy 
McLoughlin & E 
Ruth Ford 
Brenck’s Indian Bd 
2d half (17-19) 
Melva Sis 
Edwards & Sanford 
Rome & Gaut 
Sweet & Hote 
2a half (10-12) 
Gilbert Bros 
King & Burnett 
Parker Weinberg 
Clifford & Burke 
Dance Aristocrats 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Enright 
Ist half (7-10) 
Dick Powell 
B & J Brown 
Lee Morse 
Mel Klee 
Blanche & Elliott 
2a half (11-13) 
Marty & Nancy 


1st 
The 


Dick Powell 
Hibbitt & 
5 Maxellos 
(One to fill) 
Harris (13) 


W'rthy & Thomps'n 


Lydia Harris 
Edwards & Sanford 
Schwartz & Clifford 
Huber 

Stanley (12) 
3 Swifts 
Carol & Stuart 
J & J McKenna 
Darling 2 

(5 


wv 
Ted Lewis C 
SHARON, 
Columbia 
Jack Hedley 3 
Carney & Jean 
Johnny Pastine 
READING 
Astor 
Ist half (15 
Diaz & Powers 
O’Brien & Hewitt 
Florrie LaVere 
Flapper Freshies 
Geo Hunter 
Charno Steppers 
2d half (18-20) 
Chamberlain & H 
Honey Tr 
(Four to fill) 
2a half (11-13) 
A & G Falls 
Kath Hamilton 
Mack Harold & B 
Paxton 
Watson & Cohan 
Roye & Maye 
UTICA 
Stanley 
Gracie Barrie 
B & J Brown 
Carl Emmy 
(Two to fill) 
2d half 
( ‘ole Bros 
Li azeed Bros 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (11-13) 
3 Londons 
Jerry Cart 
Kath Red Dexter 
4 Carlton Bros 
Young & Mack Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (13) 
Russian Revels 
Cherry Blosom & J 
Hill & Hoffman 
3 Sailors 
(6) 
Yacopi Tr 
Marg rie Coates 
jarto & Mann 
Herman Timberg 
WATERBURY 
Strand (13) 
Nataka Tr 
WHEELING 
Capitol 
2d half (17-19) 
W'rthy & Th'mpson 
Allen & Canfield 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
C & L Earl 
Connie & Ben 
Serge Flash 
Mel Klee 


0 
PA, 
(7) 


17) 


°0) 


Meyers Lubow & R 
WILMINGTON 
Queens 
ist half (15-17) 
Kay Hamlin & K 

Foster & Van 

Pat Daly Co 

Bobby Folsom 

Harrison’s Circus 
2d half (18-20) 

The Bardelangs 

Hanlon Bros 

Lydia Harris 

Brenck’s Indian Bd 
2d half (11-13) 


Diaz & Powers 
Thelma White Co 
Nate Busby Co 
Hilton & Garron 
Jos Neimeyer Co 
YORK, PA, 
Strand 

Ist half (13-16) 
3 Martells 
Dave Vine 
Chamberlin & H 
Hilton & Garron 
4 Warners 

2d half (17-19) 
Bernard & Rich 
Jerome & Ryan 
Flapper Freshies 
Ruth Ford 
Kay Hamlin & K 

2d half (10-12) 
Chelm St Orr Co 
38 Clark Sis 
Pat Daly Co 
Foster & Van 





Charno Steppers 





Provincial 





MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
‘The Dutch Plate’ 
Carlton Tiller 


Girls 


Week Feb. 8 


Company as b'k'd 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 

Albert Sandler 3 





London 





ASTORIA 
Brixton 
‘Tun of Fair’ 
McRae & Leport 
Giovanni 
Al Manda 
John Moriarty 
Fat Lady & Fre’ks 


Week of Feb. 8 


Old Kent Road 
Terry’s Juveniles 
Streatham 

‘Student Days’ 
Olive Kavann 
Graham Crawford 


Company as b’k'd 
Finsbury Park 
Graham & Koons 





Cabaret Bills 





Beaux Arts 
Ruth Goodwin 
Ivon Bouvier 
Lee Gibson 
Betty Wilson 
Grace Mitchell 
Louis Barsoni 
Countess Barsoni 
Ceneral P’k Casino 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 
Connie’s Inn 
Don Redmond Or 
Louise Cook 
Cora Green 
Mae Alex 


Baby Cox 
Glennie Cheesman 
Pau! Meeres 


Snakehips Tucker 
Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 
Bon Bon Buddies 
3} Little Words 

2% Sepia Songbirds 
$} Phythm Kings 
Cotten Club 
Blue Rhvthm Boys 





Leitha Hill 





NEW YORK CITY 


Aida Ward 

Cora La Redd 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Wells M’rd’cai & T 
Bailey & Wilson 
Bernice Short 
Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
H'llyw’d Restaur't 
Doris Eaton 
Harriet Hilliard 
Folies Bergere G'ls 
Frank Hazard 
Dolores Ray 

3 Speeds 


Caesar & Mimi 
Al Katz & Kittens 
Oakland's Terrace 


Calif Ramblers 
Burns & Swanson 
Sylvia & Lee 
Frances Mildren 
Keller Sis 

Ada Winston 


Hartman 


Hartmanns Gertrude Niesen 


Dorothy Crowley Georgie Tapps 
Al White Snooks Ramblers 
Oid Vienna Rainbow Inna 


Chris Pender 
Millard & Anita 


Florie Hutchison 
6 Prater Singers 





Helen Polka Co Diana Deering 
Ai Belasco Bobby De Fay 
Bela Loblov Orch Mildred Jay 
Nut Clab Show Place 

Nutsy Fagan Sammy Walsh 
I.a Belle Rose Sylvia Miiler 
4 Eaton Boys Eddie Joyce 
Texas Redheads Val Vesto 
Jerry Bergen Kitty O'’ Dare 
Tracy & Burnett Sydney Hawkins 
Joan Sennett Mildres & Maurice 
Enoch Light Orch Jean St John 

Russian Arts Betty & Andre 
Joe Morantz Orch Rita White 
Voa Trogzento Village Barn 
Barra Birs Lou Fink 
Natalya Davis Chick Kennedy 
Misha Usanoff Texas Redheads 
Helen Kazanova Hollywood Horse 
Gregory Grestrow Josh Medders 
Irene Kuloff Riley & Comfort 
Paramount Grill Fred Byron 
Dan Healy Chester Gunnels 
Peppino & Rhoda Dave Abram’s Or 

CHICAGO 

Ambasé¢adeur Dusty Roades 
Carolynne Snowden | Fritz Holtz 
Emfie Burton Ralph Pierce 
Freddy Villani Charlie Agnew Or 
Edna May Frolics 
Dally Darcy Jack Waldron 
Margia Wellman Nelle Nelson 
Maxine Dee Gypsy Rhoumje 


Frances Marion Vercell Sis 


Bobby Danders Rome & Dunn 
Al Handler Orch Ted Cook Orch 
Club Alabam Grand Terrace 
Patsy McNair Maude Russell 
Germaine LaPierre Vivian Brown 
Adele Estes Jennie Dancer 
Mary Thorne Harold Reed 
Al Wagner Earl Hines Orch 
Billy Myers Parody Club 
Elmer Schoebel Karyl Norman 
Frank Furlett Orch | Art West 
Club Dixie Pearl McKnight 
Joe Allen Vaughn Sis 
3 Burke Sis Leon LaVerde 
Lou Dawn 3 Am Beauties 
Ruby Abbott Jerry Green 
Jimmy Noone Orch | Vin Conley Orch 
Club le Claire Paramount Club 
Dotty Wahl Billy Carr 
Ray Dean Evonne Morrow 
3 Jacks Mickey & Patsy 
Eddie Makins Orch | Peggy Moore 





Club Pearson Helen Naife 
Bobby Morris Lillian Law 
Edna Mae Morris Sid Lang Orch 
Honey Sis Rubaiyat 
Jinnette Vallon Dottie Dale 
Muriel Parker sernice St John 
Dot Myers Johnny Lee 
Matt Berger Orch Eddie South Orch 

College Inn Vanity Fair 
Jack & Betty Reese | Joe Lewis 
Pat Kennedy Hazel & Klatoff 
Frank Prince Etta Reed 
Ben Bernie Orch Ercelle Sis 

Colosimeos Pauline Belleau 
Herbie Vogel Fred Stritt 
Chickie Stanley Leo Wolf Orch 
Henrique & Peggy Winter Garden 
Peggy Nelson Harry Richman 
June Howe Dorothy Thomas 
Teddy Farrell Bob Keith 
Jimmy Meo Orch Bob Harthun 

Edgewater Fred Furtch 
Irene Taylor Buddy Clark 
Jane Fance Maurlene & Norva 
Emil De Salvi May Joyce 
Harlan Hasberg Mary Lee 
Stanley Jacobson Gus Arnheim Orch 


London Show World 








(Continued from page 46) 


the unhappy ending 


fade-out. 


into a smiling 





British Press Speed 


Biggest news story to break ona 
Sunday since the wreck of the R 
101, England's biggest air ship, was 
the prison mutiny at Dartmoor. 

‘The Express’ got a ‘stop press’ 
edition 10 minutes before the ‘Dis- 
patch,’ but the last-named, which 
is the leading Sunday paper in the 
Northcliffe group, rushed three full- 
page replated editions on to the 
streets within 100 minutes of each 
other. 

The last edition of all, out about 
eight hours after the mutiny hap- 
pened, and six hours after news 
reached London, ran aeroplaned 
photographs of the prison fire, 
rushed up from Dartmoor. 

The Northcliffe House’ specials 
were probably the fastest and best 
Sunday rushed work put over by 
an English paper for years. 





A continuous variety show to run 
non-stop from 2 in the afternoon 
until 11 at night is planned at the 
small Windmill Theatre, just off 
Shaftesbury Avenue. 

Most of the talent will be prov- 
incial. 





‘Companions’ Big 

Despite provincial legit business 
being terrible ‘Good Companions’ is 
doing tremendously. Just finished 
five weeks in Glasgow to around 
$41,000. Show has 16 more weeks 
booked, besides returns, 
Susan Glaspell, American novelist 
and dramatist, was a victim of a 
curious Home Office mess Jan. 21, 
when she was not allowed to appear 
at the Duchess in her own curtain- 
raiser, ‘Trifles.’ 
Nancy Price, theatre manager, 
who was producing the one-acter 
with a Galsworthy revival, knew 
she was in London and asked her 
to come on in and play a part. 
The usual application was made 
to the Home Office, and rehearsals 
proceeded. No answer came from 
official quarters and Miss Price 
‘phoned Whitehall to be told the au- 
thoress could not play the part. 








‘Rope’s’ Air Tumble 

Few radio events here have caused 
more trouble than the broadcasting 
Jan. 18 from London of a radio ver- 
sion of ‘Rope,’ Patrick Hamilton’s 
morbid melodrama. 

The British Empire Union pro- 
tested against the broadcast Some 
| thousands of letters arrived before 





—— 
—— 


the play should not be put on the 
air. 

Even when announcing the play 
the man at the microphone warned 
nervous listeners to cut off their 
sets. 

Produced at the Ambassadors the. 
atre a ‘year or so ago, the show 
deals with a murder committed for 
the pleasure of killing. 

When it finally started on the air 
it scored one complete blank. 

The thrills failed, the screams 
were farcical, the entire atmosphere 
was so half-baked it became almost 
burlesque. 

The next morning all the 
rapped the life out of it except 
Swaffer, who said that millions of 
people had their hair raised by it. 

He said he enjoyed it, but ad. 
mitted his cat slept through most of 


papers 


the screams. Evidently Swaffer's 
cat is a critic first and a newspaper 
man later. 





National Publicity 

Britain has always been behind in 
national publicity. Individual firms 
may know this business well, but 
the great British constitution is out 
of touch with it. 

Accordingly the publicity cam. 
paign by coastal town authorities to 
induce holiday seekers to stay in 
England this year, a campaign 
which has just started at a confer- 
ence in western England, has not 
yet hit the high spots or the front 
page. 

When 


the committee 


approached 


the B. B. C. to let them put over 
propaganda talks on the radio, it 
was pointed out the B. B. C. had 


been publicizing British holiday re- 
sorts for years. 


rr 


Songwriters Give In 





(Continued from 53) 


page 
members to 
classification. 

One point still unsettled involves 
infringements. The songwriters de- 
mand the right to protect their own 
infringement suits instead of 
ing the publishers defend 
actions. 

Congressional Help Wanted? 

Although the songwriters waived 
their demand for copyright owner- 
ship, it is reported the S. P. A. is 
considering winning copyright own- 
ership for the songwriters through 
legislature. M. Koenigsberg, busi- 
ness manager for.the S. P. A., was 
in Washington last week for the re- 
ported purpose of conferring with 
Congressman Sirovich, head of the 
Patents Committee of the House of 
Representatives. Sirovich is holding 


its according its own 


hav- 
the 


hearings on copyright for a new 
bill. 
The M. P. P. A. held a meeting 


last week to discuss the agreements 
reached by publishers and writers, 
Since all the Board of Directors of 
the M. P. P. A. were not present, 
it Was postponed until some time 
this week. But if the entire board 
of directors agrees to the proposals 
it does not mean ratification by all 
publishers. Each will have to give 





his individual okay. The S. P. A, 
executive council can act for the 
body, it is said. 
LETTERS 
When Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Mail Clerk. 
POSTCARDS, -ADVERTISING or 


CIRCULAR LETTERS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 
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Frank H. Tannehill 
Plunges to His Death 


Frank H. Tannehill, 72, actor, 
playwright and manager, either fell 
or jumped from the solarium atop 
the clubhouse of the Elks Club, 


New York, Feb. 5. He plunged 
eight floors to the roof of an ex- 
tension. 

Tannehill professionally dates 
back to ‘Fun On the Bristol’ pro- 
duced about 50 years ago. He 
wrote ‘Nancy Hanks’ and other 

After his active retirement 


plays. 
he managed theatres in the south, 
was associated with Gus Hill and 
more lately was employed by the 
Vaudeville Managers’ Protective 
Ass'n. His home was in New York. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Anna Ray, their daughter, 


Frances, and Muriel and Myrtle 
Tannehill, daughters by his first 
wife. Both the latter have retired 


from the stage. 





Wm. Elliott Dies 


In Lambs’ Clubhouse 


William Elliott, 
manager, died at Lamb's Club, 
New York, Feb. 5. of death 
is not stated. He resided in Green- 
wich, N. Y. 

Originally an actor, Elliott turned 
his attention to management and 
made a somewhat sensational suc- 
cess with ‘Madame X,’ following 
this with other plays. In 1911 he 
married Augusta Belasco, daugh- 
ter of the late David Belasco. She 
died shortly after the marriage. 
With his father-in-law Elliott pro- 
duced ‘The Wanderer’ and also was 
associated with his brother-in-law 
in Elliott, Comstock and Gest. 

He is survived by his second 
wife and their two children, who 
are resident in France. Services 
were held at the Little Church 
Around the Corner. 


02, actor and 


the 
Cause 


Sisk Loses Brother 


Baltimore, Feb. 8. 
Joseph F. Sisk, Jr., 24, died Feb. 
4 in the Gallinger Memorial hos- 
pital, result of an automobile acci- 
dent Jan. 29. Was a political writer 


on the ‘News.’ 
Sisk is survived by .his mother, 
his stepfather, C. H. Cover; two 


sisters and a brother, Robert F. 
Sisk, who is publicity head for the 
Theatre Guild. Interment in Balti- 
more, M? 


JAPANESE ACROBAT DIES 

Richard Kuni, 37, died last week 
at the N. V. A. Lodge, Saranac, of 
pneumonia after an illness of only 
three days. He had been at the 
Lodge for the past three years. 

Kuni came from Japan to join the 
Katamura troupe and was a fea- 
tured performer with Barnum & 
Bailey and the Buffalo Bill show. 
His last appearances were with the 
Three Tokio Boys. He is survived 
by a sister who resides in Japan. 
Interment at Saranac. 


CIRCUS QUEEN DEAD 
Indianapolis, Feb. 8. 

Mrs. Julia Fredericksdorf, 60, 
once of the circus, there known as 
Mme. Brachard, died here last week. 

Starting in stock Mme. Brachard 
later became a juggler. Her first 
husband was Brachard, contortion- 
ist, whom she divorced. 





Mona Cannady Passes 

Mona Cannady, 34, for the past 
three years assistant to Florabelle 
Muir, N. Y. ‘News’ picture column- 
ist, died at the Pasadena hospital. 
Feb. 7, following a major operation. 
Mrs. Cannady had been in ill health 
for the past year. 

At the time of her death she was 
also on the staff of the Hollywood 
‘Herald.’ 





She is survived by her 
hiuch- “1 ) 
husband, Charles Cannady. 
Mrs. Winnie O’Conncr, 47, once 


Professionally known as Neva Ay- 
mar, died Feb. 2 at 


her home in 
Queens. She is survived by her 
husband, the former well-known 


jockey. 


Mrs. Joanna Steffanson, 49, once 
a well-known singer, died in Winni- 
peg Feb. 2 after a brief illness. 

Mother of Eve Marie Leonard 
died in Des Moines, Ia., Feb. fol- 
lowing a brief illness. 

Mother, 54, of Edward J. Feder, of 
the Fox-West Coast real estate 
dept., died at her home in Holly- 
wood Jan. 29. She is survived by 
another son, Jack Raymond, actor. 





STUNT FLYER KILLED 


Leo Nomis Dies Filming ‘Sky Bride’ 
For Par 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Leo Nomis, veteran picture stunt 
flyer, was killed Friday morning (5) 
when his plane crashed after nego- 
tiating an air feat for Paramount's 
‘Sky Bride,’ Nomis went into a side 
Slip at 1,500 feet and apparently 
fainted, according to observers, be- 








the plane or to jump. 

Production was called off for the 
day. Accident occurred at the Met- 
ropolitan airport near here. 

Nomis was born in Iowa and be- 
came a ballon parachute jumper 
while still a youth. He followeé 
; carnivals as a stunter and began 
flying in 1917. He later became a 
member of the ‘Black Cat’ organ- 
ization, barnstorming flying circus. 

Nomis was one of the most ac- 





tive thrill aviators employed by the 
studios. He is survived by his wife. 
from whom he was separated, and 
a son, Stratton, nine-years-old. 


PITT HOTEL MAN DIES 


Pittsburgh, Feb. &. 
Jack Sheppard, 63, well known 
among show people as owner of a 
theatrical hotel in this city, died 
here last week. 
The bar and dining rooms of 
Sheppard’s place on Sixth street. 


next to the Alvin theatre, were dec- 
orated with more than 10,000 auto- 
graphed pictures of actors who 
stopped there. 
HELEN WINKLER 
Schenectady, Feb. 8. 

Helen Winkler, 17-year-old daugh- 
ter of Fred ‘Fritz’ Winkler, stage 
manager at the RKO Proctor the- 
atre in this city, died here early in 
the week, a victim of sleeping sick- 
ness. 

The young girl, a high school stu- 
dent, was ill only a few days. 


LAWRENCE TULLOCH DEAD 
San Francisco, Feb. 8. 

Lawrence Tulloch, formerly of the 
stage but recently of NBC, died of 
tuberculosis here Jan. 28. 

He is survived by a widow, Nina 
Susoff, dancer, of New York, and a 
brother. 

ORGANIST DIES 

Esther Newcombe, 25, 
died Feb. 4 at the Riverside 
pital, Brooklyn, after an operation. 
Miss Newcombe is the former wife 
of George Latch, also an organist. 

She was last at the console of 
the Metropolitan, Boston. 


Didde Read Dead 
Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Didde Read, 33, of the Read Sis- 
ters, Australian vaude team, died 
Feb. 5 in Hollywood of a lingering 
illness. 
She is survived by 
and sister, Dorothy. 


DR. IGOR KUZNETVOZ 


(Continued from page 48) 


though good-natured, he refuses to 
treat a priest, for instance—and 
cures workers quickly so that they 
can return to their posts in the fac- 
tories. 

The villain in Dr. Sakharov’s 
make-up comes out when a Bolshe- 
vik leader is brought to the hospital 
to be operated. The proletariat of 
the town is excited over his fate— 
his death would be a great blow 
to the Five Year Plan. What does 
the bearded villain do? He finds 
an excuse for taking a day off when 
the operation is scheduled. Clean- 
shaven hero begs him to come to 
work but villain is adamant. Well, 
as you have just zuessed, the hero, 
though inexperienced, decides to 
operate anyhow. And—again you're 
right—the operation turns out bril- 
liantly. The Bolshevik leader sur- 
vives, the proletariat cheers, the 
villain is disgraced and Dr. Kuznet- 
zov is acclaimed by the populace. 
In justice to the author it must 

recorded that in watching the 
play one does not feel the absurdity 
of the concoction quite as much as 
afterwards. He has embroidered it 
neatly with some fine scenes of 
comedy and drama. A love story 
runs through the piece and Dr. Kuz- 
netzov (although he has no time for 
such things) wins the good Bolshe- 
vik girl—the villain’s daughter, who 
has the heredity bourgeois 
grits her teeth in dismay. 

Comedy element is provided by a 
novelist who has come to the town 
to look for material. He wants to 
get close to the masses but succeeds 
|only in getting close to a few female 
| members of the masses, that being 
his chief literary interest. His ugly 
wife arrives on the scene just as he 
is about to go off to a vacation 
resort with his newly found pretty 
“secretary’—yes, even in Russia 
this brilliant gag is legal dramatic 
tender. LYONS 


hos- 


her mother 





be 





cause he made no attempt to right | 


organist, | 


taint, | 


Providence Stock 


Providence, Feb. 8. 

Modern theatre re-opens Feb. 13 
with stock burlesque. House was 
scheduled to re-open two weeks ago 
with vaudeville, but plenty of writs 
were plastered on the box office, 
with the result that local men back- 
ing the enterprise gave it up alto- 
gether. 

Theatre has now been 
S. Myer for 14 weeks. 
traction will be Lew 


leased to 
Opening at- 
Talbot's ‘Wine, 





Woman and Song.’ Myer says Tal- 
bot is in with him on the plan 
During the season Myer plans 

stage ‘Rain’ and ‘White Cargo 


along with burlesque. 

Two other attempts have 
made to play burlesque at 
Modern, each ending in failure. 


been 
the 


'Burlesk Fails to Tie 
Akron Censor’s Hands 
On Indecency Charge 





Akron, O., Feb. 8. 
Judge Oscar Hunsicker refused 
| to grant a temporary injunction 
|} preventing Safety Director Luther 
| A. Park from interfering with the 
re-opening of the Grand theatre 
iby Charles W. Brill, manager. He 
held the petition was defective. 
Attorneys for Brill declared the 


petition would be amended and re- 
filed for hearing immediately. 
Brill’s theatre was closed this week 
when Park ruled the show indecent 
and revoked the license, 

The Safety Director refused to 
listen to Brill’s pleas to permit him 
to continue until Saturday, ‘when I 
am quitting the burlesque field.’ 

Park insisted the show was not 


fit for Akronites to see. Brill de- 
clared the show was ‘good clean 
amusement.’ 

Grand has been playing stock 


burlesque for more than two years, 
but had not had interference from 
city officials for the past several 
months. 





Woods Going Dark 


Chicago, Feb. &. 
} Loop burlesque 
| closing Thursday (11). House has 
| been operated since early last De- 





Woods, spot, is 


cember with stock, plus pictures, 


Johnny Jones is considering re- 


| opening the house with vaudfilm. 








New French Embargo 





(Continued from page 13) 


picture companies asking that all 
talk of dubbing activities on the 
part of American firms be cut out 
for the time being. Above mentioned 
meeting in Paris was told about 
and film men warned that the situ- 
ation might be serious. 

While meeting had a good deal to 
do with the memo, it is believed it 
was prompted also by an editorial] 
in Arthur Brisbane’s column in 
Hearst newspapers during the week 
which referred to dubbing. 3ris- 
bane, in his piece, indicated that 
America would soon 
the world picture market by way of 
the various dubbing processes. 
Hays office, as well as foreign execs, 
are fearful that this type of pub- 
licity coming at this time may in- 


flame Europeans to greater tariff 
restrictions than ever before. 
Par Figuring 
Par’s foreign heads from New 


York, Paris, London and Hollywood, 
had been having a number of meet- 
ings in New York on future policies, 
with the meets called off Tuesday 
, (2) for three weeks. 

Here for the Par meetings were 
E. H. Seidelman, h. o. foreign head; 
Robert Kane, head of the Joinville 
France, studios; John Cecil Graham 
head of Par’s London activities; 
Fred Bacos, Kane’s executive head 
in Paris, and J. Krumgold, foreign 
;p. a. in Hollywood. 

Tuesday, with the break-up of the 
meets which had been held daily for 








again regain | 


under N. S. Barger’s. direction. 
Barger also runs the Westside | 
Academy. 





] 
the week previous, Bacos sailed back | 


to Paris. Kane left for two weeks | 
in Florida and Graham for a fort- 
inight in the middlewest Krum- 


gold left for Hollywood Friday 


ibing plans. Paris meeting may be 
made the excuse by this company 
| for making the much talked of, but 
never verified, move of 
Europe. 

Meantime George Kann, 


tivities to 


in Europe 


| to 
| of coming back here as planned, is 
jhanging on to await decisions. 


(5). | 
Metro is also laying low on dub-| 


look for talent for Metro, instead | 





to } 
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Report S-F Own Chi Date Off an 
Show Merged with Stadmin Circus 





HERK SUGGESTS MERGER| 
OF 3 CHICAGO HOUSES | 


Chicago 
Deal to consolidate the th 
Side burleycue 
Izzy Herk, operator of the 
Garter, may devek p in 
i'Plan concerned N. § 


jand 


| According 


Academy, 
the 


Warren Irons 
Star and Garter 
Herk’s plan was to brin; 
stock houses into 
to the plan, t 
market would go dark, the 
to straight 
and Garter 
lesque. 


Of the proceeds, Herk 


one 


pictures, while 
would 


remain 


wo 
10%, Barger 40% and Ire 
The corp. would uarantes 
|of all three theatre 

Merger appeared set until 


| 


spots, proposed by 


Feb. & 


ree west 


Star and 


the three 


corporation 


he Hay- 
Academy 
the 

in 


Star 
bur- 
uld draw 


ns 


the 


Oi) « 


ren 


late last 


| week when the boys started arguing 


|Irons decided he didn’t want to clos 


| 





his house, while Barger thot 


50°¢ 


ight 


of the receipts sounded better. 


All are so far sticking 
burlesque and just goin 
with chances that one or 
soon fold under the bruta 


tition on this tough corner. 


101 Troubles 


Dallas, 

Zack Miller was 
to file amended a 
proceedings 


Col. 
permish 
bankrupt 
Feb. 11 


ing postponed to 


Miller’s illness. 


against 
101 outfit at Newkirk, Okla. 


to stock 
ge along, 
two will 


1 compe- 


Feb. 8, 

granted 
nswer to 
the 
Hear- 
, due to 


Foreclosure pushed by fire insur- 


ance firm for $180,000 worth of 
loans on the Miller ranch at Ponca 
City. 
Columbia Wheel 
Week of Feb. 8. 
Big Fun Show—Lyric, Bridgeport 
Big Revue—Gayety, Brooklyn 
Bohemians—Route No. 1. 
Facts and Figures—WHudson, Union City. 


Flapper Foliies—L. O. 
Footlight Flashes—Cameo, Clev 
Giggles—Orpheum, Paterson, 
Girls from the Follies—L. O. 
Girls in Blue—Howard, Boston, 
Hollywood Honeys—Gayety, Ba 


eland, 


timore. 


If/ndon Gayety Girls—Gayety, Washing 
ton. 

Nite Life in Paris—Trocadero, Philadel- 
phia, 

Novelties of 1932—Gayety, Buffalo, 
Playin’ Around—L. O, 

Pleasure Seekers—Star, Brooklyn, 

Rumba Girls—Empire, Newark. 


Silk Stocking Revue—Empire, J 
Sugar Babies—L. O. 


Stewart Gorman’s o 


“oronto. 


rchestra, 


which closed an engagement at Mi- 


ami, now 


touring one-nighters. 


Chicago, Feb. §&. 


il outdoors business is getting 


overheated trying to make up its 
mind whether the booking of the 
Sells-Floto circus at the Coliseum 
from April 16 to May 1 is on or off, 
now that the Stadium has flatly de- 
cided to produ mo its own de- 
pendent circus from April to 
May 1. 

Bo. ‘ ! e Stadium are re 

iin i t Ss s show is for 
its Coliseum 4d and that the 
Stadium show will use the animals, 
i not only of the Sells-Floto circus 
i'but also from the Hagenbach- 


| 
| 


| 


Wallace circus. If not yet cemented, 


there are negotiations on for this 
move, 

Stadium outfit plans to use from 
these two Ringling shows, the seal 
cts, the liberty horses and much 

of the menageri The cat acts will 
inot show it the Stadium, being 
shipped east for the Ns Y en- 
gagement of the Ringling-B. & 3. 
circus. 

George Meighan, at the Ringling 
office here, last week stated that, as 





far as he knew, the Sells-Floto cir- 
|cus will play at the Coliseum at the 
scheduled dates. Lease for the Coli- 
seum is fully signatured. If the local 
booking of the Sel'> show is can- 
celled, the circus will open out of 
town, under canvas, by May 1, 
Last year its first canvas date was 


in St. Louis. 

Arrangements for the Stadium 
show are proceeding, H. C. ‘Doc’ In- 
graham, who is producing the show, 
having returned from the east with 
a tentative lineup of Thrill 
act is Bee Kyle, the fire-diver. 

Show will give 36 performances 
and will scale from 50c to $1.50, 
Stadium has a capacity of approxi- 
mately 12,000. 


acts. 


Big Cat Psychology 
Peru, Ind., Feb. 8. 
Clyde FPeatty, animal trainer 
put in the hospital 


who 


was seriously 


| wounded by Nero, the big lion who 





two years ago saved his life, is now 
able to get about. 

Beatty explains that a lion in 
making a kill rips and tears his vie- 
tim. Nero made no such tears and 
Beatty believes that when he slipped 
and fell in a practice workout, Nero 
thought Beatty was again being at- 
tacked. 


\ 


STOCK ON BEACH 


Brighton Beach theatre, legit sum- 


mer tryout spot in Brooklyn, is 
giving up the legit ghost for bur- 
lesque during the coming sum- 
mer. 

Lew Raymond understood to be 
the hot weather burlesque opera- 
tor. 








National Park Dat 
National Parks will open and close the 1932 season on the fol- 
lowing dates: 

Park Opening Date Closing Date 
TOHOWNIONE, WFO. cicernccsisccecsss ee @ Sept. 19 
(Open June 1 to Oct. 15 for motorists.) 

Mount Rainier, Wash. ...... sé4aen5 ocean 3s Sept. 15 
(Open remainder of year for winter sports; 

Paradise Inn opens July 2nd.) 
Zee, Gs ov dteuetaedice coveeces Hem a ear 
Vf ek ee Sh ree ee paseaeeas Open all year 
(Summer season June 1-Sept. 30.) 
Mount McKinley, Alaska ......cesceecs June 10 Sept. 15 
So ee ere erry ere eeree er re Open all year 
(Summer season June 15-Oct. 15.) 
Beves Canyem. Tih: iccvecscces tneee eae a Oct. 1 
Carlsbad Caverns, N. M. ...cccccees.-Open all year 
CTeCer BONG. GEG. 6 ic cecess 0440000006 at July 1 Sept. 29 
COONGTAL 437FARE, CAL. cccscsvecvecesesss«UREGR GH FOR 
CAemeeer, BOOM: sicccssaeve rrerrr errs TT June 15 Sept. 15 
oo Ba ee | ee ree Open all year 
(North Rim open June 1-Sept. 24; 

accommodations for motorists 

available until Oct. 1.) 
CaP TIGR, WG. 2:00666cbtvcssdesas June 20 Sept. 19 
Hiawaii, Hawaiian Islands ....... Open all year 
Hot Springs, Arks. ........ coccosesee Open all year 
Lassen Volcanic, Cal. ..csscocscvseces 0ume } Sept. 15 
Mesa Verde, Colo. ..... ovcvsescossss dune J Oct. 1 
Pee MMe: cxdde sh ea buadebanere . .Open all yea 
Rocky Mountain, Colo. ........ Open all yea 
(Summer season June 15-Sep ) 
Sequoi Ses bE oss Oo 0d Sane eae ae Op 
RPL 4 Seen beed bs dew bows ae hens Ma Oct. 15 
(Open all year to motorists carryins 

0 equipment.) 
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Regardless of what figures your Chicago 
correspondent submits to you weekly, our 
five weeks Chicago engagement at the 
Apollo Theatre has topped and will top any 
show that has played Chicago or will play 
Chicago this season in any legitimate theatre. 


Congratulations are in order from you to 
me for the biggest road success of the season 
«++. “a profit every week” 


Grandpa, how I envy you. 


AL JOLSON 


“Wonder Bar Company” 
(On tour) 
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